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Tony Frasco, Chris Martin, and Joe Matthiesen, hosts of the Rome Boys podcast, stand in front of the billboard the trio recently acquired on a busy San Angelo highway.

Rome Boys take their message to the street
By Brian Bodiford 
West Texas Angelus 

 
SAN ANGELO — Two years after 

starting the Rome Boys podcast, Tony 
Frasco, Chris Martin, and Joe Matthiesen 
have expanded their message from the 
high-tech world of the internet to a more 
down-to-earth medium. The Rome Boys, a 
local nonprofit apostolate operating in the 
Diocese of San Angelo, recently purchased 
a year’s worth of advertising on a billboard 
at 4841 N. Bryant Blvd., which is also U.S. 
Highway 87.  

Depicting an image of Christ and the 
message, “Jesus, I trust in you,” it is ex-
pected that the billboard will be seen 
around 4 million times in the year. 

Tony Frasco, one of the Rome Boys, 
has previously been involved in billboard 
fundraising efforts with Pro-Life Across 
America, which led to the decision to pur-
sue a similar effort here. 

One of the first obstacles faced by the 
group was deciding where to place their 
message. They learned that the N. Bryant 
location “was the biggest billboard option 
they offered with illumination,” Frasco 
said, “and you can see the billboard for 
nearly 20 seconds without distractions on 
the way as you drive … into San Angelo. It 
is a great way to greet people!” 

Another challenge, of course, was 
funding the endeavor. The Rome Boys 
brought the idea to local parishioners, their 
patrons on the service Patreon, and their 

followers on social media (you can find the 
Rome Boys on Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, LinkedIn, MeWe, and Gab). They 
also had a parish mission regarding the 
project. Ultimately, through the strength of 
the Rome Boys community and a dash of 
good timing, the group was able to pur-
chase the billboard space and get a great 
deal from the billboard company. “Jesus 
truly wanted this project to happen,” said 
Frasco. 

For the message, the Rome Boys 
looked to the current needs of the world. 
“Having the image of Jesus and the words 
‘Jesus I trust in you’ seems like the perfect 
thing right now in the midst of COVID, 
economic problems, the rise of secularism, 
the rise in depression and suicides,” and a 

general decline in church attendance, 
Frasco summarized. “The world needs 
Jesus now more than ever.” 

The group hopes to expand their bill-
board project, with sights on other nearby 
areas. “Our hope is to hit all the major 
areas of the San Angelo diocese with bill-
boards,” Frasco said, noting that fundrais-
ing in ongoing. “Midland is our next 
hopeful spot,” he said, “but the billboards 
are much more expensive. We would like 
to put one up in Abilene and other loca-
tions if the Lord is willing and people want 
to help.” 

One further idea is to erect a dedicated, 
permanent billboard somewhere in the  

 
See ROME BOYS, Page 7 
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When I was a young priest, one of my early assign-
ments was to serve at St. Mary's Cathedral in downtown 
Austin. Since it was located in a part of the city where 
many homeless people hung around, we often received 
visits from homeless people in our church. One of those 
was Phil. He left a deep impression on many of us. 

Phil showed up one day out of the blue and decided to 
settle in at the cathedral. He had no luggage — just a big 
black plastic garbage bag that held all his possessions. He 
stashed the bag under our wheelchair ramp where nobody 
could see it. 

Phil would sit in a pew near the back of the church all 
day long, praying silently. Sometimes he would doze off 
while sitting there, then he would wake up and continue 
praying. Since he did not shower very often, he smelled 
strongly of body odor. 

One day, a group of the older, well-established 
women of the parish came into the cathedral, and they 
saw Phil sitting there. He wasn’t making any noise or get-
ting in anyone’s way, but his odor made it hard to miss 
him. One of the ladies went up to Phil with a self-ap-
pointed, authoritative air and said, "Excuse me, sir, but 
you can't just sit in here all day." 

Phil calmly replied to her, "Ma'am, this is a church, 
and the church is a hospital for sinners.  I am a sinner, so 
this is exactly where I need to be." He continued to sit 
there and pray, and the women eventually left him alone 
and went on about their business. 

Phil's impromptu description of the church is a pro-
found one: "The church is a hospital for sinners." We 
would all do well to remember the lesson Phil taught us 
that day about the church. It is not a museum for saints. It 
is a hospital for sinners, and the divine physician is Jesus. 

We at St. Mary’s Cathedral sometimes wondered if 
Phil might have been an ordained priest, since he was 
such a man of wisdom and prayer, and he was so close to 
the sacraments. 

One time he told me that he had a gift that he wanted 
to give me. It was something he had been carrying around 
with him for many years in his big black plastic traveling 
bag. It was a small purple and white priest's stole – the 
kind a priest uses for hearing confessions and anointing 

the sick. It smelled like mothballs. I pondered how he 
would have such a thing among his possessions. Although 
I have since given that stole to someone else, I will never 
let go of my memories of our visitor Phil. 

One day, Phil disappeared, just as suddenly as he had 
appeared. He never said goodbye.  He just moved on. 
Then, about a year later, one of our parishioners noticed a 
short story in Catholic Digest about a "visiting angel." 
The article was about a homeless man named Phil who 
had been present for a while at another Catholic parish 
somewhere in Arizona, and who had left a deep impres-
sion of sanctity on some of the people there. The writer 
speculated that Phil might have been a visiting angel sent 
by God. We all wondered if that short story might have 
been about our same Phil. 

Someday, perhaps in the next life, I hope to find out 
the true identity of Phil. Maybe he was a priest. Maybe an 
angel. In the Bible, Hebrews 13:2 says, “Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have en-
tertained angels unawares.” 

Many people come and go in our lives. Some of them 
are unforgettable. Some of them go completely unnoticed, 
like just another fence post along a West Texas highway. 
But our Christian faith teaches us that every human being 
is created in the image and likeness of God. Therefore, 
every person has something to reveal to us about God — 
if we will only stop and pay attention. 

At the end of human history, Jesus Christ will return 
in his glory, and he will sit on his throne. He will separate 
all human beings who have ever lived, like a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. Those at his right hand 

he will welcome into the eternal joy of heaven, saying, “I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited 
me, I was in prison and you came to me … as you did to 
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” 
(Mt 25:35-40). 

Those at his left hand he will send to the eternal fire 
of hell, saying, “I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me … 
as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not 
to me” (Mt 25:42-45). 

May God help us to notice the many ways he comes 
to visit us through other human beings. May he give us 
eyes that are open to see, and ears that are open to hear, 
and hearts that are courageous enough to respond to the 
needs of those around us.

From the Bishop’s Desk

Visitor sent by God
Bishop  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of   
San Angelo

Shelter the  
homeless

The Prayer Square

O Lord, to whom no one is a stranger 
and from whose help no one is ever distant, 
look with compassion on those  
without a place to live; 
restore them, we pray, to a home of their own, 
and give us a kind heart  
to help the homeless in their need. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
This prayer was included in a document on “Celebrating 
the Year of Mercy,” found at catholiccharitiesusa.org.

Fight when treated 

unfairly, pope  

tells religious,  

consecrated women
By Junno Arocho Esteves  
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis 
encouraged religious sisters and consecrated 
women to continue to show courage amid 
difficulties, even if it means pushing back 
against the church they serve faithfully. 

"I invite them to fight when, in some 
cases, they are treated unfairly, even within 
the church; when they serve so much that 
they are reduced to servitude, at times, by 
men of the church," the pope said. 

In a video message released by the Pope's 
Worldwide Prayer Network Feb. 1, the pope 
offered his prayer intention for the month of 
February, which he dedicated to religious and 
consecrated women. At the start of each 
month, the network posts a short video of the 
pope offering his specific prayer intention. 

"Let us pray for religious sisters and con-
secrated women, thanking them for their mis-
sion and their courage; may they continue to 
find new responses to the challenges of our 
times," he said. 

In his video message, the pope said that 
without the presence of religious and con-
secrated women, the church "cannot be un-
derstood," and he called on them "to discern 
and choose what is best for their mission in 
the face of the world's challenges that we're 
experiencing." 

"I exhort them to keep working and to 
have an impact with the poor, with the mar-
ginalized, with all those who are enslaved by 
traffickers; I especially ask them to make an 
impact on this," he said. 

Pope Francis prayed that religious and 
consecrated women would continue "to show 
the beauty of God's love and compassion" 
not only through their work, "but above all 
through your witness of consecration." 

"Thank you for what you are, for what 
you do, and for how you do it," the pope 
said. 

- - - 
Follow Arocho on Twitter: @arochoju

Cardinal urges gathering's participants to 

'work for greater justice'
By Mark Pattison  
Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — "Time is 
never meant to be useless," said Cardinal 
Wilton D. Gregory of Washington in his 
homily at the opening Mass this year's 
Catholic Social Ministry Gathering, and 
he advised the gathering's 800-plus reg-
istrants to "work for greater justice in our 
world." 

"God has intended that we, his crea-
tures, encounter time according to his de-
sign. The passage of time always follows 
God's wisdom and God's providence," 
Cardinal Gregory said Jan. 29, the first 
day of the four-day gathering ending Feb. 
1. "Time itself can be grace. It can be or-
dinary, or it can be existing. It can be 
fleeting, or it can be prolonged. However, 
time is never meant to be useless." 

Therefore, he said, "we must exit this 
Mass with the assignment to renew the 
church in our own time. We leave this 
moment in time with a burning desire to 
work for greater justice in our world." 

The tasks that remain are many, he 
acknowledged. 

"Continue to work to end racism and 
bigotry in our own time," Cardinal Greg-
ory said. "Seek to end the destruction of 
human life at all stages," and "work to 
lessen the poverty that stifles the lives of 
too many young people." 

Also, we must "improve the lives of 
immigrants who seek to improve the 
lives of their children," he continued, and 
be "more courageous and more resource-
ful for the innocent unborn" and "for the 
protection of the fragile sick among us," 
and act "for the dignity of the immigrant 
and the easing of the burden for the im-
poverished, for the achievement of the 
changes found in (the Old Testament pro-
phet) Isaiah and perfected in Christ 
Jesus." 

The Mass was celebrated at St. 
Teresa of Avila Church in Washington, 
and was concelebrated by Cardinal Greg-
ory, St. Teresa pastor Msgr. Raymond 

East, who has spent 30 years as a Catho-
lic Social Ministry Gathering animator 
and master of ceremonies, and Msgr. Mi-
chael J.K. Fuller, general secretary of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

But, as was the case last year, the 
Mass was virtual, as were all the Catholic 
Social Ministry Gathering sessions, a nod 
to the continuing coronavirus pandemic. 

Beyond the pandemic, this marks "an 
extraordinary time in our society that has 
become so fragmented and divided," Car-
dinal Gregory said. "We seem to have 
lost the capacity to engage in civil dia-
logue among ourselves and work in har-
mony for the common good." 

He added, "This same difficulty is 
found throughout the world, and through 
various cultures and religious com-
munities. The Catholic Church herself 

has not been spared from this season of 
division and harsh rhetoric." 

But Cardinal Gregory offered encour-
agement despite the tenor of the times. 

"Whether you serve your dioceses or 
your individual parishes, your work of 
encouraging your fellow Catholics to 
share their time, talent, and resources and 
to work for justice only increases in im-
portance," he said, addressing the virtual 
congregation. "You help to awaken in the 
hearts of your neighbors a realization of 
God’s good gifts to them and a generous 
desire to share them with others." 

He added, "The achievement of jus-
tice remains out of reach for far too many 
people. The poor, the immigrant, pris-
oners, the physically or emotionally  
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CNS PHOTO | JAVIER DIAZ, CATHOLIC STANDARD
A woman prays at St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church in Washington during the Catholic 
Social Ministry Gathering's opening Mass Jan. 29, 2022. It was livestreamed for the 800-
plus participants of the annual gathering, held virtually for the second year in a row be-
cause of the pandemic. 



Cuando era un sacerdote joven, una de mis primeras 
asignaciones fue servir en la Catedral de St. Mary en el 
centro de Austin. Como estaba ubicada en una parte de la 
ciudad donde muchas personas vagabundas se juntaban, a 
menudo recibíamos visitas en nuestra iglesia de personas 
sin hogar. Uno de ellos fue Phil. Dejó una profunda 
huella en muchos de nosotros. 

Phil apareció un día de la nada y decidió instalarse en 
la catedral. No tenía maletas, solo una bolsa negra grande 
de basura de plástico que contenía todas sus pertenencias. 
Escondió la bolsa debajo de nuestra rampa para sillas de 
ruedas donde nadie podía verla. 

Phil se sentaba en un banco cerca de la parte trasera 
de la iglesia todo el día, orando en silencio. A veces se 
dormía sentado allí, luego se despertaba y continuaba 
orando. Como no se bañaba muy seguido, olía mucho a 
olor corporal. 

Un día, un grupo de las mujeres mayores y bien es-
tablecidas de la parroquia entró en la catedral y vieron a 
Phil sentado allí. No hacía ningún ruido ni se interponía 
en el camino de nadie, pero su olor hacía que fuera difícil 
no verlo. Una de las señoras se acercó a Phil con un aire 
autoproclamado y autoritario y le dijo: “Disculpe, señor, 
pero no puede quedarse sentado aquí todo el día.” 

Phil le respondió con calma: “Señora, esta es una 
iglesia, y la iglesia es un hospital para pecadores. Soy pe-
cador, así que aquí es exactamente donde debo estar.” 
Continuó sentado allí y orando, y las mujeres finalmente 
lo dejaron solo y continuaron con sus asuntos. 

La descripción improvisada de Phil de la iglesia es 
profunda: “La iglesia es un hospital para los pecadores.” 
Todos haríamos bien en recordar la lección acerca de la 
iglesia que Phil nos enseñó ese día. No es un museo para 
santos. Es un hospital de pecadores, y el médico divino 
es Jesús. 

Nosotros en la Catedral de Sta. María a veces nos 
preguntábamos si Phil podría haber sido ordenado sacer-

dote, ya que era un hombre tan sabio y de oración, y es-
taba tan cerca a los sacramentos. Una vez me dijo que 
tenía un regalo que quería darme. Era algo que había es-
tado cargando con él durante muchos años en su gran 
bolsa de viaje de plástico negro. Era una pequeña estola 
de sacerdote morada y blanca, del tipo que usan los sac-
erdotes para confesar y ungir a los enfermos. Olía a bolas 
de naftalina. Reflexioné sobre cómo tendría tal cosa entre 
sus posesiones. Aunque desde entonces le he dado esa es-
tola a otra persona, nunca olvidaré mis recuerdos de 
nuestro visitante Phil. 

Un día, Phil desapareció, tan repentinamente como 
había aparecido. Nunca dijo adiós. Simplemente siguió 
adelante. Luego, aproximadamente un año después, uno 
de nuestros feligreses notó una historia corta en Catholic 
Digest sobre un “ángel visitante”. El artículo trataba 
sobre un vagabundo llamado Phil que había estado pre-
sente durante un tiempo en otra parroquia católica en 
algún lugar de Arizona y que había dejado una profunda 
impresión de santidad en algunas de las personas allí. El 
escritor especuló que Phil podría haber sido un ángel vis-
itante enviado por Dios. Todos nos preguntamos si esa 
corta historia podría haber sido sobre nuestro mismo 
Phil. 

Algún día, quizás en la próxima vida, espero descu-
brir la verdadera identidad de Phil. Tal vez era un sacer-

dote. Tal vez un ángel. En la Biblia, Hebreos 13:2 dice: 
“No dejen de practicar la hospitalidad, pues saben que al-
gunos dieron alojamiento a ángeles sin saberlo.”  

Muchas personas van y vienen en nuestras vidas. Al-
gunos de ellos son inolvidables. Algunos de ellos pasan 
completamente desapercibidos, como solo un poste de 
una cerca en una carretera del oeste de Texas. Pero nues-
tra fe cristiana nos enseña que todo ser humano está 
creado a imagen y semejanza de Dios. Por lo tanto, cada 
persona tiene algo que revelarnos acerca de Dios, si solo 
nos detenemos y prestamos atención. 

Al final de la historia humana, Jesucristo regresará en 
su gloria y se sentará en su trono. Él separará a todos los 
seres humanos que alguna vez hayan vivido, como un 
pastor separa las ovejas de las cabras. A los que están a 
su derecha los acogerá en el gozo eterno del cielo, di-
ciendo: “Porque tuve hambre y ustedes me dieron de 
comer; tuve sed y ustedes me dieron de beber. Fui for-
astero y ustedes me recibieron en su casa. Anduve sin 
ropas y me vistieron. Estuve enfermo y fueron a visi-
tarme. Estuve en la cárcel y me fueron a ver… cuando lo 
hicieron con alguno de los más pequeños de estos mis 
hermanos, me lo hicieron a mí” (Mateo 25:35-40). 

A los de su izquierda los enviará al fuego eterno del 
infierno, diciendo: “Porque tuve hambre y ustedes no me 
dieron de comer; tuve sed y no me dieron de beber; era 
forastero y no me recibieron en su casa; estaba sin ropa y 
no me vistieron; estuve enfermo y encarcelado y no me 
visitaron… siempre que no lo hicieron con alguno de 
estos más pequeños, ustedes dejaron de hacérmelo a mí” 
(Mateo 25:42-45). 

Que Dios nos ayude a darnos cuenta de las muchas 
formas en que viene a visitarnos a través de otros seres 
humanos. Que nos dé ojos que estén abiertos para ver, y 
oídos que estén abiertos para oír, y corazones que sean lo 
suficientemente valientes para responder a las necesi-
dades de quienes nos rodean.
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Visitante enviado por Dios
Obispo  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de  
San Ángelo

Papa a religiosas 
y consagradas: 
Luchen cuando 

se les trate  
injustamente

Por Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 
 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — 
El papa Francisco alentó a las hermanas re-
ligiosas y mujeres consagradas a continuar 
mostrando valor en medio de las dificul-
tades, incluso si eso significa luchar contra 
personas en la iglesia a la que sirven fiel-
mente. 

