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A scene from the Passion Play at St. Mary Parish in Odessa, Good Friday, April 15, 2022.

Holy Cross to see 

first graduating 

class this month
Holy Cross Catholic High School in 

Midland will host their first commence-
ment ceremony May 27. 

The first-ever graduating class in-
cludes three people. The graduating 
seniors are Matthew Crawley, Kaleigh 
Franklin, and Kayley Madrid. 

The school will also host a bacca-
laureate Mass on May 25. 

Holy Cross Catholic High School 
aims to form young men and women 
spiritually, academically, socially, and 
physically, in accordance with the 
teachings of the Catholic Church.

Priests receive new assignments
For the benefit of the people of God, 

the Diocese of San Angelo announces 
the following changes of assignment for 
priests, effective April 25, 2022: 

Father Isidore Ochiabuto began 
service as a full-time chaplain at the 
federal prison in Tucson, Arizona. 

Father Innocent Eziefule began as 
pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in 
Abilene. 

Father Mark Woodruff began as pas-
tor of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus 
Parish in Junction and Sacred Heart Par-
ish in Menard. 

 
- - - 

 
For the benefit of the people of God, 

the Diocese of San Angelo also an-
nounces the following upcoming 
changes in assignment for priests: 

Father Charles Greenwell will retire 
from his position as pastor of Holy An-
gels Parish and Angelo Catholic School 
in San Angelo, effective June 30, 2022. 

Father Santiago Udayar will become 
pastor of Holy Angels Parish and 
Angelo Catholic School in San Angelo 
effective July 1, 2022.  He will continue 
in his role as Vicar General. 

Father Adam Droll will become pa-
rochial administrator of Holy Family 
Parish in Abilene, effective July 1, 
2022. 

Father Freddy Perez will become the 
director of the Newman Center at 

Angelo State University, effective July 
1, 2022. 

Father Timothy Hayter will become 
parochial administrator of St. Mary's 
Parish in Ballinger, St. James Mission 
in Bronte, and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Mission in Robert Lee, effective July 1, 
2022. 

Father Yesu Mulakaleti will become 
parochial vicar at St. Ann's Parish in 
Midland, effective July 1, 2022. 

Father Reggie Odima has been as-
signed to a program of ongoing forma-
tion to help him in his pastoral ministry. 

Father Joe Barbieri will become Ad-
jutant Judicial Vicar effective July 1, 
2022, in addition to his duties at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Odessa.
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The fidelity of a husband and wife in marriage is an 
essential part of the wedding vows. When spouses main-
tain their fidelity to one another, they are keeping their 
given word. This is a reflection of the fidelity of God. It is 
also a reflection of the fidelity of Jesus Christ to his 
church (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2365). 
This is an honor and a privilege, for through this mystery, 
a faithful marriage becomes an icon of God. 

The union of a man and woman in marriage is part of 
the intention of God from the very beginning of the 
human race. The first two chapters of the Book of Genesis 
show the beauty and purity of God’s plan: “God created 
man in his own image…male and female he created 
them” (Gn 1:27). He blessed them and said, “Be fruitful 
and multiply” (Gn 1:28). “Therefore a man leaves his 
mother and his father and cleaves to his wife, and they be-
come one flesh” (Gn 2:24). This biblical vision of the dig-
nity of marriage is a perennial truth.  It is still valid today. 

In the current Pastoral Plan of the Diocese of San 
Angelo, one of our four priorities is to nurture families. 
This is a task not only for church ministries, but also for 
each person. All of us must do all we can to support the 
dignity of marriage, and we must avoid those things that 
threaten healthy marriages and families. One of the most 
serious threats to marriage is adultery. 

Despite the messages we receive from our contempo-
rary society, adultery is still a sin. The sixth command-
ment says, “You shall not commit adultery” (Ex 20:14). 
Jesus reaffirms this commandment in Mt 19:18. St. Paul 
teaches that adulterers will not inherit the Kingdom of 
God (1 Cor 6:9-10). 

Whenever two partners, of whom at least one is mar-
ried to another party, have sexual relations, they commit 
adultery (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2380). 
Adultery is absolutely forbidden in the Bible. According 
to the teaching of our Catholic faith, “the sexual act must 
take place exclusively within marriage. Outside of mar-
riage it always constitutes a grave sin and excludes one 
from sacramental communion” (Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church, no. 2390). 

Adultery is an injustice against one’s spouse. Through 
marriage, the spouses mutually give themselves to each 
other, in an exclusive, perpetual, and monogamous cov-
enant. Those who commit adultery cause injury to the 
sacred marriage covenant. Adultery transgresses the rights 
of one’s spouse, because it gives to someone else that 
which one’s spouse has the exclusive right to receive. The 
victim spouse goes through deep hurt after being be-
trayed. 

Adultery is also an injustice against one’s legitimate 
children. When a spouse commits adultery, it compro-
mises the well-being of their children, because it threatens 
the parents’ stable union (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 2381). Through extramarital sexual relations, 
one risks having illegitimate children or provoking a di-

vorce. This jeopardizes the care that parents should pro-
vide for their legitimate children. 

Marital infidelity begins in the mind and heart long 
before it ever becomes physical. The ninth commandment 
says, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife” (Ex 
20:17). The vice of covetousness includes lust of the flesh 
and lust of the eyes (1 Jn 2:16). Jesus, in his Sermon on 
the Mount, says, “Everyone who looks at a woman lust-
fully has already committed adultery with her in his heart” 
(Mt 5:28). 

All followers of Jesus Christ are called to exercise the 
virtue of chastity in keeping with their particular state of 
life (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2348). This is 
a life-long task that entails self-awareness, self-discipline, 
prayer, and the maintenance of healthy interpersonal 
boundaries. A healthy, mature person will be attentive to 
any indicators of a developing emotional infidelity in their 
own heart and respond by re-establishing more appropri-
ate boundaries. 

A key ingredient to a good moral life is to avoid the 
near occasion of sin. There are multiple practices in our 
world that violate the virtue of chastity and can lead to 
adultery. These are to be avoided. They include the use of 
pornography, phone sex, cyber-sex, explicit lyrics in 
music, immoral television programs, and movies that 
cheapen the dignity of sexuality and marriage. They have 
a corrupting influence on the mind. The mind is similar to 
a computer – garbage in, garbage out. If we sincerely de-
sire to be good, why would we fill our minds with images 
that promote sin? 

Another factor that has a tremendous influence on fi-
delity is the company we keep. Married couples will do 
well to choose friends who support their fidelity. If we 
truly desire to be faithful, then we will not hang around 
people who tempt us to be unfaithful. Nor will we hang 
out in places that open the door to infidelity. We will seek 
to establish friendships with other committed couples. We 
will build support systems that help us to be honest with 
ourselves and faithful to our commitments. 

Many married couples have found great support by 
participating in married couples’ groups in their parish. If 
your parish has such groups, it would be good to consider 
joining one. If not, then it would be good to start one. One 
simple way to get started is to use The Choice Wine pro-

gram produced by Paradisus Dei, which can be found at 
https://paradisusdei.org/the-choice-wine/. 

For those who are experiencing difficult challenges in 
their marriage relationship, there is a wonderful Catholic 
ministry called Retrouvaille, which can be found at 
https://www.helpourmarriage.org/. It helps couples re-
store their marriage and rebuild a loving relationship. It is 
primarily a practical program to improve communication, 
build stronger marriages, and help couples reconnect. The 
presenters are not trained marriage counselors, but rather 
couples sharing their personal stories of marital struggles 
and the tools they used to rediscover their love. 

There are many Catholic ministries with a long track 
record of success in promoting healthy and faithful mar-
riages. Several of these are present in our diocese, includ-
ing Worldwide Marriage Encounter, Engaged Encounter, 
Couples for Christ, Strong Catholic Families, Joyful 
Again, Choice Wine, and the Christian Family Movement. 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has a very help-
ful website called For Your Marriage.  It can be found at 
https://www.foryourmarriage.org/. It offers insightful ar-
ticles, videos, blog posts, and other content that helps to 
nourish strong marriage and family life. 

From the Bishop’s Desk

Adultery is still a sin
Bishop  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of   
San Angelo

Prayer for  
seminarians and priests

The Prayer Square

Jesus, our great High Priest, 
I thank you for the gift of your priesthood 
in the Church. I pray for all priests 
and those in formation for the 
priesthood, especially in our diocese. 
 
Fill them with the joy of your Holy Spirit 
as they imitate you, the Good Shepherd, 
laying their lives down daily for those you 
have given them to serve. Let your love 
fill and satisfy their hearts as you teach 
them to give of themselves more deeply. 
Make them ardent yet gentle heralds of the 
Gospel and tender ministers of your mercy, 
especially toward those most in need of it. 
Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, make 
their hearts more like yours! Amen. 
 
Our Father..., Hail Mary..., Glory be... 
 
St. John Vianney, patron of priests, 
pray for us!

Ideology obstructs  

beauty of family, pope says
By Junno Arocho Esteves  
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Families play 
an important role in a society's development 
when ideologies are not imposed upon them, 
Pope Francis said. 

