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Angelus to publish Fr.

Ron Rolheiser columns

Rescuer of Chilean miners, a 

deacon in Galveston-Houston

diocese, to speak in Midland

Greg Hall, far left, a deacon in the Galveston-

Houston Diocese, and a Texas A&M Petroleum

Engineering graduate, will share his miraculous

story of God’s work in the rescue of 33 Chilean

miners in November 2010. Hall’s drilling tech-

niques were credited with saving the lives of the

miners and he tells his story in a July 20 appear-

ance benefitting Centers for Children and Families,

an organization that helps families in Midland and

Odessa. Story / Page 4.

The West Texas Angelus is happy to
announce that effective
with this issue, it will pub-
lish monthly columns by
Father Ron Rolheiser,
OMI, director of the
Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio
and author of numerous
books on the faith and
spirituality.

Fr. Rolheiser has a web site (www.ron-
rolheiser.com) and an email distribution
list in which he also distributes his work.

His first piece, on honesty and living our
lives in the light, is found on Page 8.

Church welcomes new clergymen

Bridges, Gully celebrate 50 years in priesthood
By Jimmy Patterson
West Texas Angelus

ROWENA — Monsignors James
Bridges, pastor at St. Stephen’s in
Midland, and Bernard Gully, pastor
of Holy Trinity in Big Spring, cele-
brated their golden anniversaries of
service to God and church on May 25
and 26. Both men thanked their par-
ents for the paths they took, inde-

pendent of one another yet frequently
crossing through the years. Bridges
celebrated his 50th on May 25, the
date of his ordination; Gully celebrat-
ed his jubilee Mass first at St.
Joseph’s in Rowena on May 27 and
the next week at Holy Trinity, the
parish he now serves in Big Spring.

Please see stories, photos, Pg. 5. 
At right: Msgr. Bernard Gully

(Photo by Karen J. Patterson)

‘Fortnight for

Freedom’ set for

June 21-July 4
By Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI

Along with my brother bishops of the
United States, I am asking the people of
our diocese to join in a “Fortnight for
Freedom,” a 14-day period of prayer,

education and action in support of reli-
gious freedom, June 21-July 4.

I encourage the priests and all the peo-
ple of our parishes to offer special
prayers, organize events, especially ecu-
menical events with other Christians and
all who wish to defend our most cher-
ished freedom, our religious freedom.

The fourteen days from June 21—the
vigil of the Feasts of St. John Fisher and
St. Thomas More—to July 4,
Independence Day, are dedicated to this
“Fortnight for Freedom”—a great hymn
of prayer for our country. Our liturgical
calendar celebrates a series of great mar-
tyrs who remained faithful in the face of
persecution by political power—St. John
Fisher and St. Thomas More, St. John
the Baptist, SS. Peter and Paul, and the
First Martyrs of the Church of Rome.
Culminating on 

(Please See FREEDOM/21)

Olfen native Sam Matthiesen, at left and above

with Bishop Pfeifer, at his diaconal ordination

May 14 at St. Boniface. Matthiesen is a seminari-

an at Assumption Seminary in San Antonio.

Top Photo: Father Martin Mary Hubbs, receives

his robes at his priestly ordination, May 25.

(Photos by Jimmy Patterson) 

Related coverage, pages 3, 4-5, 12-13

Rolheiser

4Related coverage / 16
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From the Bishop’s Desk

DIOCESAN BRIEFS

Bishop

Pfeifer

Marriage Jubilee 2012

All couples who are celebrating their 25, 30, 35, 40, 50, and
above sacramental wedding anniversaries in the calendar year
of 2012 are invited to the Diocesan Marriage Jubilee celebration
on June 17, 2012, at 2 p.m. in the Sacred Heart Cathedral, San
Angelo.  Families and friends are invited to accompany our jubi-
larians to this celebration.  Renewal of vows will take place
within of the Mass.  This celebration will conclude with a recep-
tion in the Cathedral gymnasium to which all are invited.  For
registration information, please contact your pastor.

Rural Life Mass — June 19, 2012

The Diocese will have its annual Rural Life Mass, “Sowing
Seeds of Hope,” this year on Tuesday June 19, at 6:30 p.m.,
celebrated by Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, O.M.I. The Mass
will be hosted by St. Ambrose Church with Fr. Chinnapureddy
Pagidela of  Wall. Mass Celebration will be held at the Daryl
and Jeanie Schniers Ranch, at 6910 FM 765, San Angelo.
There will be ribbons and signs posted for all to see. A meal will
be served immediately following Mass. For additional informa-
tion, contact Deacon Charlie Evans, 325-357-4520 or dea-
con65@centex.net

‘When the Wolves Came’   

The documentary featuring the missionary life of my brother,
Father Ted Pfeifer, OMI who served some 44 years in Mexico is
captured in the documentary, “When the Wolves Came” This
documentary features the service of my brother to the indige-
nous people of Oaxaca, whom the world treated as nobodies. In
his years of serving these poor, my brother courageously stood
with them against the drug cartels and the drug lords to the
point that there was an assassination attempt on his life.  If you
are interested in obtaining a copy of this documentary, you can
order it by mailing your check with your name and address to:
Father Francis Theodore Pfeifer, OMI, When the Wolves Came:
A Documentary, P.O. Box 160803, San Antonio, Texas 78280.
or see the website:whenthewolvescame.com/documentary. html
The cost for each DVD is $15.  -- Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI

Cathedral’s annual pilgrimage set

Sacred Heart Cathedral Parish in San Angelo has announced the
dates for its annual Pilgrimage to Italy. The trip has been set for
January 2-11, 2013. Pilgrims will visit Assisi, the town of St. Francis
and St. Clare, where they will spend two nights in a first class hotel
near the city square of the medieval city. Also on the itinerary is two
days in Florence, a trip to Pisa, four days in Rome and the Vatican,
including Mass at St. Peter's and participation in a Papal Audience.
This year a limited number of seats flying from Midland and Abilene

will be available. The pilgrimage will be led by Msgr. Maurice Voity,
rector of the Cathedral, a Rome and Vatican expert. The trip includes
airfare, first class hotels, breakfast daily, 5 dinners, and a special fes-
tive dinner in Tuscany. Also included are sightseeing and English-
speaking guides. Current cost of the trip is $2,895 per person plus
$500 per person in air taxes and fuel surcharges (subject to change).
These prices are for double occupancy rooms. Reservations are
first-come, first-served. Limited seating. Deadline for reservations is
July 27, 2012. For more information, contact Msgr. Voity at Sacred
Heart Cathedral, 325-658-6567, or email to mjvoity@hotmail.com.

MOTC talk about ‘The Joint’

On Friday and Saturday, May 4-5, 2012 there was a meeting
of members 22 of the San Angelo and San Antonio Ministry of
the Third Cross Criminal Justice Ministry Teams at Tecaboca
(Texas Catholic Boys Camp) near Mountain Home, Texas.
Attendees included San Antonio Ministry Board Members and
San Angelo Core Team members.  

It was a time of prayer, fellowship, and sharing of concerns
and accomplishments – including ministry opportunities for com-
bined teams from both dioceses, outside retreats for people on
parole or probation, reintegration into a parish community after
release, spiritual warfare, RCIA programs inside the facilities,
and criminal justice ministry spirituality.  

A decision was made to have the same kind of meeting yearly
inviting all MOTC members to participate.

Catholic Life Insurance

Catholic Life Insurance is currently offering two seminarian
scholarships to college graduates enrolled or who will enroll in
the fall in a Catholic Seminary. The application deadline for the
Msgr. Albert G. Henkes and the Msgr. Lawrence J. Stuebben
Seminarian Scholarships is June 15, 2012. 

Rev. Msgr. Stuebben Scholarship Fund
Students attending Assumption Seminary in San Antonio,
Texas, may apply for the Rev. Msgr. Lawrence J. Stuebben
Seminarian Scholarship.  This scholarship fund was founded in
1994 and has awarded 38 scholarships totaling $116,650.
Approximately 22 dioceses throughout the United States send
seminarians to study at Assumption Seminary.

Rev. Msgr. Henkes Scholarship Fund
Any seminarian studying for a diocese located in Texas,
Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, Oklahoma, New Mexico or
Mississippi may apply for the Rev. Msgr. Albert George Henkes
Seminarian Scholarship.  Since its establishment in 1987, the
Msgr. Henkes Seminarian Scholarship has awarded 67 scholar-
ships, totaling $161,602.

A list of criteria and application for both of these scholarships
can be found online at www.cliu.com under “Living Benefits.”

Applicants who meet the criteria of each scholarship may apply
to both.

Msgr. Larry Droll Scholarship awarded

SAN ANTONIO — Lora Balusik of San Antonio and Deborah
Greene of La Grange, Texas were selected to receive the 2012
Rev. Msgr. Larry J. Droll Scholarship for Catholic Laity spon-
sored by Catholic Life Insurance, the nation’s eighth largest fra-
ternal life insurer. This renewable $2,000 scholarship is for
Catholic laymen and women pursuing a graduate degree in the-
ology or religious studies, in order to serve their church in a pro-
fessional capacity.

Balusik is studying for her Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry
for Catholic Leadership at the Mexican American Catholic
College. She currently works as Grant Coordinator for the
Archdiocese of San Antonio, where she plans to continue serv-
ing after graduation.

Greene resides in the Diocese of Austin and is studying for
her Masters in Theological Studies at the University Of Dallas
School Of Ministry. She is currently employed as the
Coordinator of Religious Education for Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in La Grange, and plans to continue serving in the
Diocese of Austin after graduation.

The scholarship fund was established by Msgr. Droll, who
serves as the Vicar General of the Diocese of San Angelo. This
scholarship is awarded to two candidates each year who are in
need of tuition assistance for additional education who serve or
want to serve his or her parish as an Administrator, Youth
Minister, Parish Coordinator or other similar role.

This scholarship is for those who have already obtained their
bachelor’s degree and who are either enrolled or wanting to
enroll into any Catholic graduate school in Texas, Arizona,
Florida, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, or Mississippi.
Applicants may also be enrolled in an extension program or in
the Catholic University of America School of Canon Law.

To apply for the 2013 Rev. Msgr. Larry J. Droll Scholarship for
Catholic Laity, please view the criteria and application online at
www.cliu.com or contact the Communications Department at
(800) 292-2548. The deadline for the upcoming academic year
is February 15, 2013

Scheduled Executions

The Angelus publishes the execution dates of Texas offenders
on death row each month so that the faithful in the Diocese of
San Angelo can pray for them. The following offenders face
upcoming execution dates. Please pray for them as well as the
victims, families and all who are affected by violence:

Offender/Scheduled Execution Day
Marcus Druery / August 1

Ramon Hernandez / November 14

By Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI

The feast of the Solemnity of the Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus is celebrated this year by the uni-
versal Catholic Church on Friday, June 15. This
beautiful feast celebrated throughout the Catholic
world has a very special meaning for the Church
of the Diocese of San Angelo as the Sacred Heart
of Jesus is the main patron of our diocese, and our
own beautiful cathedral is named to honor the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

The feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
reminds us of the immense love that our God has
for each one and all of us as manifested in the
open loving heart of Jesus Christ.  As we reflect
on the immense love that our God has for us we
ask the Sacred Heart of Jesus to deepen our love
for our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit as we
honor the human manifestation of God’s love in
the heart of Jesus Christ—God-man. 

The devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus flows
from the Word of God. In the Old Testament, this

love is described as a father’s love for his children,
and of God’s desire to give His people a new
heart. In the New Testament, the promise of the
living water, the Holy Spirit, is fulfilled in the
pierced heart of Jesus Christ as he hung on the
cross. 

By the middle ages, the Sacred Heart of Jesus
was an object of personal devotion, and in the late
17th century the devotion became a liturgical cele

(Please See BISHOP/23)

The Feast of the Solemnity of the  Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
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Bishop’s Calendar

JUNE
10 — COLORADO CITY, St.

Ann – Confirmation at 10:30 a.m.
11 — BRADY, St. Patrick –

Confirmation at 6:30 p.m.
12-15 —  ATLANTA, USCCB

Meeting
17 — SAN ANGELO, Sacred

Heart Cathedral – Marriage Jubilee
Day Mass at 2:00 p.m.

19 — WALL, Rural Life Mass at
6:00 p.m.

20-21 — Rest and Prayer
24 — EDEN, St. Charles –

Confirmation at 11:00 a.m.
30 — SAN ANGELO, St. Mary –

Confirmation at 5:00 p.m.

JULY
2 — SAN ANGELO, Diocesan

Pastoral Center – Staff Mass at
8:30 am. and Staff Meeting at
11:00 a.m.

3 — SAN ANGELO, Diocesan
Pastoral Center – Personnel Board
Meeting at 11 a.m.

4 — SAN ANGELO, Sacred
Heart Cathedral –July 4th Mass at
9 a.m.

8-14 — Vacation
17 — SAN ANGELO, Lunch with

Honduras Group
17-24 — ZAMBIA, Oblate

Ordinations
25-29 — Vacation 

Christ the King
Retreat Center

JUNE
11 -- Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

12 -- Adoration

14-17 -- Girl’s Chrysalis Flight

18 -- Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

19 -- Adoration

21-24 -- Men’s Catholic Cursillo

25 -- Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

26 -- Adoration

JULY
2 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

3 — Adoration

4 — Office Closed – 4th of July 

Weekend

5-8 — Boy’s Chrysalis Flight

9 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

10 — Adoration

12-15 — Small Town Teen ACTS

16 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

17 — Dcn. Quarterly Meeting

17 — Adoration

17-19 — Honduras Partnership

Team

19-22 — Women’s Walk to

Emmaus

23 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

24 — Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament

26-29 — Women’s Catholic

Cursillo

30 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

31 — Adoration

AUGUST
1-5 — Lubbock Diocese

Deacons Ordination Retreat

6 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

7 — Adoration

7-10 — Region X

10-12 — DOSA Deacons Annual

Retreat

13 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

14 — Adoration

18-19 — CRE & CYM Weekend

Training

20 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

21 — Adoration

23-26 — Men’s Walk to Emmaus

27 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

28 — Adoration

28-30 — DOSA Good Leaders,

Good  Shepherds

SEPTEMBER

3 — Labor Day 

3 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

4 — Adoration

7-9 — Engaged Encounter

9 — Natural Family Planning

Class

10 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

11 — Adoration

14-16 — Lubbock Deacon’s

Annual Retreat

17 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

18 — Adoration

20-23 — San Angelo Men’s

ACTS Retreat

24 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

25 — Adoration

Ethics Workshops
None currently scheduled

NECROLOGY
JULY

2 -- Rev. Bernard Degan, CM

(2001)

2 -- Deacon Floyd Frankson

(1992)

4 -- Rev. Msgr. Charles Dvorak

(1963)

5 -- Rev. Ray Wilhelm, OMI

(2006)

10 -- Rev. Emil J. Gerlich (1969)

19 -- Rev. Msgr. Andrew

Marthaler (1984)

22 -- Bishop Thomas J. Drury

(1992)

26 -- Deacon Jose Rosales

(2000)

26 -- Deacon Abel Campos

(2002)

DIOCESAN DATES

Del Escritorio del Obispo

From the Editor

Por el Obispo Miguel D. Pfeifer, OMI

La Fiesta de la Solemnidad del Sagrado Corazón de
Jesús se celebrará este año por la Iglesia Universal
Católica el viernes, 15 de junio. Esta fiesta hermosa cele-
brada por todo el mundo Católico tiene un significado
muy especial para la Iglesia de la diócesis de San Ánge-
lo siendo que el Sagrado Corazón de Jesús es el patrón
principal de nuestra diócesis, y nuestra hermosa catedral
es nombrada en honor del Sagrado Corazón de Jesus.

La fiesta del Sagrado Corazón de Jesús nos recuerda
del amor inmenso que nuestro Dios tiene por cada uno
de nosotros manifestado en el corazón amoroso abierto
de Cristo Jesús. Al reflexionar en el
amor inmenso que nuestro Dios tiene
por nosotros le pedimos al Sagrado
Corazón de Jesús que profundice nues-
tro amor por nuestro Dios, Padre, Hijo
y Espíritu Santo al honrar la manifes-
tación humana del amor de Dios en el
corazón de Cristo Jesús—Dios-hom-
bre.

