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Laetare Sunday:  Rejoice! 
 We are halfway through Lent! Today, the Church in her wisdom 
celebrates Laetare Sunday.  Laetare, Latin, means rejoice!  In the 
readings for today, I am struck at the outward manifestation of this 
joy.  In the first reading, we listen to a passage from Joshua which 
relates the end of the Israelites wandering in the desert for forty 
years.  The number forty isn’t arbitrary; rather, in the Old Testa-
ment it signifies a long time, a time of trial, or a time of punish-
ment.  In this case, the forty years the Israelites wandered in the 
desert fulfills all three definitions. Now their time of wandering is 
finally over, and they prepare to enter the Promised Land. The 
psalmist unceasingly praises the Lord for delivering him from all 
his fears. And in the Second Letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul 
speaks some form of the word “reconcile” no fewer than five times.  
In fact, St. Paul strongly encourages his listeners to reconcile them-
selves to God so they may be ambassadors for Christ. 
 These readings, particularly the letter of St. Paul, perfectly set up 
today’s Gospel reading.  We know today’s parable as “the parable 
of The Prodigal Son.” Perhaps we most identify with one of the 
sons, but this parable isn’t necessarily about either one of them.  
No, I argue it is about the father.  Putting myself in Jesus’ audience, 
I would have been scandalized to hear the younger son asked his 
father for his share of the inheritance because what the younger son 
is really saying to his father is, “You are dead to me.”  This son 
wanders far from home, squanders his fortune on disreputable per-
sons and activities, and in desperation hires himself out to a pig 
farmer.  Realizing the swine have more to eat than he does, he de-
cides to return home and ask for his father’s forgiveness.  Interest-
ingly, he doesn’t want to restore his relationship with his father as 
one of a son; rather, he plans to ask to work as a hired worker.  And 
here is where I would have been scandalized a second and third 
time:  the second time, because the father is looking for the son over 
the horizon.  In the first century, if a son would have treated his 
father as this son did, then the son would have been dead to father, 
too.  The third scandal comes when the father ran to his son.  A 
dignified Jewish man never ran.  We should immediately under-
stand this outward demonstration of emotion – running, embracing, 
and offering a kiss – means Jesus is proposing a radical act of for-
giveness and love. As the son begins his speech, his father cuts him 
short just as the son is about to reduce their relationship to that of 
employer and worker.  Instead, the father reinstates his youngest 
son as a member of his family, and moreover, he throws a feast for 
him!  And this is the point where most of us grow indignant, espe-
cially if we are the oldest children of our family.  How can a child 
treat his father this way and receive such forgiveness?  The truth is, 
that is exactly how much God loves us. We turn our back on God, 
wander far from God, squander the gifts which God graciously be-
stows on us, and when we come to our senses, God always wel-
comes us back with open arms. So let us rejoice and be glad! 

Questions of the Week 
Inspiring Us to Live in the Holy Spirit 

 
Question for Children:  Who is the one person you 
most need to say, “I’m sorry” to in your family? 
 
Question for Adults:  How have you or your family 
welcomed a family member who has been distant 
and/or absent from you? 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 erpelding1962@netscape.net 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 stjoseph6712@gmail.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 stjohnparishhall@msn.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph, Mary Lynn Nelson 
 (712) 946-5635 
 stjoseph@longlines.com 
 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 

mailto:frterry.roder@bishopheelan.org


Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Parish 

Monday March 28  No Mass  

Tuesday March 29  9:00 AM Kavanaugh Family St. Joseph 

Wednesday     March 30  9:00 AM Ann & Joe Langerfeld St. John 

Thursday March 31  9:00 AM Patricia Welsh Chesher St. Joseph 

Friday April 1  10:00 AM Mass at Pleasant View Nursing Home  

Saturday April 2  4:00 PM Andrew & Alta Lux St. Joseph 

Sunday  April 3 
 9:00 AM Charles Zobel, Sr. St. John 

 11:00 AM For the Parishioners of St. Bernard, St. John & St. Joseph St. Joseph 

WEEK OF MARCH 27, 2022 

GROWING IN OUR FAITH 

Sowing the Seeds of Knowledge 

Religious Education News 

Religious Education — Below, please find the schedule 
through the end of the year.  Please note:  We will have clos-
es on Wednesday, April 13, 2022. This is a change from the 
original schedule. 

