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kliLlet's picture "The Angelus." (The Electronic Angelus Bells were donated
by Dr. P. L. Wolpert).
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The Angelus

Three times each day the pleasing sound of a bell

ernanating from the church towers o{ St. John's and St.

Berrrard's pervades the atmosphere of these two towns'

It is the Angelus Bell, and has been rung since 1955 in

Onawa and since 1960 in Blencoe.

The Angelus is a short practice of devotion in honor

o{ the Incarnation repeated three times each day, morn-

ing, noon, and evening, at the sound of a bell. It consists

essentially in the triple repetition ol the Hail Mary, Io
which, in later years have been added three introductorv
versicles and a concluding versicle and prayer.

Angeius is the Latin word for angel and the prayer

takes its name from the words of the first vetsicle Ange'

lus Domini lVunciauit Mariae - The Angel of the Lord
declared unto Mary.

The history of the Angelus is obscure but the first
record seems to be a monastic rule of St. Aethowald
rvritten in 975 which mentions the ringing of the evening

bell" Later the morning Angelus was introduced and

subsequently, the noon Angelus. The {irst fairly certain
evidence of the evening Angelus is in the record of the

convocation of the General Chapter o{ the Franciscan
Order under the Generalship o{ St. Bonaventure.

"At the twentieth chapter, celebrated three years lat-
er, 1269, at Assisi the General reminded the assembled

friars o{ the wish of the Seraphic Founder that every

Saturday a Mass be celebrated in honor of the Blessed

Virgin Mary. It was his love {or and devotion to the

Blessed Motirer that also prompted the General to ad'
monish the priests of the Order to preach to the people

the pious custom of reciting three times daily the oAngo-

lus' in honor of the mystery of the Annunciation. lhis
universal custom of reciting the Angelus at morning, noon
and 'at the Knell of parting day' is rightly attributed to
St. Francis and to his friars." A Documented History
of the Franciscan Ord,er, 1182-1517. Very Rev. Raphael
M. Huber, O. F. M. Conv., S. T. D., S. T. M.

Through the centuries the Angelus has become a

special prayer for peace throughout the Church. The
prayer is highly indulgenced and stands today substan-
tially in accordance u ith the ruling of Pope Leo XIII
on April 3rd, 1884. As an evidence of the importance of
this prayer the Church allows the indulgences to remain
during the Holy Year when the indulgences attached to
most prayers are suspended. During Paschal time the
Regina Coeli, a chant o{ Joy with Our Lady for the
Resurrection of her Divine Son, is substituted {or the
Angelus. This substitution can be traced to the time o{
Pope Benedict XIV (1678.1785).

The French artist Millet (1814-1875) painted a well-
knov'n picture called the Angelus which depicts a peas-
ant man and wife in a field, bowing their heads in
prayer as they hear the Angelus ring at sunset fr.om the
church steeple in the background.

Today when the entire world is longing for peace
lre should recite this Angelus every morning, noon, anti
evening to Mary, "Queen of Peace."
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