
 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 father@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 father@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 michelle@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 michelle@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 secretary@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph, Mary Brady 
 (712) 946-5635 
 secretary@stjoeparishsalix.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Friday 
   9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF 

     ST BERNARD 
201 Main St. Blencoe, IA 

ST JOHN 
1009 13th St., Onawa, IA 

ST JOSEPH 
510 Tipton St., Salix, IA 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                         JANUARY 15, 2023 

Questions of the Week 
Inspiring Us to Live in the Holy Spirit 

 
Adults:  When have you been surprised to see good-
ness that you had overlooked in someone? 
 
Children:  Who has surprised you by doing something 
kind for you when you did not expect it? 
 

It Is Too Little 
 This week’s scriptures are meant to be a link between the 
Baptism of Jesus and the rest of the Church year. They pro-
vide sort of a follow-up and meditation on Christ’s ritual 
washing by John. Last week we read part of the Servant 
Songs from Isaiah. These describe a mysterious person who 
serves God through his pain. Today’s selection adds the 
concept that the Servant’s mission is not just to the Jewish 
people, but for all nations. As much as God loves his Cho-
sen People, this love is only complete when it reaches all 
people. 

Sosthenes, Our Brother 
 Paul had come to Corinth after a debacle in Athens. He 
had been literally laughed out of town by the Board of Phi-
losophers, which granted licenses to teach. Discouraged, he 
traveled about 60 miles away to the city with two ports. Ex-
pecting to remain only a few days, he proved such a success 
that his visit lasted 18 months. It came to a dramatic conclu-
sion when several members of the local Synagogue dragged 
Paul before a pagan judge. Gallio, the magistrate, refused to 
listen to the case. So the people from the Synagogue beat up 
their leader, Sosthenes. The story has a happy ending be-
cause Sosthenes becomes one of Paul’s co-workers. 

The Pastor’s Toolbox 
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Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Parish 

Monday January 16  No Mass  

Tuesday January 17     9:00 AM  Eileen Topf St. Joseph 

Wednesday January 18     8:45 AM Paul Benjamin St. John 

Thursday January 19     9:00 AM David Menard St. Joseph 

Friday January 20  10:00 AM Jerry Sievers St. John 

Saturday   January 21  4:00 PM Andrew and Alta Lux St. Joseph 

Sunday        January 22 
 9:00 AM Margaret Maule St. John 

 11:00 AM Parishioners of St. Bernard, St. John, and St. Joseph St. Joseph 

WEEK OF JANUARY 15, 2023 

GROWING IN OUR FAITH 

Formation News 

Carlo’s Corner 
“Our soul is like a hot air balloon. If by 
chance there is a mortal sin, the soul falls 
to the ground. Confession is like the fire 
underneath the balloon enabling the soul 
to rise again…. It is important to go to 
confession often.” 

Blessed Carlo Acutis 

Religious Education: Please note classes will return to 
meeting from 6:30—7:30 PM for the remainder of this 
academic year. 

Rescue Project:  It may be the middle of January, but 
unbelievably, Lent is 
just around the corner!  
We would like to run 
the Rescue Project for 
the entire parish dur-
ing Lent, but we need 
you! Please prayerfully 
consider how you 
would like to participate in this exciting parish event!  
There are several opportunities to volunteer and partici-
pate:  Team Leader, Small Group Leader, Hospitality 
Committee, and Worship Committee are just a few 
ways in which you can share your gifts and talents. 

 
Upcoming Retreats 

Saint Benedict Center 
Schuyler, Nebraska 

BioSpiritual Focusing: Praying with the Whole Self, January 
13 - 14, 2023, Zoom retreat sponsored by Saint Benedict Cen-
ter, Schuyler, with Debbie Sheehan, MA, and Jane King, MA. 
“God looked at everything he had made and found it very 
good” (Gen 1:31). Join us to learn more about how gently be-
ing with what is real within your embodied self can open 
your awareness of a deeper story and lead to greater whole-
ness. This practice is simple and can be helpful for anyone – 
young child to senior. It requires only the willingness to pay 
attention contemplatively to what is present within and to let 
go of trying to fix or change ourselves, awaiting the move-
ment of the Spirit within. Zoom sessions: Friday, 7:00 – 9:00 
p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m. – noon. Register now at 
www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819. 
 
Men’s Retreat: “Give Them Some Food Yourselves!” (Mark 
6:37), January 20 - 22, retreat at Saint Benedict Center, 
Schuyler, with Brother August Schaefer, OSB, Deacon Mark Ca-
poun and Father Thomas Leitner, OSB. During this weekend, 
we are invited to encounter Christ in Holy Scripture, to be 
formed as disciples by his teaching and his example, and in-
spired to use our resources generously in nourishing others 
and caring for them. This retreat will help us listen to Christ 
throughout this year and put into practice what we have un-
derstood. The schedule includes brief conferences, silence, 
Mass, Confession, fellowship, and spiritual direction. Open 
to all ages. Scholarships are available. Friday, 7:30 p.m. to 
S u n d a y  a f t e r  l u n c h .  R e g i s t e r  n o w  a t 
www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819. 