The family is the "primary planter of the 
tree of gratuitousness," and when civilization 
"uproots" that gift, "its decline becomes un-
stoppable," the pope said April 29. 

"I believe that there are certain conditions 
for rediscovering the beauty of the family. The 
first is to remove from the mind's eye the 'cata-
ract' of ideologies that prevent us from seeing 
reality," he said. 

Pope Francis addressed members of the 
Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences, who 
were holding a plenary meeting April 27-29 at 
the Vatican on the role of the family and "the 
challenge of love." 

The family is "almost always at the top of 
the scale of values" for people around the 
world, the pope said, because "it is inscribed in 
the very nature of woman and man." 

For this reason, marriage and the family 
are not "purely human institutions despite the 
many changes they have undergone over the 
centuries and the cultural and spiritual differ-
ences between peoples," he said. 

But, he said, families can become "isolated 
and fragmented in the context of society" when 
they are viewed "in an individualistic and pri-
vate way, as is somewhat the case in the West." 

When that happens, the pope said, "the so-
cial functions that the family exercises among 
individuals and in the community are lost, 

especially in relation to the weakest, such as 
children, persons with disabilities and the eld-
erly." 

Instead, families must continue to be "a 
place of welcome," especially "where there are 
fragile or disabled members," the pope said. In 
that way, they become an example of "love and 
patient endurance in life's difficulties." 

Society, he added, also benefits from the 
example of adoptive and foster families. 

"As we know, the family is the principal 
antidote to poverty, both material and spiritual, 
just as it is to the problem of demographic de-
cline and irresponsible motherhood and father-
hood," he said. 

Departing from his prepared remarks, the 
pope highlighted the "serious" nature of declin-
ing birthrates as well as "irresponsible" parent-
ing, which he did not define. 

"These two things are worth noting. The 
demographic winter is a serious matter," he 
said. "Here in Italy it is serious compared to 
other countries in Europe. It cannot be left 
aside, it is serious. And the irresponsibility of 
motherhood and fatherhood is another serious 
thing that must be addressed to help prevent it 
from happening." 

Pope Francis said that through the help of 
other people and institutions, the family can 
become "a bond of perfection and a relational 
good the more it allows its own nature to flour-
ish." 

"A 'family-friendly' society is possible be-
cause society is born and evolves with the 
family," he said. 

- - - 
Follow Arocho on Twitter: @arochoju

Pope denounces 'macabre  

regression of humanity' in Ukraine

By Junno Arocho Esteves  
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Renewing his appeal for peace, 
Pope Francis said he grieves for 
the suffering of the Ukrainian 
people, especially given reports of 
children and the elderly being 
forcibly deported to Russia. 

After praying the "Regina 
Coeli" prayer with pilgrims gath-
ered in St. Peter's Square May 1, 
the pope said that "terrible reports 
of children being expelled and de-
ported" have caused him to 
"suffer and weep." 

"And while we are witnessing 
a macabre regression of humanity, 
I wonder, along with so many an-
guished people, if peace is truly 
being sought; whether there is the 
will to avoid a continued military 
and verbal escalation; whether ev-
erything possible is being done to 
silence the weapons," he said. 

Ukrainian officials have ac-
cused Russia of deporting thou-
sands of Ukrainian men, women 
and children to Russia from the 
besieged port city of Mariupol. 

Iryna Vereshchuk, deputy 
prime minister of Ukraine, said an 
estimated 40,000 Ukrainian cit-
izens were moved to camps in 
Russian-controlled territories, 
BBC News reported. 

As Russian forces overrun 
Mariupol, Ukrainian authorities 
are racing against time to evacu-
ate civilians sheltering in a steel-
work factory in the city. Although 
some Ukrainians were able to es-
cape, evacuations have been diffi-
cult due to Russia's continued 
bombardment of established hu-
manitarian corridors. 

Speaking to the pilgrims gath-
ered in the square, the pope called 
for the safe evacuation of civil-
ians trapped in the Azovstal steel 
plant and urged Christians to 
"pray the rosary for peace every 
day" during the Marian month of 
May. 

"Today is the beginning of the 
month dedicated to the Mother of 
God," he said. "My thought goes 
to the Ukrainian city of Mariupol, 
'the city of Mary,' barbarically 
bombed and destroyed." 

Before leading pilgrims in a 
moment of silent prayer, Pope 
Francis appealed for an end to the 
war and expressed his hope that 
"the path of dialogue and peace be 
taken." 

"I beg you, let us not sur-
render to the logic of violence, to 
the perverse spiral of weapons," 
the pope said. 

- - - 
Follow Arocho on Twitter: 

@arochoju



La fidelidad del esposo y la esposa en el matrimonio 
es una parte esencial de los votos de la boda. Cuando los 
cónyuges mantienen su fidelidad el uno al otro, están man-
teniendo su palabra dada. Este es un reflejo de la fidelidad 
de Dios. También es un reflejo de la fidelidad de Jesucristo 
a su iglesia (Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, núm. 2365). 
Este es un honor y un privilegio, ya que, por medio de este 
ministerio, un matrimonio fiel se convierte en un icono de 
Dios. 

La unión de un hombre y una mujer en el matrimonio 
es parte de la intención de Dios desde el principio de la 
raza humana. Los dos primeros capítulos del Libro del 
Génesis muestran la belleza y la pureza del plan de Dios: 
“Dios creó al hombre a su imagen ... varón y hembra los 
creó” (Gen. 1:27). Los bendijo y dijo: “Sean fecundos y 
multiplíquense” (Gen. 1:28). “Por eso el hombre deja a su 
madre y su padre para unirse a su mujer, y pasan a ser una 
sola carne” (Gen. 2:24). Esta visión bíblica de la dignidad 
del matrimonio es una verdad perenne. Sigue siendo válida 
hoy. 

En el Plan Pastoral actual de la Diócesis de San 
Ángelo, una de nuestras cuatro prioridades es la de nutrir a 
las familias. Esta tarea importante no es sólo para los min-
isterios de la iglesia, sino también para cada persona. 
Todos tenemos que hacer todo lo posible para apoyar la 
dignidad del matrimonio, y hay que evitar aquellas cosas 
que amenazan a los matrimonios y a las familias salud-
ables. Una de las más graves amenazas para el matrimonio 
es el adulterio. 

A pesar de los mensajes que recibimos de nuestra so-
ciedad contemporánea, el adulterio sigue siendo un pe-
cado. El sexto mandamiento dice: “No cometerás 
adulterio” (Ex. 20:14). Jesús reafirma este mandamiento 
en Mateo 19:18. San Pablo enseña que los adúlteros no 
heredarán el Reino de Dios. (1 Cor. 6:9-10).   

Cuando un hombre y una mujer, de los cuales al 
menos uno está casado, establecen una relación sexual,” 
cometen un adulterio (Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, 
núm. 2380). El adulterio está absolutamente prohibido en 
la Biblia. De acuerdo con las enseñanzas de nuestra fe ca-
tólica, “el acto sexual debe tener lugar exclusivamente en 
el matrimonio; fuera de éste constituye siempre un pecado 
grave y excluye de la comunión sacramental” (Catecismo 
de la Iglesia Católica, núm. 2390). 

El adulterio es una injusticia en contra el cónyuge. A 
través del matrimonio, los cónyuges se dan a sí mismos el 
uno al otro, en una alianza exclusiva, perpetua, y monó-
gama. Los que cometen adulterio causan daño a la alianza 
sagrada matrimonial. El adulterio transgrede los derechos 
del cónyuge, porque le da a otra persona lo que el cónyuge 
tiene el derecho exclusivo a recibir. El cónyuge víctima 
pasa por un profundo dolor después de ser traicionado. 

El adulterio es también una injusticia contra los hijos 
legítimos de uno. Cuando un cónyuge adultera, compro-
mete el bienestar de sus hijos, porque amenaza la unión es-
table de los padres (Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, núm. 
2381). A través de las relaciones sexuales fuera del matri-
monio, se corre el riesgo de tener hijos ilegítimos o provo-

car un divorcio. Estos ponen en peligro la atención que los 
padres deben mantener a sus hijos legítimos. 

La infidelidad conyugal comienza en la mente y el co-
razón mucho antes de que se convierte en físico. El noveno 
mandamiento dice: “No codiciarás la mujer de tu prójimo” 
(Ex. 20:17). El vicio de la avaricia incluye deseos de la 
carne y el deseo de los ojos (1 Juan 2:16). Jesús en su Ser-
món del Monte, dice, “Quien mira a una mujer con malos 
deseos, ya cometió adulterio con ella en su corazón” (Mt. 
5:28). 

Todos los seguidores de Jesucristo son llamados a 
ejercer la virtud de la castidad de acuerdo con su estado de 
vida (Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, núm. 2348). Esta 
es una tarea de toda la vida que implica la autoconciencia, 
la autodisciplina, la oración, y el mantenimiento de los 
límites interpersonales sanos. Una persona sana y madura 
estará atenta a cualquier indicador de un desarrollo de in-
fidelidad emocional en su propio corazón y responderá por 
medio de restablecer límites más apropiados. 

