
"'l'he rtartres oI the gentlenren ol the conrnrittee *h,t
har e ,rharge ,ri the rr ork. anc'l are authorizecl t,r rec,eir e

:uhscriptions are: Phil O"Neit. John Kelser " 'fhonras

C,,clr arrcl Petel Rei[r. T]rose suJrscrilring that clar arrd

t.heil par urorts are as I,rllox s:
Iter- li. (1. I-enehrr ..!I0.()() .f rihn ()lrer ......... t.;.ll{l
['hil ()'\ei] ... .. 1;.00 .[r,,hn Jennerrir: ..... 10.00
l)enni' \lt(larthr ... 15.00 .iarne: (laffner ...... ;.00
(luen (,nlan ....... 10.00 1,. A, Harper ....... .-r.0t)
'lhr,trra. (.r,rlr .......2;.00 -flronras Carr:rll ..... ;.00
\-1r.. llari. .. . 10.00 J,,hn (llarke ;.00
\\'illianr Tr)ne ....... 110.00 Pa:ri,'k \\ al.i .. -... 2j.(Xi
.J,,irn Kelser ........ 2;r.00

Br c'onsultirtg the "Cazatie" for October'19. lli,2. ue
firrd that Father I-errehan * as erirecterl to r isit Orrai :r

agait'. on (Jr:toirer 2(r. llli2. to rronrluct Catlrt,iic serl it:es

at the \1. ll. Church" and to check,rn the plogress r,{

llte tter Cathoiic churlh. l,ater that \ eat the c,hurch
tr as r'ontpleted. and the Crrtholics nox hacl a place o{
rr orsltip of their ou n. There is n() re(f orii ol' the dtrr ou

u hich the {irst \'lass rr as of fered in tht' neu churc}r. }rut
a( cortljlrg to relialrle inlorrrration il tr as around Chlisi-
rlras tinre in l[]72. after it had ]reen hlessecl hi Iiathei'
[,t,nehan.

'llre cotlonu,rocl lurrLer use(i iil t,,e lruilcling u irs

Fr()\\l) ()n lhe horrreslearl o1 'fiurothr arrri Ellen \lurphr
itt r'lr,rse houre the {ilst N'iirss in Onara hacl l,een,r{fei.ed
in l8ir{1. This Iittle chulch ser\ e{l t}re Cath,,lics o{
Ona.,r'a as a place ol rrorship irr orer fortr rear':. until
tlte erectiou o1'tht'nerr churc.h rluring the aclrrrinistratir:,1
riI F-trther John l]r arr in l(ll;i.

It ntar lre appropliate ancl inler.estirrg to rrote ]:er.e

se\ eral o{ the aclr erti,serrrents f ouncl in t}re copies of t}rt:
''Orrar a (]azette" inf olrrring the rrrerrrlrers of ser.r.ices iu

their nerr chulch. lr hiirh. ,rf L()Lit se. u ere held al \ erl
ilreguiar interr als. In the Selrterrlrer '.)i. lii ,.i et1itirit
\\-e feacl :

"Religir,us ser'\ i( es u iij lie helil irr the Catholir
Churt h in ()nau a ()ll Sull(lar . Ot t,rlier' 5. iusteacl ,,r

tor))or]'o\\. the 2lith irrst. l-irther I-erreharr ,,f ,ii,,ur t,ilr
uill L,e the pliest."

'lire June 20. ItiT{ edition tells u.:
" fhere u,ill he ser'\ ic(rs at the (,atholir (.hulch neri

Sahlrath. Father l,enehan r,l Siour Citr u iii ,rif ir:iate."'

,\nd on [)ecerrrher 5. Iliil,:
"Selr ices in the Catholic (lhurch ,ru Surtclar. l)et rur-

lier 0. Fu11 attenciance,rl nrerrrlrels ealnestlr I'e(lLleste(l .

[-at]rel Lenehan ancl his assr'stants rerrrtrirrerl in char'e.
r,1 this neu chulch urtil the api.rriirrtrrrenl of a Pastor at

5alir. Anrong tltese assistants. l,est reinerlll)ere(l \\ ar:

Father' .Jarnes Barr,rn. u h,, \1 as alrp()irrtecl irr lli[]l ],)

[iishop Henrressr ,-,I Dul,u,1ue to be the lirst pastor',,i
Salir. Bet ause oI the nurrJrer ,rl his nrissions. he rr rr.

olrligecl e\en tlierr to resirle rrith F'athel Lenehan ii:
Si,rur Citr. \\then the l)iocese o]' Siour Citr u a. electer j

in 11)02. Iather I-ene]rar \ras appointecl Vir:arr (jener ll.
arlri laler n as honolerl lrr lhe Holr Iiather rr ith arr a1,.

;riintltent tci the Papal ilouseh,rlrl as zr l)onrestic Ple"
tate.

I'athel Bat r,,n l as surceetlerl at Salir in Iiii'i,i l,r
Father t\'I. (,. I)alr u ho t,iok u;i lesitlerrce lhele in th,,'

lall ol that rear. I)uling his lrasl,rrate the nrissiorr ,,1

{)nau.a wa," cliritlecl into Iout : Ouaua. \\'hiting. BIerrcr,,:,

arrcl Horrric,k" u.ith Onaua as tlte (ellter'. itlth,rug-h perhal)-
the snrallest in point,rf tttetrtl,ets,

FIRST CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. Iohn's Church., Onawa, 1872-1913, the lirst Catholic Church in Monona
County. lt was situated on the present Bensoru property-9l2-l?th Street
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