La devoción del Sagrado Corazón de
Jesús fluye de la Palabra de Dios. En
el Antiguo Testamento, ese amor es
descrito como el amor paternal por sus
hijos, y el deseo de Dios de dar a Su pueblo un nuevo
corazón. En el Nuevo Testamento, la promesa del agua
viva, el Espíritu Santo, es cumplida en el corazón heri-
do de Cristo Jesús al ser colgado en la cruz.
En la edad media, el Sagrado Corazón de Jesús era un
objeto de devoción personal, y a los fines del siglo 17 la

devoción llegó ser una celebración litúrgica. En tiempos
modernos la imagen del Sagrado Corazón en el hogar
es una seña del amor de Jesús que reina sobre la fami-
lia.

En el 1899, el Papa Leo XIII consagró el mundo al
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús y aprobó el uso de la Letanía
del Sagrado Corazón. Al celebrar esta fiesta honrando al
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, es el tiempo para que todos
renovamos nuestra devoción del Sagrado Corazón de
Jesús por medio de primeramente pedir perdón por los
tiempos que hemos ofendido el Sagrado Corazón por
nuestros pecados, por medio de darle las gracias a nues-
tro Dios por el inmenso amor que se nos ha enseñado
en el Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, y por medio de pedirle
al Sagrado Corazón que nos enseñe como compartir el
amor de Dios el uno con el otro.

La Fiesta del Sagrado Corazón de Jesús nos llama a
fijar nuestros ojos en el amor inmenso de Jesús—su
amor por Dios, el Padre y, más milagrosamente, su
amor por nosotros. Esta fiesta es el tiempo para que
enfoquemos nuestra vista hacia la cruz donde el corazón
de Jesús fue traspasado y murió por nosotros. Al refle-
xionar en esto, recordamos las muchas maneras que
Jesús enseñó a amar y sanó a la gente cuando anduvo
por la tierra. Hizo todo esto para mostrar el inmenso
amor que Dios nos tiene, y para enseñarnos como debe-
mos amarnos el uno al otro.

Hasta hoy en día, el amor de Jesús nos arde con gran
pasión. Él continúa llegándonos en nuestra soledad y
desamparo. El sana nuestras heridas, y nos invita a lle-
gar a esas personas que necesitan alivio y de cuidar a
las personas que han sido heridas de cualquier manera.

Obispo 
Miguel Pfeifer

OMI

The good stories are going untold

La fiesta del sagrado corazon de Jesus

By Jimmy Patterson

OLFEN — Rain and clergy-
men. Two things West Texas is
desperately in need of. On May
14, in a small
farming com-
munity east of
San Angelo, it
received a
good helping
of both.

Some people
pass off coinci-
dence or an
abundance of
goodness by say-
ing, for instance, that the “the
stars were aligned just right that
day.” But at Sam Matthiesen’s
diaconal ordination on this rainy
night in Runnels County, the sig-
nature of God was everywhere.

God, in fact, has been hard at
work in bringing us both abun-
dant moisture (it rained twice in
Midland in May!) and new
priests.

Matthiesen’s beautiful and
well-attended ordination was just
one of a series of special occa-
sions in the diocese in May. It
was indeed a good month.

While the secular national
media will fight to the death for
every scrap of negativity tossed
its way, it often -- nay, it most
always -- misses the good stuff.
The stories like Deacon
Matthiesen continuing a long line
of service to the Church and the
incredible number of vocations
that have come out of the tiny
communities of Olfen and nearby
Rowena.

Three other seminarians --

Lorenzo Hatch, Innocent Eziefule
and Francis Onyekozuru --
enjoyed equally beautiful and
spiritual ordination Masses and
will spend the summer before
their final semesters at
Assumption serving the local
Church in the diocese.

All four are to be congratulated.
And thanked. What we need here
and everywhere are more like
them, but we are blessed to have
four men who have dedicated
their lives to service for God and
the faith.

At the other end of the spec-
trum, May also brought us the
celebrations of two beloved
priests in the diocese --
Monsignor James Bridges, pastor
of Midland’s St. Stephen’s and

(Please See PATTERSON/20)

Patterson
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Chilean mine rescuer to speak in Midland
By Jimmy Patterson

Editor / West Texas Angelus

MIDLAND — Greg Hall, whose drilling tech-
nique has been credited with breaking through to
rescue 33 miners trapped for 60 days in Chile, will
be the featured presenter at this year’s “An Evening
With ...” fundraiser benefiting the Midland charity,
Centers for Children and Families, on July 20 at the
Midland Horseshoe.

Hall, a petroleum engineering graduate from
Texas A&M University, was studying to be a per-
manent deacon when the mining incident occurred.
Hall owns a mining company in Chile and was
quick to respond to the site. In the months that fol-
lowed the successful rescue of the miners, Hall

returned to Texas and completed his diaconate
training. He is now a deacon for the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston.

While the rescue is the story of a miracle for all,
it is remarkable to note the prominent role the
Catholic faith of many of the miners played.

“When we finally located them, the first part of
the rescue process, they were starving. They had
run out of food and water. But the first thing they
said they wanted were Bibles, rosaries and a statue
of Mary,” Hall remembered. “At some point, Pope
Benedict sent over those items that he had blessed
himself.”

Hall said his company contacted him soon after it 

(Please See HALL/21)

Carmelite hermit becomes Father Martin
Brother Martin Mary fulfills God’s

calling for him to become a priest

SAN ANGELO — Recalling the charge of
Jesus to “Feed my sheep” in John’s gospel,
Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer ordained Carmelite
hermit Martin Mary Hubbs May 25 at the
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in San Angelo.

The ordination was attended by many diocesan
priests and deacons, as well as the Carmelite
communities near Christoval.

In his ordination letter written to the bishop and
the assembly, Father Martin expressed his desire
to lead the community closer to Christ and to
give his help wherever needed, particularly in the
absence of Father Fabian Rosette, prior of the
hermitage.

(Please See HUBBS/19)

Artwork by

Norman

Johnson,

Midland

Father Martin Hubbs, top

photo, with Bishop

Michael D. Pfeifer,

Hubbs’ parents, and her-

mits from the Carmelite

convent and hermitage

near Christoval.

Far left, Bishop Pfeifer

ordains Father Martin.

Center left, Father Martin

speaks briefly following

his ordination, and near

left, Father Fabian

Rosette blesses Father

Mary.
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Diocese’s two original priests celebrate 50th anniversaries

Gully, Bridges say they’re happy people came to their 50th
By Jimmy Patterson
Editor / West Texas Angelus

Though separated by the miles
and by a difference in the way
they were raised, Monsignor
James Bridges and Monsignor
Bernard Gully have at least one
thing in common: The two highly
respected men both celebrated
their 50th anniversaries in the
priesthood on Memorial Day

weekend.
Bridges’ celebration was at the

church where he serves at pastor:
St. Stephen’s in Midland, the
church he helped found in 1982.

Msgr. Gully, raised in the farm-
ing community in Runnels
County, returned to his home
church, St. Joseph’s in Rowena, to
celebrate with a large contingent
of Gully family members, before
celebrating with his parishioners

in Big Spring later in the week at
Holy Trinity, where he currently
serves as pastor.

“I just want to do what it says
you want me to do in the pro-
gram: to continue to lead and
serve in this Church for as long as 
you want me to lead and serve,”
Msgr. Bridges said at a reception
honoring his lifetime of service.

(Please See 50/20)

Images from

Msgr. Bernard

Gully’s 50th

jubilee Mass, at

right and far lower

right and Msgr.

James Bridges’

50th priestly cele-

bration, below

left, and below

center. 

Msgr. Bernard

Gully photos by

Karen J.

Patterson.

Msgr. James

Bridges photos by

Alan P. Torre.



Editor’s Note: Dr. Lorenzo Penafiel is a

parishioner at the Sacred Heart Cathedral in

San Angelo.

By Dr. Lorenzo V. Penafiel

In Spain there are many monasteries,
cathedrals and religious sites that are of
interest particularly to Catholics on a pil-
grimage because of apparitions, miracles,
and relics.  Among the well-known cathe-
drals  are Santiago de Compostela  (St.
James),  Loyola (St. Ignatius), Zaragosa
(Lady of the Pilar), and Oviedo (the
Sudarium).  The monasteries often visited
are in Segovia (St. John of the Cross),
Avila (St. Theresa),  Montserrat (Black
Virgin of Montserrat), and Santo
Domingo de Silos (the Gregorian Chant).

On a recent trip to Spain I had the rare
opportunity to visit a less-known
monastery tucked into the mountains of
northeastern Spain, in the small munici-
pality of Agreda, province of Soria that is
a part of the former kingdom of Castile.
According to Wikipedia, “during the mid-
dle ages  Agreda became . . .  an impor-
tant  center of the arts and handcrafts
where Christians, Jews and Arab descen-
dants lived in peace. . .”.  Because it is in
a remote area, which some travel 
guides consider in  the “backroads of
Spain”, it is not often visited.  However,
for almost four centuries Agreda has been
an important site because of the
Monastery of the Conception and 
its founder. 

The monastery was founded on January
13, 1619 by Maria Fernandez Coronel y 
Arana together with her mother and sister.

She was known as Sor Maria de Jesus
after she donned the habit of the 
Franciscan Order and in 1627 she became
the abbess of the monastery. Today 
the monastery is the residence of  the
nuns of the Order of the Immaculate
Conception, a contemplative monastic
order founded by St. Beatrice de Silva in
the 15th century. From its beginnings the
Order has worked together with the
Franciscan Order since the nuns “live in
communion with St. Francis of Assisi’s
spirituality and in the grace of the evan-
gelical pursuit.”  

In one of the rooms of the monastery
lies the miraculously Incorrupt body of 
Sor  Maria de Jesus.  She was born on
April 2, 1602 and died on May 24, 1665.
Less than ten years after her death Pope
Clement X declared her Venerable, in
honor of her “heroic life of virtue
although all these years she is still in the
process of beatification. In 1909 a curso-
ry examination was performed on her
body as she lies in the same monastery
where she lived during the 17th century.   

Dr. Andreas Medina, a Spanish physi-
cian, participated in another examination

of the body in 1989 and concluded that
when they “compared the state of the
body, as it was described in the medical
report from 1909, with how it appeared
in 1989, (they) realized that it had
absolutely not deteriorated in the last
eighty years.” And to think that she died
in 1665.

On display in another section of the con-
vent are copies of some books she wrote
during her lifetime.  As a prolific writer and
a visionary of her times she has fourteen
books to her credit. Among them is the
famous Mistica Ciudad de Dios: Vida de la
Virgen Maria (The Mystical City of God).
Consisting of six volumes, it deals with the
terrestrial and heavenly life of Blessed Mary
and her relationship with the Triune God.
Her books are written in elegant Spanish
which she herself attributes to visions and
dictations word by word from the  Virgin
Mary.  Among her other books are The
Immaculate Conception of Mary, The
Assumption of Mary, The Duties of
Michael the Archangel and Gabriel  the
Archangel, and her unpublished “Tratado
del Redondez de la Tierra” about how the
earth looks from space which was not
accepted during the 17th century.  It is inter-
esting to note that in Spain The Mystical
City of God  is now included in university
programs of the Spanish language for its
contribution to Baroque literature.

Also displayed are some letters
between Sor Maria and King Philip IV of
Spain, as well as some  gifts she received
from the king as a lifelong friend.  For 

(Please See AGREDA/22)
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Reflections on the Charter for the Protection of Children, Young People
In this article, I share with you a few of the
highlights of the Report on the
Implementation of the Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People for
the Catholic Church in the USA. This infor-
mation is taken with permission from the
2011 Annual Report – Findings and
Recommendations, April 2012.  To refresh
your memories, the original Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People
was approved by the U.S. Catholic Bishops
at their memorable meeting in Dallas in
2002. Ever since the Charter was issued, I
requested the Diocese of San Angelo do an
audit annually to determine how we are ful-
filling the Charter.

By Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI

A few months ago, I shared with you in
the West Texas Angelus and the secular
media the particular results of the 2011
audit that was done for the Diocese of

San Angelo.  That audit once again points
out that we are in full compliance with
the Charter. Here I share with you some
of the highlights from the National
Annual Report for 2011. ]

This past June the bishops of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops approved revisions to strengthen
and clarify the Charter, reaffirming our
commitment to reach out pastorally to the
victims/survivors of sexual abuse in a
sincere effort to promote healing and rec-
onciliation. We know that we, as a whole,
are rightly judged by how each one of us
lives up to this commitment. We renew
our commitment to protect the children
and young people entrusted to our care.
And we renew our promise to strive to
the fullest to end the societal scourge of
child sexual abuse.

The progress made by the Catholic

Church in the United States since the
adoption of the Charter is remarkable. As
with any policy or regulation, constant
updates must be made in order for those
rules to remain relevant. In their manage-
ment letters, the audit firm reminded the
bishops that the Charter was updated for
2012 to include child pornography and
abuse against vulnerable adults. It is
important for everyone in the dioceses
and eparchies to be made aware of these
changes so that safe environment pro-
grams can be modified accordingly. The
ability to remain fluid and open to sug-
gestion are key attributes in building and
maintaining a strong system.

Participation in the audit process is also
crucial for the continued success of these
invaluable programs.

Although the Charter is silent on how
records are to be kept, parish audits found

inconsistencies in certain dioceses on
where and how records are maintained.
This resulted in confusion between the
parish and chancery personnel and had an
impact on the accuracy of the numbers
provided to the auditors. This year, repre-
sentatives from the diocese/eparchy
accompanied the auditors on the parish
audits. In several instances, this resulted
in better communication between the
parishes and the diocesan/ eparchial rep-
resentatives on matters of policies and
procedures. 

Recommendations from the 
2011 Audit Report

Promulgation Letters
The auditors have noted that, to meet 

(Please See CHARTER/23)

Spanish monasteries, other religious sites of interest to Catholics
Lady in Blue Day: 

June 20, 2012
This is a reminder for all the people of the

Diocese of San Angelo that two years ago, I

issued a special Decree proclaiming every

June 20 to be the Lady in Blue Day for the

Diocese of San Angelo.  This year, June 20

will fall on a Wednesday. It was in San Angelo

where the Lady in Blue brought together the

native people, the Jumanos, with the

Franciscan missionaries and laid the founda-

tion for the beginning of the Gospel, the Good

News of Christ, in this area of West Texas and

beyond, from 1620 to approximately 1631.

This wonderful Lady dressed in blue as

records indicate appeared more than 500

times to the Jumanos in West Texas. She

brought to these humble people a message

about the one true God, who gave Jesus to be

our Savior and who asked His followers to

baptize people in His name.

— Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI
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Office of Education, Formation awards those in teaching ministries
The Angelus

The Office of Education and Formation
held the annual Awards Banquet on
Friday, April 27, at the Cathedral Church
of the Sacred Heart Gymnasium. The

Award’s
Banquet pro-
vides the oppor-
tunity for the
catechetical and
youth ministry
leaders of the
diocese to be
recognized for
their commit-
ment and dedi-
cation in catech-
esis and youth
ministry.

Outstanding youth were also recognized
for their leadership, service and witness
of their faith. Twenty parishes/missions
were represented at the event.

Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, wel-
comed the participants and began the
evening with prayer.  Mr. Edward
Hernandez provided music throughout
the evening    

After a delicious meal, Mr. Hector
Mendez, speaker for this event, chal-
lenged participants to believe in them-
selves and to use their gifts to build up
the community.  Hector is Superintendent
of Ector County ISD, a deacon at St.
Mary Parish, Odessa and is presently
enrolled in the Loyola University of New
Orleans Extension Program seeking a
Master of Pastoral Studies degree.