Un ingrediente clave para una buena vida moral es evi-
tar la ocasión próxima de pecado. Existen múltiples prácti-
cas en nuestro mundo que violan la virtud de la castidad y 
pueden conducir al adulterio. Estos deben ser evitados. In-
cluyen el uso de la pornografía, sexo telefónico, cibersexo, 
letras explícitas en la música, programas de televisión in-
morales, y películas que rebajan la dignidad de la sexuali-
dad y el matrimonio. Tienen una influencia corruptora en 
la mente. Nuestra mente funciona en muchos aspectos 
como una computadora – "entra basura, sale basura." Si 
sinceramente deseamos ser buenos, ¿por qué habríamos de 
llenar nuestra mente con imágenes que promueven el pe-
cado? 

Otro factor que tiene una enorme influencia en la fide-
lidad es la compañía que tenemos. Las parejas casadas 
harán bien en elegir a los amigos que apoyan a su fideli-
dad. Si realmente deseamos ser fieles, entonces no nos 
pondremos alrededor de personas que nos animan a ser in-
fieles. Tampoco vamos a pasar el rato en lugares que abren 
la puerta a la infidelidad. Trataremos de establecer amis-
tades con otras parejas comprometidas. Construiremos sis-
temas de apoyo que nos ayuden a ser honestos con 
nosotros mismos y fieles a nuestros compromisos. 

Muchas parejas casadas han encontrado un gran apoyo 
participando en grupos de parejas casadas en su parroquia. 
Si su parroquia tiene tales grupos, sería bueno considerar 
unirse a uno. Si no es así, entonces sería bueno de comen-
zar uno. Una forma sencilla de empezar es utilizar el pro-

grama The Choice Wine producido por Paradisus Dei, que 
se puede encontrar en https://paradisusdei.org/the-choice-
wine/. 

Para aquellos que están pasando por desafíos difíciles 
en su relación matrimonial, hay un ministerio católico 
maravilloso llamado Retrouvaille, que se puede encontrar 
en https://www.helpourmarriage.org/. Se ayuda a las pare-
jas a restaurar su matrimonio y reconstruir una relación de 
amor. Es sobre todo un programa práctico para mejorar la 
comunicación, construir matrimonios fuertes, y ayudar a 
las parejas a reconectar. Los presentadores no son conseje-
ros de matrimonio entrenados, sino más bien parejas com-
partiendo sus historias personales de luchas maritales y las 
herramientas que utilizan para redescubrir su amor. 

Hay muchos ministerios católicos con una larga histo-
ria de éxito para fomentar matrimonios sanos y fieles. Var-
ios de estos están presentes en nuestra diócesis, incluyendo 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter, Engaged Encounter, Cou-
ples for Christ, Strong Catholic Families, Joyful Again, 
Choice Wine, y Movimiento Familiar Cristiano. La Con-
ferencia de Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos tiene 
un sitio web muy útil llamado Por Tu Matrimonio. Se 
puede encontrar en https://portumatrimonio.org/. Ofrece 
interesantes artículos, vídeos, blogs y otros contenidos que 
ayudan a nutrir a un matrimonio fuerte y la vida familiar. 
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Oración por los  
seminaristas y sacerdotes

Espacio de Oración

Jesús, nuestro gran Sumo Sacerdote, 
te doy gracias por el don de tu sacerdocio 
en la Iglesia. Ruego por todos los sacerdotes 
y los que están en la formación sacerdotal, espe-
cialmente en nuestra diócesis.. 
 
Llénalos con el gozo de tu Espíritu Santo 
mientras te imitan, el Buen Pastor, 
entregando sus vidas diariamente para aquellos 
que 
les has dado para servir. Deja que tu amor 
llene y satisfaga sus corazones mientras tu les 
enseñas 
cómo dar de ellos mismos más profundamente. 
Hazles ardientes pero amables heraldos del 
Evangelio y tiernos ministros de tu misericordia, 
especialmente hacia los que más la necesitan. 
Jesús, manso y humilde de corazón, haz 
sus corazones más como el tuyo! Amén. 
 
Padre Nuestro ...., Ave Maria ..., Gloria ... 
 
San Juan Vianney, patrón de los sacerdotes, 
¡Ruega pro nosotros!

El adulterio sigue siendo un pecado
Obispo  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de  
San Ángelo

La ideología obstruye la  

belleza de la familia, dice el papa
Por Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 
 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — Las 
familias juegan un papel importante en el desar-
rollo de una sociedad cuando no se les imponen 
ideologías, dijo el papa Francisco. 

La familia es la "primera sembradora del 
árbol de la gratuidad", y cuando la civilización 
"arranca" ese don, "su decadencia se vuelve im-
parable", dijo el papa el 29 de abril. 

"Creo que hay ciertas condiciones para re-
descubrir la belleza de la familia. La primera es 
sacar del ojo de la mente la 'catarata' de las 
ideologías que nos impiden ver la realidad", 
dijo. 

El papa Francisco se dirigió a los miembros 
de la Academia Pontificia de Ciencias Sociales, 
que celebraron una reunión plenaria del 27 al 29 
de abril en el Vaticano sobre el papel de la fam-
ilia y "el desafío del amor". 

La familia está "casi siempre en la cima de 
la escala de valores" para las personas de todo 
el mundo, dijo el papa, porque "está inscrita en 
la naturaleza misma de la mujer y el hombre". 

Por eso, el matrimonio y la familia no son 
"instituciones puramente humanas a pesar de los 
muchos cambios que han sufrido a lo largo de 
los siglos y de las diferencias culturales y espir-
ituales entre los pueblos", dijo. 

Pero, dijo, las familias pueden volverse 
"aisladas y fragmentadas en el contexto de la 
sociedad" cuando son vistas "de una manera in-
dividualista y privada, como es un poco el caso 
en Occidente". 

Cuando eso sucede, dijo el papa, "se pierden 
las funciones sociales que la familia ejerce entre 

los individuos y en la comunidad, especialmente 
en relación con los más débiles, como los niños, 
las personas con discapacidad y los ancianos". 

En cambio, las familias deben seguir siendo 
"un lugar de acogida", especialmente "donde 
hay miembros frágiles o discapacitados", dijo el 
papa. De esa manera, se convierten en un ejem-
plo de "amor y paciencia en las dificultades de 
la vida". 

La sociedad, añadió, también se beneficia 
del ejemplo de las familias adoptivas y de aco-
gida. 

"Como sabemos, la familia es el principal 
antídoto contra la pobreza, tanto material como 
espiritual, así como contra el problema del de-
clive demográfico y la paternidad y maternidad 
irresponsables", dijo. 

Partiendo de sus comentarios preparados, el 
papa destacó la naturaleza "grave" de la dis-
minución de las tasas de natalidad, así como la 
crianza "irresponsable", que no definió. 

"Vale la pena señalar estas dos cosas. El in-
vierno demográfico es un asunto serio", dijo. 
"Aquí en Italia es grave en comparación con 
otros países de Europa. No se puede dejar de 
lado, es grave. Y la irresponsabilidad de la ma-
ternidad y la paternidad es otra cosa grave que 
se debe abordar para ayudar a evitar que 
suceda". 

El papa Francisco dijo que a través de la 
ayuda de otras personas e instituciones, la fam-
ilia puede convertirse en "un vínculo de perfec-
ción y un bien relacional en la medida en que 
permite que florezca su propia naturaleza". 

"Una sociedad 'amigable con la familia' es 
posible porque la sociedad nace y evoluciona 
con la familia", dijo.

Papa denuncia 'macabra regresión 

de la humanidad' en Ucrania

Por Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 
 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
(CNS) — Al renovar su llamado por 
la paz, el papa Francisco dijo que la-
menta el sufrimiento del pueblo 
ucraniano, especialmente debido a 
los informes de niños y ancianos que 
han sido deportados a la fuerza a 
Rusia. 

Después de rezar la oración "Re-
gina Coeli" con los peregrinos reuni-
dos en la Plaza de San Pedro el 1 de 
mayo, el papa dijo que "los terribles 
informes de niños expulsados ??y 
deportados" lo han hecho "sufrir y 
llorar". 

"Y mientras asistimos a una ma-
cabra regresión de la humanidad, me 
pregunto, junto a tantos angustiados, 
si realmente se está buscando la paz, 
si existe la voluntad de evitar una es-
calada militar y verbal continua, si se 
está haciendo todo lo posible para si-
lenciar las armas", dijo. 

Funcionarios ucranianos han 
acusado a Rusia de deportar a miles 
de hombres, mujeres y niños ucrani-
anos a Rusia desde la ciudad por-
tuaria sitiada de Mariupol. 

