
 

the Sacrament of Confession during this Advent Season in a dif-
ferent way. Instead of a Penance Service, Father Erpelding will 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Joseph Church on 
Wednesday, December 14, from 3:00 – 8:00 PM. He will be in the 
confessional during those hours. Since he will be the only priest 
hearing confessions, we ask you to prayerfully examine your con-
science before coming into the confessional. Please limit your sins 
to kind and number. You may find the Act of Contrition conven-
iently in the confessional. 

 In light of these circumstances, you may feel there is little room 
for joy, but take heart. Come to confession on Wednesday, en-
counter Jesus Christ in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and wit-
ness the joy of the priesthood firsthand.  MR 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 father@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 father@stjoeparish.com 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 michelle@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 michelle@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 secretary@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph,  
 (712) 946-5635 
 secretary@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                               DECEMBER 11, 2022 

Light the Candle of Joy 

 Today we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, Guadete Sun-
day, which means, “Rejoice!”  Today we light the rose candle on 
the Advent Wreath, the candle which symbolizes joy. 

 What is joy? If you type the word into a Microsoft Word docu-
ment, and then use the Thesaurus tool, the first word which ap-
pears is “happiness”. Another synonym which appears is 
“pleasure”. But true Christian joy is neither happiness nor pleas-
ure. 

 You may find an excellent explanation of the difference be-
tween “joy” and “happiness” or “pleasure” in Bishop Michael F. 
Olson’s “The Joy of the Priesthood.” (Holy Trinity Seminary Wel-

come Dinner, Irving Convention Center, Irving, Texas, October 4, 2014.) 
In his address to the seminarians, Bishop Olson proposes pleasure 
satisfies the physical senses, while happiness gratifies us internal-
ly. Pleasure and happiness are fleeting and dependent on external 
stimuli. Joy, on the other hand, “is a supernatural gift that we re-
ceive through God’s grace.” (“The Joy of the Priesthood.") Joy 
lives in us and radiates outward. 

 In his address, Bishop Olson makes two poignant observations: 
the first, that “the priesthood exists for the sake of the Eucharist. 
There is no Eucharist without the priesthood. Without Jesus’ deci-
sion to institute the Eucharist, there is no priesthood” (Ibid.); and 
second, the priestly vocation is a particular and personal invitation 
of Jesus, and furthermore, it has no equal in any other institution. 

 To his first point, one may argue there is at least one other sac-
rament which we cannot celebrate without the priestly vocation:  
Confession, or more aptly, the Sacrament of Reconciliation. You 
may find all sorts of people making all sorts of confessions on 
television and social media, but these confessions lack assured 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and healing. In the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, Jesus Christ forgives us of our sins and reconciles us 
to Himself and one another. 

 This past year the Diocese of Sioux City buried some priests. A 
few priests retired, but some postponed their well-deserved retire-
ment to continue to serve the people of the diocese. Bishop Nick-
less ordained one young man to the priesthood, but the number of 
priests who are close to retirement age far outweigh the number 
of young men in seminary. Our diocese absolutely suffers from a 
shortage of priests. We have first-hand evidence of this shortage. 
For perhaps the first time, Father Erpelding was unable to find 
assistance from retired priests to hear confessions during Advent. 
It wasn’t that the retired priests were unwilling; simply, they were 
unable to due to other commitments. So, we will “pivot” and offer  
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Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Parish 

Monday December 12  No Mass  

Tuesday December 13     9:00 AM  Errol & Lavonne Brouillette St. Joseph 

Wednesday December 14     8:45 AM Special Intention St. John 

Thursday December 15     9:00 AM Mary Lou O’Gorman St. Joseph 

Friday December 16  8:45 AM Scott Ellis St. John 

Saturday  December 17      4:00 PM Parishioners of St. Bernard, St. John & St. Joseph St. Joseph 

Sunday   December 18 
 9:00 AM Pete Mortensen St. John 

 11:00 AM Bud and Rita Brassfield  St. Joseph 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 11, 2022 

GROWING IN OUR FAITH 

Formation News 

Carlo’s Corner 
“All people are born as originals, but 
many die as photocopies.” 