Catechetical Leaders and Youth
Ministry Leaders present receiving a
Certificate of Appreciation: 

Abilene, Holy Family -- Penny Pope
Abilene, Sacred Heart -- S. Jyothi

Gumpala, Dunn Clement
Big Lake, St Margaret — Mercy

Narvaez, Susana Vargas, Liliana Narvaez
Melissa Gonzalez

Big Spring, Holy Trinity —
Diana Valdez, Adrian Saldivar, Merlinda
Moron, Sarah Moron

Brownwood, St Mary — Brent
Fanning, Beatrice Fanning

Crane, Good Shepherd — Teresa
Figueroa

Miles, St Thomas — Patricia
Hohensee, Michele Halfmann

Odessa, St Anthony — S. Elizabeth
Villegas, S. Esperanza Razura, Mary
Rivas, Irene Brito, Gloria Medina  

Odessa, St Joseph — Diana Madero
Odessa, St Mary — Rose Mendez
Rowena, St. Joseph — Charles/Linda

Frerich, Alan/Mary Lee Pelzel
San Angelo, St Joseph — Mara

Hernandez, Elizabeth Martinez, Nelva
Renteria, Angela Lopez, Noreen
Rodriguez

San Angelo, St Margaret — Muriel
Emerson, Michael Scammel

Sonora, St Ann — Delia Samaniego,
Juanita Estrada, Janna Martinez, Nancy
Jimenez, JoAnn Hernandez, Marrisa Faz

Stanton, St Joseph — Senaida Garza,
Missy Hernandez

Sweetwater, IHM-HF — S. Tita Iglesias
Wall — Dolores Gully, Dan Shannahan,

Sharon Morris, Bernadette Halfmann

In addition, parishes were invited to
nominate one youth from their parish
who had shown outstanding qualities in:

Leadership — the ability to lead, rally
others, build unity

Service — selflessness in meeting the
needs of others in the parish, school,

community
Witness — live the values and faith of

a Catholic in good standing, be a role
model to others, not hesitant to speak of
his/her faith.

The following received Catholic recog-
nition:

Abilene, Holy Family — Kevin Lenius
Abilene, Sacred Heart — Destiny

Gonzalez
Big Lake, St Margaret — David Garcia
Big Spring, Holy Trinity — Crystal

Villareal
Brownwood, St Mary — Lizette Lopez
Crane, Good Shepherd — Maria

Serratos
McCamey, Sacred Heart — Damien

Ramirez
Mertzon, St. Peter — Karen Narvaez
Midland, St Ann — Caity Tarabocchia
Miles, St Thomas — Troy Halfmann

Odessa, St Anthony — Kassandra
Lujan

Odessa, St Joseph — Lily Ramirez
Odessa, St Mary — Catherine

Wimberly
Rowena, St. Joseph — Jordan Kalina
San Angelo, St Joseph — Miguel

Palacio
San Angelo, St Margaret — Andrew

Wankowski
Sonora, St Ann — Manuel Cande

Tobias
Stanton, St Joseph — Edgar Cortez
St Lawrence — Reggie Halfmann
Sweetwater, IHM-HF — Lexie Perez
Wall —  Jessica Brown
After the presentation of certificates to

the Adult Catechetical Leaders, Youth
Ministry Leaders  and Young People,
three special diocesan awards were pre-
sented.  The Timothy Award for an out-
standing youth went to Manuel Cande
Tobias from St. Ann, Sonora. The
Companion on the Journey Award was
presented to one catechetical leader and
one youth ministry leader for their com-
mitment and implementation of the cate-
chetical and youth ministry documents.
The recipients of this award were Teresa
Figueroa from Good Shepherd, Crane;
Missy Hernandez from St. Joseph,
Stanton.

Far left ... Hector Mendez, Ector County ISD
Superintendent and a deacon at St. Mary’s
in Odessa speaks to the Office of Education
and Formation annual awards banquet.

At left, Father Ariel Lagunilla, of the
Rowena-Miles-Olfen cluster, with attendees
at the formation awards banquet, including,
seated, Sister Tita Iglesias, OND, and Sister
Esperanza Razura, ASC. 

Top photo, the Office of Education and
Formation Awards banquet in San Angelo.



By Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI

Several years ago, I was approached by
man who asked me to be his spiritual direc-
tor. He was in his mid-forties and almost
everything about him
radiated a certain health.
As we sat down to talk,
I mentioned that he
seemed to be in a very
good space. He smiled
and replied that, yes,
this was so, but it hadn't
always been so. His
happiness had its own
history ... and its own pre-
history.  Here's how he told his story:

"I haven't always been in a good space in
my life; in fact, it's been a long struggle to
get where I am today. For more than 20
years, from the time I left high school
until three years ago, I struggled with two
addictions: alcohol and sex. I had them
enough under control that I could essen-
tially hide them from my family, my
friends, and my colleagues. As well I
never acted out in very dangerous ways. I
was addicted, but still had good control in
my life. The problem was that I was living
a double life - showing one life to my
family and friends and living another life
secretly (alcohol, pornography, and pick-
up bars) on the side. I never once missed a
day of work and was always able to func-
tion at a high level professionally, but my

life slowly
began to fixate
around my
addictions - hid-
ing them, lying
about my activi-
ties, fiercely
protecting my
privacy, resent-
ment towards anything or anybody who
stood between me and my addictions, and
daily anxiety, scheming about where I
would go at night. I functioned decently
within my work and my relationships, but
my mind, heart, and real attention were
focused on something else, my addictions,
my next hit.

I'm not sure what the exact trigger was
since there were a number of things that
hit me at a point (my father's death, a cou-
ple of near escapes in terms of being dis-
covered, some real shame, some graced
moments of clarity when I sensed both my
hypocrisy and the dead-end road I was
on), but three years ago I went on a retreat
to a monastery and had the courage to
have a long talk with the Abbott. He sug-
gested that I go into two recovery pro-
grams, one to deal with alcohol and the
other to deal with sex. I took his advice
and all I can say is that it has completely
turned my life around. I've been "sober"
now for three years and the best way that I
can describe it is that now "I see color
again". Nothing feels as great as honesty!

I have
never been
this happy!
I'm now
living in
the light!"

We're
called to
live in the

light, but we tend to have an overly
romantic idea of what that should mean.
We tend to think that to live in the light
means that there should be a kind of spe-
cial sunshine inside of us, a divine glow in
our conscience, a sunny joy inside us that
makes is constantly want to praise God, an
ambience of sacredness surrounding our
attitude.  But that's unreal.  What does it
mean to live in the light?

To live in the light means to live in hon-
esty, pure and simple, to be transparent, to
not have part of us hidden as a dark secret.

All conversion and recovery programs
worthy of the name are based on bringing
us to this type of honesty. We move
towards spiritual health precisely by flush-
ing out our sickest secrets and bringing
them into the light. Sobriety is more about
living in honesty and transparency than it is
about living without a certain chemical,
gambling, or sexual habit. It's the hiding of
something, the lying, the dishonesty, the
deception, the resentment we harbor
towards those who stand between us and
our addiction, that does the real damage to

us and to those we love.
Spiritual health lies in honesty and trans-

parency and so we live in the light when
we are willing to lay every part of our
lives open to examination by those who
need to trust us.
4To live in the light is to be able always
to tell our loves ones where we are and
what we are doing.
4 To live in the light is not have to worry
if someone traces what websites we have
visited.
4 To live in the light is to not be anxious
if someone in the family finds our files
unlocked.
4 To live in the light is to be able to let
those we live with listen to what's inside
our cell-phones, see what's inside our
emails, and know who's on our speed-dial.
4 To live in the light is to have a confes-
sor and to be able to tell that person what
we struggle with, without having to hide
anything.

To live in the light is to live in such a
way that, for those who know us, our lives
are an open book.

Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic
priest and member of the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, is president
of the Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio. He is a community-builder, lectur-
er and writer. His books are popular
throughout the English-speaking world and
his weekly column is carried by more than
seventy newspapers worldwide.
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Catholic Voices

On honesty and openness and living our lives in the light

By Dan Morris
Catholic News Service

Readers have been too shy to ask, but I
want to make this announcement
nonetheless: This column is gluten-free.

I mention this because in this day and
age when viral communications and
social media are all the rage, they are no
more on the cutting edge than being
gluten-free. By mentioning that my col-
umn is gluten-free, I believe it could
soon become very famous. This will
make the rounds on Twitter, Facebook,
Craigslist and maybe even the Food Network.

When the gluten-free crowd inputs "gluten-free" into
search engines, my column will pop up.

No matter what I say or think or stand for or don't say
or don't think or don't stand for, it will take on a sheen
of authority and legitimacy for it will originate from a

gluten-free source. It's almost like being a movie star or
vice presidential candidate.

I might be asked to endorse political candidates or
become a spokesperson for something, maybe Fritos,
which are (you guessed it) gluten-free.

Can I prove my column is gluten-free? Yes.
You can Google and word-search all my previous

years of columns. The word "gluten" will not appear
once. I may have misspelled gluttony once or twice, but
that should not count against me.

The power of being gluten-free struck me recently
when I was eating a dog biscuit. It was not gluten-free,
but it could have been.

Stay with me on this. The back story is that my wife
was baking cookies, had the dough rolled out and was
ready to cut it into shapes -- specifically into the shape
of dog biscuits. In this case, too, the future cookies real-
ly were dog biscuits.

My wife was baking them for a fundraiser. Being a
cookie thief traditionalist, I waited until she turned her

back and put some of the dough into my mouth. Peanut
butter is one of the ingredients, so I thought they were
peanut butter cookies shaped like dog biscuits.

For the record, peanut butter-flavored doggie biscuits
are not bad at all, and with a little honey on them they
might be just fine.

Jumping ahead, we were selling the peanut butter-fla-
vored dog biscuits at the fundraiser and, cross my heart,
at least five people asked if they were gluten-free. They
were serious. You could have pushed me over with a
cookie cutter.

Before you dog owners who love your dogs and have
had them tested for gluten tolerance (or lack thereof), I
did not say this was a bad thing. It just caught me off
guard. Next time I go to the grocery store, I am going to
check dog food cans for gluten-free advertising just out
of curiosity.

Now think religion. If we Catholics hurry, we can be
the first denomination out there to declare ourselves
gluten-free. Couldn't hurt, could it? 

Label advisory: For your health, this column is gluten free

Rolheiser

Morris

‘T
o live in the light, is to live

our lives as an open book.’

-- Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI
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Catholic Voices II

By Effie Caldarola 
Catholic News Service

If you are a Catholic and have not
heard about the news
that the Vatican's
Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith
reprimanded the
Leadership
Conference of Women
Religious, you must
be living on an island
somewhere with a
news blackout.

Information, some of it accurate,
some of it skewed, made it into the
Catholic press, but also to CNN and
most network news shows. The issue
became fodder for columns in papers
such as The New York Times and The
Washington Post, as well as National
Public Radio.

For some Catholics in the pews, the
news struck a ho-hum response. But
for many more, especially those edu-

cated and involved, word of the docu-
ment with the reprimand ignited a
firestorm of debate in the blogosphere,
the independent Catholic press, on
Facebook and in emails worldwide.

This is not a column about that
debate.

Instead, it's about the response gener-
ated by a simple idea that Jesuit Father
James Martin had when he got wind of
the document sent to the LCWR. The
organization represents about 80 per-
cent of the 57,000 women religious in
the United States.

Father Martin decided it might be a
nice idea to let American nuns know
that, to an enormous extent, they have
been a great gift to the church. He
launched an initiative on Twitter invit-
ing others to tell the cyber world "what
sisters mean to me" in 140 characters
or less.

Father Martin made it clear he was
not criticizing the Vatican that handed
down the reprimand. Some, however,
called his initiative "disingenuous,"
insinuating that by typing good things

about a sister who'd meant a great deal
to them, they were somehow issuing a
doctrinal dissent. Not so.

Probably no group has meant more to
individuals in the American church
than women religious. To be fair, the
Vatican acknowledged in the document
the tremendous contributions by
women religious.

However, the reprimand led many to
think that perhaps some of the 70- or
80-year-old religious sisters, no matter
what views they held of the document,
would be feeling pretty dispirited.

For that reason, maybe now is a great
time to remind sisters that they're
appreciated. That's not dissent. That's
reconciliation, respect, reverence.
Those are items we seem to be lacking
in our American ecclesial discussion
right now.

"Gratitude is always in season,"
Father Martin said.

In his Twitter initiative "what sisters
mean to me," many wrote in with some 

(Please See CALDAROLA/23)

By Stephen Kent 
Catholic News Service

The ink was hardly dry on one of the
major teaching documents in the American
Catholic church when
we first met.

The pastoral letter
"Economic Justice for
All" was published by
the U.S. bishops in the
fall of 1986. A few
months later, I arrived in
Omaha, Neb., to become
editor of the archdioce-
san newspaper. Roger
Bergman, at that time, was director of the
New Covenant Center: Education for
Justice and Peace. Each of us has since
moved on.

Bergman began his academic career at
Creighton University in Omaha, instituted
the justice and peace studies program,
received his doctorate in education and
now chairs the university's sociology
department.

His deep knowledge and interest in
Catholic social teaching continued over
the years. In the months following publi-

cation of "Economic Justice for All," we
talked a good deal about the best strategy
for introducing its teachings to the arch-
diocese: Bergman by public speaking and
parish workshop appearances; I as the edi-
tor selecting content.

It was not, to be honest, an easy sell. We
faced varied reactions ranging from
remarks that naive bishops were out of
touch with real life, to allegations that the
bishops had morphed into some radical
socialist group of hierarchs. The pastoral
letter became another element to describe
why Catholic social teaching is the
church's best-kept secret.

Reflecting back to those days, it may be
that we were focusing on the wrong ele-
ment: teaching rather than learning; going
for the head rather than the heart.

Bergman now has authored a new book
titled "Catholic Social Learning:
Educating the Faith That Does Justice." In
it, he reaches that conclusion.

"When you pick up the standard text of
Catholic social teaching of 600 pages, it
contains one and a half pages of how it is
learned. A page and a half out of 600," he
said.

"This has been my business for over 30

years. I've been thinking about it over a
long time and realized firm convictions
about social teaching," he said. "My sense
is that people don't become enamored until
they directly face poverty or injustice. It is
all about personal encounter."

As Catholics have become mainstream
and middle class, they don't have contact
with the poor, he said. And surveys show
that the feelings Catholics have about
serving the poor do not translate into an
appreciation for Catholic social teaching.

"Many of my students are Catholic,
haven't heard much about Catholic social
teaching before and are thrilled to hear
about it," he said.

Bergman says when students hear about
Catholic social teaching they ask, "This is
such great stuff. How come I haven't heard
about it?"

"I find that puzzling. From the point of
view of a teacher, I guess I'm less interest-
ed in what is lacking in reception and
more to figure out how to correct."

Bergman started the justice and peace
studies program at Creighton in 1995. It
has had 125 students. There are students
who wish to do this full time, he said. It's
all about learning up close and personal.

"I have 20 graduates and all 20 are vol-
unteering -- some for a year domestically,
some two years overseas. Most will return
and go into a master's [program] for a
career in public health, social work, public
policy, law school or medicine," he said.

Creighton has a strong culture of student
service, he said. Hundreds of students par-
ticipate in fall and spring service trips.
Every fraternity has a social project and
each dormitory has a relationship with a
local social service agency, he said.

Some of the students go to the
Dominican Republic to live in the homes
of the people they serve.

"Until you share a tortilla with a
Guatemalan family in their home or work
with them in the field, you don't appreciate
their lives," he said.

"Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst" is not a head thing, said Bergman.

"It comes from the gut. There's some-
thing to be said for dramatic change, to get
out of a comfort zone into a discomfort
zone," he concluded.

Kent, now retired, was editor of arch-
diocesan newspapers in Omaha and
Seattle. He can be contacted at: consider-
sk@gmail.com.

