
 

Questions of the Week 
Inspiring Us to Live in the Holy Spirit 

 
Adults:  When has God’s mercy changed the direc-
tion of my life? 
 
Children:  What would I have done if I were in Zac-
chaeus’ shoes? 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 father@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 father@stjoeparish.com 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 michelle@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 michelle@stjoeparish.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 secretary@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph,  
 (712) 946-5635 
 secretary@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF 

     ST BERNARD 
201 Main St. Blencoe, IA 

ST JOHN 
1009 13th St., Onawa, IA 

ST JOSEPH 
510 Tipton St., Salix, IA 

THE THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME         OCTOBER 30, 2022 

The Pastor’s Toolbox 

Day of the Lord 

 The people of the Old Testament were among the first to 
note that there might be a finality to time. Most other na-
tions saw existence only as an endless cycle of seasons. The 
Israelites saw the actions of God in history and concluded 
that there might be a terminal to these acts. This concept led 
to the notion of Judgment (or Doom’s) Day. At that event 
God would bring final punishment to the wicked and re-
ward to the good. Paul used this notion in winning con-
verts. Some, like the Christians of Thessalonica, took the 
idea too literally. They thought that the end of the world 
was imminent. Some even quit their jobs to wait. This 
gained Paul’s followers a reputation for laziness. Fanatics 
even claimed to have received angelic messages warning of 
the approaching “Day of the Lord.” The Apostle writes to 
discourage false anxieties. 
 

Zacchaeus and the Sycamore 

 Jericho is a city of turning points. It is an oasis that serves 
as a crossroads between Galilee and Jerusalem and between 
Israel, Jordan and Egypt. It is here that Jesus will take the 
road that will lead to Calvary. It is also the home of a hated 
and rich, mercenary tax collector named Zacchaeus. His 
fellow Jews see him only as a collaborator with the Roman 
occupation forces. He has reached the peak of his career but 
is unsatisfied. He has few if any friends. His last chance 
may be to reform by turning to Jesus. Being short of stature, 
he climbs a sycamore tree. This is not the stately plant of 
America, nor that of Eurasia. It is a variety of fruit tree, of-
ten known as the “poor man's fig. There is a bit of satire in 
the fact that he climbs a plant grown for the impoverished. 
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Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Parish 

Monday October 31 5:30 PM Father Patrick O’Kane St. John 

Tuesday November 1     6:30 PM Errol & Lavonne Brouillette St. Joseph 

Wednesday November 2     8:45 AM Joe Fouts St. John 

Thursday November 3     9:00 AM Sue Lamoureux St. Joseph 

Friday November 4  10:00 AM Fr. John McGuirk   Pleasant View Nursing Home 

Saturday  November  5      4:00 PM Joshua Lux St. Joseph 

Sunday   November   6 
 9:00 AM Deceased Knights of Columbus and their families St. John 

 11:00 AM Parishioners of St. Bernard, St. John & St. Joseph  St. Joseph 

WEEK OF OCTOBER 30, 2022 

GROWING IN OUR FAITH 

Formation News 

Carlo’s Corner 
“The more Eucharist we receive, the 
more we will become like Jesus, so that 
on earth we will have a foretaste of 
heaven.” 

Blessed Carlo Acutis 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to the Knights of Columbus, particularly Jim 
and Patrick Bosanek, for sponsoring the Eucharistic Mira-
cles of the World Exhibit during the month of October.  
We estimate we had over 100 visitors to this amazing ex-
hibit!  Some visitors came twice!  Thank you for helping us 
grow in our faith, especially the Eucharist.   

Volunteers:  We welcome any adult, 18 years old or older, 
who would like to volunteer in our Religious Education 
Programs. Any adult who volunteers with our children 
must have a background check and take VIRTUS Training.  
If you are interested or would like more information, 
please contact Michelle Rethman, Director of Faith For-
mation, at 712-202-664, or info@stjphnparishonawa.com or 
stjoeparishsalix.com. 

Only 30% of all Catholics in the pews 
believe in the Real Presence in the Eu-
charist. 

Fewer Americans attend Church...any 
church...with regularity. 

Fewer families celebrate faith in their 
homes. 

Today’s children have more access to more things than any previ-
ous generation, and they are more anxious than any previous 
generation. 

These are just a few of today’s media headlines. 

But what if there is a different story? 

We are currently running The Rescue Project for our teens as 
a forerunner to running The Rescue Project for the entire 
parish — adults and teens — for Lent.  But to  be success-
ful, we need your help. Please contact Michelle Rethman to 
discover how you can get involved in The Rescue Project. 
We welcome assistance with: 

 Decorating Committee: Help creating a welcoming 
atmosphere for participants. 

 Meal Planning and Serving: Planning and serving 

meals for our participants. 

 Small group facilitators: God doesn’t call the 

equipped; rather, He equips the called. Prayerfully con-
sider volunteering as an adult leader who will facilitate 
our teens in small group discussion following the video 
presentation. We will provide materials — no degree or 
advanced degree in Theology is required. 