Iryna Vereshchuk, viceprimera 
ministra de Ucrania, dijo que aproxi-
madamente 40,000 ciudadanos ucra-
nianos fueron trasladados a 
campamentos en territorios controla-

dos por Rusia, informó BBC News. 
Mientras las fuerzas rusas in-

vaden Mariupol, las autoridades 
ucranianas corren contrarreloj para 
evacuar a los civiles que se refugian 
en una fábrica de acero en la ciudad. 
Aunque algunos ucranianos pudieron 
escapar, las evacuaciones han sido 
difíciles debido al continuo bombar-
deo de Rusia de los corredores hu-
manitarios establecidos. 

En declaraciones a los peregri-
nos reunidos en la plaza, el papa 
pidió la evacuación segura de los 
civiles atrapados en la planta siderúr-
gica de Azovstal e instó a los cristia-
nos a "rezar el rosario por la paz 
todos los días" durante el mes mari-
ano de mayo. 

"Hoy es el comienzo del mes 
dedicado a la Madre de Dios", dijo. 
"Mi pensamiento va a la ciudad ucra-
niana de Mariupol, 'la ciudad de 
María', bárbaramente bombardeada y 
destruida". 

Antes de guiar a los peregrinos 
en un momento de oración en silen-
cio, el papa Francisco hizo un lla-
mado pidiendo por el fin de la guerra 
y expresó su esperanza de que "se 
tome el camino del diálogo y la paz". 

"Les ruego que no nos rindamos 
a la lógica de la violencia, a la espi-
ral perversa de las armas. ¡Tomemos 
el camino del diálogo y de la paz", 
dijo el papa.
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CALENDARS

May 2022 
 
1 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mar-

riage Jubilee at 3:00 p.m. 
2 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Dioce-

san Mission Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
3 COLEMAN, Sacred Heart, Confirmation Mass at 6:00 

p.m. 
4 SAN ANGELO, Angelo Catholic School, Mass at 8:30 

a.m. 
4 BALLINGER, St. Mary Star of the Sea, Confirmation 

Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
5 ODESSA, St. Joseph/St. Anthony, Confirmation Mass 

at 6:00 p.m. 
6 MIDLAND, St. Ann Catholic School, Elementary 

School Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
6 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 p.m. 
7 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Young Adult Conference 

Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
7 ABILENE, Sacred Heart, Confirmation Mass at 5:30 

p.m. 
10 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
11 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Mass 

with deacon candidates at 11:00 a.m. 
12 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priest Per-

sonnel Board meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
12 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Blue 

Mass at 6:30 p.m. 
13 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan 

Liturgical Commission meeting at 1:30 p.m. 
13 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Vespers and 

May Crowning at 7:00 p.m. 
14 MIDLAND, Holy Cross Catholic High School, Black 

and Gold Ball at 6:00 p.m. 
15 BRADY, St. Patrick, Confirmation Mass at 10:30 a.m. 
15 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Confirmation and First 

Communion Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
16 GARDEN CITY, Halfmann Pecan Orchard, Rural Life 

Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
17 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Pastoral 

Plan Implementation Committee meeting at 10:00 
a.m. 

17 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret of Scotland, Adult Confir-
mation at 6:00 p.m. 

18 SAN ANGELO, St. Mary, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 
p.m. 

19 ABILENE, St. Francis of Assisi, Mass of Installation of 
Pastor, Rev. Innocent Eziefule, at 6:00 p.m. 

21 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Ordination Mass of Transitional Dea-

con for Mike Elsner at 10:30 a.m. 

21 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Confirmation Mass at 5:00 

p.m. 
22 ANDREWS, Our Lady of Lourdes, Confirmation Mass 

at 10:30 a.m. 
23 ODESSA, Holy Redeemer, Confirmation Mass at 7:00 

p.m. 
24 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Deanery meeting at 12:00 

noon 
24 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Candidacy Mass 

for Joshua Basse at 7:00 p.m. 
25 MIDLAND, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Confirmation 

Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
27 MIDLAND, Holy Cross Catholic High School Gradu-

ation at 7:00 p.m. 
28 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Confirmation Mass 

at 11:00 a.m. 
28 FORT STOCKTON, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Confir-

mation Mass at 5:30 p.m. 
29 OZONA, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Confirmation 

Mass at 11:00 a.m. 
31 ABILENE, St. Francis of Assisi, Confirmation Mass at 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 
June 2022 
 
1 SONORA, St. Ann, Confirmation Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
4 BIG SPRING, Howard College, Ordination of Per-

manent Deacons at 10:30 a.m. 
4 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Confirmation Mass at 

6:00 p.m. 
5 CARLSBAD, St. Therese, Confirmation Mass at 11:00 

a.m. 
5 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Confir-

mation Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
10 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Joint meet-

ing of Finance Council and Presbyteral Council at 
11:00 a.m., Presbyteral Council at 2:00 p.m. 

11 ODESSA, St. Mary, Confirmation Mass at 10:00 a.m. 
11 BIG SPRING, Holy Trinity, Confirmation Mass at 5:00 

p.m. 
12–17 SAN DIEGO, USCCB Assembly meeting 
18 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mass 

to begin diocesan year of Eucharistic Revival at 4:00 
p.m., followed by Eucharistic Procession 

19 COLORADO CITY, St. Ann, Confirmation Mass at 
10:30 a.m. 

21 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Parish 
Staff Development Day 

23–26 CHICAGO, Young Adult Journeying Together Event 
29 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Summer Deanery Days 

of Reflection by Bishop Mario Avilés, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Brownsville 

May 
 
1 Deacon Leslie Maiman (O — 2015) 
2 Rev. Russell Schultz (D — 2004) 
2 Deacon Luis Villarreal (B) 
4 Deacon Robert Selvera (B) 
5 Rev. Clifford Blackburn, OMI (D — 2005) 
7 Msgr.Kevin Heyburn (D — 2001) 
8 Rev. Mamachan Joseph (O — 1986) 
9 Deacon Juan Arguello (D — 2019) 
9 Rev. Tom Diab (D — 2007) 
9 Rev. Leo Diersing (D — 1999) 
13 Deacon Leslie Maiman (B) 
13 Rev. Bhaskar Morogudi (O — 1999) 
14 Deacon Manuel Luevano (D — 2019) 
15 Deacon Wayne Rock (D — 2006) 
18 Rev. David Herrera (B) 
18 Bishop Michael Pfeifer (B) 
18 Deacon Clemente Villa (B) 
19 Deacon Ronald Stegenga (B) 
20 Deacon Robert Moreno (B) 
21 Deacon Ricardo Torres (B) 
22 Deacon Michael LaMonica (B) 
22 Rev. Emilio Sosa (B) 
22 Rev. Kevin Lenius (O — 2021) 
24 Msgr. Benedict Zientek (O —1958) 
25 Rev. Tom Barley (O — 1991) 
25 Rev. Terry Brenon (O — 1991) 
25 Rev. Martin Hubbs (O —2012) 
25 Rev. Balachandra Nagipogu (B) 
26 Msgr. James Bridges (O — 1962) 
27 Rev. Charles Greenwell (O — 1982) 
27 Msgr. Fred Nawarskas (O — 1967) 
27 Rev. Mark Woodruff (O — 1972) 
28 Rev. Francis Hynes, CM (D — 1996) 
29 Msgr. Bernard Gully (O — 1962) 
30 Rev. Adam Droll (O — 2015) 
30 Rev. Felix Archibong (O — 2015) 
30 Rev. Ryan Rojo (O — 2015) 
30 Rev. Saul Alonso Garcia (O — 2008) 
31 Rev. Joey Faylona (O — 2003) 
31 Rev. Gilbert Rodriguez (O — 1974) 
31 Rev. Rodney White (O — 2003)   
 
June 
 
1 Deacon John Specht (O — 1995) 
1 Rev. Santiago Udayar (B) 
1 Rev. Joseph Uecker (O — 1968) 
2 Rev. Yesuratnam Mulakaleti (B) 
3 Rev. Ruben Covos (O — 2006) 
3 Rev. Tony Franco (O — 2016) 
3 Deacon Rogelio Ibarra (O — 1995) 
3 Rev. Ariel Lagunilla (O — 2006) 
3 Deacon Gerald Schwalb (O — 1995) 
4 Rev. Patrick Akpanobong (O — 2011) 
4 Rev. Prem Thumma (O — 2011) 
5 Deacon Frankie Aguirre (O — 2010) 
5 Rev. Msgr. Robert Bush (O — 1969) 
5 Deacon Alfred Camarillo (O — 2010) 
5 Rev. Frank Chavez (O — 1976) 
5 Deacon Antero Gonzalez (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Walter Hammons (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Leonard Hendon ( O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Dwain Hennessey (O — 2010) 
5 Rev. Steven Hicks (O — 1982) 
5 Deacon Daniel Holguin (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Allan Lange (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Miguel Lopez (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Marc Main (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Luis Mata (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Marcos Mata (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Federico Medina (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Hector Mendez (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Robert Moreno (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Jesus Napoles (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Reynaldo Nuñez (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Victor Ramirez (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Gary Rhodes (O — 2010) 

Continued at right 

Bishop’s Calendar 
 

Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

325-651-7500 | lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Please pray for our clergy