Kent

Calderola

Best way of teaching justice? Reaching the heart

Where has the charity in debate gone? Lesson 1 ...
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By Father Tad Pacholczyk

In a 1999 study published in the Journal of the
American Medical Association, patients with
serious illness were asked to
identify what was most impor-
tant to them during the dying
process. Many indicated they
wanted to achieve a “sense of
control.” This is understandable.
Most of us fear our powerless-
ness in the face of illness and
death. We would like to retain
an element of control, even
though we realize that dying
often involves the very opposite:
a total loss of control, over our muscles, our
emotions, our minds, our bowels and our very
lives, as our human framework succumbs to
powerful disintegrative forces.

Even when those disintegrative forces become
extreme and our suffering may seem overwhelm-
ing, however, a singularly important spiritual
journey always remains open for us. This path is
a “road less traveled,” a path that, unexpectedly,
enables us to achieve genuine control in the face
of death. The hallmark of this path is the person-
al decision to accept our sufferings, actively lay-
ing down our life on behalf of others by embrac-
ing the particular kind of death God has ordained
for us, patterning our choice on the choice con-
sciously made by Jesus Christ.

When asked about the “why” of human suffer-
ing, Pope John Paul II once stated, with piercing
simplicity, that the answer has “been given by
God to man in the cross of Jesus Christ.” He
stressed that Jesus went toward his own suffer-
ing, “aware of its saving power.” The Pope also
observed that in some way, each of us is called to
“share in that suffering through which the
Redemption was accomplished.” He concluded
that through his only-begotten Son, God “has
confirmed His desire to act especially through
suffering, which is man's weakness and emptying
of self, and He wishes to make His power known
precisely in this weakness and emptying of self.”
The Holy Father echoes St. Paul's famous pas-
sage: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.”

The greatest possibility we have for achieving
control, then, is to align ourselves in our suffer-
ing and weakness with God and his redemptive
designs. This oblation of radically embracing our
particular path to death, actively offered on
behalf of others and in union with Christ, mani-
fests our concern for the spiritual welfare of oth-
ers, especially our friends and those closest to us.
We are inwardly marked by a profound need to

sacrifice and give of ourselves, a need that mani-
fests our inner capacity to love and be loved.

As no one had ever done before, Jesus charted
the path of love-driven sacrifice, choosing to lay
down his life for his friends. He was no mere
victim in the sense of being a passive and unwill-
ing participant in his own suffering and death. He
was in control. He emphasized, with otherworld-
ly authority, that, “nobody takes my life from
me: I lay it down, and I take it up again.” 

Yet we see that his life was, in fact, taken from
him by those various individuals and groups who
plotted his death and sought his execution. His
life was taken from him by evil men, even
though, paradoxically, nobody took his life from
him, because nobody had power over his being,
unless granted from above. 

We experience a similar paradox in our own
deaths: while it may seem that our life is being
taken from us through the evil of a particular ail-
ment or the ravages of a particular disease, we
can reply that nothing takes away our life,
because nothing has power over our being,
except what is ordained from above. In his provi-
dence and omniscience, years before the fact,
God already knows and foresees that unique con-
fluence of events that will constitute our death,
whether it be by stroke or cardiac arrest, liver
failure or Alzheimers, or any other means. By
spiritually embracing in God that specific path to
death, our freedom is elevated to new heights;
indeed, we “achieve control” in the most impor-
tant way possible, through willed surrender and
radical gift in our innermost depths.

Jesus foresaw that his greatest work lay ahead
as he ascended Calvary to embrace his own pow-
erlessness and self-emptying. Although we may
feel condemned to our powerlessness as we
receive help from others in our sickness, and
although we may feel supremely useless as we
are "nailed" to our hospital bed, our active,
inward embrace of the cross unleashes important
graces for ourselves and others, and reveals a
refulgent light beyond the obscurity of every suf-
fering. Jesus' radical embracing of his Passion -
and our radical embracing of our own - marks
the supreme moment of a person who achieves
control over his or her destiny through immer-
sion into the hope-filled and redemptive designs
of God.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of
the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the
Director of Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See www.ncb-
center.org

Powerlessness, or the hidden
power in our suffering?

Making Sense of Bioethics

Pacholczyk

By Katherine Jass Lopez
For The Angelus

SAN ANTONIO -- As the number of vocations to the priesthood
begins to grow, so does the need for more room to house our future
priests. Thankfully, this is a good problem to have. In order to meet the
need, and to encourage future vocations, Assumption Seminary is
remodeling one of its buildings to be named in honor of Msgr. Jose A.
Lopez, a priest of the archdiocese.

In preparation to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the seminary in
2015, the Board of Trustees have been discussing how best to address
the space issue. St. Alice Hall, which was opened in 1956 and served as
the main dormitory for the seminary campus, seemed like a possible
solution.  “In 2007, due to the generosity and support of the people of
the archdiocese, kind benefactors and significant grants, Assumption
Seminary was able to build the Archbishop Patrick Flores Hall. It can
accommodate 80 theologians and four resident priest faculty. Since
2007, some of the rooms at St. Alice Hall were used for short stays and
storage, but there were no clear plans for it until we experienced the
growth in young vocations at the college level,” said Father Jeff Pehl,
rector of the seminary.

Currently, many of the college seminarians are living across from the
street from the seminary at the Mexican American Catholic College.
While the seminary appreciates the assistance from the college, it’s
important for men in formation to be in one central location. “With the
number of college seminarians growing, the collegians and resident
priests are spread around in different buildings next door on the MACC
campus. While that has been nice, it would be better if they were
together. Finally, locating the college seminarians in one building direct-
ly on the Assumption Seminary campus will place them in their own
home nearer to the archbishop’s home, the auxiliary bishop’s apartment,
all of the theologians in Flores Hall and to me and the rest of the priest
faculty, Father Pehl said.

Once the planning was underway, it seemed only natural to rename it
to Msgr. Jose A. Lopez Hall, who passed away last May. 

“At the end of the planning, Archbishop Gustavo (García-Siller)
decided that it would be most appropriate to name the hall in honor of
Msgr. Lopez. Father Joe, ordained in 1971, attended college and theolo-
gy seminary in San Antonio. He was an excellent priest, counselor, spir-
itual director and teacher. Father Joe lived and served at the seminary
for almost 30 years. During those years, the seminary ordained nearly
250 priests; Father Joe was responsible for encouraging all of those men
in their vocations. He was such a model priest and teacher, a native to
the church of San Antonio, and pastoral servant to people of every cul-
ture,” Father Pehl said.

“Msgr. Lopez was a major part of formation at Assumption Seminary
for decades, and his witness in promoting priestly vocations and quality
formation deserves recognition and gratitude.”

Construction began in the spring and is scheduled to be completed
this summer, just in time to welcome the seminarians back for the fall
semester.  The renovated building will have 45 college dormitory
rooms, four resident priest suites, social and meeting areas, a prayer
chapel, readings rooms and lounges, dining area with kitchen and bal-
cony and outdoor patio. “By remodeling and significantly improving the
old dorm on campus, not only will they be all together, but they will
have everything they need.”

Upgrades to Msgr.
Lopez Hall to increase
space for seminarians
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Program                /--------------------------------  FY 2012/13  --------------------------------\ % of
Budgeted Grants Own FEEs NET Assessment Budget

Clergy Medical & Assistance 113,829$                   -$                       500$                      113,329$                     

Sabbatical/Visiting Clergy 77,453$                     -$                       -$                       77,453$                       

Bishop Emeritus 68,912$                     -$                       -$                       68,912$                       

Continuing Education of Clergy 68,812$                     50,000$                 9,442$                   9,370$                         

Vocations 126,796$                   50,000$                 -$                       76,796$                       

Seminarian Education 703,354$                   65,000$                 251,655$               386,699$                     

Women Religious 7,254$                       -$                       -$                       7,254$                         

Permanent Diaconate 69,294$                     40,000$                 -$                       29,294$                       

Ministerial Support 1,235,704$     205,000$      261,597$      769,107$         29.4%

CKRC Ministries 487,567$                   5,000$                   322,569$               159,998$                     

Religious Education & Formation 390,940$                   190,000$               48,662$                 152,278$                     

Contributions & Assessments 177,844$                   -$                       33,983$                 143,861$                     

Communications & Paper 156,983$                   -$                       156,285$               698$                            

Tribunal 219,163$                   -$                       10,971$                 208,191$                     

University Apostolate 99,222$                     35,000$                 16,056$                 48,166$                       

Catholic Student Assoc-UTPB 12,337$                     -$                       5,000$                   7,337$                         

Catholic Student Assoc-Abilene 6,500$                       -$                       -$                       6,500$                         

Liturgy Office 14,136$                     -$                       -$                       14,136$                       

Superintendent of Schools 21,071$                     -$                       5,000$                   16,071$                       

Criminal Justice Ministry 63,262$                     -$                       28,026$                 35,236$                       

LIMEX 22,505$                     -$                       22,505$                 -$                            

Human Resources 68,718$                     -$                       -$                       68,718$                       

Hispanic Ministry 4,675$                       -$                       -$                       4,675$                         

Pro-Life 25,632$                     -$                       7,500$                   18,132$                       

Immigration 12,653$                     -$                       -$                       12,653$                       

Ministries & Programs 1,783,209$     230,000$      656,558$      896,651$         42.4%

Administrative Office 608,355$                   -$                       -$                       608,355$                     

Business Services 542,636$                   -$                       3,600$                   539,036$                     

Bishop's Residence 29,570$                     -$                       -$                       29,570$                       

Capital Renewal/Replacement 10,000$                     -$                       10,000$                 -$                            

Administrative & Fiscal 1,190,561$     -$             13,600$       1,176,961$      28.3%

** TOTAL ** 4,209,473$   435,000$    931,754$    2,842,719$    100.0%

June 2012

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I am delighted to present to you the Diocese of San
Angelo’s approved 2012-2013 annual budget. After its hav-
ing been thoroughly reviewed by out Ministry/Department
heads, the Diocesan Finance Council and the Presbyteral
Council, I am accepting the budget as bishop for the upcom-
ing fiscal year: July 1, 2012-June 30, 2013.

This budget continues financial support for our No. 1 min-
istry: Marriage and Family Life, as well as for religious edu-
cation, youth ministry, pro-life efforts, immigration assistance
and other ministries. The budget includes funds for the sup-
port and education of the 17 seminarians who are at various
stages in their journey to becoming diocesan priests. In
addition, a pledge of $25,000 has been made for a third
year to assist Haiti in its recovery from the on-going tragic
effects of the earthquake.

I am keenly aware of the continuing economic crisis and
how it affects our parishes. I am deeply grateful to all the
people of our parishes and missions for their generous sup-
port, knowing that we are in trying economic times.

Your generosity helps us to provide for many ministries of
service for all our people.

If you have any questions on the budget, I invite you to
please call our Finance Officer, Regina Bodiford, at
325.651.7500. With you, let us all ask God’s blessings upon
our programs of ministry that help make Christ and His mes-
sage present in all of our communities. God Bless You.

Your Servant in Christ and Mary

Most Rev.  Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI
Bishop of San Angelo

Bishop Pfeifer denounces president’s embrace of gay marriage
By Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI

President Obama’s unequivocal support
for the redefinition of marriage is very dis-
turbing and saddening. The President’s
position on same-sex marriages goes
against the basic biblical teaching  that a
true marriage is a sacred union of one man
and one woman, and the constant Judeo-
Christian understanding of the natural and

religious meaning of the union of marriage.
The President’s decision undermines the
institution of marriage, which is the very
cornerstone of our society. As the meaning
of marriage is established by a Divine
authority, no human being is granted the
authority to change the long-held unique
and inestimable value of marriage as being
between one man and one woman. 

Several months ago, President Obama

made the decision to abandon support for
the Defense of Marriage Act [DOMA]
which caused great sadness among people
who believe that a true marriage is
designed by God and understood for mil-
lennia and across cultures as a union of one
man and one woman. 

Unfortunately President Obama’s lat-
est decision is not surprising because of
actions already taken by his administration

that erode the unique meaning of mar-
riage.

The Catholic bishops stand firmly ready
to affirm every positive measure taken by
our government to strengthen marriage
and family. Within the Church, marriage
and family are a primary ministry, and we
will take every action to teach and preach
about the sacredness of marriage as
designed by God.

DIOCESAN BUDGET
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Diocese Celebrates Four Diaconal Ordinations
Matthiesen eager

to serve in smaller
West Texas towns

By Deacon Sam Matthiesen

The journey to this point for me has been very
long. I entered the seminary in 2004 so it has been
eight years! Many people ask me if this time has

gone by fast for me. I tell them
“it feels like eight years.”

It definitely has been hard at
times but it has been filled with
countless blessings as well. I
have learned more than I real-
ize and I am so grateful to all
who helped form me: the ones
in the seminary and the ones
here in the diocese as well, for
all that they have taught me. I
am of course thankful for my

family who were my first supporters and continue
forming me still today. It was my parents and my
family who were my inspiration on wanting to be a
priest, and it is from their guidance that I was able
to hear God’s call. I am also grateful to my home of
Olfen for playing an important role in my vocation. 

I thank God for the opportunity to spend my first
four years of seminary at Conception Seminary
College. This was an awesome experience! My
teachers there were the Benedictine monks of
Conception Abbey, they taught me way more than
just theology and philosophy. My seminary years
at Assumption Seminary in San Antonio have also
been filled with many blessings. I know from my
experience in San Antonio, that I never want to
live in a city that size. I like that I will be a priest
in the small cities and towns of West Texas. I was
blessed to be at the Sacred Heart Cathedral this
year. I learned a lot from the parishioners there. I
had great teachers in the students at Angelo
Catholic School. These students are a great group
of kids; it was an awesome blessing to have them
as part of my formation! 

I am excited about serving the Church as a dea-
con; this will be a great year in which I will learn a
lot about ministry. I am looking forward to this
year as a deacon, but for me this is only a step.
God has called me to be a priest, and this is what I
have been working for the last eight years. I want
to thank the people of the diocese of San Angelo
for all your prayers. I ask that you continue to pray
for me. I cannot wait to serve in this diocese as a
priest! 

Thoughts on a vocational

journey (so far)

By Deacon Innocent Ugochukwu

I would like to begin my story by describing my
recent transitional diaconal ordi-
nation which took place on May
17, 2012 with these few words
… it was overpowering, holy,
humbling, unbelievable, and in
many ways indescribable. I am
in fact short of words to
describe the gravity of the joy
that I did experience on this
very special day in my entire
life. I am graciously thankful to
God having come thus far. But,

being a Deacon is not the final bus stop. I still have
a few more months to realize my dream and to be
that which God is calling me to be … an ordained
priest.

During my pre-ordination retreat held at the
Mission of Divine Mercy in New Braunfels, there
was a palpable excitement in me and a true serious-
ness in my mind in those hours of the solemn
retreat as I pondered what was to happen on May
17, 2012. I brought a copy of the ordination rite
with me on the retreat, and each day for one hour I
would consider a different aspect of it.  One of the
expressions that I hear often, and which I myself
have used over and over again, is that no one feels
“worthy” to receive ordination at the hands of the
Church—that the gift the Church sees fit to bestow
on her sons is somehow too much. In many ways,
standing before the prospect of ordination makes
me feel a bit like King Belshazzar reading the writ-
ing on the wall: “you have been weighed in the bal-
ances and found wanting” (Dan 5:27). This “unwor-
thiness” is a real experience of many men, perhaps
even all, at ordination.