Blessed Carlo Acutis 

 

Visit Nativity Scenes! 
Now through Decem-
ber 14, 2022; and Jan-
uary 2—4, 2023, 8:00 
AM—7:00 PM at the 
Saint Benedict Center in Schuyler, NE.  Everyone is in-
vited to make a pilgrimage to the St. Benedict Center, 
view God’s Love made visible in nativity scenes from 
the Holy Land, Africa, Asia, South & North America, 
and Europe.  While viewing these beautiful nativity 
scenes, pray for the peace which our world so desperate 
needs.  Free admission.  For more information, call (402) 
352-8819, or visit www.StBenedictCenter.com.  We 
hope to see you soon! 

St. John—Onawa YouTube page:  We would love to 
increase the number of subscribers on our YouTube 
page!  To subscribe, go to www.youtube.com.  In the 
search bar, type “St. John — Onawa”, and hit the sub-
scribe button.  It’s that simple! 

What When Time 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 — See below 

Classes Wednesday, December 21, 2022 6:30—7:45 PM 

No Classes Wednesday, December 28,  2022 Closed 

Religious Education — Important Announcement 

St. John Church: On Wednesday, December 14, 2022, 
the Knights of Columbus will host the Annual Pizza 
Party for the students.  The catechists will teach a 
lesson.  We will have class from 6:30—7:45 PM. We 
thank the Knights for their generous hospitality to 
our children! 

St. Joseph Church: Due to the priest shortage in our 
diocese, all of the retired priests are committed to oth-
er parishes to hear confessions.  Therefore, Father 
Erpelding will be the only priest to hear confessions 
on Wednesday, December 14, 2022. He will be in the 
confessional from 3:00—8:00 PM. Parents, as the pri-
mary catechists of your children, we encourage you to 
bring your family to confession. Please come and go 
at your convenience.  There will not be any classes from 
6:30—7:45 PM. 

Steubenville 2023 — Registration Is Now Open! 

 The Diocese of Sioux City invites all students currently 
enrolled in 8th—12th grades to this year’s Steubenville Con-
ference in Springfield, Missouri, July 7th—9th!  Parents, 
please check your email for more detailed information, but 
of immediate importance is the deadline to register.  The 
cost is approximately $380. Registration and non-refundable 
$50.00 deposit is due by Friday, December 23, 2022.  Register 
online, https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=CZ4wFW.  Find 
more information at the Steubenville Conferences website, 
www.steubenvilleconferences.com or https://
steubenvilleconferences.com/events/nstp/, or please con-
tact Michelle Rethman, 712-202-6641. 



 

Christmas Flower Memorials for St. John. It is wonderful at 

Christmas time to make a contribution for Christmas flow-

ers in Memory of Our Loved Ones. We are asking for a con-

tribution of $30.00. If you wish to participate, we ask that 

you write the name of your loved ones on a paper, clearly 

mark your envelope “Christmas Flowers”, or use the Christ-

mas Flower envelope in your packet and place in the col-

lection basket. In the bulletin of December 25, we will pub-

lish the names of the contributor and their loved ones. 

Please do not donate a flower, we would like all our plants 

to be uniform in size and color. 

The Onawa-Blencoe Knights of Columbus once again are 

sponsoring their annual Christmas Toy Drive to benefit chil-

dren and families in Monona County. Donation boxes are 

at Bomgaars, Dollar General, Stangel Pharmacy, Fiesta 

Foods & St. John Church. Cash donations can be dropped 

off at Farm Bureau Ins. (Brent McCall), Zima Insurance & 

Investments (Doug Zima) or St. John’s, (Colleen Maule). 

Thank you for helping the families of Monona County. 

Remembrance Tree 

Everyone is invited to place an ornament on our   

Family Remembrance Tree in celebration or in 

memory of a person/people in your life. We would 

love for our parish families to all be represented on 

this tree. Those who left their ornaments last year, 

they will be put on the tree for you. Your ornament will 

remain with the tree through the years unless you re-

move it after Christmas. The remembrance tree  is at 

the top of the stairs to the right of the elevator on the 

Church level. 

