
 

Questions of the Week 
Inspiring Us to Live in the Holy Spirit 

 
Adults: How do I respond when people come 
to me and persistently ask for my help? 
 
Children: How do I pray when I need the help 
of God at home or in school? 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 erpelding1962@netscape.net 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 stjoseph6712@gmail.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 stjohnparishhall@msn.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph,  
 (712) 946-5635 
 stjoseph@longlines.com 
 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF 

     ST BERNARD 
201 Main St. Blencoe, IA 

ST JOHN 
1009 13th St., Onawa, IA 

ST JOSEPH 
510 Tipton St., Salix, IA 

THE TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME         OCTOBER 16, 2022 

The Pastor’s Toolbox 

Moses Hands Raised 
 During their long march from Egypt to Pales-
tine the Israelites had to go through land con-
trolled by other people. Some of these resisted 
this invasion. The Israelites had to fight to gain 
passage. 

 Moses inspired his small band by showing 
himself in prayer. He climbed a hill and stood in 
the traditional stance of prayer, arms raised and 
palms open. 

As long as they could see the Law-giver pray-
ing, the Israelites were courageous. Their mo-
rale ebbed when Moses grew tired. Finally, he 
had to station men at either side of his arms to 
sustain his position. 

 

The Persistent Widow 
 Jesus teaches the value of continued prayer by 
citing the example of a widow who triumphs by 
the same virtue. A dishonest judge is waiting 
for the other side’s bribe in a lawsuit. 

 Why does God demand persistence? The an-
swer may lie in our own failure to recognize 
God’s involvement in our daily lives. The rela-
tionship with the Giver is more important than 
the gift.  

mailto:frterry.roder@bishopheelan.org


Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Parish 

Monday October 17  No Mass  

Tuesday October 18     9:00 AM Sue Lamoureux St. Joseph 

Wednesday October 19     8:45 AM Joan Samson St. John 

Thursday October 20     9:00 AM Lawrence & Eileen Topf St. Joseph 

Friday October 21  8:45 AM Rosalie Torticill St. John 

Saturday  October 22      4:00 PM Darrell Lux St. Joseph 

Sunday       October 23 
 9:00 AM Verla Benjamin St. John 

 11:00 AM Parishioners of St. Bernard, St. John & St. Joseph  St. Joseph 

WEEK OF OCTOBER 16, 2022 

GROWING IN OUR FAITH 

Religious Education News 

Eucharist Miracles Traveling Exhibit:  
Blessed Carlo Acutis (1991—2006) loved 
Jesus, and in his own words, he “lived [his] 
life without wasting even a minute of it do-
ing things that wouldn't have pleased God”.  
One of his magnificent accomplishments is 
he electronically catalogued every Eucharis-

tic miracle, and this effort has been transformed into lovely 
visual displays. We are excited to announce that our par-
ishes will have this exhibit available for viewing from Oc-

tober 16, 2022—October 20, 2022 at St. Joseph. Please come 
and grow in your faith as you immerse yourself in the mir-
acles of the Eucharist around the world! 

ST. JOSEPH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FAMILIES:  PLEASE PLAN 
TO VISIT THE EUCHARIST MIRACLES TRAVELING EXHIBIT AS A 
FAMILY ON OCTOBER 19TH.  You may visit the exhibit any-
time between 6:00—8:00 PM. 

ST. JOHN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:  The students 
have class from 6:30—7:45 PM.   

Do you have an interest in becoming a Catholic?  If you 
are a baptized Catholic who would like to complete your 
Sacraments of Initiation, or you would like to become a 
Catholic, or you simply want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith, please contact Michelle Rethman, Director 
of Faith Formation, at stjoseph6712@gmail.com or 712-202-
6641. 

Volunteers:  We welcome any adult, 18 years old or older, 
who would like to volunteer in our Religious Education 
Programs. Any adult who volunteers with our children 
must have a background check and take VIRTUS Training.  
If you are interested or would like more information, 
please contact Michelle Rethman, Director of Faith For-
mation, at stjoseph6712@gmail.com or 712-202-6641. 

The Rescue Project:  Do you love God 
and your neighbor? Do you want to 
volunteer in the parish, but you aren’t 
certain what you can do? Please contact 
Michelle Rethman to discover how you 
can get involved in The Rescue Project. 
Our immediate need is assistance run-

ning the Rescued Project for our middle school and high stu-
dents. We welcome assistance with: 

 Decorating Committee: Help creating a welcoming 

atmosphere for our teens. 

 Meal Planning and Serving: Planning and serving 

meals for 30 (St. Joe)—45 (St. John) hungry teenagers. 

 Small group facilitators: God doesn’t call the 

equipped; rather, He equips the called. Prayerfully con-
sider volunteering as an adult leader who will facilitate 
our teens in small group discussion following the video 
presentation. We will provide materials — no degree or 
advanced degree in Theology is required. 

 Assistant Coordinator: This volunteer will communi-

cate with parish staff on various administrative respon-
sibilities to create an organized experience for volun-
teers and participants. 

 Prayer Ministry: We welcome anyone and everyone to 

pray for our participants, volunteers, and leaders as we 
journey through The Rescued Project. If you are praying 
for us, please let us know. 

Contact Michelle at stjoseph6712@gmail.com or 712-202-
6641.  

Please prayerfully consider volunteering for the remaining 
evenings or one evening, and thank you for your consider-
ation!   