What When Time 

Classes Wednesday, January 18, 2023 6:30—7:30 PM 

http://www.StBenedictCenter.com
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New Year, New You!  St. John Church seeks volun-
teers for parish ministries in liturgy, the Rescued Project 
which we will run in February, and catechetical minis-
tries.  Interest forms will be in the pews beginning this 
weekend of January 14th and 15th.  Fill out a form and 
place it in the collection basket during Masses.  A min-
istry leader will contact you about getting involved! 

It is not too late to make your 
contribution to Together As 
One. We are still $2200.00 short 
of our goal. Any and all contribu-
tions are welcomed and appreciated. 
Thank you to everyone who has sent 
in a donation. If you haven’t sent 
in your pledge yet, please con-
sider giving .  Any contributions above our parish goal 
will be returned to our parish.  

Please pick up your 2023 calendar in the back of the 

Church, courtesy of the Hoffman Agency & The Knights of 

Columbus. Thank you!  

 

 

 

 Maria Baker passed away November 15. Her funeral mass 
was November 21. 

 Michael Clayton passed away December 4. His funeral 
Mass was December 10. 

 Margaret Lucas passed away December 28. Her funeral 
Mass was on January 4. 

 Shirley Lambert passed from this life into the next on De-
cember 18. Her funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Joseph 
Church on December 30.   

 Our parish family extends its sincere condolences. Eternal 
rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. 

 New Year, New You!  St. Joseph 
Church seeks volunteers for parish 
ministries in liturgy, the Rescued Pro-
ject which we will run in February, 
and catechetical ministries.  Interest 
forms will be in the pews beginning 
the weekend of January 14th and 15th.  
Fill out a form and place it in the col-
lection basket during Masses.  A ministry leader will contact 
you about getting involved! 

 

 

 Thank you to our Decorating Committee for transforming 
our church into beautiful spaces for the Christmas Season:  
Fred and Deb Craig; Gaylen and Peggy Baker; John Kluver; 
Mary Parker; and Steve Spohr.  Thank you for your hard 

work and sharing your gifts and talents!  And thank you 
to everyone who helped with putting it all away! 

St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

January 1, 2023 
Registered Families:  185 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $7237.00 

E-Offering $134.70 

Special Collections  

Christmas Flowers  

St. Bernard $310.00 

  

Total for January 1, 2023 $7681.70 

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

January 1, 2023 
Registered Families:  209 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $3490.12 

E-Offering $153.00 

Christmas/Solemnity of Mary $665.00 

Food Pantry $100.00 

Catholic Charities $150.00 

Maintenance/Miscellaneous 183.00 

Total for January 1, 2023 $4741.12 



 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Minister Schedule for Jan. 21—22 

Ministry Saturday, Jan. 21 Sunday, Jan. 22 

Altar Servers  
Landen Schuetz Luke Willis, Grace Lewis, 

Madelyn & Grady Olson Joleigh Hensley 

EMHC Michelle Mareau Brenda Hinrickson 

Lector Al Stuhrenberg Kathy Baker 

Greeters Pete & Marge Rinaldi Tom & Doreen Becker 

Gifts  
Pete & Marge Rinaldi Tom & Doreen Becker 

  

Ushers  
Bert Ullrich, Paula Olson, Kyle & Eric Eliason 

Pete and Marge Rinaldi Ryan Willis Family 

Communion to the Homebound:  Bev Weikel & Mary Lander 

Stewards, Monday, January 23, 10 AM:  Kathy Baker & John Janson 

The bishops of the United States have called 
upon all the faithful to renew their belief and 
worship of the Eucharist. Each month the 
members of the three local churches will have 
the opportunity to pray during the exposition of 
the Eucharist.  

Sunday, January 22, 2023      St. Joseph, Salix,                          
Noon to 2:00 PM (in the daily Mass chapel) 

Sunday, February 5, 2023   St. John, Onawa,             
10 AM to 2 PM (in the main church) 

Sunday. March 19, 2023         St. Joseph, Salix, 
Noon to 2 PM (in daily Mass chapel) 

Sunday, April 23, 2023    St. John, Onawa, 

10 AM to 2 PM (in the main church) 

Sunday, May 7, 2023              St. Joseph, Salix, 
Noon to 2 PM (in the daily Mass chapel) 

Sunday, June 4, 2023   St. John, Onawa,             

God Laughs  
 A man and his brother walked into a dentist’s 
office. The man said to the dentist, “Doc, I’m in a 
hurry. I have two buddies sitting out in my car 
waiting for us to go play golf, so forget about the 
anesthetic and just pull the tooth and be done 
with it. We have a 10:00 AM tee time at the best 
golf course in town and its 9:30 already. I don’t 
have time to wait for the anesthetic to work!” 
 The dentist thought to himself, my goodness, 
this is surely a very brave man asking to have his 
tooth pulled without using anything to kill the 
pain. So, the dentist asked him, “Which tooth is it, 
sir?” 
 The man turned to his brother and said: “Open 
your mouth, Brian, and show him.” 

.  

 