"Las invito a luchar cuando, en algunos 
casos, son injustamente tratadas, incluso 
dentro de la iglesia; cuando su servicio que 
es tan grande se lo reduce a servidumbre. Y 
a veces, por hombres de la iglesia", dijo el 
papa. 

En un video mensaje publicado por la 
Red Mundial de Oración del papa el 1 de 
febrero, el papa ofreció su intención de ora-
ción para el mes de febrero, que dedicó a 
las religiosas y a las mujeres consagradas. 
Al comienzo de cada mes, la red publica un 
breve video del papa ofreciendo una inten-
ción de oración específica. 

"Oremos por las religiosas y las mujeres 
consagradas, agradeciéndoles su misión y 
su valentía, que sigan encontrando nuevas 
respuestas a los desafíos de nuestro 
tiempo", dijo. 

En su video mensaje, el papa dijo que 
sin la presencia de religiosas y mujeres 
consagradas, la iglesia "no se puede en-
tender", y las llamó "a discernir y elegir lo 
que es mejor para su misión ante los desa-
fíos del mundo que estamos experimen-
tando". 

"Las exhorto a seguir trabajando y 
hacer incidencia con los pobres, con los 
marginados, con todos los que están escla-
vizados por los traficantes, especialmente 
les pido que hagan incidencia en esto", dijo. 

El papa Francisco pidió oraciones para 
que las religiosas y consagradas puedan 
"mostrar la belleza del amor y la compasión 
de Dios" no solo a través de su trabajo, 
"pero sobre todo a través del testimonio de 
consagración". 

"Gracias por lo que son, por lo que 
hacen y por cómo lo hacen", dijo el papa.

Cardenal insta a 'trabajar por una mayor justicia'
Por Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — "El tiempo 
nunca debe ser inútil", dijo el cardenal 
Wilton D. Gregory de Washington en su 
homilía en la Misa de apertura de la Reun-
ión del Ministerio Social Católico de este 
año, aconsejando a los más de 800 partici-
pantes que "trabajen por una mayor justi-
cia en nuestro mundo". 

"Dios ha querido que nosotros, sus 
criaturas, nos encontremos con el tiempo 
de acuerdo con su diseño. El paso del 
tiempo siempre sigue la sabiduría y la 
providencia de Dios", dijo el cardenal 
Gregory el 29 de enero, el primer día de la 
reunión de cuatro días que termina el 1 de 
febrero. "El tiempo mismo puede ser gra-
cia. Puede ser ordinario, o puede existir. 
Puede ser fugaz, o puede prolongarse. Sin 
embargo, el tiempo nunca debe ser inútil". 

Por lo tanto, dijo, "debemos salir de 
esta Misa con la asignación de renovar la 
iglesia en nuestro propio tiempo. Salimos 
de este momento con un deseo ardiente de 
trabajar por una mayor justicia en nuestro 
mundo". 

Las tareas que quedan son muchas, re-
conoció. 

"Continúen trabajando para acabar 
con el racismo y la intolerancia en nuestro 
propio tiempo", dijo el cardenal Gregory. 
"Buscar poner fin a la destrucción de la 
vida humana en todas sus etapas" y "traba-
jar para disminuir la pobreza que sofoca la 
vida de demasiados jóvenes". 

Además, debemos "mejorar la vida de 
los inmigrantes que buscan mejorar la 
vida de sus hijos", continuó, y ser "más 
valientes y con más recursos para los ino-
centes por nacer" y "para la protección de 
los frágiles enfermos entre nosotros," ac-
tuando "por la dignidad del inmigrante y 
el alivio de la carga de los empobrecidos, 
por el logro de los cambios encontrados en 
(el profeta del Antiguo Testamento) Isaías 
y perfeccionados en Cristo Jesús". 

La Misa se celebró en la Iglesia de 
Santa Teresa de Ávila en Washington, y 
fue concelebrada por el Cardenal Gregory, 
el pastor de Santa Teresa, Monseñor Ray-
mond East, quien ha pasado 30 años como 
animador y maestro de ceremonias de la 
Reunión del Ministerio Social Católico, y 
Monseñor Michael J. K. Fuller, secretario 
general de la Conferencia de Obispos Ca-
tólicos de los Estados Unidos. 

Pero, como fue el caso el año pasado, 
la Misa fue virtual, al igual que todas las 

sesiones de la Reunión del Ministerio So-
cial Católico, como precaución durante la 
pandemia de coronavirus. 

Más allá de la pandemia, esto marca 
"un momento extraordinario en nuestra 
sociedad que se ha vuelto tan fragmentada 
y dividida", dijo el cardenal Gregory. "Pa-
rece que hemos perdido la capacidad de 
entablar un diálogo civil entre nosotros y 
trabajar en armonía por el bien común". 

Agregó: "Esta misma dificultad se en-
cuentra en todo el mundo, y a través de 
varias culturas y comunidades religiosas. 
La Iglesia Católica misma no se ha librado 
de esta temporada de división y retórica 
dura". 

Pero el cardenal Gregory ofreció 
aliento a pesar del tenor de los tiempos. 

"Ya sea que sirvan a su diócesis o a 
sus parroquias individuales", dijo a los 
participantes de la reunión, su "trabajo es 
animar a sus hermanos católicos a com-
partir su valioso tiempo, talento y recur-
sos. Ayudan a despertar en los corazones 
de sus vecinos una comprensión de los 
dones de Dios para ellos, y el deseo de 
compartirlos con otros". 

Añadió: "El logro de la justicia sigue 
estando fuera del alcance de demasiadas 
personas. Los pobres, los inmigrantes, los 
presos, los discapacitados físicos o emo-

cionales, todos encuentran imposible ob-
tener justicia porque sus voces son silenci-
adas o simplemente ignoradas". 

Pero "ustedes y sus colegas en los 
ministerios de justicia social tienen una 
gran tarea por delante. Creo que también 
tienen los recursos para prepararse y fort-
alecerse para esas responsabilidades", dijo 
el cardenal Gregory. 

Refiriéndose al pasaje evangélico del 
Cuarto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 
proclamado en la Misa, agregó: "Así 
como Jesús reprendió a la gente del pue-
blo de Nazaret para que fueran más de lo 
que eran, así también Cristo nos llama a 
buscar la justicia para aquellos que viven 
marginados de la sociedad, y a menudo se 
pasan por alto". 

La Eucaristía, señaló, es "una fuente 
de apoyo divino" para aquellos que están 
comprometidos, dijo. 

El papa Francisco ha hecho un lla-
mado para "aprovechar este momento 
como un momento único de renovación y 
evangelización", señaló el Cardenal Greg-
ory. "Las personas que se dedican a las 
obras de justicia y de proyección social 
sirven como signo esperanzador de que la 
obra del Espíritu Santo está fomentando 
un nuevo espíritu de determinación y 
compromiso".

FOTO CNS | JAVIER DIAZ, CATHOLIC STANDARD
Monseñor Ray East, párroco de la Iglesia Católica Sta. Teresa de Ávila en Washington, dis-
tribuye Comunión durante la Misa de apertura de la Reunión del Ministerio Social Católico 
el 29 de enero de 2022. La Misa se transmitió en vivo para los más de 800 participantes de 
la reunión anual, celebrada virtualmente por segunda vez debido a la pandemia del coro-
navirus.
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CALENDARS

February 2022 
 
1-2 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Priests’ 

Spring Conference 
2 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Deans’ 

Meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
2 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass and Pro-

cession at 6:30 p.m. 
4 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Liturgical 

Commission Meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
5 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, FOCUS SEEK 

22 Conference 
7-8 DALLAS, National Catholic Bioethics Center Bishops’ 

Workshop 
9 ST. LOUIS, MO, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, Mass for 

the Rite of Admission to Candidacy at 5:00 p.m. 
12 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Mass 

with Deacon Candidates at 11:30 a.m. 
13 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Mass 

with Deacon Candidates at 11:00 a.m. 
15 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Pastoral 

Plan Implementation Committee at 10:00 a.m. 
19 MILES, St. Thomas, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 p.m. 
20 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Adult Confirmation 

Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
21 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Funeral Mass for Gregg 

Elsner at 10:00 a.m. 
24 COLLEGE STATION, St. Mary’s Catholic Center, Mag-

nify event at 8:00 p.m. 
25-26 Virtual, Texas Mission Council Meeting 
 
 

March 2022 
 
2 ODESSA, UTPB, Ash Wednesday Mass at 12:00 noon 
2 MIDLAND, Midland College, Ash Wednesday Mass at 

3:00 p.m. 
3 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priest Per-

sonnel Board meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
5 SAN ANGELO, St. Mary, Parish Lenten Retreat at 

10:00 a.m. 
6 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Rite of 

Election at 3:00 p.m. 
7-11 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Priests’ 

Retreat 
13 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Rite of Election at 2:30 p.m. 
14-16 NEW ORLEANS, Notre Dame Seminary 
18 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan Fi-

nance Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
18 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Stations of the 

Cross at 6:30 p.m. 
20-21 SAN ANTONIO, MACC, TCCB Spring meeting 
22 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
24 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Lenten 

Staff Day of Prayer at 9:00 a.m. 
26 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Youth Ministry Center, Family event 
29 SONORA, St. Ann, San Angelo Deanery meeting at 

10:00 a.m. 
29 MIDLAND, The Way Retreat Center, Project Andrew 

Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
31 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Adult Confirmation Mass at 7:00 

p.m. 

February 

 

1 Deacon Daniel Shannahan (B) 

2 Rev. Francis Onyekozuru (B) 

2 Deacon Pedro Sanchez (D — 2013) 

5 Deacon David King (D — 2006) 

5 Deacon John Rangel (B) 

6 Deacon Ignacio Cisneros (D — 2016) 

8 Deacon Thomas Flores (B) 

8 Rev. Bhaskar Mendem (B) 

9 Rev. Albert Fuytinck, CSSR (D — 1997) 

10 Rev. Terry Brenon (B) 

10 Rev. Leo E. Lavoie (D — 1978) 

11 Rev. Bernardito Getigan (B) 

11 Deacon Ray Smith (D — 2014) 

14 Rev. Martin Hubbs (B) 

15 Deacon Victor Belman (B) 

15 Rev. Frank Colacicco (D — 2006) 

16 Rev. Msgr. Larry Droll (B) 

20 Deacon Mark Reeh (D — 2005) 

20 Deacon Sador Sotelo (B) 

22 Rev. Francisco Lopez (D — 1994) 

22 Rev. Ed De Leon, OMI (D — 2017) 

26 Rev. Mamachan Joseph (B) 

28 Rev. Lawrence Underdonk (D — 2004) 

29 Rev. Msgr. Bernard Gully (B)  

 

 
March 
 
3 Rev. Joshua Gray (B) 

5 Deacon Antonio Gonzales (B) 

7 Deacon Victor Ramirez (B) 

10 Rev. Arockiaraj Gali (D — 2021) 

10 Rev. Stephen Kennelly (D — 2017) 

10 Deacon Charles Lambert (B) 

10 Deacon Bonifacio Rodriguez (D — 2017) 

11 Deacon William Brady (B) 

11 Rev. Leopold J. Bujnowski (D — 1976) 

11 Deacon Albert Libertore (D — 1977) 

12 Deacon Fred Greene (B) 

14 Rev. George Fey, CPPS (D — 2013) 

15 Deacon Cosme Ureta (D — 2011) 

17 Deacon Allan Lange (B) 

21 Deacon Frank Trudo (D — 1992) 

25 Rev. Anthony Sloan (O — 2000) 

26 Rev. Serran Braun (D — 1999) 

26 Rev. Kevin Lenius (B) 

26 Deacon Audon Saldivar (D — 2000) 

26 Deacon Steven Zimmerman (B) 

27 Rev. Prem Thumma (B) 

28 Deacon Alexander Perez (B) 

30 Rev. Freddy Perez (B) 

31 Deacon Harry Pelto (B) 

31 Rev. Santiago Udayar (O — 1989)

Bishop’s Calendar 
 

Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

325-651-7500 | lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Please pray for our clergy

 
February 2022 
 
1–2 DOSA Spring Priests’ Conference 
5 St. Joseph Parish RCIA 
6 Virtual Confirmation Retreat 
11–13 Deacon Formation 
13 Deacon Inquiry Session 
18–20 Engaged Encounter & Natural Family Planning 
24–27 Men’s Small Town ACTS Retreat 
28–Mar 1  San Angelo Association of Realtors 

March 2022 
 
3–6 Men’s Walk to Emmaus 
7–11 DOSA Priests’ Annual Retreat 
11–13 Deacon Formation 
13 Deacon Inquiry Session 
18–20 Marriage Retreat 
20 Virtual Confirmation Retreat 
24 Staff Lenten Day of Reflection 
25–27 Engaged Encounter & Natural Family Planning 
30 DOSA Staff Mass

Christ the King Retreat Center

Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to cre-
ating and maintaining the safest pos-
sible environment for our children and 
vulnerable adults. If you or someone 
you know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and 
you need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help 
you. To report incidents, call Lori 
Hines, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 

325-374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese 
of San Angelo, Victim Assistance 
Ministry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, 
TX 76902. If the incident occurred 
outside this diocese, our Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator will assist in bring-
ing your concern to the attention of 
the appropriate diocese.  Please keep 
in mind that one always has the right 
to report abuse to civil authorities, and 
civil law requires that any abuse of a 
minor must be reported.

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cual-
quier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y 
necesita un lugar para hablar con alguien 
sobre sus sentimientos de traición o he-
rido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayu-
darle. Para reportar incidentes, llame a 
Lori Hines, Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o es-

criba a la Diócesis de San Ángelo, Minis-
terio de Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 
1829, San Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intér-
prete de español está disponible. Si el in-
cidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, 
nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupa-
ción a la atención de la diócesis cor-
respondiente. Por favor, tenga en cuenta 
que uno siempre tiene el derecho de re-
portar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y 
la ley civil requiere que cualquier abuso 
de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.

B = Birthday | O = Date of Ordination 

D = Date of Death

Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
Aid to the Church in Central & Eastern Europe, Latin America, and Africa 

 
Lent 

March 2 — April 14, 2022 
Operation Rice Bowl 

(you can also visit crsricebowl.org to give online) 
 

Sunday, March 6, 2022 
Black and Indian Missions/Catholic Extension Society 

 
Good Friday, April 15, 2022 

Pontifical Collection for the Holy Land

Upcoming Special Collections
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Stay Connected with the 

Diocese of San Angelo

DOSA Mail 

 

The official Flocknote of the Diocese of San 

Angelo. Receive texts or emails with important 

news, updates, and messages from the diocese. 

 

Two ways to join: 

1) Text DOSA to 84576 

OR 

2) Visit https://app.flocknote.com/dosamail

Social Media 

 

Diocese of San Angelo on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofSanAngelo 

 

Bishop Michael Sis on Twitter: 

@SABishopMike

On the Web 

 

www.sanangelodiocese.org
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Seeing is believing:  

Vocation office seminary visits
By Father Ryan Rojo  
 

There is an old saying that goes “see-
ing is believing.” As people of faith, we 
know that belief goes beyond what we 
can perceive or see, most perfectly exem-
plified in the classic story of doubting 
Thomas (Jn 20:24-29). As human beings, 
however, we must also admit that there is 
a certain power in seeing something with 
our own eyes.  

Since becoming the vocation director 
for the Diocese of San Angelo in July 
2020, I have been graced with the oppor-
tunity to accompany men from our dio-
cese as they visit the seminary. The 
majority of men who have entered our 
program in the last sixteen months first 
visited the seminary before beginning 
their application to become seminarians 
for our diocese. For the majority of these 
men, it was the visit to the seminary — 
and seeing it with their own eyes — that 
led to greater clarity in their decision to 
move forward with the application pro-
cess.  

A common refrain I hear from men 
who visit the seminary is that they don’t 
want to leave by the end of our visit. For 
the majority of men, this is a first, power-
ful experience with other men who are 
taking their faith and discernment se-
riously. In entering into the routine of 
prayer — through Mass, the Liturgy of 
the Hours, and eucharistic adoration — a 
man has a tangible experience with the 
Mystical Body of Christ united in prayer 
(1 Cor 12:27).  

For many men of faith, a visit to the 
seminary is a deep experience of frater-
nity. In our society where men struggle 
for positive and uplifting spaces to grow 
as men, the seminary satisfies this long-
ing. For many men, a visit to the semi-
nary is also an opportunity to meet 
ordinary guys who enjoy the everyday 
pleasures of sports, video games, and cof-
fee.  

During a seminary visit, men are also 
exposed to the four dimensions of semi-
nary formation: spiritual, human, pasto-
ral, and intellectual. During the course of 
a visit, visitors usually have the opportu-
nity to experience the academic routine of 
seminarians while sitting in on theology 
and philosophy classes.  

As vocation director, I am always 
available to accompany a man to visit the 
seminary. If you or someone you know is 
open to this possibility, they can contact 
my office at any time. During the course 
of our conversation, we will discern to-
gether which of the three stateside semi-
naries to visit. The diocese bears the 
financial responsibility of most seminary 
visits. 

There do exist, however, pro-
grammed opportunities to visit seminaries 
throughout the academic year. At Con-
ception Seminary College in Missouri, 
these bi-annual gatherings are called “En-
counter with God’s Call.” 