Corporal Works of Mercy — Using the Corporal Works of 
Mercy as a guide, below are examples of ways your family 
can practice giving alms during this liturgical season. 

 Feed the Hungry:  Families can donate food to a local 
food pantry. 

 Give Drink to the Thirsty:  You can donate money to a 
reputable fund to build a well in a poor community, or 
donate bottles of water to a local shelter. 

  Shelter the Homeless:  You can donate money or sup-
plies to organizations that build homes for the home-
less, or you can donate blankets to homeless shelters. 

 Visit the Sick:  Some ways we can help is to donate 
blood, visit a nursing home or elderly neighbor, or 
make meals for the homebound or their caregivers. 

 Visit the Prisoners:  Adults can volunteer in a parish 
prison ministry, or donate gifts to the children of pris-
oners.  Adults can volunteer with organizations that 
mentor to youth.  And we can always pray for conver-
sions of heart of prisoners. 

 Bury the Dead:  We can pray for our deceased loved 

ones, send a card to someone who recently lost a loved 
one, or visit the graves of your loved ones. 

 Give Alms to the Poor:  We can donate gifts of time, 
talent, or treasure to a local community agency, or we 
can give money to Catholic Relief Services (CRS). 

High School Camp 
Emmaus:  Registration is now open!  What is Emmaus?  Em-
maus is a new summer camp, June 15—19, for students who 
have completed the 10th—12th grades.  The aim is for young 
people to encounter Christ and live as life-long disciples.  This 
five-day faith camp will include formative talks, small group 
discussions, games, hiking, campfires, and a daily emphasis 
on prayer and worship, including Mass and Adoration.  Learn 
more or register online at https://scdiocese.org/emmaus.  
Registrations are due May 5th, so register now! 

The Vineyard 
Around the Area 

Westwood Ministerial Association Soup Dinners — Then 
Sings My Soul:  A Musical Journey Thru Lent.  Each week we 
will gather for a simple soup supper at 6:00 PM and wor-
ship at 7:00 PM with a special musical guest.  Join us this 
Wednesday, March 30 at St. Joseph Catholic Church.  Fr. 
Michael Erpelding will host the event with musical guests, 
Jim Doyle & Group.  Please join us for food, fellowship, 
and music! 

Around the Diocese 
Faith In Action:  Mark your calendars for the next installment 
of Faith In Action, a locally-produced program on Siouxland 

Catholic Radio, Channel 88.1FM, which will air Monday, 
March 28 at 9AM.  Joe Twidwell discusses his faith journey as 
a permanent deacon with Deacons Dennis and Pat Brockhaus. 
This program replays Saturday, April 2 at 7 PM. Previous 
Faith In Action programs can be found at siouxlandcatholicra-
dio.com.  Click on Listen Live and podcasts. 

March 

30th Classes 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

April 

6th Classes 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

13th Classes 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

20th Classes 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

27th Last Class Night, 6:30- 7:30 p.m. 



Please pray for the sick of our parishes:  Midge Stanley, 
Margaret Hansen, Pam Turner, Loretta Simoff, John 
Heisterkamp, Charlotte Zortman, Florence Ibsgaard, Gina 
Mortensen, Chris Metzger, Judson Bramow, Anita 
Gerum, and Eddie & Ann Womack.  If you know of 
someone who is ill and needs our prayers and would like 
to be listed, or if you no longer need to be listed, contact 
Colleen at the parish office, 423-1004. 

 

The Knights of Columbus would like to thank all of our 
parishioners, Knights and friends who helped with ,who 
attended  and who contributed to our Fish Fry dinners 
this Lent. What a wonderful way  for our Parishes and 
community to come together. 