 Assistant Coordinator: This volunteer will communi-

cate with parish staff on various administrative respon-
sibilities to create an organized experience for volun-
teers and participants. 

What When Time 

All Saints’ Day* Wednesday, November 2, 2022 6:30—7:45 PM 

Classes Wednesday, November 9, 2022 6:30—7:45 PM 

Classes Wednesday, November 16, 2022 6:30—7:45 PM 

No Classes Wednesday, November 23, 2022 Closed 



 

 We are advertising for a new secretary at St. 
Joseph Church. Qualified candidates will be 
personable and welcoming to all visitors to the 
church.  She or he will possess administrative 
skills including but not limited to phone eti-
quette, filing, and computer skills.  Organization 
and work experience with databases is critical.  
Salary commensurate with experience.  Interest-
ed candidates should submit their resumes to 
Fr. Michael Erpelding at father@stjoeparish.com 
or (712) 898-6712. 

This year, our parish goal is $9460.00 for Together 

As One.. With everyone’s participation, we can 

achieve our goal. No contribution is too large or to 

small. So far, we  are about half way to our goal. 

Please consider giving generously to our parish goal. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^     

We need a new  Christmas tree for the sanctuary this 

year. If you would like to contribute to purchasing a 

new tree, please drop it by the office and give it to 

Colleen or drop it in the collection basket, marked 

Christmas tree. Any amount would be appreciated. 

Thank you!  
Knight: Amy Christensen & Deb Craig for their work assem-

bling volunteers to prepare the desserts & salads for the St. 
John Fall Chicken Dinner on 9/25. THANK YOU! 

Family: the women of St. John & St. Joseph for their prepara-

tion of desserts & salads and their spirit of volunteerism 
during the St. John Fall Chicken Dinner on 9/25. THANK 
YOU! 

Special Recognition: Our Knights & family members who 

donated time serving 151 take-outs and 109 dine 
in! “THANK YOU” to the workers downstairs, upstairs and 
outside! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together As One:  This year, our parish goal is $11,583.00. 
We can achieve our goal with everyone’s participation. No 
contribution is too large or to small. To date we are nearly 
half way to our goal. Please consider giving to this diocesan 
fund. 

Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund:  In consideration of the 
recent hurricanes in Florida and along the east coast, 
“Archbishop José Gómez has asked all bishops to take up a 
voluntary special collection to support the church and hu-
manitarian needs from this and any future disasters.”  We 
will take up a second collection for Hurricane Ian at all Mass-
es this weekend.  Thank you for your donations.  

St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

October 16, 2022 
Registered Families:  185 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $1373.43 

E-Offering $74.70 

Misc. Funds  

Tile repair/Tuck Pointing $1650.00 

World Mission Sunday $80.00 

  

  

  

St. Bernard $245.00 

  

  

Total for  October 16, 2022  $3423.13 

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

October 15-16, 2022 
Registered Families:  209 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $2078.00 

E-Offering $78.00 

  

Miscellanous funds $90.00 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Total for Oct. 15-16, 2022 $2246.00 



 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Minister Schedule for Nov.5-6 

Ministry Saturday, Nov. 5 Sunday, Nov. 6 

Altar Servers  
Lawson Schuetz Luke & Levi Willis 

Madelyn & Grady Olson Addison Goodin 

EMHC Mike Donnelly Judy Milos 

Lector Michelle Mareau Joni Greder 

Greeters Aaron Skatges Family Tom & Doreen Becker 

Gifts  
Aaron Skatges Family Tom & Doreen Becker 

  

Ushers  
Bert Ullrich, Paula Olson  Ron & Margaret Wood 

Landen & Hudson Schuetz Kyle & Eric Eliason 

Communion to the Homebound:  Fred & Deb Craig 

Stewards, Monday, Nov. 7 @ 10 AM:  Don & Sue Mohning 

 
The bishops of the United States have called upon 
all the faithful to renew their belief and worship of 
the Eucharist. Each month the members of the 
three local churches will have the opportunity to 
pray during the exposition of the Eucharist.  
 
Sunday, November 6: St. Joseph, Salix, Noon to 
2:00 pm, in the daily Mass chapel. 
 
Sunday, December 4: St. John, Onawa, 10 AM to 
2:00  PM in the main Church. 

++++++ God Laughs ++++++ 

It is well documented that for every 
mile that you jog, you add one minute to 
your life. This enables you at 85 years 
old to spend an additional 5 months in a 
nursing home at $5000 per month. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PILGRIMAGE TO SPAIN, 
LOURDES & FATIMA 

 
 Come along April 24 - May 4, 2023, to some tru-
ly beautiful and sacred places!  We will visit both 
of the great Shrines to Mary, Lourdes in Southern 
France and Fatima in Portugal, and many won-
derful places in Spain.  Mass each day in great 
Churches and Cathedrals along the way.  Cost is 
$3,899 with departure from Omaha.  For a bro-
chure and follow up newsletters, contact Fr. Dan 
Guenther, St. Mary's Parish, 307 - 4th St. N., 
Humboldt, Iowa 50548 or call 712-899-6870 or 

email frdanguenther@gmail.com.  

.  
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