Ultimately, the “worth” we possess is that which
is given to us by the Lord, the one who created us
and who called us to be instruments in his kingdom.
The question of the worthiness of the candidate is
the question of his vocation: are you certain that this
is the will of God? When we follow our voca-
tions—be they to priesthood, marriage, single, or
religious life—we are living the life we are “wor-
thy” in Christ to live. So the test is not of the objec-
tive worth of the priesthood, of marriage, or of
some other vocation, but of the correspondence
between the definitive call of the Lord and the will-
ing response of the hearer. When the call and the
response resonate, the candidate is worthy, because 

(Please See INNOCENT/24)
Clockwise from top right, seminarians who have become deacons this month (left to right) Lorenzo Hatch, Francis Onyekozuru, Innocent Eziefule and Sam Matthiesen flank Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI; Scenes from Deacon Innocent’s ordi-

nation; Deacon Sam’s ordination; Deacon Lorenzo’s ordination and Deacon Francis’ ordination.
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Your Family

Sometimes it’s
best to grab the
memories, go

By Effie Caldarola 
Catholic News Service

During the past year, my husband and I moved
from Alaska to the Midwest where I grew up. Alaska
is a unique place and it was hard to leave. A friend
who moved from Fairbanks to
Spokane, Wash. described her experi-
ence about leaving as "homesickness
washing over me like waves."

Yes, that was just how I felt. I
would lie in bed in the morning, the
alien warm wind off the Plains blow-
ing through my window in a most
unfamiliar way, and a surge of
pain would register inside and
move through me, leaving emptiness in its wake.

Alaska was where I met my husband, where all my
children were born, where I matured and grew older
in so many ways. Alaska is a huge territory with a
small-town feel. I felt a deep loneliness.

But only for a while.
Moving has taught me, once again, that most peo-

ple think of their home as the center of the universe,
and that, even though we Alaskans called anywhere
that wasn't Alaska "outside," life goes on when you
leave.

With different eyes, I returned with my daughter
last week to visit old friends.

About 30 years ago, we bought the Alaskan house
where we raised three babies to adulthood. In the
early years, a local nursery had a spring promotion in
which they gave away a tree or shrub. Your "tree"
was a little stick wrapped in a wet paper towel, with
a couple of roots and maybe a leaf or two.

One year we received a little twig that is now a
full-grown ornamental tree; another year a crab apple
tree failed to thrive, but the tiny stick we put in the
ground in the hopes that it would become a lilac
bush became the pride of our front yard. It grew to
be huge and round, over 9 feet tall. It had the most
beautiful-smelling blossoms.

The neighborhood moose munched on many
things, but luckily they rejected my lilac bush. When
I read an article that said lilacs bloomed best when
fertilized with human urine, I saved contributions for
my bush, yielding me no end of eye-rolling from my
children.

We took ample pictures of kids and bush, and the
last year we lived there, an elderly woman actually
stopped her car and got out to take a picture of its
bounteous blooms.

(Please See MEMORIES/20)

By Bill and Monica Dodds 
Catholic News Service

God knows caregiving is hard. God
knows caregiving is work. God alone
knows all the particular circum-
stances -- the feelings and emotions,
the life experi-
ences and person-
ality quirks, the
baggage and hot
buttons can make
taking care of
another person
hard work.

Knowing all
that, God has cho-
sen certain people
to play a central
role in providing
that care. Just as from the cross Jesus
asked St. John the Evangelist -- the
patron saint of caregivers -- to care
for the Blessed Mother, God may ask
you in this life to provide care for
someone he so deeply loves.

But that doesn't mean it's easy or
simple to provide care for a spouse, a
parent or grandparent, a child or sib-
ling with special needs, or any other
family member or friend.

You know that caregiving is hard
work. It can take a toll physically,

emotionally, mentally, financially and
spiritually. What you may not know,
or at times recognize, is that you're
not the only one facing these chal-
lenges.

While you may be the only one in
your family providing care (or be the
primary person providing it), there
are other caregivers. They are in your
workplace, in your parish, in your
community. The number of caregivers
continues to grow rapidly because the
number of seniors needing care con-
tinues to grow rapidly.

Often the work they do and the
services they provide -- the loving
care they offer -- goes unseen. That's
because caregiving is personal. That's
because caregiving isn't a role accept-
ed and carried out to earn glory and
praise. Caregivers aren't interested in
tooting their horns (even if they had
the time or energy to do so).

A caregiver needs up-to-date infor-
mation on, and access to affordable
services, not programs that are out of
touch with reality or out of reach
financially. A caregiver needs the sup-
port of others, not a hands-off attitude
from the workplace, the community,
the state, or the church. And a care-
giver needs solid spiritual nourish-
ment, not pie-in-the-sky platitudes.

A caregiver deserves all that and
much, much more.

You deserve all that and much,
much more.

God knows you do.
One of the basic teachings of

Catholic spirituality is that throughout
our lives, each of us is personally
called by God to use a particular tal-
ent to meet a particular need. For
you, or someone you know, that
vocation is taking care of a loved one.

Our Catholicism tells us that in all
things, at all times, we're never alone.
God doesn't send us on our way. He
walks with us. When you're caught up
in the many daily details and
demands of caregiving, it's easy to
overlook the spiritual side of what
you've been asked and called to do
and what you're doing. It can help to
realize that what you're doing is a
prayer, and the path you and your
loved one are taking is a spiritual
journey.

For more caregiving information and
resources, visit YourAgingParent.com.
To receive a free copy of "The Little
Book of Caregiver Prayers" call 1-
800-392-JOHN (5646); or email us at
MonicaDodds@YourAgingParent.com.

God understands caregiving is hard work

Bill and Monica

Dodds

Caldarola

Spirituality for Today

Catholics can gain indulgence by praying for families

Pope authorizes indulgences for ‘truly repentant, motivated by charity’
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Catholics who
dedicate themselves to special prayers
and efforts to promote the holiness of
Christian families can receive special
indulgences during the World Meeting
of Families May 30-June 2 in Milan.

Pope Benedict XVI authorized the
indulgences for those who, "truly
repentant and motivated by charity,

dedicate themselves to the sanctifica-
tion of the family," said a decree pub-
lished May 25 by Cardinal Manuel
Monteiro de Castro, head of the
Apostolic Penitentiary, which deals
with indulgences.

An indulgence is a remission of the
temporal punishment a person is due
for sins that have been forgiven.
Participants in World Meeting of
Families can earn a plenary indul-

gence after going to confession,
receiving the Eucharist and offering
prayers for the intentions of the pope.

People who cannot attend the Milan
meeting still can earn the indulgence
by "spiritually uniting themselves"
with the pope and event participants,
reciting the Lord's Prayer and the
creed and offering special prayers for
the family, the decree said. 
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God talks to Ezekiel
about a prophesy

From the day he knew God had called him to be a prophet
during the exile of King Jehoiachin, Ezekiel, a priest of Israel.
had seen many visions and other wonders of the Lord. On a
certain day, Ezekiel felt the touch of the hand of the Lord
directing him to go out into the middle of a wide valley. He
found the land covered with bones, many, many bones. No
matter which direction Ezekiel walked, there were bones as
far as he could see. And they were very dry and brittle.

Then the Lord asked Ezekiel a question. "Son of man, can
these bones come back to life?" 
And Ezekiel replied, "Lord God, you alone know that."

The Lord said to Ezekiel, "Prophesy over these bones, and
say to them: Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! Thus says
the Lord God to these bones: Listen! I will make breath enter
you so you may come to life. Then you shall know that I am
the Lord."

So Ezekiel spoke the words that God has given to him. As
soon as he finished talking, he heard a loud rattling noise that
sounded like thunder. As Ezekiel watched in amazement, the
bones started to put themselves back together. Bone con-
nected to bone, joints formed, muscles developed and flesh
covered the forms. But there was no life in them.

The Lord said to Ezekiel, "Prophesy to the breath, proph-
esy, son of man! Say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God:
From the four winds come, O breath, and breathe into these
slain that they may come to life." 

Again Ezekiel repeated the words of the Lord. This time the
breath of life entered the figures that had formed from the
bones and they became alive. They stood up, as if they were
a large army. 

The Lord explained, "Son of man, these bones are the
whole house of Israel! They are saying, 'Our bones are dried
up, our hope is lost, and we are cut off.' Therefore, prophesy
and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: Look! I am going
to open your graves; I will make you come up out of your
graves, my people, and bring you back to the land of Israel.
You shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves
and make you come up out of them, my people!"

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Ezekiel 37

Q&A
1. What did Ezekiel see when he reached

the middle of the valley?
2. What happened when Ezekiel prophe-

sied about the breath of God?

BIBLE ACCENT
Ezekiel was a priest, and he received his

call from God to be a prophet during a time
when he had been exiled along with many
other Israelites in Babylon. He believed that
God would restore Israel, and he preached
about the majesty of God and the salvation
he promised for his people. His vision of the
dry bones is believed by many scholars to be
a symbol of Israel being brought from death
back to life. This also is very likely a prophecy
of how Jesus would bring salvation to his
people through the grace of God. In of

Ezekiel's visions, he heard the voice of the
Lord say about the temple that would be built,
"Here I will dwell among the Israelites forev-
er." 

PUZZLE
After each of the following books of the Bible,
write "O" if they are from the Old Testament
or "N" if they are from the New Testament. 
1. Jeremiah 2. Joshua 
3. James 4. Chronicles
5. Corinthians 6. Colossians 
7. Genesis 8. Revelation
Answers: 1. O, 2. O, 3. N, 4. O, 5. N, 6. N, 7.
O, 8. N

BIBLE TRIVIA
What is the name of the Holy Day on which

the Holy Spirit came down to earth? 

JUST 4 KIDS

Even for a superhero, teamwork doesn't come easy
By Karen Osborne
Catholic News Service

When I was in high school, no
assignment was more stressful than
the group presentation. Most of the
time, I ended up frazzled and annoyed
at my teammates: at the procrastinator
who wanted to do all of his work
later, the bossy pants who wanted us
to do all of the work his way or the
sluggard who didn't want to do any
work.

More than once, I ended up as the
lonely hero, doing all of the work
while my teammates took all the cred-
it.

The quintessential hero is often a
loner -- the cowboy riding across the
plains, the undercover spy or the
superhero with a secret identity. Our
culture romanticizes loners: self-
reliant folks who don't need others to
survive and succeed.

But being a loner who doesn't play

well with others is the exception, not
the rule. Most of us have to learn to
function as a team to have a good life.

Look at all of the television shows
where the central plot is wound
around a tightknit team: sports teams,
starship crews, police partners. Most
of us spend our lives dreaming of the
kind of team bond found on the
bridge of "Star Trek's" Starship
Enterprise or the Jeffersonian Institute
in "Bones." We are disappointed
when our workplaces or friendships

end up feeling more like "Survivor"
or "Gossip Girl."

The bond that exists as part of a
team is at the center of the recent
blockbuster movie "The Avengers,"
where a bunch of superheroes who
don't play well with others come
together to fight an enemy. None of
the superheroes alone can defeat the
enemy.

You'd think superpowers would
make teamwork easier, but it doesn't. 

(Please See OSBORNE/23)Osborne
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Nation: Religious Liberty Battle Continues

Lawsuits by Catholic dioceses seek to stop HHS mandate
By Nancy Frazier O'Brien
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Forty-three
Catholic dioceses, schools, hospi-
tals, social service agencies and
other institutions filed suit in fed-
eral court May 21 to stop three
government agencies from imple-
menting a mandate that would
require them to cover contracep-
tives and sterilization in their
health plans.

"Through this lawsuit, plaintiffs
do not seek to impose their reli-
gious beliefs on others," said one
of the suits, filed in U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of
Indiana by the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, diocesan
Catholic Charities, St. Anne
Home and Retirement
Community, Franciscan Alliance,
University of St. Francis and Our
Sunday Visitor.

"They simply ask that the government
not impose its values and policies on
plaintiffs, in direct violation of their reli-
gious beliefs," it added.

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New
York, whose archdiocese is among the
plaintiffs, said the lawsuits were "a com-
pelling display of the unity of the church
in defense of religious liberty" and "a
great show of the diversity of the
church's ministries that serve the com-
mon good and that are jeopardized by
the mandate."

"We have tried negotiations with the
administration and legislation with the
Congress -- and we'll keep at it -- but
there's still no fix," the cardinal said.
"Time is running out and our valuable
ministries and fundamental rights hang
in the balance, so we have to resort to
the courts now."

Cardinal Dolan also is president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
which is not a party to the lawsuits.

Catholic organizations have objected
to the contraceptive mandate since it
was announced last Aug. 1 by Kathleen

Sebelius, secretary of the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services. Unless they are
subject to a narrow religious
exemption or have a grandfa-
thered health plan, employers
will be required to pay for steril-
izations and contraceptives,
including some abortion-induc-
ing drugs, as part of their health
coverage beginning as soon as
Aug. 1, 2012.

In all, 12 lawsuits were filed
simultaneously May 21 in vari-
ous U.S. district courts around
the country. The defendants in
each case were Sebelius; Labor
Secretary Hilda Solis; and
Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner, along with their
departments.

Erin Shields, HHS director of
communications for health care,
told Catholic News Service May
21 that the department cannot

comment on pending litigation.
In addition to the Archdiocese of New

York and Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, the dioceses involved are the
archdioceses of Washington and St.
Louis and the dioceses of Rockville
Centre, N.Y.; Erie, Pa.; Pittsburgh;
Dallas; Fort Worth, Texas; Jackson,
Miss.; Biloxi, Miss.; Springfield, Ill.;
and Joliet, Ill. The Michigan Catholic
Conference, which provides medical
benefits to more than 1,100 Catholic 

(Please See SUIT/22)

Timeline of key events
related to health reform,
contraceptive mandate

WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Here is a timeline of
key events related to the health reform law
and the Department of Health and Human
Services' requirement that contraceptives,
including abortion-inducing drugs, and ster-
ilizations be covered free in health plans.

Feb. 22, 2010: President Barack Obama
releases his proposal for health reform.

March 23, 2010: The Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act is signed into law.

Jan. 19, 2011: House of Representatives
votes 245-189, mostly along party lines, to
repeal the Affordable Care Act.

Feb. 2, 2011: Senate vote on repeal bill fails,
51-47.

July 19, 2011: An Institute of Medicine panel
recommends that sterilizations and all contra-
ceptives approved by the Food and Drug
Administration be included free of charge among
mandated preventive services for women in all
health plans.

Aug. 1, 2011: HHS Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius announces that the federal government
has accepted the panel's recommendations and
outlines as an "interim final rule" a narrow, four-
pronged religious exemption to the contracep-
tive mandate.

Nov. 8, 2011: Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of
New York, president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, has a private meeting with
Obama at the White House.

Nov. 10, 2011: Belmont Abbey College in
North Carolina becomes the first Catholic institu-
tion to file suit against the mandate.

Jan. 20, 2012: Sebelius announces that non-
profit groups that do not provide contraceptive
coverage because of their religious beliefs will
get an additional year "to adapt to this new rule."

March 14, 2012: The USCCB Administrative
Committee issues "United for Religious
Freedom," a statement on various threats to reli-
gious liberty in the United States.

March 16, 2012: HHS issues an "advance
notice of proposed rulemaking" offering an
"accommodation" that would allow nonexempt
religious employers to contract with a "third-
party administrator" or "independent agency"
that receive funds from other sources, such as
rebates from drug makers, to provide free con-
traceptives to covered employees.

March 26-28, 2012: The Supreme Court
hears oral arguments on various aspects of the
health reform law, but not on the mandate.

May 21, 2012: Forty-three dioceses and
Catholic organizations file suit in federal courts
around the country against the contraceptive
mandate.

Aug. 1, 2012: The contraceptive mandate
takes effect for new health plans and those that
undergo significant changes, unless the narrow
religious exemption or the one-year "temporary
enforcement safe harbor" for organizations that
do not provide contraceptives for religious rea-
sons applies.

Jan. 1, 2014: U.S. government begins impos-
ing penalties on individuals not covered by
health insurance and employers that do not offer
coverage.

©2012 CNS

Baltimore, DC basilicas to open Fortnight for Freedom
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Masses at well-known basilicas

in Baltimore and Washington will open and close the "fort-
night for freedom," a special period of prayer, study, catech-
esis and public action proclaimed by the U.S. bishops for
June 21 to July 4.

Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore will celebrate the
opening Mass at Baltimore's historic Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary at 7
p.m. June 21 to kick off the Catholic Church's national educa-
tion campaign on religious liberty.