 

Easter Flower Memorials: It has been a meaningful tradi-
tion at Easter Time to make a contribution for Easter 
Flowers in memory of loved ones. A suggested contribu-
tion of $25 is requested, although any amount is appreci-
ated. We ask that you use the special envelope provided 
in your packet. If you do not have one of these envelopes, 
use any envelope and clearly mark it for Easter flowers 
and the names of the loved ones and your name. Place it 
in the collection basket no later than Palm Sunday so that 
we can list the names of all participants and their loved 
ones in the bulletin for Easter weekend. 

Together as One: So far, we have raised $7240.00 towards 
our goal of  $14462.00.  That is slightly over half way. 
Please, if you have not given, please do so as soon as you 
can.   

 

Remember to pray for the sick of our parish:   Doreen 
Becker, David Bogenrief, Christian Case, Vincent Cho-
quette, Kathy Clayton, Ben Cooper, Linda Donnelly, Col-
leen Ebner, Mike Franken, Nainna Gnat, Jeri Greiner, 
Bryson Harder, Sophie Helvey, Richard Hentges, Roger 
Huot, Sue LaCroix, Gerrie Lamoureux, Justin Lamoureux, 
Brian Mareau, Helen Martin, David Menard, Fran Mitch-
ell, Tristan Parks, Mark Rinaldi, Mary Lue Schneiders, 
Stella Serviss, Nick & Ally Spohr, Kathy Stahmer, Connie 
Wagner, Paula Wagner, Brady Worrell, and Cal Worrell.  
For all who travel, those who grieve, those in the military, veter-
ans and their families, and our nation’s leaders. 

 

St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

March 13, 2022 
Registered Families:  185 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $1280.00 

E-Offering  

Building Fund $213.00 

Catholic Home Missions  

Needy Fund  

Grain  

Easter Flowers $225.00 

Candles  

St. Bernard $225.00 

Camp. For Human Dev.  

  

Total for  March 6, 2022 $1943.00 

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

March 12 and 13, 2022 
Registered Families:  209 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $2821.00 

E-Offering $285.70 

Ash Wednesday $30.00 

Maintenance Fund $40.00 

Emergency $25.00 

Candles $47.00 

Food Pantry  

Mow & Snow $10.00 

Easter Flowers $5.00 

Aid to Worldwide Churches $10.00 

  

Total for March 6, 2022 $3273.70 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

God Laughs 

 A church in Minneapolis made up a list of all 

their male parishioners who died during ser-

vice in any war. They put this list on the wall 

for everyone to see. A 4-year-old boy was 

standing and looking at the list when the minis-

ter came by. The boy asked the minister, “What 

is this list for?” The minister replied, “That is 

all our male parishioners who died in the ser-

vice.” The boy asked the minister, “Was it dur-

ing the 9 o’clock or 10:30 service?” 

______________________________ 

You are invited to a virtual event to learn 

about Walking with Purpose on Tuesday, 

March 29 at 7 PM. To Learn more, contact 

jean.gillespie@walkingwithpurpose.com or 1-

203-918-3025. 

Ministries Schedule for St. Joseph 

April 2 @ 4 PM 

Servers:   Lawson, Hudson, Landen Schuetz 

Eucharistic Minister: Mary Kay Miller 

Lector: Michelle Mareau 

Greeters:  Pete & Marge Rinaldi 

Ushers: Bert Ullrich, Pete & Marge Rinaldi, 
 Ryan Willis 

Gifts:  Pete & Marge Rinaldi 

 

Ministries Schedule for  St. Joseph 

April 3 @ 11 AM 

Servers: Alyson Harpenau, Vivian & 
 Jaxton Johnson 

Eucharistic Minister: Bev Weikel 

Lector:  Mallory Holzerland 

Greeters: Tom & Doreen Becker 

Ushers:  Tom & Doreen Becker, John Kluver 
Gifts:  Tom & Doreen Becker 

Stewardship Schedule for St. Joseph 

 

 

 

 