B = Birthday | O = Date of Ordination 

D = Date of Death

Clergy, continued 
5 Deacon Claudio Sanchez (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Robert Selvera (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Daniel Shannahan (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Ricardo Torres (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Daniel Vaughan (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Luis Villarreal (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon David Workman (O — 2010) 
5 Deacon Steven Zimmerman (O — 2010) 
7 Deacon Gary Brooks (O — 2003) 
7 Rev. Ray Corr, OP (D — 2005) 
8 Rev. Juan Lopez – (O — 2013) 
8 Rev. Felix Cubelo (D — 2007) 
8 Rev. Innocent Eziefule (O — 2013) 
8 Rev. Lorenzo Hatch (B) 
8 Rev. Lorenzo Hatch (O — 2013) 
8 Rev. Sam Matthiesen (O — 2013) 
8 Rev. Francis Onyekozuru (O — 2013) 
8 Rev. Angel Castro Gonzales (O — 2013) 
9 Rev. Reggie Odima (O — 2018) 
9 Rev. Freddy Perez (O — 2018) 
10 Rev. Joshua Grey (O — 2017) 
10 Rev. Timothy Hayter (O — 2017) 
15 Rev. Msgr. Larry Droll (O — 1973) 
15 Rev. John Kuehner (B) 
15 Deacon Luis Mata (B) 
15 Rev. Bhaskar Morogudi (B) 
16 Rev. Juan Fernando Bonilla (O — 2012) 
17 Rev. Barry McLean (D — 2012) 
18 Deacon Frankie Aguirre (B) 
18 Rev. Steven Hicks (B)  
18 Rev. John Lucassen (D — 1993) 
20 Rev. Serafin Avenido (O — 1977) 
20 Deacon William Smith (D — 2003) 
22 Rev. Ruben Covos (B) 
22 Rev. Msgr. Alvin Wilde (D — 1996) 
22 Rev. Ismael Velazco (B) 
23 Deacon Thomas Collier (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Andrew Davis (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Thomas Flores (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Jose Gallegos (O — 2018) 

23 Deacon Edward Gonzalez (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Joel Gutierrez (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Jesse Martinez (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon David Mendez (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Orlando Mendoza (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Alan Pelzel (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Juan Rangel (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Floyd Schwartz (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Ronald Stegenga (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Jose Villagrana (O — 2018) 
23 Deacon Bobby Wright Jr. (O — 2018) 
24 Rev. Msgr. Maurice Voity (O — 1979) 
25 Rev. Bill DuBuisson, OMI (D — 2015) 
26 Deacon Victor Belman (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon William Brady (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Bill Butler (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Abel Fernandez (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Flabio Franco (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Paul Hinojos (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Charles Lambert (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Victor Lopez (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Mike Medina (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Jesse Ortiz (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Harry Pelto (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Alexander Perez (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Salvador Primera (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Reuben Reyes (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Fidel Saldivar (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Felix Segura (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Alex Sosa (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Sador Sotelo (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Clemente Villa (O — 2004) 
26 Deacon Ignacio Villa (O — 2004) 
28 Rev. Tom Barley (B) 
28 Bishop Stephen Leven (D — 1983) 
29 Deacon Joseph Lopez (D — 2021) 
29 Deacon Marc Main (B) 
29 Rev. Joseph Ogbonna (O — 2002) 
29 Rev. Richard Regan (O — 1985) 
29 Rev. Ismael Velazco (O — 2019) 
30 Deacon Fidel Saldivar (B)



West Texas Angelus 
 
SAN ANGELO — In the Diocese of San Angelo, 

the Franciscan influence began in the 1600s with the 
first Franciscan missionaries, and in recent years the 
presence and ministry of Franciscan Sisters Hilda Ma-
rotta and Adelina Garcia continued the Franciscan tra-
dition through the diocesan office of Evangelization 
and Catechesis. 

However, the direct Franciscan presence in the di-
ocese is set to take a pause this summer when Sister 
Hilda, Director of Evangelization and Catechesis, and 
Sister Adelina, Associate Director of the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis, return to the provincial 
house of the School Sisters of St. Francis in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania.  

“We’ve been thinking about it,” both sisters said in 
unison about their decision to conclude their ministry. 
“It’s time to do something else in a different capacity 
and place” Sister Hilda said.  

Bishop Michael Sis said of their service, “Sister 
Hilda and Sister Adelina have contributed to the faith 
formation of thousands of people in West Texas.  They 
have trained and guided our parish catechetical 
leaders. They have collaborated on countless diocesan 
initiatives. They have helped our people to live out 
their calling in building the Kingdom of God. We will 
miss them dearly, and we will be forever grateful for 
their generous leadership here.” 

Sister Hilda and Sister Adelina both grew up in 
Franciscan parishes in San Antonio and met when they 
were in the formation program of the School Sisters of 
St. Francis in Pittsburgh.  Twenty-five years after pro-
fessing their religious vows, the sisters were mis-
sioned together in San Angelo to live and work among 
the people of the diocese. 

The School Sisters of St. Francis first came to the 
diocese in 1993 when Sister Kathy Kudlac accepted 
the position of principal at Angelo Catholic School 
and Sister Hilda accepted the position as youth minis-
ter at Holy Angels Parish in San Angelo. In 1996 
Sister Hilda transitioned to diocesan leadership as the 
Associate Director of Education and Formation (now 
the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis). In 2003, 
Sister Hilda was named director of the office and 
Sister Adelina began her ministry as the associate di-
rector. 

During their time in the diocese, there have been 
many highlights. They recall the various documents 
being published giving direction to catechetical mini-
stry, youth ministry, young adult ministry, campus 
ministry, family life, and marriage ministry. There was 
much excitement with regard to national implementa-
tion, and this enthusiasm was extended as awareness 
began at the local level. The sisters traveled through-
out the diocese giving workshops and presentations fo-
cusing on the importance of these various documents 
and assisting leaders with the implementation at the 
parish/mission level. These documents have always set 
the direction for the office. Over the years, workshops, 
training, parish/mission visits, talking with leaders, the 
sisters say they have always tried  to convey the mes-
sage and vision of the documents. They assisted par-
ishes in developing small faith communities using 
materials from Renew International.  The annual Dioc-
esan Conference Day brought speakers from across the 

nation to the diocese to keep participants updated on 
the direction of the church in our country. Youth con-
ferences for individuals from junior high to young 
adulthood and virtual World Youth Day pilgrimages 
were held. Pilgrims attended in-person World Youth 
Day festivities in Denver, in Toronto, and farther 
afield: Cologne, Germany; Sydney, Australia; Madrid, 
Spain; Krakow, Poland; Panama City, Panama. These 
events offered a global view of church and a multi-
cultural experience of faith expressions. National and 
Regional Catholic Youth Conferences gave youth a 
broader view of church in our country. The diocese 
hosted the 2012 Region 10 Youth Conference. For five 
years the Make a Difference program, a week-long ex-
perience, introduced youth to Catholic social teaching 
and helped them connect faith with service.  

The sisters recalled the mixture of exhaustion and 
enthusiasm of traveling the diocese to teach courses on 
basic and advance faith formation, leadership training, 
and other workshops. The transition of the same 
courses to a virtual format occurred during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. LIMEX (Loyola Institute for 
Ministry Extension), a master’s degree program in 
Pastoral Studies through the University of Loyola in 
New Orleans, which began in the diocese in 1995. 
Many adults pursued this opportunity. The office was 
always involved at state, regional, and national levels 
in all ministries.    

In the fall of 2011, the School Sisters of St. Fran-
cis opened the Franciscan Resource Center in San 

Angelo, offering outreach to immigrants, classes on 
the Catholic faith, days of reflection, spiritual direc-
tion, Franciscan celebrations, and faith sharing. Offer-
ings were held in English and Spanish. 

 The sisters wish to express their gratitude to the 
people of the diocese whom they have met and minis-
tered with (laity, women religious, and clergy); Bishop 
Michael Pfeifer, who initially gave them the opportu-
nity to serve in the diocese and who supported, af-
firmed and encouraged them over the years; Bishop 
Michael Sis, who continued to support them when he 
took the reins of the diocese; and the School Sisters of 
St. Francis, who have supported them throughout their 
years of service in the diocese. Sister Hilda also 
thanks Sister Joan Markus, SSND, (the former director 
of the office) who mentored and supported her in her 
role as associate director.  

In all, Sister Hilda has served the Diocese of San 
Angelo for 29 years; Sister Adelina has served 19 
years. Altogether, they have provided 48 years of edu-
cation, formation and leadership to the people of the 
diocese and leave a legacy of hope, gratitude, mission 
and service.  Their last day of employment is June 30, 
2022. 