The closing liturgy will be at 12:10 p.m. July 4 at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington. Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of Washington will
celebrate the Mass, and Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of
Philadelphia will be the homilist.

EWTN will carry the shrine Mass live.
Both national and local efforts will comprise the campaign

that has been launched by the bishops' Ad Hoc Committee on
Religious Liberty. Washington D.C.’s Shrine of the Immaculate Conception



The Angelus JUNE 2012  Page 17  

By Father Kenneth Doyle
Catholic News Service

Q. If a Catholic gets married by a
priest, later gets divorced, then gets
married by a judge, can that person still
receive the holy
Eucharist?

A. The short answer is
"no," but there is so
much more to it than
that. First, to explain the
rule: The church is a
communion of persons
linked by a shared set of
religious beliefs and prac-
tices. Reception of the sacraments, particu-
larly the Eucharist, is an indication that an
individual accepts the beliefs of the church
and the guidelines of its teaching.

One of those guidelines is that a
Catholic should marry in a Catholic cere-
mony or, at least, with the permission of
the church.

Assuming, as seems to be indicated, that
you have not obtained an annulment from
the first marriage, that marriage is still

considered by the church as valid. As such,
the second marriage would not be recog-
nized by the church.

I don't think this should be seen as the
church's presuming to render a judgment
on the state of a person's soul before God
(for only God can safely do that). It should
be seen simply as an indication that the
church, like any organization of human
beings, has rules that govern membership
and regulate behavior.

I would suggest that you continue to
attend Mass regularly.

Too often, people in a situation like this
conclude that Mass attendance is pointless
since they have rendered themselves ineli-
gible for full participation through holy
Communion.

That is unfortunate because usually the
person still shares in the core beliefs of the
church and would derive spiritual satisfac-
tion and helpful guidance by continuing to
attend Mass.

I would also urge that you sit down with
a priest of your choosing and discuss the
circumstances of the first marriage and the
reasons for its breakup. It could well be

that, even if that marriage lasted several
years, there might be grounds for the
church to consider an annulment -- serious
immaturity, for example, or emotional
instability (on the part of one marriage
partner or both) going back to the time of
the marriage.

It seems obvious that reception of the
Eucharist is important to you, so it would
certainly be worth the effort to open that
possibility.

It should also be noted that too often
Catholics who are separated or divorced
but who have never remarried refrain from
taking Communion because they feel that
they have "broken a big rule" and are
therefore ineligible to receive.

The truth is this: The church believes
that, in fidelity to the teaching of Jesus,
marriage is forever, and that spouses
should always enter a marriage with this
understanding and do their best to make
the marriage last.

However, there are some situations
(domestic abuse is a clear-cut one, but 

(Please See DOYLE/22)

By Father John Catoir 
Catholic News Service

When I attempted to explain to my gay
nephew, whom I love as a son, that the
right to marry was not an
absolute right for anyone,
not even heterosexual
Catholics in good stand-
ing, he was not
impressed.

I told him that hetero-
sexual men and women
are not permitted to
marry in the Catholic
Church unless they intend
a permanent, exclusive union. Couples
who come to us do not get to set the terms
of the marriage contract.

If they decide that they want to "marry,"
but not for life, only for as long as the
good feelings last, we send them away. If
they want a union that is open to other
partners, we do the same thing. Catholic
marriages are meant to be exclusive unions
between one man and one woman.

If Catholics of the same gender come to
us to marry, we respect them, but we can-
not marry them.

Under the 14th Amendment of the U.S.

Constitution, gay and lesbian men and
women can claim equal rights under the
law, but they cannot rewrite the law or the
legal presumptions behind it.

Two things are in play: the rights of oth-
ers, and the separation of church and state.

It must be understood that as soon as a
person's legal rights come into conflict
with the legal rights of another or others,
the matter must be adjudicated in a court
of law and it could be up to the Supreme
Court to decide, if necessary.

One example of something similar is the
Occupy Wall Street protesters. They have
the constitutional right of free speech and
assembly, but it is not an absolute right. If
they disturb the peace or misuse public
property, which exists exclusively for the
common good, they lose their license to
assemble.

The marriage laws are equally complex.
What is a gay marriage? Gays and lesbians
differ in their beliefs. Some believe in the
right to be polygamous; some demand the
right to be promiscuous; some are commit-
ted to a lifelong relationship; some are not.

Marriage laws must be applied equally.
All parties must accept the same definition
of the marriage contract.

The U.S. is a democracy, and we the

people have the right to oppose any law
deemed to be unjust. In the United States
majority rules, and the homosexual com-
munity will not advance its chances of
gaining a majority vote to change the law
by strident political tactics, which often
alienate sympathetic observers.

Even if they won a majority vote, creat-
ing an amendment to allow gay marriage,
even if it is passed under the banner of
equal rights under the 14th Amendment,
there is still the issue of the separation
between church and state.

A U.S. law can never be used to com-
mand religious institutions to change their
laws, which they deem to be a divine pre-
cept: namely, the concept that marriage is a
contract between one man and one woman.

As a practical matter, all I can do for my
nephew and his long-standing partner, both
of whom are good and decent human
beings, is bless them and wish them good
health, long life and much happiness.

But, I cannot attempt to "marry" them in
the church or anywhere else without vio-
lating church law.

I tell them they have a right and a duty
to follow their conscience and then trust in
God's love. 

Our Holy Father’s 

2012 Monthly Intentions

JUNE
General Intention: Christ,

Present in the Eucharist. That
believers may recognize in the
Eucharist the living presence of
the Risen One who accompanies
them in daily life.

Missionary Intention:
European Christians. That
Christians in Europe may redis-
cover their true identity and partici-
pate with greater enthusiasm in
the proclamation of the Gospel.

JULY
General Intention: Work

Security. That everyone may have
work in safe and secure condi-
tions.

Missionary Intention: Christian
Volunteers. That Christian volun-
teers in mission territories may
witness to the love of Christ. 

Daily Offering Prayer

Jesus, through the Immaculate

Heart of Mary I offer you my

prayers, works, joys and sufferings

of this day in union with the Holy

Sacrifice of the Mass throughout

the world. I offer them for all the

intentions of Your Sacred Heart:

the salvation of souls, reparation

for sin and the reunion of all

Christians. I offer them for the

intentions of our bishops and of all

Apostles of Prayer, and in particu-

lar for those recommended by our

Holy Father this month.

Complexities of divorced receiving Communion

Catholic marriages: exclusive unions between man, woman

Our Faith

Fr. Doyle

Fr. Catoir

Answers from Kids Puzzle (Pg. 15)

Pentecost
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Culture

‘For Greater Glory’: A powerful, historic drama of religious liberty 
By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK -- "Viva Cristo Rey!"
"Long live Christ the King!"

Such was the rallying cry of the
Cristeros -- devout Mexican Catholics
driven into open, sometimes violent, oppo-
sition to their government during the1920s
by its policy of persecution against the
church. This pious exclamation also serves
as the stirring refrain of the powerful his-
torical drama recounting those events,
"For Greater Glory" (ARC Entertainment).

At the center of director Dean Wright's
sprawling epic stand two remarkable fig-
ures: retired but restless military hero Gen.
Enrique Gorostieta (Andy Garcia), a reli-
gious skeptic who becomes the unlikely
commander of those taking up arms in the
name of faith, and Jose Luis Sanchez
(impressive newcomer Mauricio Kuri), a
saintly adolescent volunteer in Gorostieta's
forces who, decades later, was beatified
for his role in the struggle.

As early scenes reveal, Jose's fervent
belief was kindled by his interaction with
his wise and venerable parish priest,
Father Christopher (Peter O'Toole). When
this forbearing clergyman falls victim to
the anti-clerical campaign unleashed by
President Plutarco Calles (Ruben Blades),
Jose witnesses his spiritual mentor's cold-
blooded execution and is radicalized.

Out to defy the government by peaceful
means is another real-life character, also
since beatified, Anacleto Gonzalez Flores

(Eduardo Verastegui). A pacifist lawyer,
Gonzalez is sometimes referred to as "the
Mexican Gandhi."

A few passages of dialogue are devoted
to debating whether violent means should
ever be employed by Christians, and some
viewers of faith may be unsettled by the
sight of an early 20th-century crusade. But
if the Founding Fathers of the United
States were justified in their rebellion
against British rule when it infringed on
their rights (and pocketbooks), the

Cristeros' attempted overthrow of Calles
seems, on the face of it, at least as well
warranted.

The Mexican government's tyrannical
interference with religious liberty, while
obviously far more extreme than anything
taking place north of the border today,
nonetheless carries a sobering resonance
with current events. If the film can be taken
as a cautionary tale about where excessive-
ly zealous, overweening secularism can
lead a nation, the warning is a stark one.

The wide-ranging saga
requires quite a bit of
exposition, so that the pro-
ceedings, it must be said,
get off to a slow start.

But once the initially
varied story lines laid out
in Michael Love's script
converge, their outcome
packs an emotional wallop.
In fact, moviegoers of a
more sensitive disposition
will be unlikely to escape
without tears. It's no spoil-
er to say that the phrase
"heroic virtue" takes on a
new depth of meaning
when applied to Jose, who
did not gain the honors of

the altar by being a coward.
The sufferings to which Jose is subjected

find their occasional counterpart in the
intensity of the battle scenes. But the fact-
based, faith-quickening tale the movie tells
is sufficiently valuable to justify a younger
viewership than would normally be advis-
able for fare of this kind.

"For Greater Glory" is probably accept-
able for mature adolescents -- and may,
indeed, do them a world of good.

Andy Garcia, with Mauricio
Kuri, plays a Mexican
Revolution-era general
lured out of retirement a
decade later to fight his
own government's severe
curbing of religious free-
doms. (CNS Photo)

Inspirational Mother Teresa books for individuals, families
"Mother Teresa of Calcutta: A Personal

Portrait" by Father Leo Maasburg. Ignatius
Press (San Francisco, 2011). 206 pp., $22.95.
"Bringing Lent Home with Mother Teresa:
Prayers, Reflections and Activities for
Families" by Donna-Marie Cooper O'Boyle. Ave
Maria Press (Notre Dame, Ind., 2012). 96 pp.,
$2.50.

Reviewed by Brian T. Olszewski
Catholic News Service

As much as has been written about
Blessed Teresa of Kolkata, there is always
another book that can provide the reader
with more insight into and more inspira-
tion from her life. "Mother Teresa of
Calcutta: A Personal Portrait" does both.

Father Leo Maasburg served as the nun's
spiritual adviser, confessor and translator,
traveling with her throughout the world.

Thus, he can accurately term his work "a
personal portrait." It contains the material
one would expect to glean from being
someone's regular travel partner, material
that would not surface in interviews with
the subject but which has to be witnessed.

Through Father Maasburg's stories, the
reader gets a dose of the blessed nun's wit,
stubbornness -- he relates a story about a
heated argument she had with the arch-
bishop of Paris, Cardinal Jean-Marie
Lustiger, about health insurance
(Missionaries of Charity do not have
health insurance) -- commitment to the
poor, humility in service and her faith. He
writes about her devotion to the
Miraculous Medal and the "miracles" the
priest attributes to it.

One senses that Father Maasburg wasn't
always sure what surprises travels with

Mother Teresa would bring, but he accept-
ed what appear to be journeys of faith,
e.g., sneaking Miraculous Medals into the
then-Soviet Union and dropping one
behind a czar's sarcophagus in the Church
of the Annunciation in the Kremlin, as part
of his role.

"A Personal Portrait" is an enjoyable
volume that will provide readers with
smiles and laughs, and that will renew
them in the living of their faith.

While Lent doesn't begin until Feb. 13,
2013, "Bringing Lent Home with Mother
Teresa" should be highlighted in the fami-
ly "What we'll do for Lent this year" fold-
er. What Donna-Marie Cooper O'Boyle
brings to the shelf of family Lenten litera-
ture is a practical, user-friendly collection
of daily reading and activities based upon
the life and words of Mother Teresa.
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Parishioners from 6 churches complete

2010-2012 Basic Formation cycle 

Congratulations to the participants from six parishes who received a certificate
for completing the Two-Year Basic Formation process on May 5, 2012.

This Two-Year Process which began on August 28, 2010 was held at St. Francis
Parish, Abilene.   During these two years, participants focused on Ministry,
Personhood, Spirituality, Hebrew Scripture, Christian Scripture, Church and
Sacraments.  The process concluded with a Reflection Day and celebration.
Presenters throughout the two years were Sister Hilda Marotta, OSF, and Sister
Adelina Garcia, OSF.                                                                                   

Participants in the Basic Formation Process were: 
Abilene, Dyess AFB:  Martha Chengson, Virginia Rodriguez; Abilene, Holy

Family:  Pajie Cuevas, Elvira Flores, S. Xavier Jujjavarapu, S. Raji Mendam, Julia
Trevino; Abilene, Sacred Heart:  S. Jyothi Gumpula, Nora Holzhauer; Abilene, St.
Francis: Marc Main, Jeri Main, Sophia Pena, Maria Serrano, Veronica Smith;
Abilene, St. Vincent:  Gilbert Delgado; San Angelo, St. Mary: Tereza Rico.

Advanced Formation will follow at St. Francis, Abilene beginning September 8,
2012.  For more information contact the Office of Education and Formation at
325-651-7500.

Wakefulness
Editor’s Note: Jeff Hensley is the editor of

the North Texas Catholic, newspaper of

the Diocese of Fort Worth.

By Jeff Hensley

This is not about gaming the future, but
de-gaming it.

It is about waking everyman and 
everywoman,

to reintroducing will and courage to
walk alone,

or with others of like mind,
into a future, where the herd instinct
created by mind-less following
of the interwoven paths of secular
humanism and technology are warped
and woofed into a seamless net that
entraps them forever.

And forever will seem even longer than
eternal for them.

This is about throwing off the bonds of
false freedom,
loosing the bonds of the prisoners,
unbinding those in chains forged by the
inactivity of their own mental processes
of observation, analysis, and independ-
ent action on behalf of the good.

This is about re-introducing the proper
use of discrimination

-- discrimination between good and evil
-- exaggerated individualism and per-
sonal autonomy
-- having no limits, vs. recognizing the
freedom that comes only with making
moral choices.

This is about waking humanity, both
within the church and without from its
waking somnambulism engendered 
by external direction
by public media
by secular thought patterns
by a generalized conspiracy of consen-
sus that God is either irrelevant or
undefined or makes no demands of us.

This is about a new wind of the Spirit
blowing on all lands
a new incarnation that demands 
our cooperation,
our prayer, 
our offering the fullness of ourselves
to the New Evangelization.

This is about Jesus Christ, Lord of the

nations the kingdom of compassion for
the poor, the exaltation of the

lowly,
the freedom that brings joy to all,
removing the stain of guilt
introduced by the original rebellion and
reintroduced by those who sought to
throw off the reign of God
in our lives and societies.

It’s about healing the sick, healing the
nations, serving the needs
of the lowliest and least, while not
neglecting either our own or all of us
represented by the forgotten concept of
seeking the common good

This is a mission worthy of our best;
worthy of calling forth our better selves
to the service of God and all men and
women and children — even of our fel-
low creatures and of creation itself

And it has been entrusted to us in
“interesting times”

No one else can do it, but we can all do
it

Every effort counts
-- in direct mission work
-- in helping the immigrant and the
stranger
-- in taming technology to serve rather
than enslave
-- in making laws and governing in a
way that respects human dignity and
freedom of conscience
-- in how we perform the highest and
the lowest tasks to the glory of the One,
the only One who gives our lives
meaning.

No work of art; 
no act of kindness; 
no glass of water offered in His name;
no work of excellence, 
no matter how small, 
from emptying of bedpans 
to construction of cathedrals 
is wasted or done in vain.

The privilege of this service of the Name
has been given us and we must not shirk
or turn aside or fail, whether our part
be large or small.

(Please See WAKEFULNESS/20)

(From 4)

“I pray that I may continue to help our
community come closer to Jesus through
the celebration of the Eucharist, and that we
may grow closer to him through the
Eucharist where we find our source and
strength for our community of hermits. I
pray that I might be worthy of such an
honor.”

