
 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 father@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 father@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 michelle@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 michelle@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 secretary@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph, Mary Brady 
 (712) 946-5635 
 secretary@stjoeparishsalix.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Friday 
   9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF 

     ST BERNARD 
201 Main St. Blencoe, IA 

ST JOHN 
1009 13th St., Onawa, IA 

ST JOSEPH 
510 Tipton St., Salix, IA 

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD      JANUARY 1, 2023 

Questions of the Week 
Inspiring Us to Live in the Holy Spirit 

 
Adults:  How has God blessed and kept your family? What 
can you do as  family this week to show your gratitude for 
these blessings? 
 
Children:  When have you felt most blessed by God? What 
can you do to help someone in your family feel the same 
way? 

 Christmas season begins with Christmas Eve Masses. Christmas season ends with the 

celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, which is celebrated on Monday, January 9th this 

year.  So, this year the Christmas Season is 16 days, if I count correctly. The days of 

Christmas have rich celebrations. Christmas is the celebration of God sending his Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be incarnate among us. God sent his Son to take on flesh and blood and 

live in this world as a human while fully God. We also recall that Jesus will come to us 

each day we accept him and will come at the end of time to take us all to the perfection of 

a heavenly realm. 

 On December 26 we remember Stephen, a deacon and the first Christian martyr.  He 

was killed by those who did not want to hear the Good News of Jesus.  Stephen was 

stoned to death. 

 On December 28 we remember the Holy Innocents, children who were killed in the 

attempt of Herod to kill two-year-old Jesus. The Holy Family was aided by an angel, who 

told them to escape to Egypt. This reminds us that God had saved his people at the time of 

Moses and the Exodus, by leading them from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Holy Land. 

 On December 30 we celebrate the Holy Family. Just as Jesus grew up in a family 

who loved him, protected him, taught him, and guided him, so we are to raise our chil-

dren in holy families. We reflect upon the Holy Family to receive blessings for our own 

families. 

 On January 1 we celebrate Mary, Mother of God. We honor Mary as Jesus’ Mother and 

the mother of all of us. Formerly this celebration was for the circumcision of Jesus on the 

eighth day after his birth. Oh, that we may be honored by allowing this greatest human 

being to pray for us, and honor her for her faithfulness to God to bear the Son of God and 

her own Son. 

 On January 4 we honor St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the patron of the Catholic Schools of 

the U.S. She was a widow who began a religious order and began the first Catholic school 

near Baltimore, Maryland. We can pray that all of us learn more about our faith, especially 

our children in Catholic Schools. Catholic schools were and are an important tool of evan-

gelization of children and their families. 

 On January 7 we honor St. Raymond of Penafort, the patron saint of canon lawyers. 

You can pray for your favorite canon lawyer. Don’t forget your pastor on this day, ha, ha. 

 On January 8 we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord. This was the earliest 

“Christmas” celebration in the Church. It has evolved into the celebration of the visit of 

the Magi with special consideration of the Light of Christ coming into the world at Christ-

mas. 

 On January 9 we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. His baptism 

leads him to his public ministry, where he chooses his disciples and with them takes his 

message on the road. This journey leads him to Jerusalem where he is killed and then 

rises from the dead. Our baptism is to lead us to bring the Good News of Jesus to the 

world. This journey will involve some suffering, yet we are one with our saving Lord. 

 Please celebrate with great joy the totality of the Christmas season. Fr. Michael 
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Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Parish 

Monday January 2  No Mass  

Tuesday January 3     9:00 AM  Glenda Ullrich St. Joseph 

Wednesday January 4     8:45 AM Lee Christensen St. John 

Thursday January 5     9:00 AM Gerald Daly St. Joseph 

Friday January 6  10:00 AM Fr. Victor Ramaeker Pleasant View NH 

Saturday   January 7  4:00 PM Maurice and Gloria Welte St. Joseph 

Sunday         January 8  
 9:00 AM Sam & Florence Spencer St. John 

 11:00 AM Parishioners of St. Bernard, St. John, and St. Joseph  St. Joseph 

WEEK OF JANUARY 1, 2023 

GROWING IN OUR FAITH 

Formation News 

Carlo’s Corner 
“Do not be afraid because with the In-
carnation of Jesus, death becomes life, 
and there’s no need to escape:  in eternal 
life, something extraordinary awaits us.” 

Blessed Carlo Acutis 

 

Religious Education: We will resume classes on Janu-
ary 4, 2023, 6:30—7:30 PM.  Please note classes will re-
turn to meeting from 6:30—7:30 PM for the remainder 
of this academic year. 

 

Parish Office Holiday Hours:  Please note the parish 
offices will be closed on Monday, January 2, 2023, to 
observe New Year’s Day.  We will reopen both offices 
on Tuesday, January 3, 2023. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Retreats 

Saint Benedict Center 
Schuyler, Nebraska 

BioSpiritual Focusing: Praying with the Whole Self, January 
13 - 14, 2023, Zoom retreat sponsored by Saint Benedict Cen-
ter, Schuyler, with Debbie Sheehan, MA, and Jane King, MA. 
“God looked at everything he had made and found it very 
good” (Gen 1:31). Join us to learn more about how gently be-
ing with what is real within your embodied self can open 
your awareness of a deeper story and lead to greater whole-
ness. This practice is simple and can be helpful for anyone – 
young child to senior. It requires only the willingness to pay 
attention contemplatively to what is present within and to let 
go of trying to fix or change ourselves, awaiting the move-
ment of the Spirit within. Zoom sessions: Friday, 7:00 – 9:00 
p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m. – noon. Register now at 
www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819. 
 