Though we may soon enter a time without a direct 
Franciscan religious presence in our area of West 
Texas, in much the same way the Franciscans’ early 
influence can still be seen in symbols and images in 
churches in the diocese, the effect of these two Fran-
ciscans will be felt for years to come. 
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May 2022 
 
10–15 Deacon Formation Retreat 
18 DOSA Staff Mass & Lunch 
22 Confirmation Retreat (Virtual) 
30 CKRC Offices closed in observance of  

Memorial Day

June 2022 
 
16–19 Girls’ Chrysalis 
21 Parish Staff Development Day

Christ the King Retreat Center

Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to cre-
ating and maintaining the safest pos-
sible environment for our children and 
vulnerable adults. If you or someone 
you know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and 
you need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help 
you. To report incidents, call Lori 
Hines, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 

325-374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese 
of San Angelo, Victim Assistance 
Ministry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, 
TX 76902. If the incident occurred 
outside this diocese, our Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator will assist in bring-
ing your concern to the attention of 
the appropriate diocese.  Please keep 
in mind that one always has the right 
to report abuse to civil authorities, and 
civil law requires that any abuse of a 
minor must be reported.

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cual-
quier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y 
necesita un lugar para hablar con alguien 
sobre sus sentimientos de traición o he-
rido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayu-
darle. Para reportar incidentes, llame a 
Lori Hines, Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o es-

criba a la Diócesis de San Ángelo, Minis-
terio de Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 
1829, San Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intér-
prete de español está disponible. Si el in-
cidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, 
nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupa-
ción a la atención de la diócesis cor-
respondiente. Por favor, tenga en cuenta 
que uno siempre tiene el derecho de re-
portar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y 
la ley civil requiere que cualquier abuso 
de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.

Catholic Communication Campaign 
May 29, 2022 

This special collection benefits Catholic communication at a na-
tional and local level. Half of all money collected remains 
right here in the Diocese of San Angelo to support com-
munication efforts, including the West Texas Angelus.

Upcoming Special Collections

Sisters to conclude ministry in diocese;  

Duo collectively offered 48 years of ministry

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Sister Adelina Garcia (left) and Sister Hilda Marotta have long served as associate director and director of the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis for the Diocese of San Angelo. The two Franciscan sisters will soon return to the provincial 
house of the School Sisters of St. Francis in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Their last day of employment with the diocese will be 
June 20, 2022.



In his 1968 encyclical 
letter Humanae Vitae, St. 
Paul VI unequivocally af-
firms the irreplaceable value 
of human life. This is also 
emphatically echoed in 
Saint John Paul II’s 1995 
encyclical Evangelium Vitae 
(The Gospel of Life) which 
pinpoints the incomparable 
worth of human life. Flow-
ing from a loving Creator 
and carrying an unquantifiable dignity, human life is always a good and 
we are called to grasp this profound truth (Evangelium Vitae, no. 34).  

From the biblical account of the very first act of violence against 
human life, one sadly reads that “Cain rose up against his brother Abel, 
and killed him” (Gn 4:8). Thus, humanity is plunged into an endless 
cycle of killings, violence, rivalry, destruction, brutalization, and war 
against fellow humans. The cost is too great; the human cost above all! 
War inflicts indelible scars on everyone involved, especially the military 
personnel, their families, and loved ones. There is tremendous economic 
cost, humanitarian cost, moral cost, spiritual cost, environmental cost, 
etc. It tears humanity further apart from each other, creating enemies out 
of the same human family. While impacting our living environments, war 
affects other creatures and the ecosystems as well. 

In today’s world, multiple countries are nuclear powers. The pro-
posed nuclear disarmament has not worked as expected. Arms races are 
still going on (sometimes remotely and undetected). It is clear that no one 
will win a nuclear war. St. John XXIII captures this clearly when he 
writes that “in this age which boasts of its atomic power, it no longer 
makes sense to maintain that war is a fit instrument with which to repair 
the violation of justice” (Pacem in Terris, no. 127). In fact, President 
John F. Kennedy was right in asserting that humankind must put an end 
to war before war puts an end to humankind. As globalization depicts, 
our world is a truly global village. When one country sneezes, other 
countries catch cold. No part of the world will be safe if a nuclear war or 
chemical or biological warfare ever erupt. Nothing will justify the cost of 
such a war. The horrendous and detestable events of Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki would pale in comparison. 

An often-overlooked effect of war is the desensitization that it causes 
to the current and future generations. Experiencing war and violence up 
close (or virtually through televisions and other news outlets) could cause 
corruption of character for the one who frequently experiences them. It 
could get people used to it, make them numb to it, and harden the indi-
vidual and the collective human heart. The words “casualties” and “col-
lateral damage” in relation to war are often used to describe the loss of 
human lives. Maybe without the intention of minimizing the seriousness 
of human life, these words tend to present the awful reality of death and 
life-altering injuries in an easier fashion. Thus, making the true cost of 
war appear less grim to folks who would otherwise be horrified by the re-
ality of such numerous and rapid loss of human lives. Using the word 
“target” or other such expressions to describe human beings at war tends 
to make the value of their lives a distant reality. Such would make the 
loss of their lives appear “easier to swallow” while making the rest of hu-
manity “viewers” or some removed observers of the events that neg-
atively impact and cost lives. As we do not know how far the ripples of 
our actions go, we also do not know how far the ripples of war and vio-
lence go. 

In war, there is no victor. All are victims, with losses at various 
levels. Pope Francis bemoans that every war leaves our world worse than 
it was before. War is a failure of politics and of humanity. It is a shameful 
capitulation and a stinging defeat by the forces of evil. After living 
through the horrors of war himself, St. John Paul II spoke against war. 
While trying to subsume the principles of war into the principles of 
peace, he implored humanity to transcend justice into charity, not to deny 
justice, but to go beyond it into the realm of charity in order to avoid war. 
An anonymous author writes that during war the politicians give ammu-
nition, the rich give the food, and the poor give their children. Then when 
the war is over, the politicians get back the leftover ammunition. The rich 
would grow more food, and the poor would search for the graves of their 
children. It seems that the poor always bear the heaviest cost of war. 

From the crying voices of mothers whose children are fighting and 
dying, to the commanding voices of the military officers giving orders 
during war, one hears the same human voice, a voice drawn from the one 
breath given to humans by the God of mercy and love. From the devas-
tating countenances of couples whose means of livelihood are being de-
stroyed, to the frightened little young faces of children being hidden in 
bunkers, one sees the suffering faces of humankind in need of hope. 
From the wailing and groaning voices of those wounded in battle, to the 
quiet deep sigh of those caring for them, one hears the deafening sound 
of the heartache of individuals perpetually scarred by war. From the shiv-
ering of the elderly whose electricity and heaters are cut off, to the whim-
pering of folks around the charcoal fire, to people melting snow for 
water, one sees a world in need of compassion.  

In all this, war tends to make our common humanity slip away from 
our fingers. In all this, heaven hears the voices of the blood of the inno-
cent crying to the God of justice. Heaven hears the collective voice of a 
suffering humanity riddled with pain and desolation brought about by 
war and violence. In all this, Christ the Prince of Peace beckons! He 
stands ready with open arms, ever welcoming, ever consoling, and ever 
forgiving. He understands the cost of violence, for he himself suffered a 
violent death. Yet, he offers hope, compassion, peace, unity, solidarity, 
justice, and love, despite the unquantifiable cost of war. 

- - - 
Part I of Father Onyekozuru’s reflection appeared in the April 2022 

West Texas Angelus. 
- - - 

Father Francis Onyekozuru is parochial administrator of St. Mary 
Queen of Peace Parish in Brownwood. 
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Father Francis  
Onyekozuru

A reflection on  
the cost of war, part 2

Proposed budget targets Hyde  

protections for the unborn
President Biden’s Administration is proposing the 

elimination of the Hyde Amendment, along with 
other long-standing limits on federal taxpayer funding 
of abortion in the proposed budget for fiscal year 
2023. The Hyde Amendment has saved at least 2.5 
million babies from abortion since it became official 
in the 1970s by forbidding most taxpayer dollars from 
funding abortions. Biden’s budget repeals several pro-
life amendments which prohibit taxpayer funding for 
abortion. This budget would also affect about a dozen 
pro-life funding efforts, eliminating some funds for 
pro-life programs and would expand taxpayer funding 
for other abortion and related issues. All pro-lifers, be-
ginning with we bishops, priests and elected prolife 
legislators need to study each issue very carefully. As 
the members of the bishops of the pro-life committee 
activities remind us, we all need to be gravely con-
cerned about the continued efforts to expand taxpayer 
funding of abortion, which would occur if the Hyde 
Amendment or any other lifesaving appropriations 
riders were to be removed from the annual appropria-
tions bill. We take this stand because abortion, the di-
rect killing of the unborn, is not in any sense 
healthcare; it is the antithesis of healthcare. Far from 
promoting women’s health, abortion often has dis-
astrous effects on women’s physical and mental 
health. Pope Francis has stated, “I appeal to all pol-
iticians regardless of their faith convictions, to treat 
the defense of the lives of those who are about to be 
born and enter into society as the cornerstone of the 
common good.” And he further states, “their (unborn 
babies) killing in huge numbers undermines justice 
and compromises the proper solution of any other 
human and social issue.” If abortion is really the 
preeminent life issue, as we bishops say it is, then we 
must hold President Biden accountable for his pro-
abortion extremism, calling out Biden in a proper pas-
toral manner, for his anti-Catholic, pro-abortion 
policies. We bishops need to speak out and act more 
forcefully in defense of all human life, but especially 
the life of the unborn child in the womb. This requires 
more effective dialogue and engagement with all pub-
lic officials, especially Catholic public officials. 