Attending one of these programmed 
weekends is ideal. During the Encounter 
with God’s Call weekend, a visitor will 
hear the stories of men who made the 
decision to join the seminary. The faculty, 
staff, and students are also readily avail-
able during these trips to field questions 
and concerns about seminary. A visitor 
will also experience powerful moments 
of prayer unique to the weekend, such as 
eucharistic processions. As vocation di-
rector, I encourage most men to attend 
the Encounter with God’s Call weekend 
at Conception Seminary College.  

The 2022 dates for Encounter with 
God’s Call weekends are Feb. 25–28, 
2022, and Nov. 11–14, 2022. Groups 
from the Diocese of San Angelo usually 
leave a day early. The experience is open 
to high school juniors and above.  

It is my prayer that more men will be 
open to the possibility of visiting the  

 
 

See ENCOUNTER, Page 18 

Spring 2022 updates from the vocation office
By Father Ryan Rojo 
 
SEMINARIANS: AN UPDATE 

 
This spring, the Diocese of San Angelo will have 

eight seminarians studying at four seminaries across 
the world. Since the fall of 2021, we welcomed two 
new men to the program: Kaleb Chacon, a parishioner 
of Holy Family Parish in Abilene, and Sabastine 
Nwosu, a parishioner of St. Ann’s Parish in Midland.   

Kaleb is the youngest child of Ruperto and Ange-
lita Chacon. He attended Merkel High School, gradu-
ating in May 2020 before completing his EMT 
certification at Texas State Technical College in Abi-
lene. Reflecting on the call to join the seminary, 
Kaleb wrote, “Priests are men who have given up ev-
erything for the sake of gaining Christ. Not to live a 
life of endless luxury, but to have a target placed on 
them, to become the least of all people, and to bear a 
tremendous amount of responsibility.”  

Sabastine attended Sts. Simon and Jude High 
School Seminary in Abuja, Nigeria, before moving to 
the United States three years ago. In that time, he at-
tended Ivy Tech Community College in Indiana, and 
worked at various jobs in the Midland area. Reflect-
ing on his call to join seminary, Sabastine wrote, “I 
desire nothing more than to work in the vineyard of 

the Lord.”  
Please keep Sabastine and Kaleb in your prayers 

as they continue seminary formation.  
Our other men in formation bravely navigated the 

fall semester, coronavirus, and various applications 
for summer programs. We are hopeful that God will 
send more men to begin formation to become priests. 
Thank you for your support!  

 
WORK OF THE VOCATION OFFICE 

 
The fall semester saw the vocation office continu-

ing and overseeing many projects. The vocation office 
website continues to be updated weekly: dosavoca-
tion.org. On this website, there are discernment 
quizzes, application forms, and book recommenda-
tions.  

The vocation office also hosted Serra Inter-
national and Spark, a group experience with the train-
ing and formation of parish vocation teams. I am 
grateful to the following parishes who sent represen-
tatives to the training: Sacred Heart Cathedral in San 
Angelo; St. Mary’s Parish in Odessa; Holy Angel’s 
Parish in San Angelo; Holy Trinity Parish in Big 
Spring; the Catholic Churches of South Odessa in  

 
See VOCATION, Page 18 

COURTESY

Kaleb Chacon

COURTESY

Sabastine Nwosu



Page 6 FEBRUARY 2022 The Angelus

Texas Mission 
Conference 2022 

“Integrating Our 
Mission Experience” 

Keynote: 
Kelli Nelson 

Friday February 25, 2022, 7 pm - 9:30 pm CT, 
continuing Saturday February 26, 10 am - 3:30 pm 
Note venue change: Virtual Conference via Zoom 

Cost: $25 
www.TXMissionCouncil.org

Executive Director of 
“From Mission to Mission” 
in Minnesota 
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SAN ANTONIO — The Catholic Men’s Conference organized by 
Pilgrim Center of Hope is now registering for its annual event, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 26 virtually and in-person at St. Mat-
thew Athletic Center. 

Conference founder Deacon Tom Fox began the event in 2004 to help 
men understand their dignity, under the Scriptural theme of Mark 10:51, 
“[Jesus,] Master, I want to see.” 

“God does not call us to do things we cannot do, but he does call us 
to do things we can only do with divine help and the help of each other,” 
Fox says, citing the importance of men identifying friends who can pro-
vide them with healthy support in their spiritual growth. 

The conference’s characteristic promotion of healing will continue 
this year. Keynote presenters include John Sablan, a self-identified “sur-
vivor of all forms of abuse,” and Mark Houck, a former All-American 
collegiate athlete and high school coach who has mentored thousands of 
men. San Antonio auxiliary bishop Most Rev. Gary Janak, who is a li-
censed professional counselor supervisor, will also be a keynote speaker. 
Other speakers include Deacon Fox as well as former Bexar County 
Judge Victor Negron. 

Opportunities to receive the sacrament of reconciliation will also be 
available for in-person attendees. 

All men interested in participating are encouraged to contact Pilgrim 
Center of Hope for details and registration: CMCSanAntonio.com or 210-
521-3377. 

 
About Pilgrim Center of Hope 

Pilgrim Center of Hope (PCH), a Catholic ministry based in San An-
tonio, Texas, guides people to live daily in hope; through encounters with 
Christ in pilgrimages, events, and media outreach.  

Inspired by a personal calling in the Holy Land and a profound re-
awakening of their faith, Deacon Tom and Mary Jane Fox founded PCH 
in 1993 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Through its unique three-
fold ministry, Pilgrim Center of Hope has led thousands of individuals 
and families around the world to live in hope.  

To learn more, visit PilgrimCenterOfHope.org. 

Virtual, in-person registration 

open for men’s conference  

in San Antonio

ROME — On Jan. 16, 2022, His Excellency Joseph Augustine Di 
Noia, Adjunct Secretary of the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, 
conferred the Ministry of Lector in the Chapel on the Immaculate Con-
ception at the Pontifical North American College, Vatican City State, on 
21 students at the North American College, including Mauricio Romero 
of the Diocese of San Angelo. 

Addressing the new lectors in his homily, Archbishop Di Noia drew 
on the text of Isaiah to instruct the men not to be silent: “We say to you: 
proclaim the mystery of the salvation wrought in Christ. In Him, the full-
ness of this mystery has been revealed to us and entrusted to the Church, 
along with the mission to proclaim the Gospel to the whole world.” 

Archbishop Di Noia urged the seminarians to take charge of this mis-
sion to share the Gospel with others by first internalizing it in their own 
hearts: “Because your hearts are bursting with joy at this mission to pro-
claim God’s word to others, receive it yourselves. Contemplate it and 
meditate on it in your heart every day. This is the particular grace of the 
office of lector.” 

As part of the rite, the Archbishop placed the Holy Scriptures in the 
hands of each candidate and said, “Take this book of Holy Scripture and 
be faithful in handing on the word of God, so that it may grow strong in 
the hearts of his people.” 

The seminarians, currently in their first year of theological formation 
for the priesthood, will have three additional years of theological, spiri-
tual, and pastoral formation before being ordained to the priesthood in 
their home dioceses. 

The Pontifical North American College serves as the American semi-
nary in Rome. Founded in 1859 by Blessed Pius IX, the College has 
formed over 5000 priests near the heart of the Church for service in dio-
ceses around the United States, Canada, and Australia. The College 
strengthens the bonds between Rome and local Churches worldwide, and 
it allows its students a first-hand encounter of the Church’s rich religious 
and cultural heritage. 

DOSA’s Romero receives  

ministry of lector in  

Mass at the Vatican

Beware of gift card scams
Parishioners and ministry leaders in the Diocese of San Angelo and 

around the country continue to find themselves the targets of scams. One 
frequent tactic used by criminals to defraud the faithful is to utilize text mes-
sages or email to impersonate a pastor and ask for the purchase of gift cards. 
The person claiming to be the pastor will claim they need gift cards for some 
charitable reason, but say they need the person receiving the text messages or 
emails to purchase the gift cards and share the validation information.  

Please be aware of these scams. Your pastor will not contact you to pur-
chase gift cards for him. When the scammers are successful in these en-
deavors, it is almost impossible for the victim to recover their lost money. 

According to a March 1, 2018, press release from the office of Texas At-
torney General Ken Paxton, the scammers are using information found on 
churches’ website or in churches’ online bulletins to trick members of the 
church into sending them gift cards. To report suspected fraud to the attorney 
general’s Consumer Protection Division, call 1-800-621-0508 or file a com-
plaint at https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/consumer-protection/file-con-
sumer-complaint.
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San Angelo  

Catholic Charitable 

Foundation now 

accepting grant  

applications
The Catholic Charitable Foundation for 

the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is 
now accepting grant applications. Grant 
requests between $500 and $5,000 will be 
considered. The deadline for grant applica-
tions and supporting documents is 5:00 p.m., 
Monday, March 28, 2022, and must include 
the signature of the pastor. The Catholic Char-
itable Foundation Board of Trustees will con-
sider the applications during their spring 
meeting. Recipients of approved grants will be 
notified no later than April 28, 2022. The grant 
application and full details can be found at 
www.catholicfoundationsanangelo.org.

How to help the elderly and those who serve them
By Sister Constance Veit, LSP 
 

Soon after he was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease, Pope St. John Paul 
II initiated the celebration of World Day 
of the Sick to show solidarity with the ill 
and their caregivers, and to encourage 
the faithful to pray for them. Thirty years 
later we still celebrate this special day 
each year on Feb. 11. 

In preparation for the annual World 
Day of the Sick, the pope publishes a 
message setting a theme for the day. This 
year Pope Francis has given special rec-
ognition to caregivers: “I think of all 
those physicians, nurses, laboratory tech-
nicians, the support staff and the care-
takers of the sick as well as the 
numerous volunteers who donate their 
precious time to assist those who suffer.”  

The pope is encouraging them to rec-
ognize the beauty of their mission. “Dear 
healthcare workers, your service along-
side the sick, carried out with love and 
competence, transcends the bounds of 
your profession and becomes a mission,” 
he wrote. “Your hands, which touch the 
suffering flesh of Christ, can be a sign of 
the merciful hands of the Father. Be 
mindful of the great dignity of your pro-
fession, as well as the responsibility that 
it entails.” 

I am grateful for Pope Francis’ en-
couraging words to healthcare workers, 
for they deserve our admiration and grat-
itude.  

As we enter into our third year of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, I am growing in-
creasingly concerned about the devoted 
staff in our homes across the country and 
around the world — and about the wide-
spread shortage of caregivers in the field 
of elder care. The lack of qualified geria-
tric caregivers has already reached crisis 

proportions and is only growing worse.  
Older persons living in communal 

settings have suffered disproportionately 
during the pandemic, being stricken with 
COVID at higher rates than younger 
people, experiencing disruptions in their 
daily routines and enduring long periods 
of isolation and separation from their 
loved ones.  

But geriatric caregivers have also 
borne a heavy burden, often working 
long shifts in understaffed, uncertain 
conditions, often while trying to care for 
their own family members at the same 
time. 

At times frail seniors have suffered 
due to staffing shortages caused both by 
caregiver sickness and a significant exo-
dus of staff from many facilities across 
the country.  

In an article published in December 
2021, Skilled Nursing Home News re-
ported that since the beginning of the 
pandemic 14 percent of the skilled nurs-
ing workforce, or 220,000 care givers, 
has exited the profession. 

There was already a shortage of geri-
atric caregivers before the pandemic and, 
with a rapidly increasing population of 
seniors, experts in gerontology estimate 
that the need for qualified care staff will 
increase by 2.5 million by 2030. An in-
adequate and unstable geriatric work-
force will definitely lead to higher costs 
and serious concerns about access and 
quality of care. 

It has long been said that a society 
can be measured by how it cares for its 
elderly citizens, and yet in Fratelli Tutti 
Pope Francis refers to the “trashing” of 
the world of the elderly in public opin-
ion.  

In another recent Vatican document, 
we read, “Those living in residential fa-

cilities deserve special attention: we hear 
terrible news about their conditions 
every day and thousands of people have 
already lost their lives. The concentra-
tion in the same place of so many frail 
individuals and the difficulty of finding 
protective equipment devices have 
created situations that are very difficult 
to manage notwithstanding the selfless-
ness and, in some cases the sacrifice, of 
healthcare personnel.” 

Just as the elderly themselves, those 
serving seniors deserve special attention 
and support. This can take many forms: 

• Lend your voice to advocacy 
for better training, wages and benefits 
for long-term care staff, better financing 
of long-term care and more positive 
working conditions, including provision 
of sufficient PPE; 

• Take the opportunity to show 
caregivers esteem, appreciation and grat-
itude for all they do. Just as we thank 
members of the military for their service, 
thank caregivers for the indispensable 
service they render in society; 

• Share with caregivers the mes-
sage of Pope Francis about the dignity of 
their profession; 

• Foster intergenerational en-
counters in your family and encourage 
young people to consider careers in geri-
atric healthcare. 

Finally, this Feb. 11 please join me 
in praying for an end to the pandemic, 
for healing for the sick and the elderly 
and for the transformation of our society 
into a culture that will cherish every 
human life, no matter how old or how 
frail. 

- - - 
Sister Constance Veit is director of 

communications for the Little Sisters of 
the Poor. 

diocese. “A friend of ours in the ACTS com-
munity said we could use his land to put a per-
manent billboard up,” Frasco noted, saying 
that they are currently exploring options to do 
so. 

For now, the Rome Boys’ single billboard 
connects them with the 4 million drivers they 
hope will see their message this year. When 
this billboard does appear on their horizons, 
Frasco says that the “hope is that people are 
led to pray, to breathe and slow down, to give 
their problems, worries, anxieties to Jesus and 
not forget that he is in control and that he 
loves us.” 

The Rome Boys plan to continue growing 
their apostolate. “Our primary mission is to 
help the people of the San Angelo diocese,” 
Frasco said. This includes plans like more par-
ish visits, writing a book, producing videos in 
Rome, and continuing to grow their social 
media presence.  

People can visit the Rome Boys online at 
www.romeboys.org or view their videos on 
YouTube at www.youtube.com/c/romeboys. 
You can sign up for a newsletter or contact the 
Rome Bows at romeboys312@gmail.com. 

ROME BOYS 
 
Continued from Page 1

Biden urges a return to political civility in 

remarks at prayer breakfast
By Kurt Jensen  
Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — President Joe Biden, addressing the 
National Prayer Breakfast Feb. 3, called for a return to the political 
civility he said he'd known as a freshman U.S. senator from Dela-
ware. 

"We don't spend as much time with each other as we used to," he 
reflected at the gathering. 

The breakfast was greatly cut down from its previous incarna-
tions at a Washington hotel. 

This year it was held in the auditorium at the Capitol Visitor 
Center. One of the organizers, Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., called it a 
"reset," limiting attendance to members of Congress, breakfast 
speakers and their spouses. 

It was the first time the event was held in person in two years as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The proceedings also were car-
ried live on C-SPAN and other broadcast outlets. 

The 70th annual breakfast was low-key and bipartisan. The 
event always features members of Congress reading Scripture, and 
this year Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., read 
from the Gospel of Matthew. 

"As president, you should still be able to count on our prayers 
for the success of our nation," said Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D. He 
said the breakfast reflected "the right of each of us to worship the 
good Lord as we see fit." 

In his brief remarks, Biden, only the second Catholic president 
in the nation's history, discussed the losses in his own life, including 
his son Beau's death from a brain tumor, adding, "Everyone has had 
horrible things to deal with. I had a lot of help." 

Biden waxed nostalgic about an earlier time of eating lunches as 
part of a group in the Senate: "You learn about their losses and their 
happiness and you learn about them." 

He added, "It's hard to dislike someone when you know they're 
going through something you went through." 

Addressing McConnell directly, he said, "Mitch, I don't want to 
hurt your reputation, but we really are friends. And that is not an 
epiphany we're having at the moment. You're a man of your word, 
you're a man of honor. Thank you for being my friend." 

Referencing Matthew 20:28, Biden said, "I pray we do what 
Jesus taught us: to serve rather than be served." 

Concluding, Biden said, "One of the reasons other countries 
sometimes think we're arrogant is because we believe anything is 
possible." 

"Unity doesn't mean we have to agree on everything, but unity is 
where enough of us believe in a core of basic things. The common 
good, the general welfare, a faith in the United States of America." 

Political unity, Biden said, "is elusive," but "it's really very nec-
essary. That's why we're here — to make the most of our time on 
earth." 

The keynote speaker was Bryan Stevenson, founder and ex-
ecutive director of the Equal Justice Initiative, a nonprofit organiza-
tion advocates for fair and equal treatment in the criminal justice 
system. 

He told the gathering, "We have to understand our power as 
people of faith to embrace one another." 

Outlining what he described as America's "narrative of racial dif-
ferences" from the era of slavery to the violence that has persisted 
long after the Civil War ended, he concluded: "We've got to stay 
hopeful even when it's difficult and painful."

Emotional tributes  

recall NYPD officer's 

dedication, love of 

life, family
NEW YORK (CNS) — In emotional re-

marks Feb. 2 at St. Patrick's Cathedral, the 
sister of slain Officer Wilbert Mora paid trib-
ute to her brother and his late partner, Officer 
Jason Rivera, but also decried the "violence 
and crime" taking the lives of police as they 
try to protect the citizenry. "It hurts me to 
know that two exemplary young men, like Of-
ficer Jason Rivera and Wilbert Mora, were 
taken before their time," Karina Mora told the 
mourners who packed the cathedral for the fu-
neral Mass for her brother. The service took 
place less than a week after Rivera's funeral 
Mass, also at the cathedral. These were two 
young men "who wanted to make a difference 
and a change in their city with their service 
and their sacrifice," said Karina Mora, who 
spoke in Spanish, with her words interpreted 
in English for the congregation. "Now I only 
ask myself, how many Wilberts, how many 
Jasons, how many more officers will have to 
lose their lives for this system to change?" she 
said. "How many other lives who protect us 
will be taken away by violence and crime? 
How many mothers? How many more moth-
ers, how many children will have to lose their 
family and live this trauma and this kind of 
tragedy?"