Bishop Pfeifer reflected briefly on Hubbs’
calling to the priesthood.

“Upon your priesthood, Martin, Jesus is
asking you, ‘Do you love Me? And he is
telling you as he told Peter, ‘Feed my

lambs. Feed my sheep. Feed them as one of
my shepherds chosen by me.’

The answer to the question ‘Do you love
me?’, Pfeifer said, is at the heart of what it
means to be a priest.

“You have answered this question in
many powerful ways, Martin, not only in
word but more importantly in witness and
you have shown in an admirable way that
you are worthy to be one of his sheep.”

The ordination Mass was also attended by
the Very Rev. William Harry, O.Carm., of
the Carmelite Priory in Tucson, Ariz., and
Rev. Benedict O’Cinnsealaigh, STD. 

HUBBS
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(From 14)

So, it was hard to see that the week we
visited, the new owners had chopped
down the lilac bush. My children were
uniformly hurt when they heard about it.
But a neighbor told me there might be a
compelling reason for the destruction.
Anchorage had broken a snow record
with more than 135 inches last winter,
and the voles that normally scrounge
underneath the snow, nibbling on grass,
were forced to aim higher. They'd
wreaked havoc on bushes and large
plants.

That bush had grown along with my

marriage and my family, and now it was
gone, and I was gone from Alaska.

One thing I've become convinced of as
I've grown older is that the happiest peo-
ple are those who accept change easily
and optimistically. Perhaps the happiest
among those are the ones who trust in an
unchanging God, one who mysteriously
moves creatively with them through life's
changes.

I think of Moses, who had his own
experience with a burning bush. But he
didn't loiter there. He took its lesson and
its truth and moved on.

Maybe it was good for me to see my
bush chopped down, to take its memories
and its truth and move on. 

MEMORIES

(From 5)

Bridges was responsible for founding
but not opening St. Stephen’s after a rift
among local Catholics delayed the open-
ing until a new bishop of San Angelo
could be named in 1981. The parish has
evolved from a small parish on the west
side of Midland into a vibrant communi-
ty, mostly due to the guidance and lead-
ership shown by Msgr. Bridges. He also
founded and built St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton in Odessa and St. Thomas Church
in Miles many years ago.

"He's known as the great builder,"
Bishop Pfeifer told the Midland
Reporter-Telegram. "He's built churches,
but most of all, he's been a builder of
church in the hearts of people. That is not
made of rocks and concrete and bricks,
but that's made of God's love and God's
faith and God's hope."

Aside from all Bridges has done for the
Church proper, perhaps his most signifi-
cant contribution has been the founding
of Helping Hands of Midland. Bridges
bought the building that now houses the
charitable organization, wrote the first

check of $1,000 to help the organization
get off the ground. Last year, Helping
Hands distributed $1.7 million in medi-
cine, rent and utilities. His congregation
at St. Stephen’s donates and astounding
average of $40,000 a month for the poor
in Midland.

Bridges also supports pro-life efforts in
Midland and those attending his 50th
anniversary reception were asked to
make a donation to benefit efforts for the
unborn. Bridges told the crowd at his
reception the only way he would consid-
er a reception in his honor was if he
could raise money for those less fortu-
nate.

Gully spent many years in priestly
service to Our Lady of Lourdes in
Andrews, where he was awarded the
Citizen of the Year for his work for many
of the town’s organizations volunteer
projects.

Gully has been in Big Spring for five
years where he has helped oversee the
consolidation of four church communi-
ties into one, now known as Holy Trinity
Church.

In referring to his 50th celebration
being hosted on the day that culminates

the 50-day Easter season, Msgr. Gully
said, “I couldn’t have chosen a more fit-
ting feast day to have this celebration
than the Feast of the Pentecost. I have
traced the power of the Holy Spirit in my
life right here to this church, where I was
baptized,” Msgr. Gully said.

Msgr. Gully’s baptismal sponsors were
the maternal grandparents of Msgr. Larry
Droll, who was in attendance for the 50th
anniversary celebration.

Msgr. Gully also received the
Sacraments of first Holy Communion
and Confirmation at St. Joseph Church in
Rowena.

“The words of today’s Gospel are most
fitting for Msgr. Gully’s 50th celebration:

In today’s Gospel, Jesus said Peace be
with you. Receive the Holy Spirit.’ This
good priest, Monsignor Bernard Gully,
has received the Holy Spirit in his priest-
hood,” Bishop Pfeifer said. “We are so
proud of you. We honor you for all the
service you have given to the people
through God, the Holy Spirit.”

Msgr Gully and Msgr. Bridges have
been lifelong friends and peers. In the
diocesan 50th anniversary book, pub-
lished last year, Gully said, “Msgr.
Bridges and I were both ordained in May
of 1962. I was ordained on May 29, and
he was ordained on May 26, three days
earlier. And he still reminds me of it two
or three times a week.”

PATTERSON
(From 3)

Msgr. Bernard Gully, of Holy Trinity in
Big Spring -- celebrating 50 years. Both
servants dealt humbly with having their
celebrations being held on a holiday
weekend and both made similar remarks
about having to celebrate alone because
of everyone possibly being out of town.

“I was hoping you would be here,”
Msgr. Gully told the nearly full Church
at Rowena, where he was raised and
formed in the faith as a boy in the 1950s. 

“I wouldn’t have wanted to do this in
front of just four people,” Bridges told a
ballroom full of parishioners, friends and
supporters on May 26.

And then there is the story of Martin
Mary Hubbs, a humble, quiet, modest
servant of God in the Carmelite tradition.
Father Martin has been in residence at
the Carmelite hermitage near Christoval
and has been preparing for the priesthood
for several years. His role as a servant of
God will change little even as a priest.
Certainly most profound will be his abili-
ty to distribute the sacraments, but his
community is a small one. Only a hand-

ful of men live the cloistered life and so
Father Hubbs’ sacramental responsibili-
ties will impact few. Yet Hubbs felt it
was something he was called to do as
God’s child. His striving for and achiev-
ing of this service is indeed humbling
and a beautiful example of God’s grace
on us.

I have in one capacity or another been
a member of the secular media for 30
years. Sometimes our conduct is shame-
ful and embarrassing. Fortunately in
West Texas we are blessed with news
agencies that are responsible and largely
shirk the sensationalism inherent with
big brother network TV news and news-
papers.

While some stories are series and must
be covered, there is much good out there
-- out here -- that deserves to be shared
with a larger audience. Stories that con-
vey that we all still a good people; a
God-fearing lot that wants to do good --
simply because it is the way we were
meant to be by our maker.

Read Catholic media. Support Catholic
media. It is here to tell the stories the
others won’t. 

50

WAKEFULNESS
(From 19)

Jesus our Lord is light of the world and
redeemer of the nations or he is a
vaporous fraud.

If he is the first and not the second,
he is deserving of nothing less
than our best.

The is the new awakening
this is the first morning of a new era
this is the dawning of the day
this is the flowering
of the Kingdom of God on earth

Come join the collaboration that will
overcome the Kingdom of this world,
not with bullets and bombs,

but with kindness, and truth, and love

This is your call, come on; throw in your
lot with the good guys;
proclaim the Good News of the
Resurrection

Jesus has overcome the kingdoms of this
world

and the powers of darkness.

We must proclaim and live, what has
already been accomplished
but not yet come to fruition.

Now is the time, Now is the moment
Now has love come
to rule the hearts and minds
of all who will follow him.
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Spanish programming
Las estaciones de radio en las tres

deaneries de la diócesis de nuevo están
transmitiendo programas regulares en
español cada fin de semana por las
mañanas. Las siguientes son las estaciones
y el horario donde usted puede escuchar
EWTN y otros esfuerzos de programaciones
católicos en español en Abilene, Midland-
Odessa y San Ángelo:

Abilene – KKHR (106.3 FM) está trans-
mitiendo La Hora Católica de EWTN en
español los domingos a las 10 a.m.

Midland-Odessa – Padre Gilberto
Rodríguez, el Vicario Parroquial de la parro-
quia San Esteban (St. Stephen’s Church)
de Midland, presenta el programa los sába-
dos desde las 5-10 a.m. en KQLM (108 FM)
con entrevista cada sábado con el Obispo
Miguel Pfeifer, OMI a las 8:45 a.m..
Además, La Hora Católica de EWTN se
puede escuchar los domingos a las 7 a.m.

San Ángelo – KSJT en San Ángelo está
transmitiendo la Hora Católica de EWTN los
domingos a las 7 a.m.

EWTN Spanish programming
Radio stations in all three of the deaneries

of the diocese are again running regular
weekly programming on weekend mornings.
The following is the stations and times
where tou can hear EWTN and other
Spanish-programming efforts in Abilene,
Midland-Odessa and San Angelo:

ABILENE -- KKHR (106.3 FM) is airing
EWTN’s Catholic Hour in Spanish, Sundays
at 10 am.

MIDLAND-ODESSA -- Fr. Gilbert
Rodriguez, parochial vicar at St. Stephen’s
Church in Midland,hosts a Saturday program
from 5-10 a.m. on KQLM (108 FM).
Additionally, EWTN Catholic programming
can be heard Sundays at 7 a.m.

SAN ANGELO — KSJT in San Angelo is
airing EWTN’s Catholic Hour Sundays at 7
a.m.

(From 1)

Independence Day, this special period of
prayer, study, catechesis, and public action
would emphasize both our Christian and
American heritage of liberty.

For more information one can go to the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
(USCCB) website and bring up the docu-
ment, “Our First, Most Cherished Liberty,”
outlining the bishops’ concern for freedom
as we deal with the insurance mandate of
the Health and Human Services Department
of our country. I am publishing here a
prayer in English and Spanish (at left) that I
would ask to be prayed at the end of each
mass during these fourteen (14) days of
prayer. Several weeks ago you received
these prayers, and you can make copies of
these prayers for our people. Thank you for
your cooperation. God’s peace.

FREEDOMA Prayer for Religious Liberty

O senor, creador nuestro

HALL

O GOD OUR CREATOR
from your provident hand we have received
our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
You have called us as your people and given us
the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God,
and your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit,
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world,
bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel
to every corner of society.

We ask you to bless us
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty.
Give us the strength of mind and heart
to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened;
give us courage in making our voices heard
on behalf of the rights of your Church

and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.

Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father,
a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters
gathered in your Church
in this decisive hour in the history of our nation,
so that, with every trial withstood
and every danger overcome—
for the sake of our children, our grandchildren,
and all who come after us—
this great land will always be “one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

O senor, creador nuestro
De tu mano bondadosa hemos recibido
el derecho a la vida, a la libertad y a la
búsqueda de la felicidad.
Nos has hecho tu pueblo y nos has dado
el derecho y el deber de venerarte a ti,
único Dios verdadero, y a tu Hijo, Jesucristo.
Por el poder y la obra del Espíritu Santo,
nos llamas a vivir nuestra fe en el mundo
llevando la luz y la palabra salvadora del Evangelio 
a todos los confines de la sociedad.

Te pedimos nos bendigas mientras cuidamos
del don de la libertad religiosa.
Danos fortaleza de mente y corazón para
estar siempre dispuestos a defender
nuestras libertades cuando son amenazadas.
Danos valentía para que se escuchen nuestras voces

en defensa de los derechos de tu Iglesia,
y de la libertad de conciencia de todas las gentes de fe.

Te pedimos, O Padre celestial, que
en esta hora decisiva de la historia de nuestra nación,
y reunidos en tu Iglesia,
des a todos tus hijos e hijas una voz clara y unida
para que con cada prueba que encaremos,
y cada peligro que superemos,
--por el bien de nuestros hijos, de nuestros nietos,
y de todos los que vengan después de nosotros—
este gran país sea siempre “una nación, bajo Dios,
indivisible, con libertad y justicia para todos”.

Te lo pedimos por Jesucristo, Nuestro Señor.

Amén.

(From 4)

was discovered the miners had become
trapped. Within a few hours, the Chilean
government had requested help from Hall
and his company in the rescue operations.

Drilling down to the miners -- for
which Hall was on site for the last 300
meters — was difficult. The last bit of
drilling took almost nine days to com-
plete before rescuers finally broke
through.

“It was one of the deepest, hardest jobs
I ever attempted,” Hall said. “I firmly
know that it was divine providence that
made it possible. God drilled the hole, I
just had a good seat. It was the combina-
tion of a lot of highly professional peo-
ple, extremely motivated and dedicated,
but it was a lot of prayer as well.”

When the rescue operations started,
Hall said, they began with the bishop of
Santiago and a local priest sprinkling

holy water on the drilling tools. By the
time the miners had received the holy
items from Pope Benedict, they began
having daily celebrations in the absence
of a priest and had set up a worship space
and an altar at the bottom of the mine
where they all lived for over a month.

Hall, who has had one reunion visit
with the miners since the rescue, said one
miner, who had been civilly married to a
woman for years and had never consid-
ered it important to be married in the
Church made it known that receiving the
Sacrament of marriage was going to be
the first thing he would do after his res-
cue.

“They are very grateful,” Hall said of
the rescued miners and their families.

Hall’s presentation for Centers is enti-
tled, “What Would You Do If That Was
Your Brother?” 

“Pragmatically I should have stayed
away from that rescue operation,” he

said. “The chances that we were going to
fail were astronomical, and it was even
possible that we were going to end up
killing the miners in our efforts. I had the
great favor of interacting with their fami-
lies, that cleared my heart and I felt close
to the people. And I asked myself, what if
it was my son or brother down there?
How much was I willing to risk or not to
risk? It was in my heart, if it was my
brother, I’d move mountains to save him
and we have to realize that everyone is
our brother and sister and to save them is
the only thing to do. We are called by our
baptismal promise to go out and help our
brothers and sisters.”

Centers for Children and Families pro-
vides help through counseling, post-adop-
tion support, parenting classes and many
other programs.

For ticket information or table spon-
sorship, call 432.570.1084.
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(From 17)

there are certainly others) where, for the good of every-
one involved, separation is advisable.

When the rift is irreparable, divorce is often a neces-
sary consequence so that legal obligations -- such as
alimony, child custody or child support -- can be clari-
fied and assigned. (Sometimes this sad result happens

even though the marriage partners have done everything
reasonably possible to make the marriage work.)

Divorce itself, without remarriage, does nothing to
disqualify a Catholic from the sacraments.

The best advice in any situation like this is for the peo-
ple involved to seek the guidance of a sympathetic
priest so that they can assess fairly their own personal

responsibility for the marital breakup, seek the grace of
confession, if necessary, and be assured that they contin-
ue to be welcome in the church and are eligible to par-
ticipate fully.
---

Questions to Father Doyle may be sent to him at ask-
fatherdoyle@gmail.com or 40 Hopewell St., Albany, NY
12208. 

(From 6)

more than twenty-two years Sor Maria
was a confidant of the king, and there are
over 600 letters between them that 
document the spiritual, or sometimes
political advices, that Sor Maria gave
King Philip.  

Of what particular interest would the
Venerable Sor Maria de Jesus, the
renowned Abbess.  be to us in this part of
the world, particularly in San Angelo,
where she  mysteriously appeared hun-
dreds of time without ever physically
leaving Agreda several  thousand miles
away during her lifetime?                   

The story of Sor Maria’s legendary
appearances in the New World between
1620 and 1631 is intriguing and perplex-
ing. And for non-believers it is incredi-

ble, if not entirely impossible. But there
are reasons, and corresponding circum-
stances, for her to be bestowed by 
God such a mystical phenomenon – the
supernatural  power of bilocation.  Sor
Maria was engaged in contemplative
praying after her parents set aside a pri-
vate oratory for her following the advice 
of Bishop Don Diego de Yepes (St.
Theresa’s biographer and confessor) who
was impressed by her spiritual acumen.
It was during these periods of praying in
ecstasy, she told her confessors, that she
experienced being in another land and
meeting people she dreamed of visiting
and evangelizing.