 
Walking with Moms in Need and Ending Roe  

Several months ago, the US Bishops initiated a 
wonderful program, Walking with Moms in Need. 
This program is designed to accompany women and 
couples who are facing unexpected or difficult preg-
nancies, and during the early years of parenthood, of-
fering them loving and compassionate care. Again, 
we bishops need to clearly state that we exhort our 
president and legislators, all people, to prioritize the 
well-being of women, children, and families with 
both material resources and personal accompaniment 
so that no woman ever feels forced to choose between 
her future and the life of her child. We urge our pres-
ident and his administration as they prepare the new 
budget for 2023 to only fund programs and approve 
policies and goals that recognize and protect the dig-
nity and sanctity of human life in all its conditions and 
in all stages of development. This means we bishops, 
supported by all pro-lifers, need to be much more 
proactive in demanding that our president does not 
cancel the Hyde Amendment, and strongly encourage 
Congress to preserve it and reject the proposal for tax-
payers to subsidize the death of unborn children. We 
do this because morally we can never approve a pro-
gram which is gravely sinful and intrinsically evil. 
Taxpayer-funded abortion represents a serious failure 
to serve women in their maternity by funding despair 
and death instead of hope and life. 

Recently the US Catholic Bishops have initiated 
other programs to prepare for the hopeful overturning 
of the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade as the 
court reviews the case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization. The bishops point out, “the 
need to be prepared for this decision at the national, 
state and diocesan level cannot be overstated.” In this 
constant effort of encouraging the Supreme Court to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, the bishops, especially through 
our Pro-Life Committee, propose such an effort could 
serve both as a source of unity and as a messaging 
model for parishes, dioceses, and state conferences 
going forward. I encourage all pro-lifers to join in this 
pastoral initiative as we remember the nearly half a 
century of legalized abortion that has destroyed 65 
million precious, tiny children made in the very image 
of God. To encourage our Supreme Court to overturn 
the Roe v. Wade decision as they review the Dobbs 
decision, I urge my brother bishops, legislators, and 
all pro-lifers to remind the justices to carefully review 
the conditions of how the Roe v. Wade decision was 
issued in 1973. We need to remember and take action 
from what the Supreme Court admitted in Roe v. 
Wade: “if … personhood (for the unborn) is estab-
lished the appellant case of course collapses for the 
fetus’ right to life is then guaranteed by the 14th 
Amendment.” Thank God the appellant’s case has 

collapsed. Based on this conditional statement of 
some 50 years ago, science has confirmed the human-
ity and personhood of the unborn, which reason itself 
affirms, and has been our long biblical belief that 
human life begins at conception. So now the 
members of the Supreme Court have obligated them-
selves to rescind and change the decision of Roe v. 
Wade. The 14th Amendment to the Constitution 
states: “nor shall any state deprive any person of life, 
liberty or property, without due process of the law, nor 
to deny any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the law.” Never once did the Supreme 
Court declare abortion to be a constitutional right, as 
some falsely claim. The tiny unborn are persons made 
in God’s image and must never be deprived of their 
life and liberty. Since science is now totally clear that 
human life begins at conception, when a new human 
being is formed, our courts and government and the 
American people must now oppose abortion on de-
mand and insist that the unborn innocent life is to be 
protected, especially when it is most defenseless. 
Government exists to protect God-given, inalienable 
rights, the first of which is the right to life. The scien-
tific reality of the humanity of the unborn child is un-
disputed. For this reason, we cannot allow the 
proposed presidential budget to force taxpayers to 
fund the killing of the precious unborn. 

 
Pope Francis said “Abortion is Murder” 

Concurrent with the effort to overturn Roe v. 
Wade, we bishops, and all prolife leaders, especially 
our elected officials, must give equal importance to 
not allow the administration’s pro-abortion budget for 
2023 be enacted into law. We must be very passionate 
about this life and death issue for the precious unborn, 
as Christ wants us to be. Now more than ever all of us 
working together, bishops and all pro- lifers, as co-
workers in the life vineyard of the Lord, have the 
means guided by the inspiration, light, and love of the 
Holy Spirit to overcome the ever-increasing mag-
nitude of abortions right in our own country and at a 
worldwide level. We bishops and priests, all Catholics 
and Catholic organizations, must take a more forceful 
leadership in this regard and follow the lead of dear 
Pope Francis, who is constantly calling us to have a 
new respect for human life at all levels, beginning 
with the precious unborn, and he reminds us that this 
is the preeminent life issue. Now as we unite our ef-
forts to encourage the Supreme Court to overturn Roe 
v. Wade, and to prohibit the approval of the abortion-
filled proposed budget of the Biden administration by 
Congress, we remember that central to both efforts is 
prayer, which puts us in contact with the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Our prayer to our heavenly father through 
the intercession of Jesus and Mary, is expressed indi-
vidually, and in our homes and publicly in our schools 
and churches with the offering of the Mass, adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, in other prayer services like 
the rosary, and out in the streets before abortion 
centers. We keep in mind other powerful and chal-
lenging words of dear Pope Francis, as recently as 
September 2021. Pope Francis repeatedly said that 
“abortion is murder” and compared the accepting of 
abortion to “accepting daily murder” around the 
world. He also spoke explicitly against treating pre-
cious human life as “waste material.” At the same 
time, the pope stresses the closeness, compassion, and 
tenderness we need to have for all women, and for 
both parents dealing with an abortion decision, and 
offer them spiritual, human, and financial means to 
assist them with their many needs, and to encourage 
them to save their babies. 

 
Respect life from conception until natural death 

The magisterium of the church has always 
stressed the defense of the value and sacredness of 
human life from conception until natural death. 
Therefore, the church rejects the justification of those 
who say, especially some politicians, “personally I be-
lieve in the immorality of abortion but favor policies 
that include its legislation.” This is a grave pastoral 
and moral contradiction. In his inspiring encyclical 
Evangelium Vitae, St. Pope John Paul II states, “this is 
an erroneous theory, since no circumstance, no pur-
pose, no law can make an act lawful that is intrinsi-
cally illicit, since it is contradictory to the Law of 
God, which is written in every human heart, known 
by reason itself and proclaimed by the Church.” 

Bishop Emeritus 
Michael D. Pfeifer 

 
Diocese of   
San Angelo
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Diocese to participate in  

National Eucharistic Revival
In 2019, the Pew Research Center released troubling results based 

upon a survey, reporting that only one-third of U.S. Catholics believe 
in the Real Presence of the Eucharist. In 2020, Covid-19 deeply im-
pacted our sense of community with many Catholics forgoing the ex-
perience of Mass for their safety.  

In response to these developments, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) is undertaking a process of National Eucha-
ristic Revival in our country, beginning on the Feast of Corpus Christi 
2022. The revival is a three-year process that includes diocesan, parish, 
and national phases. The National Eucharistic Revival will include a 
National Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis, Indiana, on June 17-21, 
2024. The Diocese of San Angelo is participating in the National Eu-
charistic Revival. For more information on the revival, visit:  
eucharisticrevival.org. 

Our local diocesan phase of the Eucharistic Revival will begin with 
a Mass and eucharistic procession at Sacred Heart Cathedral on Sat-
urday, June 18, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. Following the eucharistic proces-
sion, an overnight vigil of Eucharistic Exposition will take place, 
concluding with Benediction before the 10:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral.  

Each parish has been asked to send two to six representatives to this 
Mass and eucharistic procession. Representatives from the Eucharistic 
Revival will soon be reaching out to parish and diocesan sodalities to 
invite their participation. Parish and mission representatives are en-
couraged to distinguish themselves in the procession with things like 
banners, flags, or shirts. For more information, please contact your 
local pastor.    

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, quoting the Second Vatican 
Council, famously reminds believers that the Eucharist is “the source 
and summit of the Christian life" (no. 1324). The entire mission of the 
church comes from, and returns to, the experience of the Eucharist.  

In the Diocese of San Angelo, different efforts will be oriented in 
the upcoming year toward the mystery of the Eucharist. The topic of 
the annual priest convocation will be the celebration of the Mass, with 
particular emphasis on a worthy and reverent celebration. Upcoming 
diaconate retreats will be on the experience of the Eucharist in the 
work and ministry of deacons. The Diocese of San Angelo will sponsor 
a Diocesan Eucharist Congress in spring 2023 in the Midland/Odessa 
area. These are just a few hopes for the upcoming year of Eucharistic 
Revival.  

Please keep the work of the National Eucharistic Revival in your 
prayers. If you feel called to contribute to the success of the revival 
with either prayers or financial support, please contact Father Ryan 
Rojo, the diocesan contact for the National Eucharistic Revival. He can 
be reached at rrojo@sanangelodiocese.org.  