Survey finds path to U.S. citizenship  

for migrants has majority support
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Though immigration re-

mains a polemic topic in political circles, just 44% of 
Americans recently surveyed by the Public Religion Re-
search Institute said it was a "critical issue" in the U.S. A 
majority favored a path to citizenship for those who are in 
the country without legal permission. By and large, Amer-
icans had a positive view of immigrants, saying they 
strengthen the country, with a minority seeing immigrants 
as a burden to the U.S., the survey found. Those were 
among findings released Feb. 3 by PRRI from a survey 
examining American perspectives on immigration policy. 
The survey, conducted online between Sept. 16 and 29, 
interviewed a representative sample of 2,508 adults (age 
18 and up) living in all 50 states in the United States. It 

focused on welcoming views about immigration to the 
U.S. and whether it's a critical issue at all. The survey 
looked at how political affiliation, the kind of media some 
respondents digested, race and sometimes age affected the 
answers given. It also asked questions about whether re-
spondents viewed immigration favorably or otherwise. 
While a majority of Americans "support offering immi-
grants living in the U.S. illegally a way to become cit-
izens, provided they meet certain requirements" and 
nearly two-thirds support "allowing immigrants brought 
illegally to the U.S." as children to gain legal resident 
status, white evangelical Protestants and Republicans re-
soundingly do not support those policies, the survey 
found.
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Abortion is the greatest and gravest moral-pastoral issue 
facing the Universal Church

Among the many needs and evils facing the world-
wide church, like poverty, starvation, immigration, and 
others, abortion, as it is designed to brutally destroy the 
weakest and most vulnerable tiny persons, the precious 
children of God, and because of the staggering magnitude 
and unbelievable worldwide numbers of abortions. This 
makes it the most urgent, greatest, and gravest, moral pas-
toral issue facing the universal Catholic church and the 
church in the USA. The statistics about this heartbreaking 
reminder of the huge prevalence of abortion, the inten-
tional killing of the unborn, compiled by the Worldom-
eters indicated there were 42.6 million people worldwide 
— tiny children — who died from abortions in 2021. This 
independent site collects data from government and other 
reputable organizations. In the United States, Planned Par-
enthood and other abortion centers murder close to one 
million precious unborn babies each year. Sadly, statistics 
indicated that most of these are elective abortions. Since 
the Roe v Wade decision in 1973, it is calculated that 63 
million unborn babies have been killed in abortion. And 
sadly, the present presidential administration is constantly 
promoting plans and programs, with taxpayer funding, to 
increase these radical numbers, even infanticide to di-
rectly kill precious little images of God who survive bru-
tal abortions, and even codify abortion as a permanent 
law. When compared to COVID, the number of people 
died from abortion dwarfs the number of COVID deaths. 
Worldometers indicates that about 3.5 million people died 
of COVID in 2021, while the magnitude of abortions is 
increasing worldwide. Alveda King, the niece of the great 
civil rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., proclaims 
that abortion is now the greatest civil rights issue in our 
country. 

The life of every human being truly matters for God, 
their creator and for us as Christians, committed to living 
the Gospel of life of Jesus. Every human being from his 
or her very beginning at conception is a unique living per-
son who has value because he or she is one of a kind, irre-
placeable, made in the image of God. Filled with the love 
and compassion of Jesus for the unborn, our Catholic 
Church and all pro-lifers must adamantly refuse to allow 
our country to sink deeper into the moral abyss of abor-
tion on demand, and we must be repulsed by the thought 
of infanticide, which is now a central component of a 
powerful political block that has no qualms about advo-
cating abortions up to the moment of birth. As recently as 
September 2021, Pope Francis repeatedly said that “abor-
tion is murder” and compared the accepting of abortion to 
“accepting daily murder” around the world. He also spoke 
explicitly against treating precious human life as “waste 
material”. At the same time, Pope Francis stresses the 
closeness, compassion, and tenderness we need to have 

for all women dealing with an abortion decision and offer 
them spiritual, human, and financial means to assist them 
with their many needs, and to encourage them to save 
their babies. For unborn babies, living boys and girls, 
people do not have to be religious to recognize that it has 
been our logic, our constant biblical belief, based on sev-
eral passages of Sacred Scripture, and the constant teach-
ing of our Catholic Church and is now confirmed 
repeatedly by medical scientific research, that human life 
begins at conception. 

As we pray and encourage all Catholics and pro-life 
Christians around the world to join efforts to stop the 
enormous magnitude of abortions, we focus our attention 
on our country and working with our bishops, our priests, 
religious, deacons and all dedicated lay people to make a 
super new effort to pull America back from the brink by 
those who believe in the Constitutional principles of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for all, beginning 
with the tiny persons in their mothers’ wombs. Recent 
court rulings are helping to open the door to finally re-
store reason and compassion to the abortion issue. As fol-
lowers of Jesus, we understand that when a nation 
abandons the conviction that all life matters from it’s very 
beginning, the end result is barbaric. We must now work 
to overcome this result. There is no better word than bar-
baric to describe the efforts of those who constantly con-
tinue to promote the murder of unborn children and those 
born who are breathing, whose hearts are beating. We 
bishops must make a concerted effort as pastors and 
leaders of our people to speak out strongly with a united 
voice, to develop prayer programs, centered on the Eucha-
rist, the constant praying of the rosary in front of abortion 
centers, and to be much more proactive in promoting pas-
toral action, formulating pro-life plans for all the Catholic 
parishes of our country. We must never lose hope that we 
can overcome this barbaric evil, as the Holy Spirit is con-
stantly offering us the wisdom, knowledge, the inspira-
tion, and courage to formulate plans and programs that 
promote strong pro-life education, and pastoral actions at 
many levels. 

Our pastoral actions must include working with gov-

ernment and court agencies at a local, state, and national 
level. As we mark the remembrance of the Supreme Court 
decision on abortion in 1973, we must now more than 
ever promote legal and civil action to overcome this death 
sentence. We need to remember and take action from what 
the Supreme Court admitted in Roe v Wade: “if … person-
hood (for the unborn) is established, the appellant’s case, 
of course, collapses, for the fetus’ right to life is then guar-
anteed specifically by the 14th Amendment.” Based on 
this conditional statement, and the science that has con-
firmed that life begins at conception, the members of the 
Supreme Court are obligated to rescind the decision of 
Roe v Wade. The 14th Amendment to the Constitution 
states: “nor shall any state deprive any person of life, lib-
erty or property, without due process of the law, nor to 
deny any person within its jurisdiction the equal protec-
tion of the law.” Science is now totally clear that human 
life begins at conception when a new human being is 
formed, and the American people must now oppose abor-
tion on demand and want innocent life to be protected 
especially when it is most defenseless. It now belongs to 
Congress if the Supreme Court does not reverse itself to 
resolve the question of when human life begins. For this 
to happen, we must all now support A Life at Conception 
Act, by declaring that unborn children are persons legally 
entitled to constitutional protection. This fact will rescue 
millions of unborn children from dying by abortion on de-
mand. 

We must be very passionate about this life and death 
issue for the precious unborn, as Christ wants us to be. 
Now more than ever working together as co-workers in 
the life vineyard of the Lord, we have the means guided 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit to overcome the ever-in-
creasing magnitude of abortions at a worldwide level and 
right in our own country. We bishops and priests must 
take a more forceful leadership in this regard and follow 
the lead of dear Pope Francis, who is constantly calling us 
to have a new respect for human life at all levels, begin-
ning with the precious unborn. He reminds us that this is 
the preeminent life issue. We keep in mind the inspired 
words of Elizabeth in her Visitation with Mary, who after 
proclaiming to Mary, “most blessed are you among 
women,” then proclaimed, “and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb.” Mary, our model and Mother, wants to teach 
and guide mothers and us how to protect each and every 
precious unborn. Our heavenly Father, the giver of all life, 
extends the same blessing over the womb of every mother 
who is bringing, supported by the father of the infant, into 
our world a precious new child, destined to live forever in 
peace and love with all of us in the heavenly kingdom. 
Our constant pro-life motto then is “choose life for both 
the mother and the child.” 

Bishop Emeritus  
Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI 

 
Diocese of   
San Angelo
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Note: This is the text of a speech by Claire 
Culwell, given at the Texas Rally for Life Jan. 
22 in Austin. 

 
It is such an honor to here with you to share 

my story in the great state of Texas, my home 
state, and my home town of Austin, a state that 
values and fights for life because of voices like 
yours. I’m thankful for Governor Abbott, his will-
ingness to not compromise on the life issue and 
sign into law bills like the Texas Heartbeat Bill 
that has saved countless lives, and the Born Alive 
Infant Protection Act, that protects lives like 
mine. Right now, in Texas, people just like you 
and just like me are walking around as people 
who have been affected by abortion in some way, 
and honestly, I never let that reality sink into my 
mind or into my heart for so long. Not until I real-
ized that I was one of those people who had been 
deeply affected by abortion.  

Maybe you’re someone like me, for the ma-
jority of my life, who had never heard of a baby 
surviving an actual abortion procedure, and that is 
why I am here to share my life experience with 
you.  

As an adopted child, I grew up in an incred-
ible home. My parents, who raised me in the most 
loving way, are here with me today. I knew that 
being adopted was a gift, but never thought about 
my life being a gift (or even a miracle) until I met 
my birth mother. I thought meeting my birth 
mother would answer questions for me — like 
why I had been born at three pounds with a dis-
located hip and club feet and had experienced a 
lifetime of physical complications. I was excited 
to thank my birth mother for my family and my 
life, and I did. But I never could have imagined 
what happened next.  

As I thanked my birth mother, she broke 
down in tears and shared about being pregnant at 
13 years old with me, being told that abortion was 
her only option, being surrounded by adults who 
never once asked her how they could support her 
or what her choice would have been. Instead, she 
was forced to have an abortion that successfully 
aborted my twin but accidentally didn’t abort me. 
It was the most painful experience of her life and 
she had kept it a secret for 21 years, until she met 
me.  

Finding out I was a twinless twin and an abor-
tion survivor was the most life-altering moment 
of my life. It made sense of my medical complica-
tions and so many things in my life, but in that 
moment, as she shared my reality with me, I 
couldn’t even think about that. All I could think 
about were her tears.  

After I went home and began to navigate my 
new reality and what had happened to my birth 
mother, I vowed to use my experience to encour-
age women like my birth mother, who are desper-
ately looking for someone to walk alongside them 
and tell them that can do it, they are strong 
enough, and they are worthy. 

I realized that my existence defies the narra-
tive that abortion supporters use because my very 
existence, my humanity, exposes the humanity of 
the unborn child. Because when you look at my 
face, you see the face of my twin who was dis-
membered in the womb next to me. My life is a 
window to the womb, and I believe that God 
wrote my story for such a time as this.  

We are not living in a time where we can af-
ford to stay silent, stay in our comfort zones, or 
refuse to speak truth. Not when it means life or 
death for someone like me, someone like my 
twin.  

Just like I had a choice to stand on this stage 
and share about the most uncomfortable, painful 
truth of my life, you have a choice today. Don’t 
just come to a rally once a year. Choose to be a 
person of integrity, a person who doesn’t compro-
mise on issues that matter to the heart of God, 
boldly stands for life and things that are wise and 
true, and who walks alongside women like my 
birth mother and families like mine. It matters for 
generations to come, like my children who are 
standing with me today, and who wouldn’t have a 
mother if I hadn’t survived my birth mother’s 
abortion.  

Right here, right now in our great state of 
Texas, let’s set the example for the rest of the 
country and the rest of the world, that we will not 
compromise and we will continue to fight for 
TRUTH and for LIFE. 

An abortion  

survivor shares 

her story

Diocese showed love for life in January

West Texas Angelus 
 

Jan. 22, 2022, marked the 49th anni-
versary of the Supreme Court’s Roe vs. 
Wade decision and the legal abortion that 
followed. To mark this anniversary and 
show support for its reversal, as well as 
other pro-life causes, the people of the Di-
ocese of San Angelo gathered in prayer. 

On Thursday, Jan. 20, Bishop Michael 
J. Sis led a holy hour for life at the Cathe-
dral Church of the Sacred Heart in San 
Angelo.  

The following day saw silent prayer 
around the diocese, including in front of 
the Tom Green County Courthouse during 
the lunch hour. All five parishes in San 
Angelo were represented in the crowd. At 
the beginning of the gathering, Bishop 

Michael Sis passed on word, relayed to 
him by San Angelo-area pro-life coordi-
nator Stephanie Socha, that the effort to 
name San Angelo a sanctuary city for the 
unborn had met a significant milestone. 
Enough signatures had officially been col-
lected for the motion to be considered as a 
ballot initiative. It is likely that the issue 
will be on the ballot in the November 
2022 municipal elections. 

After hearing this news, the gathered 
faithful stood in silent prayer for the re-
mainder of the lunch hour. 

Later in the day on Jan. 21, the 
Knights of Columbus led a rosary proces-
sion in downtown San Angelo before a di-
ocesan pro-life Mass at the cathedral. 

In his homily at the pro-life Mass, 
Bishop Sis linked the Mass to a Martin 

Luther King Day celebration he had at-
tended earlier in the week. Both are issues 
of human dignity, the bishop said, and 
“whether it is on the basis of race, or on 
the basis of being in the womb, it is wrong 
to deny someone’s human rights and dig-
nity.” God has given all humans, “born or 
unborn, black or white, rich or poor, con-
venient or not,” with the natural human 
right to life. 

Bishop Sis went on to lament the 
abortion rate in the United States and how 
it ranks against other countries in the 
world. He also recounted recent occasions 
when Pope Francis has said that abortion 
is murder. But the church, Bishop Sis said, 
“must be more than just pointing a finger 
at sin.” 

Bishop Sis highlighted programs like 

the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops’ 
Walking with Moms in Need as necessary 
to “offer a network of care and practical 
support.” Other efforts the bishop men-
tioned, like Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats 
and support groups at Pregnancy Resource 
Centers, offer healing and support for 
those who have had an abortion. Bishop 
Sis also thanked diocesan pro-life director 
Jerry Peters and local coordinators Step-
hanie Socha, Deacon Edward Gonzales, 
Faustino Rodriguez, and Jim Sulliman for 
their work in promoting a pro-life church. 

Bright and early the next day, Sat-
urday, Jan. 22, busses and caravans set out 
from the major cities in the diocese to 
converge on the capitol building in Austin 
for the Texas Rally for Life, before return-
ing home later in the day. 

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Faithful from all parishes in town gathered to pray for an end to abortion on the steps of the Tom Green County Courthouse Jan. 21.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

The Knights of Columbus led a rosary procession in downtown San Angelo before 
the diocesan pro-life Mass at the Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart Jan. 21.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS
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Bishop Michael Sis (arms spread) was the main celebrant at 
the diocesan pro-life Mass Jan. 21 at the Cathedral Church of 
the Sacred Heart in San Angelo. The concelebrating priests 
were (left to right) Father Yesuratnam Mulakaleti, Father Ryan 
Rojo, and Father Joseph Choutapalli.

Bishop Michael Sis offered Benediction with the Blessed Sac-
rament during a holy hour for life Jan. 20 at the Cathedral 
Church of the Sacred Heart.

COURTESY

COURTESY

Bishop Emeritus Michael Pfeifer and Bishop Michael Sis 
greeted Texas Governor Greg Abbott at the Texas Rally for 
Life in Austin Jan. 22.

Participants from the Diocese of San Angelo traveled to the capitol building in Austin Jan 22 for the Texas Rally for Life.
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Ash Wednesday: Return to me
I spotted him sitting there as I hurried across the 

street, his head nodding from exhaustion and his light 
jacket doing little to shelter him from the biting cold. 

I nearly passed right by, as I almost always do, but I 
felt an urge that I just couldn't shake: Talk to him. So I 
crouched down till we were face-to-face. 

"Excuse me, can I get you something? A coffee or 
anything?" I asked. His head snapped up and I motioned 
to the bagel shop he was sitting near. 

"Oh, yes! A bacon, egg and cheese on an everything 
bagel, please." 

"Of course. I'm Emma, what's your name?" 
"Steve," he replied, as he reached out his hand to 

shake mine. 
I soon delivered his sandwich, we chatted for a bit and 

I went on my way. 
My brief encounter with Steve has been echoing in 

my mind ever since. There he was, frigid and spent as he 

sat on the concrete, a humble cardboard sign in his hands 
and an empty paper cup before him. 

He was fighting to stay awake, and I wondered how 
long it had been since he had gotten a full night's sleep. 

Three things stand out to me: He knew exactly what 
he wanted, right away. He wasn't afraid, ashamed or em-
barrassed to ask for it. And he expected, in full con-

fidence, that he would receive it. 
We have so much to learn from the poor. 
God's invitation to each of us today is this: Return to 

me. "Even now," he urges, "return to me with your whole 
heart, with fasting, and weeping, and mourning. Rend 
your hearts, not your garments, and return to the Lord, 
your God" (Jl 2:12-13). 

I suppose there are as many ways to return to God as 
there are people on this earth, but I would propose just 
one: Let us recognize that we poor in spirit. 

"Naked I came forth from my mother's womb," cries 
Job, faced with crippling loss, "and naked shall I go back 
there" (Jb 1:21). We'll hear that message echoed this Ash 
Wednesday as we receive that blackened cross on our 
foreheads: "Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return." 

