
St" Bernard's Rosary Society

St. Bernard's Parish at Blencoe was established as a

separate parish in 1886, a schoolhouse was purchased

and remodeled into a churcli and almost immediately the

ladies {ormed a society to help in furnishing the church.
The Onauta Cazette of November 25, 1886 advertises a

Thanksgiving Festival sponsored by this newly estab-

lished group as the first of many benefit activities held
thereafter. The next edition of that same newspaper re-
ports of the success of the a{fair, which included a sup-

per and a social dance with net receipts of $75.00.
There are no records in existence today of their meet-
ings and early officers, but judging from their accom-
plishments, we know that the officers scheduled frequent
meetings and socials which were well attended.

The appointment of a resident pastor to Onawa, with
St. Bernard's as its mission parish, gave added zest to
the activities of this society. It was henceforth known
as the Abar Society with Mrs. W. H. Bassett as its
leader. A bazaar on November 5 and 6, 1900, is among
the first of these activities sponsored under the new pas-
tor. Meals rvere served by Mrs. Bassett and Etta Davis,
netting $82.70, and tickets were sold on a cow, a road
wagon, a chair and history books at $0.50 per ticket.
These and other articles, all donated by parishioners and
friends, brought the net receipts of the bazaar to $381.10.
The entertainment that dav consisted of a phonograph
concert in Cook's Hall, for which a Mr. Fritz was paid
$20.00. The proceeds of the affair were added to the
building fund of a new church which was planned at
that time.

Meetings were held regularly in the homes of the
members, socials, card parties and dances were spon-
sored, and once a year the ladies treated the public to the
benefit dinners and bazaars which were held, first, in a
hall on the north side of the street near the present Post
Office and later in the Woodman Hall (the present Le-
gion Hall). On several occasions also, the members
joined the Onawa ladies of St. John's parish, in spon-
soring benefit dinners and ice cream socials in Onawa.
The receipts of these activities were entrusted to the pas-
tor to be used in maintaining the parish.

The Altar Society members always cared for the
linens of the altar, the cleanliness of the church, and
with their receipts often purchased necessary articles
for the parish. Mrs. Julia Bassett and Mrs. M. W. Mar-
ley have been the sacristans of the church during these
many years.

, On October 15, 1918, a charter of the Rosary Con-
fraternity was granted to Father William Humphries,
and the name of the Altar Society was changed to that of
the Rosary Society.

The Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary, with
rvhich the Rosary Society is affiliated, has for its pur-
pose the uniting of its members in the bond of the love
of God to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary, the seeking
of her intercession and the winning of her protection.
By their united recourse in the prayers of the Rosary, the
members pray for themselves, and for othcrs; thus work-
ing also for the extirpation of heresy and the conversion
of sinners throughout the world. Members fulfill the
obligation of the Confraternity by saying each week the
fifteen decades of the Rosary. This obligation does not
bind under sin, but must be fulfilled to obtain the mani-
fold benefits. The Rosary may be recited alone or with
others; all the decades at once or a Rosary of five
decades on different days, or even separated into single
decades said at one's convenience. The members gain
by grant of the Holy See; First, a share during life, in
death and after death, in all the good works and prayers
of the countless other members of the Confraternity
throughout the whole world; Secondly, a share in all the
good works, prayers and Masses o{ the Dominican Order
which has been appointed by the Holy See to be the pro-
tector of this Society; Third,ly, the famous Indulgences
of the Rosary, granted to the members which are more
numerous than in any other devotion in the Church.

The purpose of St. Bernard's Rosary Society as orig-
inally established is Cultural, Spiritual, Social and Fi-
nancial. It attains its cultural and social aims by sponsor-
ing edueational and entertaining programs at its regular
meetings.

Spiritually the members recite the Rosary at every
meeting, have Masses offered for.themselves each year
as well as for their sick and deceased members, practice
the spiritual and corporal works of mercy by visiting the
sick, instructing the youth, and of{ering their services
at the death of a parishioner.

Financially, they assist the parish by sponsoring din-
ners, benefit socials, bake sales and card parties, the re-
ceipts of which are used for necessary parish expenses or
for parish expansion.

On October 19, 194L, the Rosary Society served the
first dinner in the Parish Hall of the new church which
was erected during that year. Since then, the members
have sponsored dinners, card and bingo parties, teas,
Father and Son Banquets and other socials in these fine
quarters. With the receipts the Rosary Society donated
the Rose window and the light fixtures in the church and
purchased articles for the Parish Hall and for the altar.

Among the members and officers before 1940 were
Mrs. W. P. Bassett, Mrs. John Marley. Mrs. Lewis
Paseka, Mrs. William Loomis, Mrs. Joseph Stanislav,
Mrs. Frank Stanislav, Mrs. John Hough. Mrs. D. S. Mar-
ley, Nora Bruen, Rose Kelsey and Mary Marley. A num-
ber of these held the various offices for more than one
year.
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