It was Sor Maria’s dream as a child
and her missionary zeal to travel to the
New World, known today as Texas, New
Mexico and Arizona. During her many

bilocations to West Texas she encoun-
tered Jumano Native Indians to whom
she preached and who were later convert-
ed to Christianity. And while the nuns in
the monastery testified that Sor Maria
never left  Agreda the Jumanos could
describe her in detail,  and  referred to
her as the Lady in Blue. 

In the July 2009 issue of The Angelus
Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer writes:
“While we may never be able to fully
understand or explain the story of the
Lady In Blue and her connection with
Sor Maria, we do know that God used an
extraordinary means of bringing the
Gospel message of Christ to this part of
West Texas and laid the foundation for
the beginning of Christianity and a new
civilization.”

Three years ago Bishop Pfeifer pro-

claimed June 20 as the Lady in Blue Day
for the city of San Angelo and for the
entire Catholic Diocese consisting of 26
counties in West Texas, a befitting tribute
to the Venerable Sor Maria de Jesus de
Agreda.

(Footnote: Did you know that, accord-
ing to the Jumanos, as a sign of her final
appearance the Lady in Blue left a mead-
ow of beautiful blue flowers? It is now
the state flower of Texas – the bluebon-
net.)

---
Dr. Lorenzo V. Penafiel is a retired

Angelo State University professor of
accounting.  He is currently a member of
the finance councils of both the Sacred
Heart  Cathedral and the Diocese of San
Angelo.

AGREDA

SUIT
(From 16)

institutions and approximately 10,000
employees in the state, also is a plaintiff.

"We need to go to the court and say we
are a church institution, we are a
provider of health care and, according to
the U.S. Constitution, the laws must pro-
tect our religious freedom," said Detroit
Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron. "We have
a very particular case to make."

Catholic universities joining in the law-
suits included the University of Notre
Dame, The Catholic University of
America and Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio, as well as the
University of St. Francis in Indiana.

Holy Cross Father John I. Jenkins, pres-
ident of Notre Dame, said the decision to
file the lawsuit "came after much delibera-
tion, discussion and efforts to find a solu-
tion acceptable to the various parties."

"This filing is about the freedom of a
religious organization to live its mission,
and its significance goes well beyond
any debate about contraceptives," he
said. "For if we concede that the govern-
ment can decide which religious organi-

zations are sufficiently religious to be
awarded the freedom to follow the prin-
ciples that define their mission, then we
have begun to walk down a path that ulti-
mately leads to the undermining of those
institutions."

Others filing suit include a Catholic
cemeteries association, an agency that
serves the deaf, health care and social-
services organizations, and Catholic ele-
mentary and secondary schools.

Our Sunday Visitor, a national Catholic
newspaper based in Huntington, Ind., said
in an editorial that it "stands proudly with
our fellow Catholic apostolates and with
our bishops in resisting this challenge."

The newspaper asked readers "to stand
with us -- in charity, praying first and 
foremost for conversions of heart; in 

civility, arguing the facts of this case
without recourse to bitter partisanship or
political rhetoric; and in solidarity, know-
ing that whatever sacrifices we bear and
whatever challenges we endure, we are
only doing what is our responsibility as
American citizens practicing our faith in
the public square."

Each of the lawsuits uses similar word-
ing to make its case and each asks for a
jury trial.

Noting that the Founding Fathers
agreed "that the mixture of government
and religion is destructive to both institu-
tions and divisive to the social fabric
upon which the country depends," the
lawsuits contend that the U.S.
Constitution and federal law "stand as
bulwarks against oppressive government

actions even if supported by a majority
of citizens."

"Despite repeated requests from church
leaders, the government has insisted that
it will not change the core principle of
the U.S. government mandate -- that
plaintiffs must subsidize and/or facilitate
providing their employees free access to
drugs and services that are contrary to
plaintiffs' religious beliefs," the suits
state. "If the government can force reli-
gious institutions to violate their beliefs
in such a manner, there is no apparent
limit to the government's power."

The suits were filed by Jones Day, an
international law firm with more than
2,400 attorneys on five continents.

Jones Day said in a statement that the
firm "looks forward to presenting its
clients' cases in court."

The contraceptive mandate "unconstitu-
tionally authorizes the federal government
to determine which organizations are suffi-
ciently 'religious' to warrant an exemption
from the requirement," the statement says.
"This regulation is in violation of the reli-
gious liberties guaranteed by the First
Amendment, the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act and other federal laws." 

‘D
espite repeated requests from church lead-
ers, the government has insisted that it will
not change the core principle of the U.S.

government mandate.”
-- Wording in lawsuit against federal government



(From 6)

the Charter requirements, dioceses/
eparchies are increasingly replying on the
public school systems to train and edu-
cate the children who are enrolled in reli-
gious education programs. In accordance
with the 2006 decision, bishops/eparchs
must sign letters promulgating each pub-
lic school program within the diocese/
eparchy and state that each program is in
accordance with Catholic moral princi-
ples.
Parish Accountability

To continue to drive parish accountabil-
ity, parish audits should be performed by
diocesan/eparchial personnel on a regular
basis and become a required component
of the on-site Charter audit process.
Suitability Letters

Suitability Letters or Letters of Good
Standing are a vital part of the process to
validate a visiting or transferring priest
into the diocese/eparchy. It is the respon-

sibility of the diocese/eparchy to ensure
that the records and policies governing
this area are being maintained to achieve
compliance. Responsibilities of both the
dioceses/eparchies and their parishes
should be clearly defined.
Complacency

The audits in 2011 revealed a growing
complacency in areas of frequency of
diocesan review board meetings, safe
environment training programs, and
revising related policies and procedures.
Training programs and policies need con-
stant refreshing to meet the demands of
an ever-changing society.
Record Keeping

A tremendous disconnect exists among
parishes within most dioceses/eparchies
as to how they account for their employ-
ees and volunteers. This also bodes true
among dioceses/eparchies. While some
have implemented advanced database
systems, others are still using manual
paper files, which can hinder diocesan
oversight. A concerted effort should be

made by dioceses to identify strong pro
grams currently being used by some of
their parishes and standardize them
throughout.
Religious Orders

A significant amount of the allegations
involve priests from various religious
orders who are granted permission to
minister in the dioceses. Many dioceses
accept safe environment training provided
by the orders for these priests. To meet
the requirements of diocesan policy,
diocesan safe environment training
should be provided to these priests upon
their arrival, or the orders themselves
should be subject to audit.
Monitoring of “Chartered” Priests

During the audits, numerous dioceses
communicated their current challenges in
being able to monitor priests who have
been “chartered” – are on safety plans or
are living a life of prayer and penance.
The facilities and resources needed for
these programs are beyond the capabili-
ties of most dioceses. This issue needs to
be addressed by the bishops. 

In conclusion, the Bishops renew their

pledge in accord with the Charter, to
reach out to victims/survivors and their
families and demonstrate a sincere com-
mitment to their spiritual and emotional
well-being. The first obligation of the
Church with regard to the victims is for
healing and reconciliation. Each
diocese/eparchy is to continue its out-
reach to every person who has been the
victim of sexual abuse as a minor by any-
one in church service.

The bishops wish to reaffirm once again
that the vast majority of priests and dea-
cons serve their people faithfully and that
they have the esteem and affection of their
people. The bishops pledge most solemnly
to one another and to you, God’s people,
that we will work to our utmost for the
protection of children and youth.

[Information taken from the 2011
Annual Report – Findings and
Recommendations, April 2012, Report on
the Implementation of the Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People,
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, DC  printed with
permission. ]BISHOP

CHARTER

OSBORNE
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(From 7)

lovely tributes. I could have written to say,
for example, that the Ursulines who taught
with me at my first teaching assignment
led me back to the church I had doubted
during college. I could have listed many
sisters who aided my faith life, including
the elderly Servite sister who's willing to
be my spiritual director now.

So what happened with Father Martin's
Twitter project? "If you're thinking, 'This
is the web. I'll bet things get ugly,' you're
right," Father Martin later wrote. His
project went viral; then, vindictive, cruel,
mean-spirited comments took over.

People turned what had been an occasion
for individual tributes into harassment. In
the forum of Twitter, not constructed for
debate or discussion, people spewed vile
comments not worthy of Americans and
certainly not worthy of American
Catholics.

What's wrong with us, folks? Is it
Internet anonymity that has turned our
discussions into something so hateful?

I suggest we all take a deep breath.
Then let's return to the Gospel, where
Jesus told us to love. After that, let's find
a hurt to heal, some feet to wash, some
hungry to feed and leave our anger
behind.

CALDAROLA(From 2)

bration. In modern times the image of
the Sacred Heart in the home is a sign
that the love of Jesus rules over the fami-
ly.

Back in 1899, Pope Leo XIII consecrat-
ed the world to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and approved the use of the Litany of the
Sacred Heart. As we celebrate this feast
honoring the most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
it is a time for all of us to renew our
devotion of the most Sacred Heart of
Jesus by first asking forgiveness for the
times we offended the Sacred Heart by
our sins, by thanking our God for the
immense love that is shown to us in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, and by asking the
Sacred Heart to teach us how to share
God’s love with others. 

The Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
calls us to fix our eyes on Jesus’ immense
love—his love for God, the Father and,
even more miraculously, his love for us.
This feast is the time for us to focus our
gaze upon the cross where Jesus’ heart
was pierced and died for us. As we reflect
on this, we remember the many ways that
Jesus taught love and healed people when
he walked this earth. He did all of this to
show God’s immense love for us, and to
teach us how we are to love one another. 

Even today, Jesus’ love burns for us
with great passion. He continues to reach
out to us in our loneliness and helpless-
ness. He heals our wounds, and invites us
to reach out to those who need healing
and to care for all those who have been
wounded in any way. 

(From 15)

In fact, one of the characters complains
after a knockdown, drag-out fight between
teammates that "we're not a team, we're a
time bomb."

Of course, the superheroes eventually
overcome their differences, defeating the
villainous Loki and saving the Earth. They
make it look easy.

So, how can you do the same with your
slightly malfunctioning English group project?

Try team building. Feel like a team. Even

if you're not friends, you can go a long way
to land an A. Get to know the other mem-
bers of your group by chatting over coffee
or doing team-oriented activities.

Also, strive for good communication.
Make sure that everyone feels like they can
talk to one another at all times. Agree to be
honest with one another. Lying to your
team members about your progress, play-
ing power games and keeping negative
feelings inside are not good for teams.

Have goals and roles. Having a clearly
defined goal, and a clearly defined role for

each teammate, can do wonders in facilitat-
ing a project. This way, everyone will be
working for a common goal, and each
member will know exactly what to do to
get there.

Also, identify and use your strengths.
Early on in the brainstorming process, find
out who's good at the various aspects of the
project. Let the speaker speak, the writer
write, the scientist crunch the numbers and
the class clown make sure the presentation
is entertaining. Teams function better when
everyone's happy and confident about their

assigned tasks.
Do the work you agreed to do. Don't

shirk your responsibilities to the team and
you'll have done something together that
you could have never done alone. After the
presentation, sit back, soak up the good
feeling and watch the good grades roll in.

Teamwork isn't always easy, but if you
do it right, it stops being stressful and
becomes a fun, memorable experience for
everyone. And who knows, like the
avengers, every lonely hero might end up
with a group of friends for life. 
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Dioce-Scenes

(From 13)

he is fulfilling what the Lord has
called him to do from before the
foundations of the world. 

I was born 34 years ago in my
hometown in Nigeria where I
began my seminary formation
after I discerned a vocation for
the priesthood at an early age. I
was blessed to be born into a
Catholic Faith. My parents were
devoted Catholics and so I grew
up embracing Catholicity and
have come to love and appreciate
the Catholic Faith. I and the rest
of my seven siblings were all
baptized as infants. At age eight I
had my First Holy communion.
Four years later I was
‘Confirmed.’ My Confirmation
just like my First Communion
were both awesome moments in
my life I would never forget. 

A year after my First
Communion I joined the “Altar
Boys” association (Mass Servers)

in my local Church then. It was
during the few years of my serv-
ing at Mass that I began to nurse
the idea of becoming a priest.
Gradually the passion continued
to grow day by day and this was
the reason why I entered the
Seminary at last. When I dis-
closed to my parents that I had
the desire to enter the seminary
and that I wanted to become a
priest, they weren’t surprised
because I was so committed to
my ‘Mass Serving’ thing. At that
time it was a great privilege and
honor to belong to such a presti-
gious group known as the “Altar
Boys.” It was a turning moment
in my life to see myself serve the
priest at Mass: helped get things
ready for the Liturgy, assist the
priest when vesting, lighting can-
dles, carrying/holding the book
of prayer for the priest during
Mass, ringing the bell during
consecration and taking part in
the rest of the liturgy was simply

amazing; a great boost to my
spiritual growth and it was great
fun as I was happy doing it. My
friends and peers all respected
my new status and begin to treat
me differently with some form of
respect without minding my little
innocent appearance. I suddenly
discovered I have a great passion
for the priesthood. So throughout
these years of my formation in
Nigeria and here in the United
States I have continued to pray,
waiting for the will of God to be
done in my life. I am well aware
that the life of a priest entails that
of humility and total submission
to the service of God and human-
ity. I’ve always been spiritually
mobilized for this service, and as
a diocesan missionary priest-in-
the-making, the challenge of
evangelizing in a land other than
mine; far away from home, after
having successfully transferred
since 2008 to study and eventual-
ly be ordained for the Diocese of

San Angelo, is one I have been
delighted to face. I have come to
understand during my ongoing
years of training and formation in
the seminary that being a priest is
not so much what you do but
who you are –a servant of Christ
and His church, a pastor of souls,
a sign and instrument of holiness
and salvation to all around you, a
witness to what you preach, a liv-
ing Bible, a living tool to Jesus
Christ who lends his hands to be
Christ’s hands, his voice to be
Christ’s voice, his thoughts  to be
Christ’s thought. 

Finally, I am not aspiring to be
anything or anybody special, but
just that singular person the Lord
wants me to be and to do just
what He wants and that which
pleases Him; perhaps a good dea-
con now, and eventually a good
priest of San Angelo, in service
to God and for humanity at large.

— Deacon Innocent Eziefule

INNOCENT

ROWENA. Above left, nine graduating seniors were honored at Mass at St. Joseph's, Rowena, on Sunday, May 20. They served as ushers,
Eucharistic Ministers, gift bearers and readers for the celebration. Each senior was presented a Bible and Rosary.  Father Ariel Lagunilla led the con-
gregation in a prayer as they extended their hands asking God's blessing on the young people.  Pictured with Father Ariel is, left to right, Abbey
Multer, Jordan Kalina and Paige Zentner. Back row, Eric Villarreal, Joseph Pospichal, Jesse Daniels, Jose Gallegos, Christopher Fuentes and Estaban
Gallegos. At right, the parish family of St. Joseph's celebrated Mother's Day with May Crowning. Children of the parish and CCD students processed
into church to place flowers at the statue of the Blessed Mother on which Abbey Multer placed a crown of flowers. Following Mass, mothers were
given a special blessing by Father Ariel, and sprinkled with holy water.  First Communicants then presented a flower to each mother in attendance. 

ODESSA
All American Chevrolet reached out to the San Angelo ACTS Mission with the grandest

of service. Thanks to Ernest Garcia, retreatants attending the Women’s ACTS retreat

March 29-April 1 received the red carpet treatment. A stream of brand new Tahoes pulled

up to St. Joseph’s Church at Send Off to escort 32 women to the Christ the King Retreat

Center. A crew of All American Chevrolet employees greeted each lady with a smile and

an outstretched hand. The ladies felt like angels being lifted on high as they began their

spiritual retreat deepening their walk with Christ.

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s var-

ied grace. (1 Peter 4:10).” Thank you All American Chevrolet for reaching out in service to

our San Angelo ACTS community. Submitted by: Kathy Hammons, ACTS Retreat Support

Coordinator, ACTS Core.
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