 
See DICKINSON, Page 19 

Emma Dickinson 
Catholic News Service 

 
Faith Alive
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From slavery to sainthood
She was a young Sudanese girl, about 6 or 7 years 

old, living a close family life in a tribal community when 
she was kidnapped by slave traders in 1876 or 1877. Her 
childhood turned into a nightmare. The slave master gave 
her a new name, “Bakhita,” which means “the lucky 
one.” It was the custom to re-name slaves so that they 
would forget their previous lives entirely. Kathleen Jones 
writes in Women Saints that in the next several years 
Bakhita was sold five more times in the slave markets of 
El Obeid and Khartoum, Sudan. She never saw her 
family again.  

One of her first masters was an Arab chief and Bak-
hita became a maid to his daughter. The daughter liked 
her but Bakhita somehow offended the son. Years later, 
she described the beating the son gave her. It was so se-
vere that she lost consciousness and took a month to re-
cover. 

Bakhita was sold again to the household of a Turkish 
general. His wife decided to have all her slaves tattooed, 
a traditional mark of ownership. Years later Bakhita de-
scribed what happened: “A woman skilled in this cruel 
art (tattooing) came to the general’s house. . . our mis-
tress stood behind us, whip in hand. The woman had a 
dish of white flour, a dish of salt and a razor. . . When 
she had made her patterns; the woman took the razor and 
made incisions along the lines. Salt was poured into each 
of the wounds. . . My face was spared, but six patterns 
were designed on my breasts, and 60 more on my belly 
and arms. I thought I would die, especially when salt was 
poured in the wounds…it was a miracle of God I didn’t 
die.”  

In 1883, she was purchased by Callisto Legnani, the 
Italian vice-consul. He took her to Italy where she be-

came a nursemaid to the small daughter of the consul’s 
friend, Augusto Michieli. 

Bakhita was treated well in Italy and grew to love the 
country. When her employers returned to Sudan, she and 
her small charge lived at a Catholic boarding school run 
by the Canossian Sisters, the Daughters of Charity. Bak-
hita next went to live with the Sisters of the Institute of 
the Catechumens in Venice.  

Bakhita began to learn about the Catholic faith and in 
1890 she was baptized and took the name Josephine 
Margaret. She was drawn to the religious life and ex-
pressed her desire to enter the convent, but Signora Mi-
chieli opposed Josephine’s plan and claimed ownership 
of her.  

Editor Bernard Bangley writes in Butler’s Lives of 
the Saints that she asked the cardinal patriarch of Venice 
to order Bakhita to leave the convent. He consulted the 
king’s procurator who stated that slavery was illegal in 
Italy and Josephine was free to make her own choice. 
She joined the novitiate of the Canossian sisters in 1893 
and was received into the order in 1896. In 1902 she was 
sent to the Canossian house at Schio where the Sisters 

ran a school. 
Josephine spent the next 50 years living a life of 

strict poverty being a cook, gate keeper, keeper of linens, 
sacristan, and a gentle presence to all who came to the 
convent for help. The pupils called her “Sister Moretta,” 
the little brown sister.  

She began to write a short story of her life in 1902 at 
the request of her superior. People who read the account 
when it was published in 1930 theorized that she came 
from the Darfur region of western Sudan and possibly 
from the Dafu tribe. Her family was never traced. 

Josephine longed to be a missionary and to bring the 
gospel to her own people. But this was not possible. In-
stead, she traveled throughout Italy telling her story and 
raising money for the missions. She came back to her 
convent at Schio during World War II and died in 1947. 

She was beatified in 1992 by Pope John Paul II. And 
in 1993, Josephine Bakhita finally returned home. Pope 
John Paul II carried her relics to Khartoum on his 10th 
Apostolic Pilgrimage to Africa. Her portrait hangs in the 
cathedral at Khartoum. 

She was canonized on Oct. 1, 2000, by Pope John 
Paul II at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. She is thought to 
be the only saint originally from Sudan. She is the pa-
troness of Sudan, South Sudan, and of human trafficking 
survivors. Burns writes that she has become a symbol of 
resistance and hope for Christians in Sudan and for 
women and people oppressed in general. The people of 
Africa’s Sudan know Josephine Bakhita as “nostra 
Madre Moretta” (our black mother). 

- - - 
Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the 

West Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

‘They look but they do not see’
I remember the words of the oncologist who 

was treating my Dad for cancer in 1963. He 
said that with all the money that was being 
poured into research, he was just hoping to give 
my father more time because a cure could come 
any day. Decades later, cancer, along with heart 
disease and strokes, continues to remain high 
on the list regarding causes of death in the 
United States each year. While research and 
medical treatments continue to wage war 
against these “killers,” there are other more 
deadly conditions that never make it anywhere 
on such lists. 

Warn though they may about bodily de-
stroyers, spiritual deaths in America merit very 
little attention. Although one can look, one 
never sees a “top ten list” of those things that 
have led to spiritual deaths, with eternal con-
sequences. While “sin” holds the number one 
position, other “variants” must be exposed be-
cause the damage they do is significant. 

You do not have to look very far to see the 
ravages brought about by self-centeredness. Our 
desire for immediate gratification has given rise 
to enormous spiritual agitation as a host of false 
gods are worshipped in the forms of posses-
sions, money, media, pleasure, fame, power, 
and entertainment. The average American now 
has an indebtedness that would stagger the 
imagination of “The Greatest Generation,” who 
made sacrifices on a daily basis while living 
through the Great Depression and World War II. 
Instead of using the money we have to find 
ways to help people grow closer to God and de-
velop our charitable support of others, too often 
it is used to separate ourselves from others. We 
forget that when this life is over, it will not be 
what we have amassed for ourselves that will 
count, but rather what we have done for others. 
Peter (1 Pt, 4:7-10) could not make it clearer: 

“The end of all things is at hand. Therefore, 
be serious and sober for prayers. Above all, let 
your love for one another be intense, because 
love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to 
one another without complaining. As each one 
has received a gift, use it to serve one another 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 

Now we turn to another cause of spiritual 
deaths … the great rise in rationalism. This 
malady, which is the original seduction of Eve 
and Adam, has been passed down through the 
succeeding years. It manifests itself each time 
we hear God’s words telling us where true love, 
peace, and happiness lies and then decide “ra-
tionally” that we know better and it is “our 
will” which should be done. By engaging in 
thoughts, words, and actions that are contrary to 
the giver of life, we move towards evil, the 
cause of all death. 

Of course, no list of spiritual ailments 
would be complete without the desire to eradi-
cate pain and suffering from our lives at all 
costs. Not only is this mindset responsible for 

widespread alcohol and drug abuse, (even the 
misuse of prescription drugs is a leading cause 
of death in the United States), but it also is a re-
flection of the aforementioned irrational idea 
that people and the world should be the way we 
want it to be. Jesus has taught us that if we fol-
low in his footsteps, we can expect pain and 
suffering … not exactly the sales pitch that ad-
vertising professionals would be likely to pres-
ent. Death to self-will can be extremely painful 
but it is the only way for us to be in communion 
with the Divine Will. Avoid such pain and 
maintain the illusion of an earthly paradise or 
die to self and embrace eternal love. 

Tumultuous spiritual conditions are being 
brought about today by these three killers. In 
one way or another, they disrupt the peace 
which our Father wants for us. In one way or 
another they do so by separating us from him. 

Times are rapidly changing, and the pace at 
which information is shared and decisions are 
made is rapidly increasing. More and more 
people feel like things are totally out of control, 
like a car with failed brakes headed toward a 
precipice. 

More and more are also becoming unwill-
ing to take that ride, opting instead for a life 
built upon a foundation of love, faith, and 
prayer. 

Ahead of all Christians lie two options. 
When the time came for the apostles to “prac-
tice what they preached,” and stand up for Jesus 
and what he taught them even if it meant losing 
their earthly lives, all but one abandoned him. 
John was a young man in the company of Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, who undoubtedly protected 
him, and the other Mary. There were many who 
did a great job of “talking the talk” but few with 
the courage and fortitude to “walk the walk.” It 
is no different for us today. We must try hard to 
discount what a corrupted world teaches us and 
discover the “total serenity of spiritual serenity” 
offered through the sacraments, adoration, and 
the rosary. “Whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it” (Mt 16-25). 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman, a graduate of Rutgers 

University and Florida State University, has 50 
years’ experience in individual, marriage, and 
family therapy. He is also the Abilene-area pro-
life coordinator for the Diocese of San Angelo.

James R.  
Sulliman, PhD

Pope to meet university 

students as part of  

synodal process
By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 
 

ROME (CNS) — Highlighting the importance of a church that truly 
listens, Pope Francis will participate in a virtual meeting hosted by 
Loyola University in Chicago with students from North, Central and 
South America. 

The Feb. 24 virtual meeting, titled "Building Bridges: A Synodal 
Encounter between Pope Francis and University Students," will be an 
opportunity to "address the salient challenges of our times," the univer-
sity's website said. 

"The pope will dialogue with these university students who will 
share concrete educational projects that seek to justly transform envi-
ronmental and economic realities," as well as discuss the challenges of 
migration, it said. 

Speaking with Catholic News Service Jan. 28, Michael Murphy, di-
rector of Loyola's Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage, 
said he and several colleagues, including Emilce Cuda, an official at the 
Pontifical Commission for Latin America, discussed the idea of an 
event for university students in preparation for the upcoming Synod of 
Bishops on synodality. 

In November, he said, while discussing possible speakers for the 
event, "we kind of joked, 'Hey, let's see if Pope Francis is free.'" 

Unbeknownst to them, Cuda presented the idea to Pope Francis who 
agreed to participate. 

It was "not a whim on his part," because it fits his vision and prior-
ities, Murphy said. "We knew that so many universities have been ask-
ing him, 'What is our role and how can we support'" the synodal 
process. 

In preparation for the virtual meeting, students were divided into 
seven regional groups from North, Central and South America to talk 
about the thoughts, questions and dreams they would like to discuss 
with the pope, he said. 

"I think it accomplishes what Pope Francis is trying to do: to be a 
listening church," Murphy told CNS. "We want to make sure other stu-
dents feel invited, too, and not be so exclusive in this." 

While the discussions will focus on issues ranging from migration 
to climate change, he said, bringing the young adults from different re-
gions is important in itself, especially at a time of increased division, 
including because of the digital revolution. 

He also hoped it would help build a bridge between the two con-
tinents where, often, colonial and indigenous "past and present collide." 

"What the pope wants to do is look at boundaries and see what we 
know and to remove as much as we can; to say, 'Let us walk together,' 
conscious of the brokenness of the past, but hopeful in the present," he 
said. 

Murphy told CNS he hopes the meeting will address the increasing 
polarization and "the sense of exceptionalism" that prevents one from 
listening to the needs and wants of others. 

"I'm not trying to dismantle everything," Murphy said. "I'm just 
saying let's get real. The church is the living body of Christ. And it's not 
some 16th-century enterprise, even though that is an important part of 
its tradition." 

"My dad always said, 'You have two ears and one mouth for a rea-
son,'" he said. "So, if we can unclog our two ears and listen better, I 
think that would be a good result." 

- - - 
Follow Arocho on Twitter: @arochoju



Page 14 FEBRUARY 2022 The Angelus

Catholic Voices

‘The Ten Commandments’ and our pathetic attention span
I like to watch old movies. Over the past several 

months, I’ve watched (or re-visited) a number of Alfred 
Hitchcock thrillers, some screwball comedies from the 
thirties and forties, and a couple of film-noir classics. Last 
week, over the course of three evenings, I managed to get 
through the three hours and forty minutes (yes, you read 
that correctly) of the Charlton Heston version of The Ten 
Commandments from 1956. With delight, I took in the still 
marvelous technicolor, the over-the-top costumes, the won-
derfully corny faux-Shakespearean dialogue, and the 
hammy acting that is, one might say, so bad that it’s good. 
But what especially struck me was the sheer length of the 
film. Knowing that it required a rather extraordinary act of 
attention on the part of its audience, it is astonishing to re-
member that it was wildly popular, easily the most success-
ful movie of its time. It is estimated that, adjusted for 
inflation, it earned a box office of roughly two billion dol-
lars. Would moviegoers today, I wondered, ever be able to 
muster the patience required to make a film like The Ten 
Commandments equally popular today? I think the question 
answers itself. 

The coming together of daunting length and popularity 
then put me in mind of a number of other examples of this 
combination from cultural history. In the nineteenth-cen-
tury, the novels of Charles Dickens were so sought after 
that ordinary Londoners waited in long lines for chapters as 
they were published in serial form. And let’s face it: not a 
lot happens in Dickens novels, by which I mean very few 
things blow up; there are no alien invasions; no snappy 
one-liners uttered by the heroes before they blow away the 
bad guys. For the most part, they consist of lengthy conver-
sations among fascinating and quirky characters. Much the 
same can be said of the novels and stories of Dostoevsky. 
Though there is indeed a murder and a police investigation 
at the heart of the plot of The Brothers Karamazov, for the 
vast majority of that famous novel, Dostoevsky arranges 
various characters in drawing rooms for pages and pages 
and pages of dialogue on matters political, cultural, and re-
ligious. During that same period, Abraham Lincoln and 

Stephen Douglas engaged in a series of debates on the 
vexed issue of slavery in America. They spoke for hours at 
a time — and in an intellectually elevated manner. If you 
doubt me, look up the texts online. Their audiences were 
not cultural elites or students of political philosophy, but 
rather ordinary Illinois farmers, who stood in the mud, gave 
their full attention, and strained to hear the orators’ unam-
plified voices. Could you even begin to imagine an Ameri-
can crowd today willing to stand for a comparable length of 
time and listen to complex presentations on public policy 
— and for that matter, could you imagine any American 
politician willing or able to speak at Lincolnian length and 
depth? Once again, the questions answer themselves. 

Why this look back at modes and styles of communica-
tion from another age? Because by contrast ours seem so 
impoverished! I certainly understand the value of social 
media and I readily use them in my evangelical work, but at 
the same time, I am acutely aware of how they have less-
ened our attention span and capacity for sophisticated con-
versation and real advance toward the truth. Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, and especially Twitter specialize in 
flashy headlines, misleading titles, simplistic characteriza-
tions of an opponent’s position, sound bites in place of ar-
guments, and mean-spirited rhetoric. Just dip into the 
comment boxes on any of these sites, and you’ll immedi-
ately see what I mean. A favorite technique on social media 
is to take a phrase or even a single word of a person’s argu-
ment, wrench it out of context, give it the worst possible in-

terpretation, and then splash one’s outrage all over the inter-
net. Everything has to be fast, easily digested, simple to un-
derstand, black and white — because we have to get clicks 
on our site, and it’s a dog-eat-dog world. What worries me 
is that an entire generation has come of age conditioned by 
this mode of communication and hence is largely incapable 
of summoning the patience and attention required for intel-
ligent engagement of complex issues. I noticed this, by the 
way, in my nearly twenty years of teaching in the seminary. 
Over those two decades, it became increasingly difficult to 
get my students to read, say, a hundred pages of St. Augus-
tine’s Confessions or of Plato’s Republic. Especially in 
more recent years, they would say, "Father, I just can’t con-
centrate that long." Well, the auditors of the Lincoln-Doug-
las debates could, and so could the readers of Dickens, and 
so even could those who sat through The Ten Command-
ments sixty-some years ago. 

So as not to end on a down note, permit me to draw 
your attention to what I consider a real sign of hope. In just 
the last couple of years, there has been a trend in the direc-
tion of long-form podcasts that are attracting huge au-
diences of young people. Joe Rogan, who hosts one of the 
most popular shows in the country, speaks to his guests for 
upwards of three hours, and he gets millions of views. In 
the past year, I have appeared on two podcasts with Jordan 
Peterson, each one in excess of two hours and featuring 
pretty high-level discourse. The first one has reached just 
shy of one million views, and the second, published three 
weeks ago, has already surpassed five hundred thousand 
views. 

Perhaps we’re turning a corner. Perhaps young people 
have tired of vituperative sound bites and superficial 
pseudo-intellectualism. To encourage this trend, I would 
like to invite all of you to use much less social media — 
and maybe pick up The Brothers Karamazov. 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary bishop of the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the founder of Word on 
Fire Catholic Ministries.

Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Word on Fire 
Ministries

What we do in private
No one is an island; indeed, no one is ever really 

alone. If you are a person of faith or even just someone 
with a highly attuned intuitive sense, you will know that 
there is no such thing as a truly private act, for good or 
bad. Everything we do, no matter how private, affects 
others. We aren’t isolated monads whose private thoughts 
and acts have no effect on anyone else. We know this, 
and not just from our faith. We know it intuitively by 
what we sense in our lives. 

How do we sense what lies hidden in the privacy of 
other people’s lives? Conversely, how does what happens 
in the privacy of our own lives affect others?  

We don’t have a metaphysics, a phenomenology, or a 
science through which we can tease this out explicitly. 
We just know it is true. What we do in the private re-
cesses of our hearts and minds is in some ways sensed by 
others. Every religion worthy of the name teaches this, 
namely that we are all in some real, mystical, symbiotic 
communion with each other where ultimately nothing is 
truly private. This belief is shared by basically all the 
great world religions — Christianity, Hinduism, Bud-
dhism, Islam, Taoism, and American and African Native 
religions. No religion allows for a private sin that does 
not affect the whole community. 

This explains some of Jesus’ teachings. Jesus teaches 
that it’s not only our outward actions that help or hurt 
others; it’s also our innermost thoughts. For him, not only 
may we not do harm to someone we hate, we may not 
even think hateful thoughts about him in our private 
thoughts. Likewise it not enough to discipline ourselves 
sexually so as to not commit adultery, we have to even 
discipline the erotic thoughts we have about others.  