Let’s make sure to come Together as One! Make sure 

you pledge or make your gift this year to support adult 

and youth conferences and retreats, marriage prepa-

ration, religious education, and mental health assess-

ments through Catholic Charities, just to name a few! 

Our goal this year is $9460.00 With your help, we will 

get there. You can give online, easily and safely, at 

www.scdiocese.org. 

Knight: Amy Christensen & Deb Craig for their work as-

sembling volunteers to prepare the desserts & salads for the 
St. John Fall Chicken Dinner on 9/25. THANK YOU! 

Family: the women of St. John & St. Joseph for their prepa-

ration of desserts & salads and their spirit of volunteerism 
during the St. John Fall Chicken Dinner on 9/25. THANK 
YOU! 

Special Recognition: Our Knights & family members 

who donated time serving 151 take-outs and 109 dine 
in! “THANK YOU” to the workers downstairs, upstairs and 
outside! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together As One:  Let’s make sure to come Together as 
One! Make sure you pledge or make your gift this year to 
support adult and youth conferences and retreats, mar-
riage preparation, religious education, and mental health 
assessments through Catholic Charities, just to name a 
few! Our goal this year is $11583.00. With your help, we 
will get there. You can give online, easily and safely, at 
www.scdiocese.org.  

A Heartfelt Thank You to Fred and Deb Craig for assist-
ing our staff with cleaning the church on Friday, Septem-
ber 30th. 

Thank you to Jim Doyle for volunteering his time and tal-
ent to restoring the window casings in the church. 

American Legion Pancake Breakfast:  Please join the 
American Legion Post 662 (901 Topaz St., Sergeant Bluff) 
for a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, October 16, 2022 from 
9:00 AM—12:00 PM.  Breakfast includes scrambled eggs, 
pancakes, biscuits & gravy, sausage, fresh fruit, and bever-
ages.  Proceeds with help replace the building’s heating 
and cooling system, a project they hope to complete by 
Spring 2023.  Come and enjoy a fresh and hot breakfast! 

St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

October 2, 2022 
Registered Families:  185 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $2305.00 

E-Offering $94.70 

  

Miscellanous Funds  

  

  

  

  

St. Bernard $110.00 

  

  

Total for  October 2, 2022  $2509.70 

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

October 2, 2022 
Registered Families:  209 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $3989.00 

E-Offering  

  

Miscellanous funds $191.50 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Total for October 2, 2022 $4181.50 

Tuesday, October 18th 



 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Minister Schedule for October 22 and 23 

Ministry Saturday, Oct. 22 Sunday, Oct. 23 

Altar Servers  
Madelyn & Grady Olson Luke & Levi Willis 

Kaitlyn Skatges Grace Lewis 

EMHC Paula Olson Brenda Hinrickson 

Lector Michelle Mareau Kathy Baker 

Greeters Pete & Marge Rinaldi Tom & Doreen Becker 

Gifts  
Pete & Marge Rinaldi Tom & Doreen Becker 

  

Ushers  
Bert Ullrich, Aaron Skatges Ryan Willis Family 

Pete & Marge Rinaldi Kyle & Eric Eliason 

Communion to the Homebound:  Mary Lander & Bev Weikel 

Stewards, Monday, Oct. 10 @ 10 AM:  John Janson & Kathy Baker 

 
The bishops of the United States have called 
upon all the faithful to renew their belief and 
worship of the Eucharist. Each month the 
members of the three local churches will have 
the opportunity to pray during the exposition of 
the Eucharist.  
 
Sunday, November 6: St. Joseph, Salix, 
Noon to 2:00 pm, in the daily Mass chapel. 
 
Sunday, December 4: St. John, Onawa, 10 
AM to 2:00  PM in the main Church. 

++++++ God Laughs ++++++ 
God and St. Peter are playing a round of golf. On 
the first hole God drives into the water. The wa-
ters part and God chips onto the green. On the 
second hole God takes a tremendous whack and 
the ball lands ten feet from the pin. An earth-
quake causes part of the green to rise and the ball 
rolls into the cup. On the third hole God lands in 
a sand trap. He creates life: single cell organisms 
develop into fish, then amphibians. They evolve 
into reptiles, birds and furry little mammals. One 
of the mammals runs into the trap, grabs God’s 
ball in its mouth, scurries over and drops it in the 
hole. St. Peter looks at God and says, “You gonna 
play golf, or you gonna fool around?” 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
. 

PILGRIMAGE TO SPAIN, 
LOURDES & FATIMA 

 
 Come along April 24 - May 4, 2023, to 
some truly beautiful and sacred plac-
es!  We will visit both of the great Shrines 
to Mary, Lourdes in Southern France and 
Fatima in Portugal, and many wonderful 
places in Spain.  Mass each day in great 
Churches and Cathedrals along the 
way.  Cost is $3,899 with departure from 
Omaha.  For a brochure and follow up 
newsletters, contact Fr. Dan Guenther, 
St. Mary's Parish, 307 - 4th St. N., Hum-
boldt, Iowa 50548 or call 712-899-6870 
or email frdanguenther@gmail.com.  

Tune into Faith in Action at 9 a.m. Monday, Oct. 17. 

Host Joanne Fox interviews Father Doug Klein, a 

priest of the Diocese of Sioux City, on his experience 

with The Camino de Santiago, a pilgrimage leading to 

the Shrine of the Apostle St. James the Great in the 

Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia, 

Spain. Faith in Action replays at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 

Oct. 22. Faith in Action is brought to you by Mary's 

Choice, a Sioux City Pregnancy Resource Center.  
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