Men’s Retreat: “Give Them Some Food Yourselves!” (Mark 
6:37), January 20 - 22, retreat at Saint Benedict Center, 
Schuyler, with Brother August Schaefer, OSB, Deacon Mark Ca-
poun and Father Thomas Leitner, OSB. During this weekend, 
we are invited to encounter Christ in Holy Scripture, to be 
formed as disciples by his teaching and his example, and in-
spired to use our resources generously in nourishing others 
and caring for them. This retreat will help us listen to Christ 
throughout this year and put into practice what we have un-
derstood. The schedule includes brief conferences, silence, 
Mass, Confession, fellowship, and spiritual direction. Open 
to all ages. Scholarships are available. Friday, 7:30 p.m. to 
S u n d a y  a f t e r  l u n c h .  R e g i s t e r  n o w  a t 
www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819. 

What When Time 

Classes Wednesday, January 4, 2023 6:30—7:30 PM 

http://www.StBenedictCenter.com
http://www.StBenedictCenter.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we close out the year 2022 and begin the new year 
2023, we are given the opportunity to reflect upon the 
many graces and blessings God has given to us in the 
past year, and  to look forward to a new year, to im-
prove, to look at those ways in our lives that we can bet-
ter serve those around us. As we thank almighty God 
for His many blessings in the past year, let us ask Him 
for the graces and the light that we need as we enter in-
to the new year of 2023. God bless you all and Happy 
New Year to everyone .”  

It is not too late to make your contribution to Together 
As One. We are still $2800.00 short of our goal. Any and 
all contributions are welcomed and appreciated. Thank you to 
everyone who has sent in a donation. If you haven’t sent in 
your pledge yet, please consider giving .  Any contri-
butions above our parish goal will  return to our par-
ish. 

‘Knight of Month’  : Bishop Nickless for his hard work & 

prayerful intentions in the difficult decision-making affect-

ing our diocesan parishes & priests. May God bless you! 

‘Family of Month’. The teams of volunteers at St. John 

& St. Joseph for their heartfelt & beautiful work decorating 

our parishes for the upcoming Holy Days of Christ-

mas. May God bless all of you! 

 

Important Parish Office Announcement: We have 
slightly revised the parish office hours. The parish office 
will have staff available to assist you, Monday thru Fri-
day, 9:30 AM to 1:30 PM.  

Together As One:  This year, our parish goal is 
$11,583.00. We are over our goal! Thank you to everyone 
who has sent in a donation. Now that we have met our 
parish goal, every additional pledge returns to the par-
ish. 

New Year, New You!  St. Jo-
seph Church seeks volunteers 
for parish ministries in liturgy, 
the Rescued Project which we 
will run in February, and cate-
chetical ministries.  Interest 
forms will be in the pews be-
ginning the weekend of Janu-
ary 14th and 15th.  Fill out a form and place it in the 
collection basket during Masses.  A ministry leader will 
contact you about getting involved! 

 

 

St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

December 18, 2022 
Registered Families:  185 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $2145.00 

E-Offering $74.70 

Special Collections $100.00 

Christmas Flowers $120.00 

St. Bernard $265.88 

  

Total for  Dec. 18, 2022 $2705.58 

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

December 17-18 2022 
Registered Families:  209 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $2,205.00 

E-Offering  

Christmas $35.00 

Christmas Flowers $105.00 

Catholic Charities $5.00 

Miscellaneous $69.00 

Total for Dec. 17-18, 2022 $2,419.00 



 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Minister Schedule for Jan. 7-8 

Ministry Saturday, Jan. 7 Sunday, Jan. 8 

Altar Servers  
Hudson, Lawson, and  Jaxton & Vivian Johnson 

Landen Schuetz Joleigh Hensley 

EMHC Paula Olson Tom Becker 

Lector Al Stuhrenberg Mary Herbst 

Greeters Pete & Marge Rinaldi Eric Eliason & Family 

Gifts  
Paula Olson Tom & Doreen Becker 

Monica Kavanaugh  

Ushers  
Bert Ullrich, Monica Kavanaugh Tom & Doreen Becker 

Pete and Marge Rinaldi John & Heather Hensley 

Communion to the Homebound:  Mary Lander and Bev Weikel 

Stewards, Monday, January 9, 10 AM:  Kathy Baker & John Janson 

The bishops of the United States have called upon 
all the faithful to renew their belief and worship of 
the Eucharist. Each month the members of the 
three local churches will have the opportunity to 
pray during the exposition of the Eucharist.  
 
Sunday, January 22, 2023      St. Joseph, Salix,                          
Noon to 2:00 PM (in the daily Mass chapel) 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2023   St. John, Onawa,             
10 AM to 2 PM (in the main church) 
 
Sunday. March 19, 2023         St. Joseph, Salix, 
Noon to 2 PM (in daily Mass chapel) 
 
Sunday, April 23, 2023    St. John, Onawa, 
10 AM to 2 PM (in the main church) 
 
Sunday, May 7, 2023              St. Joseph, Salix, 
Noon to 2 PM (in the daily Mass chapel) 
 
Sunday, June 4, 2023   St. John, Onawa,             
10 AM to 2 PM (in the main church) 

God Laughs  
Ole was driving down the street in a sweat. He was 
scheduled to meet Sven for an important meeting, but 
could not find a parking place. Looking up to heaven, 
Ole said, “Lord, take pity on me. If you find me a park-
ing place, I will go to church every Sunday for the rest 
of my life and I will give up beer and lutefisk.” Mirac-
ulously, a parking place appeared.  Ole pulled in, 
looked up again and said, “Never mind, I found one.” 

.  

 