Why? What’s the harm in private thoughts? It is more 
than the danger that if we think certain bad thoughts 
about others we will eventually act them out (true though 

this may be). What is at issue is something deeper, some-
thing contained explicitly in the Christian notion of the 
Body of Christ. 

As Christians, we believe that we are all members of 
one living organism, the Body of Christ, and that our 
union with each other is more than metaphorical. It is 
real, as real as the physicality of a living body. We are not 
a corporation, but a living body, a living organism, where 
all parts affect all other parts. Hence, just as in a live 
body, healthy enzymes help bring health to the whole 
body, and infected and cancerous cells threaten the health 
of the whole body, so too inside the Body of Christ. What 
we do in private is still inside the body. Consequently, 
when we do virtuous things, even in private, like a 
healthy enzyme, we help strengthen the immune system 
within the whole body. Conversely, when we are unfaith-
ful, when we are selfish, when we sin, no matter that this 
is only done in private, like an infected or cancerous cell, 
we are helping break down the immune system in the 
body. Both healthy enzymes and harmful cancer cells 
work in secret, below the surface. 

This has important implications for our private lives. 
Simply put, nothing we think or do in private does not 
have an effect on others. Our private thoughts and ac-

tions, like healthy enzymes or infected cells, affect the 
health of the body, either strengthening or weakening its 
immune system. When we are faithful, we help bring 
health to the body; when we are unfaithful, we are an in-
fected cell challenging the immune system within the 
body. 

Whether we are faithful or unfaithful in private af-
fects others, and this is not something that is abstract or 
mystical. For example, a spouse knows when his or her 
partner is unfaithful, irrespective of whether or not the af-
fair is exposed. Moreover, the spouse knows this not just 
because there may be subtle betrayals of the infidelity in 
the other’s body language and behavior. No, she knows 
this at a gut level, inchoately, mystically, because in some 
dark inexplicable way she senses the betrayal as a strain 
on the health and integrity of their marriage. This may 
sound more metaphorical than real, but I invite you to 
check it out in life. We feel infidelity. 

We know some things consciously and others uncon-
sciously. We know certain things through observation and 
others intuitively. We know through our heads, our 
hearts, and our guts, and through all three of these fac-
ulties, sometimes (because inside of a body all parts af-
fect each other) we know something because we sense it 
as either a tension or a comfort inside our soul. There are 
no private acts. Our private acts, like our public ones, are 
either bringing health or disease to the community.  

I leave the last words to the poets: If you are here 
faithfully, you bring great blessing. (Parker Palmer)  If 
you are here unfaithfully, you bring great harm. (Rumi)  

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, 

and award-winning author. He can be contacted through 
his website: www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser. 

Father Ron  
Rolheiser

Latin America fired up about synodality
Latin American and Spanish-speaking Caribbean 

Catholics are walking the walk in their embrace of syn-
odality as a grammar to discern what it means to be an 
evangelizing church today. They are doing it in a true 
spirit of communion and are visibly led by their bishops. 

This past November 2021, hundreds of representa-
tives from every country in Latin America and the Spa-
nish-speaking Caribbean countries gathered for a full 
week to talk about dreams, visions, and challenges for the 
church in the continent. It was the first Ecclesial As-
sembly of Latin America and the Caribbean, sponsored by 
the Latin American bishops' council. 

A core group met in Mexico City, yet the vast major-
ity joined via videoconference. We often complain about 
how burdensome a two- or three-hour meeting on Zoom 
can be. Well, try a full week, starting at 9 a.m. until about 

9 p.m. each day! I was one of the participants. 
Yes, people took breaks and not everyone had to be 

glued to their screens for 12 straight hours. However, as 
soon as I joined the conversation, I did not want to miss a 
moment! The energy of the participants was contagious. 

The conversations were profoundly engaging. 
Much can be highlighted about this ecclesial as-

sembly. The range of topics discussed was wide and di-
verse. Think of almost anything that may concern 
Catholics when talking about evangelization, including 
controversial topics, and you could hear about that in the 
different conversations. 

Participants were organized in "discernment groups." 
That is where the most exciting interactions took place. 
Lay women and men, vowed religious, bishops, priests 
and deacons together in dialogue. Ecclesial ranking or 
years of ministerial experience did not seem that relevant. 

I want to commend the many bishops, including car-
dinals, who participated. Sometimes bishops attend this  
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Lo que hacemos en privado
Nadie es una isla; en realidad, nadie 

está solo. Si eres una persona de fe o in-
cluso alguien con un sentido intuitivo alta-
mente afinado, sabrás que no hay cosa 
como un acto verdaderamente privado, 
para bien y para mal. Todo lo que hace-
mos, sin importar lo privado que sea, 
afecta a los demás. No somos mónadas 
aisladas cuyos pensamientos y actos priva-
dos carezcan de efectos en algún otro. 
Sabemos esto, y no sólo por nuestra fe. Lo 
sabemos intuitivamente por lo que senti-
mos en nuestras vidas. 

¿Cómo captamos lo que se halla 
oculto en la privacidad de las vidas de 
otras personas? Recíprocamente, ¿cómo 
afecta a otros lo que acontece en la priva-
cidad de nuestras propias vidas? 

No tenemos una metafísica, una fe-
nomenología ni una ciencia a través de las 
cuales podamos rastrear esto explícita-
mente. Sólo sabemos que es verdad. Lo 
que hacemos en los fondos privados de 
nuestros corazones y mentes es de alguna 
manera captado por otros. Cualquier reli-
gión digna de tal nombre enseña esto, a 
saber, que todos estamos en alguna real, 
mística y simbiótica comunión de unos 
con otros donde en definitiva nada es ver-
daderamente privado. Esta creencia es 
compartida básicamente por todas las 
grandes religiones del mundo: Cristian-
ismo, Hinduismo, Budismo, Islamismo, 
Taoísmo y religiones nativas americanas y 
africanas. Ninguna religión admite un pe-
cado privado que no afecte a la comunidad 
entera. 

 Esto aclara algunas enseñanzas de 
Jesús. Jesús enseña que no son sólo nues-
tras acciones externas las que ayudan o 
hacen daño a otros; son también nuestros 
pensamientos más recónditos. Para él, no 
sólo debemos evitar hacer daño a alguien 
a quien odiamos; ni siquiera debemos 
tener malévolos pensamientos contra él en 
nuestros pensamientos privados. De igual 
modo, es insuficiente educarnos sexual-
mente para no cometer adulterio; incluso 
tenemos que educar los pensamientos 
eróticos que tenemos respecto a otros. 

¿Por qué? ¿Qué daño hay en los pen-
samientos privados? No es sólo el peligro 
de que, si tenemos ciertos malos pen-
samientos respecto a otros, al fin los reali-
zamos (por verdadero que esto pueda ser). 
Lo que está en peligro es algo más pro-
fundo, algo contenido explícitamente en la 
noción cristiana del Cuerpo de Cristo. 

Como cristianos, creemos que todos 
somos miembros de un organismo viv-
iente, el Cuerpo de Cristo, y que nuestra 
unión con cada uno es más que metafór-
ica. Es real, tan real como la condición fí-
sica de un cuerpo viviente. No somos una 
corporación, sino un cuerpo viviente, un 
organismo viviente, donde todas las partes 
afectan a todas las otras partes. De aquí 
que, exactamente como en un cuerpo vivo, 
las enzimas saludables ayudan a traer 
salud al cuerpo entero, y las células infec-
tadas y cancerosas amenazan la salud de 
todo el cuerpo; así también en el Cuerpo 
de Cristo. Lo que hacemos en privado está 

aún dentro del cuerpo. Consecuentemente, 
cuando hacemos cosas virtuosas, aun en 
privado, al igual que una enzima salud-
able, ayudamos a fortalecer el sistema in-
munitario del cuerpo entero. Por el 
contrario, cuando somos infieles, cuando 
somos egoístas, cuando pecamos -no im-
porta que esto sea hecho sólo en privado- 
al igual que una célula infectada y cance-
rosa, estamos ayudando a destruir el sis-
tema inmunitario del cuerpo. Así las 
enzimas saludables, como las células noci-
vas del cáncer, trabajan en secreto, bajo la 
superficie. 

Esto tiene importantes implicaciones 
para nuestras vidas privadas. Dicho sim-
plemente, nada de lo que pensamos o 
hacemos en privado deja de tener un 
efecto en otros. Nuestros pensamientos y 
acciones privados, como las enzimas sa-
ludables o las células infectadas, afectan a 
la salud del cuerpo, sea fortaleciendo o sea 
debilitando su sistema inmunitario. 
Cuando somos fieles, ayudamos a traer 
salud al cuerpo; cuando somos infieles, 
somos una célula infectada que desafía al 
sistema inmunitario que hay en el interior 
del cuerpo. 

Tanto si somos fieles como si somos 
infieles en privado afecta a otros, y esto 
no es algo que resulte abstracto ni místico. 
Por ejemplo, un cónyuge conoce cuando 
su pareja es infiel, al margen de si el 
asunto es manifiesto. Además, el cónyuge 
sabe esto no sólo porque puede ser que 
haya sutiles delaciones de la infidelidad en 
el lenguaje y conducta del cuerpo del otro. 
No, conoce esto a nivel visceral, incip-
iente y místicamente, porque en cierto 
modo oscuro e inexplicable, siente la trai-
ción como una lesión en la salud e integri-
dad de su matrimonio. Esto puede sonar 
más metafórica que realmente, pero os in-
vito a examinarlo en la vida. Sentimos la 
infidelidad. 

Algunas cosas las sabemos conscien-
temente, y otras inconscientemente. Con-
ocemos ciertas cosas por observación, y 
otras intuitivamente. Conocemos a través 
de nuestra cabeza, nuestros corazones y 
nuestras entrañas; y a través de todas estas 
tres facultades, a veces (porque dentro de 
un cuerpo todas partes afectan a cada una) 
conocemos algo porque lo sentimos como 
una tensión o un alivio en nuestra alma. 
No hay actos privados. Nuestros actos, 
tanto los privados como los públicos, traen 
ya salud ya enfermedad a la comunidad. 

Reservo las últimas palabras a los po-
etas: Si estás aquí fielmente, traes gran 
bendición (Parker Palmer). Si estás aquí 
infielmente, traes gran daño (Rumi).

Padre Ron  
Rolheiser

La iglesia en América Latina 
se mueve con fervor sinodal

Los católicos latinoamericanos y 
caribeños de habla hispana están de-
mostrando un compromiso inigualable 
a medida que abrazan un espíritu si-
nodal en su discernir sobre lo que sig-
nifica ser iglesia evangelizadora hoy 
en día. Lo están haciendo en un pro-
fundo sentido de comunión y con el 
acompañamiento visible de sus obi-
spos. 

El pasado noviembre del 2021, 
cientos de representantes de todos los 
países latinoamericanos y del caribe 
de habla hispana se reunieron por una 
semana para hablar de sueños, ilu-
siones y desafíos para la iglesia en el 
continente. Fue la primera Asamblea 
Eclesial de América Latina y el Ca-
ribe, convocada por el Consejo Epis-
copal Latinoamericano y Caribeño. 

Un grupo de participantes se re-
unió en Ciudad de México, pero la 
mayoría se unió a la conversación vía 
videoconferencia. Muchas veces nos 
quejamos de lo difícil que una reun-
ión de dos o tres horas en Zoom 
puede ser. Bueno, ¡qué tal reunirse de 
esta manera durante toda una semana, 
comenzando a las 9:00 a.m. hasta las 
9:00 p.m. cada día! Tuve la oportuni-
dad de ser uno de los participantes. 

Por supuesto, las personas en la 
reunión tomamos descanso y no tenía-
mos que estar frente a una pantalla 
por doce horas. Sin embargo, ¡cuando 
me uní a la conversación el primer 
día, no quería perderme un momento! 
La energía de los participantes era 
contagiosa. Las conversaciones de 
una riqueza y profundidad espectacu-
lares. 

Es mucho lo que pudiera resaltar 
de esta asamblea eclesial. La variedad 
de temas discutidos fue amplia y di-
versa. Básicamente todo tema que 
puede preocupar a una persona cató-
lica al hablar de evangelización, in-
cluyendo temas controversiales, fue 
parte de las distintas conversaciones. 

Los participantes fuimos organi-
zados en "grupos de discernimiento". 
Fue allí en donde creo que ocurrieron 
las mejores interacciones. Laicos, re-
ligiosas y religiosas, obispos, sacer-
dotes y diáconos juntos en diálogo. 
En verdad, el rango eclesial o los años 
de experiencia ministerial no fueron 
de mucha importancia. Estábamos allí 
como bautizados y discípulos. 

Resalto el hecho de que muchos 
obispos participaron en la asamblea, 
incluyendo cardenales. A veces los 
obispos llegan a esta clase de reun-
iones por un momento breve y luego 
se van para enfocarse en otras respon-
sabilidades. Casi todos los obispos en 
esta asamblea se quedaron durante la 
semana entera, la mayoría acompa-
ñando desde sus computadores. Escu-
charon y contribuyeron como 
cualquier otro participante. 

¿Por qué resalto el papel de los 
obispos? Porque ellos como pastores 
pueden hacer que las cosas se muevan 
a nivel nacional y local — o no. Los 
obispos juegan un papel crucial en el 
proceso de discernimiento eclesial. 

La asamblea identificó un buen 
número de desafíos pastorales que se-
guramente ocuparán la mente y el co-
razón de líderes y comunidades en los 
próximos años. La reunión también 
modeló la pedagogía y el tono que 
otras conversaciones eclesiales po-
siblemente seguirán en el futuro. La 
experiencia reafirmó la sabiduría y la 
validez del diálogo sinodal como un 
proceso que puede generar un nuevo 
fervor evangelizador en muchas co-
munidades de fe. 

Participé en la asamblea junto con 
varias docenas de invitados de los Es-
tados Unidos. Tuvimos voy y voto en 
las distintas deliberaciones. Aunque la 
mayoría de los participantes de los 
Estados Unidos tenemos conexiones 
fuertes con América Latina, a nivel 
personal profesional, fue muy claro 
que éramos invitados. 

Al evaluar la experiencia, quienes 
participamos desde los Estados Un-
idos coincidimos en el nombrar ese 
sentimiento extraño de sentirnos en 
casa y al mismo tiempo sabernos invi-
tados. Era nuestra conversación, pero 
igualmente no lo era. Para mí, la ex-
periencia fue una confirmación de que 
toda reflexión sobre sinodalidad tiene 
que comenzar con un discernimiento 
en nuestra propia casa. 

Los católicos en América Latina y 
del Caribe de habla hispana hicieron 
un trabajo excelente reuniéndose en 
espíritu de sinodalidad durante esta 
primera Asamblea Eclesial de Amé-
rica Latina y el Caribe. Creo que los 
católicos en este país podemos y 
debemos hacer algo similar, y pronto. 

Es hora de que en los Estados Un-
idos se organicen varias asambleas 
eclesiales nacionales en espíritu de si-
nodalidad. Necesitamos que nuestros 
obispos hablen con una sola voz sobre 
esto y guíen al pueblo de Dios en este 
caminar sinodal de la misma manera 
que los obispos en América Latina lo 
están haciendo. 

- - - 
Ospino es profesor de teología y 

educación religiosa en Boston Col-
lege.

Hosffman  
Ospino 

Catholic News  
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Caminando  

Juntos

Como parte del proceso sinodal, el papa se reunirá con universitarios

Por Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 
 

ROMA (CNS) — Destacando la importancia de una 
iglesia que realmente escucha, el papa Francisco participará 
en una reunión virtual organizada por la Universidad Loy-
ola en Chicago con estudiantes de América del Norte, Cen-
tral, y del Sur. 

La reunión virtual del 24 de febrero, titulada "Con-
struyendo puentes: Un encuentro sinodal entre el papa 
Francisco y estudiantes universitarios", brindará una opor-
tunidad para "abordar los principales desafíos de nuestro 
tiempo", decía en el sitio web de la universidad. 

"El papa dialogará con estos estudiantes universitarios, 
que compartirán proyectos educativos concretos que buscan 
transformar con justicia las realidades ambientales y eco-
nómicas", así como discutir los desafíos de la migración, 
señalaba. 

Hablando con Catholic News Service el 28 de enero, 
Michael Murphy, director del Centro Hank para la Herencia 

Intelectual Católica de Loyola, expresó que él y varios cole-
gas, incluyendo Emilce Cuda, jefe de oficina de la Comi-
sión Pontificia para América Latina, discutieron la idea de 
un evento para estudiantes universitarios en preparación 
para el próximo Sínodo de los Obispos sobre la sinodalidad. 

En noviembre, expresó, mientras conversaban sobre 
posibles oradores para el evento, "bromeamos: 'Oye, vea-
mos si el papa Francisco está libre'". 

Sin que ellos lo supieran, Cuda le presentó la idea al 
papa Francisco, quien accedió a participar. 

No fue "un capricho de su parte", porque este evento se 
ajusta a su visión y prioridades, dijo Murphy. "Sabíamos 
que muchas universidades le han estado preguntando: 'Cuál 
es nuestro papel y cómo podemos apoyar'" el proceso sino-
dal. 

En preparación para la reunión virtual, los estudiantes 
se dividieron en siete grupos regionales de América del 
Norte, Central, y del Sur para hablar sobre los pensamien-
tos, preguntas, y sueños que les gustaría discutir con el 
Sumo Pontífice, acotó. 