Important Parish Office Announcement: Due to a staffing 
shortage, the parish office hours will temporarily change.  
Until further notice, the office will be open Monday, Tues-
day and Thursday, 9:30 AM—1:00 PM.  Staffing will be 
inconsistent on Wednesdays and Fridays.  We recommend 
you call before coming to the office.  Please call 712-202-
6641. 

Together As One:  This year, our parish goal is 
$11,583.00. We are so close! As of December 1, we have do-
nated $9,880.00!  We are $1,703.00 away from our goal! 
No contribution is too large or too small. Thank you to 
everyone who has sent in a donation thus far. If you have-
n’t sent in your pledge yet, please consider giving before 
the year ends. 

Christmas Flowers Memorials for St. Joseph:  Traditional-
ly, families purchase the poinsettias which adorn the altar 
during the Christmas Season.  These beautiful plants hon-
or the memory of loved ones.  If you would like to pur-
chase a poinsettia for your loved one(s), please use the 
“Christmas Flowers” special envelope in your giving enve-
lopes packet, or contact the parish office during regular 
business hours.  Thank you. 

 

St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

November 27, 2022 
Registered Families:  185 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $1210.00 

E-Offering $454.58 

Misc. Funds $104.00 

Christmas Flowers $30.00 

St. Bernard $260.00 

  

Total for  Nov. 27, 2022 $2058.58 

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

November 26-27 2022 
Registered Families:  209 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $1,243.00 

E-Offering  

Thanksgiving $79.00 

Christmas Flowers $60.00 

Miscellaneous Funds $42.00 

  

Total for Nov. 26-27, 2022 $1,424.00 



 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Minister Schedule for December 17—18 

Ministry Saturday, Dec. 17 Sunday, Dec. 18 

Altar Servers  
Hudson & Lawson Schuetz Joe & JT Dewald 

Kellen Hunold Allyson Harpenau 

EMHC Monica Kavanaugh Linda Adkins 

Lector Mike Donnelly Kathy Baker 

Greeters Pete & Marge Rinaldi Tom & Doreen Becker 

Gifts  
Pete & Marge Rinaldi Tom & Doreen Becker 

  

Ushers  
Bert Ullrich Ron & Margaret Wood 

Aaron Skatges Family John & Heather Hensley 

Communion to the Homebound:  Mary Parker & Mary Herbst 

Stewards, Monday, Dec. 19 @ 10 AM:  Don & Sue Mohning 

The bishops of the United States have called upon 
all the faithful to renew their belief and worship of 
the Eucharist. Each month the members of the 
three local churches will have the opportunity to 
pray during the exposition of the Eucharist.  
 
Sunday, January 22, 2023      St. Joseph, Salix,                          
Noon to 2:00 PM (in the daily Mass chapel) 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2023   St. John, Onawa,             
10 AM to 2 PM (in the main church) 
 
Sunday. March 19, 2023         St. Joseph, Salix, 
Noon to 2 PM (in daily Mass chapel) 
 
Sunday, April 23, 2023    St. John, Onawa, 
10 AM to 2 PM (in the main church) 
 
Sunday, May 7, 2023              St. Joseph, Salix, 
Noon to 2 PM (in the daily Mass chapel) 
 
Sunday, June 4, 2023   St. John, Onawa,             
10 AM to 2 PM (in the main church) 

God Laughs  
Q: What is the difference between the Minneso-

ta Vikings and a dollar bill? 

A: You can still get 4 quarters out of a dollar bill. 

Q: How many Vikings does it take to win a Su-

per Bowl? 

A: Nobody knows 

Q: What do the Vikings and a possum have in 

common? 

A: Both play dead at home and get killed on the 

road. 

.  

Save Taxes and Make a Charitable Contribution 

 
 Since the new tax law was implemented, it 
makes itemizing tax deductions much more diffi-
cult. If you are over age 70 1/2, you can have 
your IRA provider direct a charitable distribution 
directly to your favorite charity, such as a church. 
If you are age 72 or over, and need to take re-
quired minimum distributions, the same method 
can be used. It’s a win-win transaction. You pay 
no taxes on the amount sent directly from your 
custodian, and you provide funds for your favor-
ite charities. If you have questions, contact There-
sa Niewohner at 712-420-0917 or Doug Zima at 

712-420-6207. 