"Creo que logra lo que el papa Francisco está tratando 
de hacer: ser una iglesia que escucha", Murphy manifestó a 
CNS. "Queremos asegurarnos de que otros estudiantes tam-
bién se sientan invitados y no ser tan exclusivos en esto". 

Si bien las charlas se centrarán en temas que van desde 
la migración hasta el cambio climático, señaló, traer a adul-
tos jóvenes de diferentes regiones es importante, especial-
mente en un momento de mayor división, incluso debido a 
la revolución digital. 

Murphy también espera que la reunión virtual ayude a 
construir un puente entre los dos continentes donde, a me-
nudo, el "pasado y el presente" colonial e indígena chocan. 

"Lo que el papa quiere hacer es mirar los límites y ver 
lo que sabemos y eliminar todo lo que podamos; para decir: 
'Caminemos juntos', conscientes del quebrantamiento del 
pasado, pero esperanzados en el presente", dijo. 

Murphy le dijo a CNS que espera que la reunión aborde 
la creciente polarización y "la sensación de excepcional-
ismo" que impide escuchar las necesidades y deseos de los 
demás.



Who doesn't want the church to grow or the 
next generation of Catholics to embrace a deep 
love for their faith? One simple way we can do 
this is by asking how our parishes are welcom-
ing to families — of all ages, abilities, shapes 
and sizes. 

Start small. Are electrical outlets covered to 
keep out babies' fingers? Would parents know 
what room to visit if they needed to soothe a 
toddler tantrum? Are there changing tables in 
both men's and women's restrooms? 

Is child care offered during parish events? 
Are the sounds of children welcome in church 
— and not just the cries of babies but the 
sounds or movements of children with disabil-
ities? Are teenagers encouraged to serve as lec-
tors, altar servers or extraordinary ministers of 
holy Communion? 

Making a parish family-friendly is a practi-
cal and spiritual undertaking. It both requires a 
checklist and an examination of conscience. 
Where have we done the holy work of welcom-
ing each person as Jesus? Where have we failed 
to reach part of the body of Christ? 

Over the years, readers have sent me exam-
ples of signs posted near church entrances, 

printed in parish bulletins or tucked in pews to 
let parents know their children are welcome. 

I found one such poster on vacation years 
ago as I quieted a fussy baby in the back of 
church. "Jesus said, 'Let the children come to 
me,'" it read. "Remember that the way we wel-
come children in church directly affects the way 
they respond to the church, to God, and to one 
another. Let them know that they are at home in 
this house of worship." 

The poster offered ways that parents might 
engage young children. Sit near the front so it's 
easier to see. Explain parts of the Mass in  

 
See FANUCCI, Page 18 

At the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis, I 
was puzzled about how our reactions to it di-
vided along party lines. There is no obvious rea-
son why Democrats should fear sickness and 
death more than Republicans. But the division 
has persisted, indeed hardened; there is clearly 
something else going on. 

One possible cause is that a pandemic in-
vites government intervention, something Dem-
ocrats are fond of. We've seen more of that from 
President Joe Biden, blue-state governors and 
big-city mayors than from their Republican 
counterparts. 

Another reason for our division is not politi-
cal, though I missed it for a long time because it 
aligns with party affiliation. It has to do with 
beliefs about science. 

The cognoscenti say that those who object 
to vaccines, masks, quarantines, tests, crowd 
controls and school closings fail to "follow the 
science." Mainstream media see those objectors 
as mouth-breathing nimrods who lack the wit or 
the education to know what's good for them. 

This is unfair. There is much we don't know 
about the progress of the infection or the effi-
cacy of our responses. We used to worry about 
doorknobs and surfaces; now we don't. We've 
gone back and forth about masks. 

It now seems that the vaccines, although 
they help prevent severe outcomes from infec-
tion, are much less effective at preventing trans-
mission of the omicron variant than they were 

the delta variant. 
It's not that science isn't helpful, but there is 

a kind of scientism on the secular left that helps 
explain our disunion on this subject. And it's 
better aligned with religion than with politics. 
The division is not confined to public health 
policy. We see it in disputes over climate 
change and gender identity and abortion. 

In each of these cases, the adherents of 
scientism argue that experts in the field have 
fully comprehended some matter of social con-
cern. 

For COVID-19, it's the infectious disease 
experts at the Centers for Disease Control. For 
climate change, it's NASA, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and 
the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. 

Gender identity is the concern of the  
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Eugenics, forced sterilization, 
and protecting the  

mentally-challenged
Although most Americans today 

are unaware of it, the United States 
has a sad and extensive history of 
forced sterilizations, especially 
within the past century. In 1907, In-
diana legalized forced sterilizations 
of white men who were “mentally 
deficient,” diseased, or otherwise 
disabled. More than 30 other states 
subsequently followed suit, and the 
practice quickly expanded to both 
men and women.  

In 1927, the Virginia law allow-
ing the sterilization of patients in 
mental institutions was upheld by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Buck v. 
Bell. In the decision, Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes made his now infa-
mous proclamation that "three gen-
erations of imbeciles are enough," 
referring to Carrie Buck, her mother 
and daughter. Carrie was committed 
to a state mental institution as a 
“feeble minded woman,” and the 
Virginia law allowed for her forced 
sterilization, allegedly for the 
“health of the patient and the wel-
fare of society.”  

The Supreme Court’s decision 
featuring Justice Holmes’ histrionic 
flair served to catalyze the then-
trendy push for eugenics, the idea 
that preventing unfit individuals 
from reproducing served the public 
welfare. The flawed notion behind 
eugenics was that many social ills, 
including crime, poverty, and men-
tal deficiency, were not due to envi-
ronmental factors, but largely to 
genetic or hereditary defects. Vul-
nerable, institutionalized pop-
ulations like the mentally ill, the 
disabled, and the incarcerated were 
thus among the first targets of state-
sponsored sterilization programs. 
The Virginia law remained on the 
books for a half century until it was 
finally repealed in 1974. All told, 
close to 60,000 Americans were 
rendered permanently infertile by 
these state-sponsored programs. 

Historians have noted that Nazi 
Germany likely modeled its forced 
sterilization programs on the Ameri-
can eugenics programs of the 1930s. 
The law under which Hitler steril-
ized countless German citizens con-
tains much of the same language 
found in the 1924 Virginia Steriliza-
tion Act, which provided for the 
sexual sterilization of any state hos-
pital inmate who was "insane, idio-
tic, imbecile, feeble-minded or 
epileptic, and by the laws of hered-
ity … the probable potential parent 
of socially inadequate offspring 
likewise afflicted."  

The jarring tagline offered by 
Justice Holmes highlighted a bi-
ased, even disdainful attitude to-
ward mentally ill persons and their 
ability to procreate. Few today 
would not be revolted by such stri-
dent branding of whole classes of 
individuals and families. Few would 
similarly countenance forcible state-
sanctioned sterilizations, as still 
happens today, to near universal 
condemnation, in certain dictatorial 
regimes bent on population control. 

Direct sterilizations violate 
human dignity. A physician’s deci-
sion to recommend or participate in 
the surgical mutilation of a healthy 
and properly functioning system of 
the body for the purposes of imped-
ing fertility runs counter to the au-
thentic healing mission of the 
medical profession. At its core, 
medicine should be about fixing 
damaged systems of the body rather 
than damaging healthy systems. 

Whenever we face situations 
where family members with severe 

mental illness or other disabilities 
may not be suited to the responsibil-
ities and demands of having chil-
dren and parenting, and hence ought 
not to get married, the solution 
should never be direct sterilization 
but tailored care that addresses their 
specific mental health situation and 
respects their human sexual nature 
by ordering it along a path of chas-
tity. 

This implies that caretakers for 
the seriously mentally ill in institu-
tional settings should assure that 
residents are not given opportunities 
to engage in sexual encounters with 
others, that they be safeguarded 
from access to sexually-explicit 
media and internet pornography, 
that they be instructed on the impor-
tance of chastity to the extent pos-
sible with their mental disability, 
and that residential settings be ap-
propriately segregated as single-sex 
facilities.  

In other words, caretakers for 
the seriously mentally-challenged 
have a duty to protect them as they 
would protect, for example, young 
people or children. Although the 
bodies of mentally-challenged res-
idents may have matured sexually, 
some still function intellectually at 
or near the level of a child. Living 
in an institutional care facility is 
meant to offer protection from the 
chaos of the outside world where 
they would clearly be vulnerable 
and largely defenseless. 

Sometimes it is argued that due 
to their well-documented risk to be 
victims of sexual assault, individ-
uals who are mentally-challenged, 
especially in institutional settings, 
should be forcefully sterilized “for 
their own good,” whether tempo-
rarily through chemical sterilization 
(like contraception), or permanently 
through surgical sterilization.  

It doesn’t require much reflec-
tion, however, to see that if it were 
to become generally known that res-
idents were taking contraceptives or 
had been sterilized, this would only 
"lower the threshold" for those who 
might wish to engage in predatory 
sexual activities to the detriment of 
their mentally-challenged victims.  

The real aim should be to pre-
vent sexual assaults, not to prevent 
the obvious consequences that 
might follow from such assaults, 
like pregnancy. Addressing inade-
quate oversight by caretakers and 
eliminating the "institutional chaos” 
that allows sexual activity to occur 
with or among residents needs to be 
the focus. Individual responsibility 
and accountability are paramount.  

Loving and caring for our 
family members with serious dis-
abilities demands no less. 

- - - 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 

earned his doctorate in neuro-
science from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
MA, and serves as the Director of 
Education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org and 
www.fathertad.com. 

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 
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COVID-19 and scientism

Students and teachers are struggling 
in never-ending pandemic

It has been two tough years for teachers and 
students. 

I returned to teaching high school English 
last year, after more than 30 years of being out 
of a classroom while serving as a Catholic jour-
nalist. I didn't envision the challenges that 
would come to hit me square on from a pan-
demic that doesn't seem ready to end. 

The 2020-21 school year began online for 
me, teaching English to freshmen who never 
really finished middle school. My "classroom" 
featured the mother of all "Hollywood Squares" 
screens and the impression that students pos-
sessed the same height, skills and stable family 
background. 

Naturally, I bonded with the images of the 
students on my screen but quickly learned that 
not everything was picture-perfect. 

As the semester closed, I learned that one 
student who had stopped logging in had been 
admitted to a medical facility after attempting 
suicide. Subsequently, I learned of other cases; 
all of them cited isolation from their peers as 
one factor. 

When school opened in August 2021, most 
students attended in person. However, there was 
a clear difference between the maturity levels I 
expected to see and the ones of the students on 
campus. 

Freshmen acted more like sixth graders and 

even upper-class students more often paraded 
around like freshmen. There were schoolyard 
fights almost daily. 

As the year progressed, the omicron variant 
spread like wildfire. Anywhere from a third to 
half of my students were absent on any given 
day. 

Teachers and school staff weren't immune to 
the effects of pandemic. A large number retired 
during the summer; others waited till the end of 
the first semester to leave. 

After Christmas, with the virus in full 
bloom, teachers were calling out sick for multi-
ple days following a positive COVID-19 test, 
with few or no subs available to cover classes. 

Those of us healthy enough to work chipped 
in by skipping our planning periods to keep the  
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Is your parish family-friendly?
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'Somehow this  
madness must cease'

"Genuine hope involves the recognition that what 
is hoped for is in some sense already present." — 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

February 2022. Our times are difficult. COVID-
19 and testing. Vaccines: yes or no? Shortages of all 
kinds, gas prices rising, inflation, on and on. Still, it 
helps to look at other times of distress and learn how 
people overcame disappointment and despair. 

In 1966 and 1967, the civil rights movement was 
stressed and strained beyond belief. Efforts to inte-
grate housing in Chicago were met with hatred and 
violence on a scale little seen in the Deep South. 

Yet, in September 1966, in Grenada, Mississippi, 
150 black children trying to integrate schools were 
viciously attacked by a mob of 400. Twelve-year-old 
Richard Sigh's hip was broken by men hitting him 
with pipes. 

A reporter saw "one woman draw back, cover her 
mouth, and repeat to no one as she watched a swirl-
ing clump of men whip a pigtailed girl, 'How can 
they laugh when they're doing it?'" 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
faced multiple difficulties from financial shortfalls to 
the pressures of J. Edgar Hoover's malicious FBI and 
the White House. The Student Non-Violent Coordi-
nating Committee was coming apart as leadership 
fights pitted those who believed in the strategy of 
nonviolence against voices calling for Black Power 
and championing retaliation. 

Overall loomed the reality of the war in Vietnam. 
A small number burned themselves to death to protest 
the horror of the war. In April 1967, anti-war groups 
planned a huge day of Mobilization to End the War. 

Would Rev. King participate? Should he? Would 
his speaking out against the war lose him support and 
financial donors? Was it wise to publicly confront 
President Johnson on the question of Vietnam? 
Would the president who had signed the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 ever 
forgive King's siding with those calling for an end to 
"Johnson's War"? 

During all this, King kept up a torrid pace of 
travel, speaking, meetings and even wrote another 
book, Where Do We Go from Here? Community or 
Chaos. On the eve of the anti-war demonstration in 
New York, King delivered one of his greatest (and 
least known) speeches in Riverside Church: "Beyond 
Vietnam. A Time to Break Silence." 

Risking much, King linked racial inequality, eco-
nomic injustice and militarism as idols that Christian 
conscience must challenge and convert. 

Kings said: "Somehow this madness must cease. 
We must stop now. I speak as a child of God and 
brother to the suffering poor of Vietnam. I speak ... 
for the poor of America. ... I speak as a citizen of the 
world, for the world as it stands aghast at the path we 
have taken." 

At the end of the speech, he sounded a clarion 
call to hope and solidarity: 

"Now let us begin. Now let us rededicate our-
selves to the long and bitter, but beautiful, struggle 
for a new world. This is the calling of the sons of 
God, and our brothers wait eagerly for our response. 
Shall we say the odds are too great? Shall we tell 
them the struggle is too hard? Will our message be 
that the forces of American life militate against their 
arrival as full men, and we send our deepest regrets? 
Or will there be another message — of longing, of 
hope, of solidarity with their yearnings, of commit-
ment to their cause, whatever the cost? The choice is 
ours, and though we might prefer it otherwise, we 
must choose in this crucial moment of human his-
tory." 

Today, we can fail to imagine how difficult were 
the situations, personalities, societal dynamics and 
power struggles King had to navigate. 

From death threats against himself, his family 
and his associates, to just the sheer stress and strain 
of traveling, writing, speaking night after night, King 
had enormous burdens to bear. 

And bear those crosses he did, bringing us all a 
little closer to the resurrection of a nonviolent world, 
free of racisms and hatreds and wars of all kinds; a 
world of peace and prosperity, hope and healing, jus-
tice and joy. 

(For more information on this topic, see At Ca-
naan's Edge: America in the King Years, 1965-68, by 
Taylor Branch.) 

- - - 
Jesuit Father Richard G. Malloy is director of 

mission integration Cristo Rey Jesuit, Baltimore.

Jesuit Father  
Richard Malloy 

Catholic News Service

The struggle for 
hearts and minds 

will continue
In advance of 

the Supreme 
Court's much-
awaited decision 
on the Mississippi 
law that would ban 
most abortions 
after 15 weeks, the 
abortion wars have 
heated up again. 

When pro-
lifers rallied in 
Washington Jan. 21 for the 49th time to mark the anniversary 
of Roe v. Wade, there was by all accounts a palpable expecta-
tion that by next year, Roe may have become not "settled law" 
but rather "discarded law." 

Should the court reverse Roe, however, that will not mean 
the end of the struggle since the issue will be kicked back to 
the states. 

Jeanne Mancini, president of the March for Life Education 
and Defense Fund, rallied her troops for this struggle during 
her speech on the National Mall Jan. 21. "If Roe falls, battle 
lines will change, but the fight for life will need to continue," 
she said. 

The other side is gearing up for battle too, as it faces the 
prospect of a reversal as dramatic as Roe was 49 years ago 
when it dismantled state restrictions on abortion. The gloves 
were off at many media outlets this anniversary. 

In a particularly heated column, The Washington Post's 
Monica Hesse said pro-lifers bear responsibility for unplanned 
pregnancies and more. 

"I hope you're ready for your odious brave new world," 
she wrote. "I presume each and every one of you is planning to 
adopt several kids." Hesse went on to list all the areas of pa-
rental leave and family assistance that she believes the pro-life 
movement will be responsible for. 

Her bitter complaint can be turned on her, of course. With 
the legalization of abortion, many Americans felt they had lit-
tle responsibility to support a woman and her child, since 
abortion is the obvious out. Certainly a few generations of ir-
responsible fathers-to-be felt that way. 

Should the Supreme Court rule as the pundits predict, 
what the future will look like is certainly unsettled. 

During a Georgetown University panel discussing where 
the pro-life movement is headed, Dan Williams, a history pro-
fessor at the University of West Georgia, noted that "if the 16  

 
See ERLANDSON, Page 19 

Greg Erlandson 
Catholic News Service 

 
Amid the Fray

Where were you, God?
On the morning of Jan. 5, a fire tore through a Phila-

delphia rowhouse that had been converted into apart-
ments. Twelve people died, including nine children. 

Probably most Americans heard the news, then 
moved on to the next big story. Perhaps the situation on 
the Ukrainian border grabbed our attention or the fili-
buster fight or the horror of yet another, bigger apart-
ment fire, this one in the Bronx. 

But then my daughter told me what I'd missed. 
"Did you know that the 5-year-old boy who was 

playing with a lighter, which started the Christmas tree 
on fire, made it out of the building alive?" 

I felt like someone had punched me. No, I didn't re-
alize a 5-year-old likely caused the Philadelphia fire, sur-
vived, and told authorities what had happened. And after 
investigation, officials believe that the evidence corrobo-
rates his story. 

My heart broke for that 5-year-old. What would this 
burden do to his life? In the span of moments, the trajec-
tory of his future curved into something unimaginable. 

He must have known all the victims. Some of them 
were probably playmates, and worse, perhaps some were 
his immediate family. 

He'll probably live his life in proximity to this com-
munity. People may always define him as "the boy who 
..." That's what he may imagine them thinking. Hope-
fully, that's not how he will define himself. 

I confess, my first reaction was to be angry with 
God. How could God permit such a thing? 

But there was horror all around — for the victims, 
their families, the other survivors. Beyond that, every 
day there are victims of violence, war, accidents, over-
doses, suicide. 

Why did God's absence seem so stark in this case? 
Perhaps because my son was once 5, or maybe because 
tragedy became so real in the person of one little guy 
wandering around the house in the early morning whose 
curiosity would forever change his life. 

The world's cruelty suddenly seemed encapsulated 
in his story. Where were you, God? 

I found solace in an excellent column written by 
Helen Ubiñas in the Jan. 12 Philadelphia Inquirer. She 

had the exact concerns for the child as I did. 
This led her to visit the website, "Accidental Im-

pacts," which provides support to people who deal with 
a death or injury they have unintentionally caused. 
Think, for example, of a woman backing out of a park-
ing space who has no idea a 2-year-old has just run be-
hind her car. 

Ubiñas spoke with one of the group's board 
members, an Episcopal priest named David Peters, who 
as a teenager accidentally killed a motorcyclist with his 
car. I was moved to realize how people respond to 
tragedy, often because of their own grief, by doing good. 

Peters agreed that the child would need tremendous 
support. And, he mentioned the biblical "cities of ref-
uge." 

I visited Exodus 21:13. Mosaic law permitted mur-
derers to be executed, but in the case of accidental death, 
the perpetrator could find safety from vengeance in one 
of six specified cities. 

Ubiñas suggested that her city, Philadelphia, should 
be a "city of refuge" for all children. 

Life is full of mystery and sometimes faith is chal-
lenging. But the God in whom I believe is not a control-
ling God, but a God who suffers with us and holds our 
sorrow. Jesus, on a hillside filled with hungry people, 
told his disciples, "Give them some food yourselves" 
(Lk 9:13). 

We live in a broken world, and the God who mourns 
with a devastated 5-year-old challenges us to fix things. 
It's a huge task, one step at a time, but the Lord walks 
with us.

Effie Caldarola 
Catholic News Service 

 
For the Journey
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age-appropriate ways. Sing the hymns to-
gether. Feel free to use the gathering space 
if you need to leave with your child. 

But the last words held the most im-
portant message to all parishioners: "The 
presence of children is a gift to the church, 
and they are a reminder that our parish is 
growing! Please welcome our children 
and give a smile of encouragement to their 
parents." 

Making a parish family-friendly is not 

just the work of the pastor or staff. It's a 
charge to all of us. 

I've heard a thousand horror stories of 
parents shamed during Mass who never 
returned. But I've also heard heartwarm-
ing testimonies about pastors and parish-
ioners who went out of their way to 
welcome families. 

We can debate pastoral approaches for 
addressing the variety of parishioners' 
needs — from separation strategies like 
cry rooms, nurseries or "family Masses," 
to inclusive approaches like offering reli-
gious books for children to read in the 
pews. 

But the best way to learn what your 
particular parish might need is to start 
asking families. 

Could you organize a family holy 
hour of eucharistic adoration where par-
ents or grandparents can bring children to 
pray without worrying about their vol-
ume? 

Can you add supplies in the restrooms 
like baby wipes, diapers and sanitary pro-
ducts: a simple gesture to show that this is 
a church that cares for body and soul? 

Could you ever offer a daily Mass out-
side of work or school hours to allow 
more families to attend? 

Welcoming families is not a one-size-
fits-all task, and every parish is limited in 
its ministries and resources. But even the 
simplest approaches can make a big dif-
ference. 

No matter what we do, we follow the 
lead of our Lord who drew children close 
to his side and reminded us that whenever 
we welcome a child, we welcome him. 

- - - 
Fanucci is a writer, speaker, and au-

thor of several books including Everyday 
Sacrament: The Messy Grace of 
Parenting. Her work can be found at lau-
rakellyfanucci.com.

FANUCCI 
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impaired all find it impossible to attain 
justice because their voices are silenced, or 
simply ignored." 

But "you and your colleagues in the 
ministries of social justice have a great 
task ahead of you. I believe you also have 
the resources to prepare you and 

strengthen you for those responsibilities," 
Cardinal Gregory said. 

Referencing the Gospel passage for 
the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time pro-
claimed at the Mass, he added: "Just as 
Jesus chided the townspeople of Nazareth 
to become more than they were, so too is 
Christ's calling us to pursue justice for 
those who live on the margins of society, 
and are often overlooked." 

The Eucharist, he noted is "a source of 

divine support" for those so engaged, he 
said. 

Pope Francis has issued a call to "seize 
this moment as a unique time of renewal 
and evangelization," Cardinal Gregory 
noted. "The people who are dedicated to 
the works of justice and social outreach 
serve as a hopeful sign that the work of the 
Holy Spirit is fomenting a new spirit of de-
termination and commitment." 

The Catholic Social Ministry Gath-

ering is sponsored by the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops' Department of Jus-
tice, Peace and Human Development, 
Catholic Charities USA, the Catholic 
Health Association, Catholic Relief Serv-
ices and Bread for the World, along with 
other USCCB offices and 20 national or-
ganizations. 

- - - 
Patricia Zapor contributed to this 

story.

JUSTICE 
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seminary. I ask that all people of faith be courageous enough to invite a man 
to visit the seminary. For more information about visiting the seminary, 
please contact either Father Ryan Rojo or Kristie Garcia at 325-651-7500. 
We can also be reached via email at: vocation@sanangelodiocese.org. 

Below are testimonies of two current seminarians who visited the semi-
nary before beginning their own applications for the diocese:  

“When I visited Conception Seminary College for the very first time, I 
had a sense of peace that this is the place where the Lord wanted me to be.” –
Humberto Diaz, first-year theology at Notre Dame Seminary in New Or-
leans, Louisiana  

“Even though I was already accepted as a seminarian for the diocese, vis-
iting Notre Dame Seminary allowed me to see how the community life of the 
seminary is integral to the formation process. Being able to be introduced 
into the day-to-day life of a seminarian really helped me to know what to ex-
pect when entering the seminary, as well as what to expect in New Orleans, 
where Notre Dame Seminary is located.” –Joshua Basse, second-year pre-
theology at Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans, Louisiana  

ENCOUNTER 
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Odessa; San Miguel Parish in Midland; and 
Holy Redeemer Parish in Odessa. Many of these 
teams have already implemented inspiring tools 
for encouraging vocations in the parish.  

In 2021, the vocation office of the Diocese 
of San Angelo undertook an exciting project 
highlighting the stories of local priests, religious, 
and married couples throughout the area. Since 
the project’s launch, the vocation office has de-
buted twelve videos, with many more to come. 
The videos will be available on the vocation of-
fice social media pages (Facebook, Instagram, 
and YouTube) and website.  

As mentioned in the bishop’s article in last 
month’s Angelus, the vocation office is also 
overseeing Totus Tuus, a summer missionary op-
portunity for young adults to serve their school-

aged peers. The vocation office looks forward to 
meeting more young people, hoping to use this 
tool as a means to encourage more vocations.  

 
STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

 
A major push of our office is to grow the 

Seminarian Burse Fund for the Diocese of San 
Angelo. This burse is used to assist with costs 
related to seminarian formation, including the 
$40,000 average annual tuition costs. Like most 
endowments, the diocese draws from the interest 
to cover these costs without ever touching the 
principal collected.  

To donate to our Seminarian Burse Fund, 
please contact the vocation office, or mail 
checks to our office at: 

Diocese of San Angelo 
Attn: Seminary Burse Fund 
PO Box 1829 
San Angelo, TX  76902 

VOCATION 
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Posada at St. Vincent Pallotti Parish in Abilene

COURTESY PHOTOS
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We each came into the world entirely 
poor, and we will return to our Maker just 
so. We may not be sitting on the sidewalk 
begging, struggling to stay alive. But are 
we not, deep down, just as poor as Steve 
himself? 

Are we not just as dependent, just as 
much at the mercy of God to meet our 
every need? Our bank accounts, social 
standing and accomplishments can blind 
us to the unmistakable reality of our own 
poverty. Lent is a good time to remember 
that everything we have is a gift, and 
nothing, in the end, belongs to us. 

In returning to our poverty this Lent -
- or rather, remembering our poverty -- 
we can confront the void that only God 
can fill. 

How much more does God long to 
bestow on us who are closed off with 
clenched fists and stubborn pride? 

How much more will he give to one 

who is aware of their weakness and need, 
eager to receive, than one who claims 
self-sufficiency and success? 

How much more room in our hearts 
will there be if we get in touch with that 
ache to be known, loved and cared for? 

There is so much more in store for us. 
If we remember that we are poor, we 

can sit in humble expectation, the longing 
of our hearts bursting forth from silent 
contemplation. 

We can look up with a ready answer, 
full of childlike expectation, when God 
asks of us, "What do you want?" We can 
be ready to receive with joy and gratitude 
when God opens wide his hand to satisfy 
our desire. 

This Lent, let us not fear our own 
poverty, but rather embrace it. For the 
most glorious riches await us. 

- - - 
Emma Dickinson grew up in the sub-

urbs of Washington, studied English lit-
erature at the University of Pittsburgh 
and now lives in Philadelphia. She blogs 
at www.emmabdickinson.com.

DICKINSON 
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type of meetings for a short moment, then 
leave to attend to other duties. Nearly all the 
bishops in this assembly stayed the entire 
week, most joining from their computers. 
They were listeners and contributors. 

Why this much emphasis on bishops? Be-
cause bishops as pastors can make things 
happen nationally and locally — or not. They 
are instrumental in the process of synodal dis-
cernment. 

The assembly identified a good number of 
urgent pastoral priorities that will occupy the 
minds and hearts of leaders and communities 
in the years to come. The meeting also set the 
tone for how ecclesial conversations will 
likely take place in the future. The experience 
reaffirmed the wisdom and validity of synodal 
dialogue as a process that can light up the 
evangelizing fire in many faith communities. 

I joined the meeting as a full participant 
along with dozens of others invitees from the 
United States. We had voice and vote in the 

deliberations. While most assembly partici-
pants from the U.S. have strong connections 
to Latin America, personal and professional, it 
was clear that we were guests. 

As we debriefed about the experience, we 
coincided on the strange feeling of being 
home and being guests at the same time. It 
was our conversation and it was not at the 
same time. For me it was a confirmation that 
all reflections about synodality must start with 
discernment at home. 

Latin America and Spanish-speaking Ca-
ribbean Catholics did a superb job coming to-
gether in a spirit of synodality as part of this 
First Ecclesial Assembly of Latin America 
and the Caribbean. I think that Catholics in 
this country can and should do something 
similar, and soon. 

It's time for a few national ecclesial as-
semblies guided by a spirit of synodality in 
the United States. Our bishops need to come 
together and lead the way as the bishops in 
Latin America are doing it. 

- - - 
Ospino is professor of theology and reli-

gious education at Boston College.

OSPINO 
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American Psychiatric Association. In rec-
ognizing a constitutional right to abortion in 
Roe v. Wade, Justice Harry A. Blackmun, 
former counsel for the Mayo Clinic, men-
tioned the word "physician" 48 times. 

I say "scientism" rather than "science" be-
cause there is an almost religious commitment 
to the creed defined by the experts. And a cor-
responding resolution to stamp out heresies. 

Last year, President Biden's press secre-
tary said the White House was working with 
Facebook to prevent disinformation about 
vaccines. Google and YouTube banned ads 
from videos contradicting "well-established 
scientific consensus" about the causes of cli-
mate change. Amazon pulled Ryan Anderson's 
book about transgenderism. 

And as with other varieties of religious 
commitment, scientism commits us to a moral 
code. You're not just mistaken if you don't fol-
low the directions of the experts; you're a bad 
person. Hence the phenomenon of COVID-
shaming and Greta Thunberg's denunciation 
of the "injustice" of climate change. 

But science can't tell us anything about 
moral responsibility. Its tools are logic and 
empirical measurement. It can assess whether 
mRNA vaccines work, and how fast the omi-
cron variant spreads. 

But it has no way to solve moral equ-
ations like how to weigh the risk of this infec-
tion against the importance of visiting the 
sick, going to church, educating your chil-
dren, respecting privacy, kissing your grand-
mother. 

Experts tend to picture the world with 
their own specialty in the foreground. My 
nephrologist tells me not to drink milk, lest I 
get kidney stones. He forgets that I need cal-
cium and vitamin D for bones and teeth. 
Scientism suffers from the same cognitive 
bias in dealing with COVID-19. Minimizing 
the risk of infection is not our only challenge 
in life. 

- - - 
Garvey is president of The Catholic Uni-

versity of America in Washington. Follow him 
on Twitter @CatholicPres. Catholic Univer-
sity's website is www.cua.edu.

GARVEY 
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Southern and Midwestern states who are 
likely to restrict abortion ... are allowed" to 
close all their abortion clinics, "it would not 
equal the number of abortion clinics in New 
York." 

California's governor has already said he 
wants to make his state an "abortion sanctu-
ary." And of course abortion by pill will con-
tinue to be available, legally or illegally. 

It may serve both political parties to con-
tinue this war, keeping the divide that has 
served politicians well. According to James 
D. Robenalt, writing in The Washington Post, 
"The Roe ruling drew an enduring red line 
through American politics, where compro-
mise was impossible, and opponents were 
not only wrong but wicked." 

But what serves political interests may 
not serve the interests of women and chil-
dren. The battle for hearts and minds remains 
the greater challenge, and that struggle will 
never be won in the political trenches alone. 

Pro-lifers must continue their efforts to 
finding ways to help families. The expanded 
child tax credit could help mothers choose 
life when they might otherwise feel finan-
cially trapped. 

Making every parish a resource center 
for struggling mothers, as Archbishop Joseph 
F. Naumann's "Walking with Moms in Need" 
program proposes, is another. Assisting the 2 
million Americans a year looking for babies 
to adopt a third. 

The pandemic has shown the weak spots 
in our health care and our economy. As Car-
dinal Seán P. O'Malley of Boston said in his 
Jan. 21 homily, "A land where the rich grow 
richer and the poor grow poorer will always 
be fertile soil for abortion. ... What are we 
doing for the disenfranchised of our own 
country?" 

Pursuing these issues may make for 
strange political bedfellows but could have 
powerful and lasting consequences for fam-
ilies while reducing the abortion toll. 

- - - 
Erlandson, director and editor-in-chief of 

Catholic News Service, can be reached at 
gerlandson@catholicnews.com.

ERLANDSON 
 
Continued from Page 17

students in their classrooms. Otherwise, classes 
are moved to large halls or the cafeteria to make 
sure they are monitored safely by security or of-
fice staff. 

I have talked to several teachers — young 
ones and veterans — who are looking to leave 
after the semester. The students are too crazy 
and have lost too much time; teachers are asked 
to cover classes and can't get a break; and par-
ents, administrators or some other foil are ask-
ing too much of us. 

Going back to remote learning is not an an-
swer. Redoing the year of remote learning — 
giving high schoolers a fifth year to recapture 
lessons and catch up on the maturity scale — 
makes sense to me but few others. 

What doesn't make sense is the push for 
teachers to have students show progress on stan-
dardized tests. 

This mentality is driven by decades of "edu-
cational reform" during which high performing 
schools are rewarded for their achievements 
and, following unsuccessful funding boosts, un-
derperforming schools bear financial hardship. 

Because of this model, all teachers are pres-
sured to teach to the test, analyzing which ques-
tions and which standards need to be 
overcorrected before the next set of tests. 

I tried this when my students underper-
formed on identifying supporting evidence and 
main ideas in a paragraph. I retaught the sec-
tion, assigned extra work and even tried more 
essay writing to drive the lesson home. 

At the next testing block, their scores were 
even lower. It is hard to focus on these types of 
"trivial" exercises after you have buried your 
grandmother or some other family member who 
died of COVID-19. 

Eventually, omicron will wane, the students 
will gain maturity, teachers will start feeling 
good about themselves again and the last two 
years will fade like a long bad dream. 

Until then, I keep asking the Lord for 
strength and patience, and peace for all who 
have suffered during these times. 

- - - 
Brown is a longtime Catholic journalist cur-

rently teaching it at a high school in southern 
Arizona.

BROWN 
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Back to our roots

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

The priests of the Diocese of San Angelo listened to John Bergsma as he presented at the diocesan Spring Priests’ Conference Feb. 1. Bergsma is a professor of theology at Franciscan 
University in Steubenville, Ohio. The theme of the two-day conference was “Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls: Revealing the Jewish Roots of Christianity.”

Feast of the Presentation

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Deacon Steve Zimmerman, Bishop Sis, and Deacon Freddy Medina walked in a procession to 
the cathedral before Mass.

Bishop Michael Sis blessed candles before the Mass of the Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord (also known as Candlemas) Feb. 2 in the gymnasium of the Cathedral Church of the 
Sacred Heart in San Angelo.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

After Bishop Sis blessed candles in the parish gym, the faithful walked in a procession to the ca-
thedral before Mass. The candles symbolize the fact that Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Young attendees of the Mass of the Presentation of the Lord at the Cathedral Church of the 
Sacred Heart in San Angelo Feb. 2.
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