Chrism Mass, April 12, 2022

The priests of the 
Diocese of San 
Angelo renewed 
their priestly 
promises during 
the Chrism Mass 
at the Cathedral 
Church of the 
Sacred Heart in 
San Angelo, April 
12, 2022.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Marriage Jubilee, May 1, 2022

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Couples celebrating landmark anniversaries of sacramental marriages renewed their vows and had their marriages blessed by Bishop Michael Sis at the diocesan Marriage Jubilee, May 1, 
2022, at the Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart in San Angelo.
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Registration open: 

Diocese of San Angelo 

World Youth Day 2023  

pilgrimage to Lisbon
The Diocese of San Angelo will be participating in World Youth 

Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal. The 10-day pilgrimage will include a 
visit to Fatima. 

Those attending from the Diocese of San Angelo will depart 
from Dallas on Sunday, July 30, 2023, to arrive in Lisbon for World 
Youth Day activities after a day of welcome and orientation. Partici-
pants will have the full World Youth Day experience from Aug. 1 to 
Aug. 6, including Mass celebrated by His Holiness Pope Francis. 
After the conclusion of World Youth Day festivities, the group will 
travel to the Basilica and Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima before re-
turning home. 

Registration is now open. The cost ranges from $3,795 to $5,217 
per person depending on rooming preferences. For more infor-
mation, visit http://bit.ly/SanAngeloWYD.

Diocesan office  

seeks secretary
The Office of Evangelization and Catechesis currently has a po-

sition available for a Secretary. 
Qualifications include a high school diploma and prior office ex-

perience; good communication skills, command of the English lan-
guage, proficiency with Microsoft Office including Word, Publisher, 
Excel, Access. Applicant must have excellent time management 
skills, organizational skills, and the ability to maintain and create da-
tabases. Knowledge of Spanish is helpful. Hours are Monday – Fri-
day, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. with benefits, with occasional weekend 
work required. Applicants should email resume with references to 
Office of Evangelization and Catechesis,  
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org. 

Position is open until filled. 

May Masses you 

won’t want to miss!
Thursday, May 12 

Blue Mass at Sacred Heart Cathedral 
This Mass will honor our first responders. See details on this 

page. 

 
Monday, May 16 

Rural Life Mass at the Halfmann Pecan  

Orchard near Garden City 
This unique annual diocesan Mass gives thanks for the bounty 

provided by the land in our diocese and for the men and women who 

work in our rural areas. See details on this page. 

 
Saturday, May 21 

Transitional diaconate ordination for Mike 

Elsner at St. Stephen Church in Midland 
Diocesan seminarian Mike Elsner will be ordained a transitional 

deacon for the Diocese of San Angelo. Differing from the permanent 

diaconate (see Page 20), the transitional diaconate is a step on the 

path to priestly ordination. You can help welcome Mike Elsner to his 

role as a transitional deacon at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, May 21, at St. 

Stephen Church in Midland, 4601 Neely Ave. 

 
Sunday, May 29 

50th anniversary of priestly ordination for 

Father Mark Woodruff 
Father Mark Woodruff, pastor of Sacred Heart in Menard and St. 

Theresa of the Child Jesus in Junction, will celebrate the 50th anni-

versary of his ordination to the priesthood on Sunday, May 29, 2022. 

He was ordained a priest at St. Mary’s Cathedral, San Francisco, 

on May 27, 1972.  He has served in the Diocese of San Angelo since 

June 1976. 

Two celebrations are planned, the first at the 9:00 Mass at the 

Menard parish, and the second at the 11:00 Mass at the Junction par-

ish.  A reception will follow the 11:00 o’clock Mass in St. Theresa’s 

parish hall.  Parishioners past and present are invited to attend either 

celebration. 

Over the years, Father Woodruff served in various parishes in the 

diocese, including Sacred Heart in Abilene, Holy Angels in San 

Angelo, and most recently St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Odessa, where 

he was pastor for 25 years. Bishop Michael Sis appointed him pastor 

of the Menard and Junction parishes April 25, 2022. 
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton holds special Mass for children with disabilities

On Sunday April 3, St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Parish in Odessa 
celebrated a Mass for children 
with disabilities and their families. 
For many, this was the first time in 
a long time that they were able to 
attend Mass as a family. Special 
accommodations were prepared to 
ensure a welcoming environment 
for our brothers and sisters who 
suffer from various disabilities. 
The lighting and sound were mod-
ified in the parish, but, by far, the 
most important thing we did was 
give our brothers and sisters a 
place to rest. They did not have to 
worry about their children making 
sudden sounds or about the unkind 
glares and stares they would re-
ceive. They were seen in their full-
ness, accepted and loved in their 
difficulty, and met in their reality.  

Father Joe Barbieri, pastor at 
St. Elizabeth, communicated a 
message of love and strength to all 
the caregivers and parents present 
— letting them know that “God 
intentionally chose them to be the 
parents of these special children 
because he knew that they were the best parents these children 
could have.” After sharing tears and testimonials, our com-
munity gathered in joy and hope at the end of Mass, many 
families expressing their gratitude and desire for more Masses 

like this one.  
"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I 

will give you rest" (Mt 11:28). Our community here at St. 
Elizabeth's sincerely prays and hopes that on April 3rd, at 4:00 
p.m., these families found a place of welcome. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Father Joe Barbieri celebrated Mass at St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Church in Odessa on April 3, 2022. 
The Mass was celebrated specifically for children 
with disabilities and their families.

St. Mary Parish, Odessa

After renovations and the installation of a new 
altar, St. Mary Parish in Odessa was rededicated 
by Bishop Michael Sis in a Mass on April 8, 2022.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

COURTESY

In honor of the 264th anniversary of the destruction of the Spanish Mission Santa Cruz de 
San Sabá, the Menard Presidio Restoration Corporation placed a wreath on the Texas State 
Historical Marker at the site of the mission which was destroyed by 2,000 hostile warriors on 
March 16, 1758. Twelve brave Spaniards, including two Franciscan priests, were martyred 
there bringing our Holy Catholic faith to the Lipan Apache.  
Participating in the annual event this year were (left to right):Mark Wolf, a descendent of a 
Mission survivor; Sacred Heart Menard Pastor Rev. Innocent Eziefule, who blessed the site; 
Joe Gonzalez, portraying the surviving Franciscan priest, Fray Miguel de Molina; Gus Marti-
nez, as Presidio Soldado Josefo Vasquez; Terry Kelley of the Restoration Corporation; and 
Corporation Director Buddy Wilkinson, who tolled the original Mission Bell during the cere-
mony. Mark Wolf, Joe Gonzalez and Gus Martinez all came from San Antonio for the annual 
event.

COURTESY

On April 22, 2022,  the Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court #1736 mailed "Goodie 
Boxes" to the diocesan seminarians as they prepared for final exams.  
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Palm Sunday and Holy Week 2022

COURTESY

Palm Sunday at St. James Church in Sanderson

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

Palm Sunday at Our Lady of San Juan Church in Odessa

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

Palm Sunday at San Miguel Church in Midland

COURTESY

Foot washing on Holy Thursday at St. Margaret of Scotland Church in San Angelo

COURTESY

Living Stations of the Cross on Good Friday at St. Joseph Church in San Angelo

COURTESY

Good Friday at the Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart in San Angelo

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

Easter Vigil at Holy Redeemer Church in Odessa

COURTESY

Living Stations of the Cross on Good Friday at Good Shepherd Parish in Crane
COURTESY

Easter morning at 
St. Patrick 
Church in Brady
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Anger untended fuels violence and illness
It was an ordinary day on a country road and I was a 

child, out for a bike ride with one of my cousins. We sped 
down the road, crunching gravel under our bike wheels 
and stirring up a cloud of dust behind us. 

I don't remember why — maybe she'd said something 
that had hurt my feelings or I had felt somehow slighted 
— but as I pedaled, I felt my throat clench and a vibration 
deep in my throat. I screamed. I wanted to cause harm, to 
hurt her. 

The power of the anger I felt alarmed me. I was dis-
turbed. I didn't know how to release the energy that 
seemed broiling and trapped inside of me. 

Later, at the CCD class at my parish, I'd learn about 
the seven capital sins, sinful attitudes that can lead to 
other sinful behaviors: sloth, pride, envy, gluttony, lust, 
greed and, yes, anger. 

Thinking back to how I felt while out on the bike ride 
with my cousin, I quickly understood that, if one is not 

careful, anger can cause harm. I realized then, as I know 
now, that if anger is not expressed in healthy ways, it can 
damage one's relationships with God, family and friends. 

Even as a child, I knew enough world history to see 
how anger can turn deadly: leading to outrage, violence 
and war. In the first chapters of the Bible, the story of 
Cain killing Abel makes it clear that anger is dangerous 

and can become deadly. 
Throughout the Scriptures, we're told to be slow to 

anger. As humans, we've been struggling with this power-
ful emotion since the beginning of time. In the Sermon on 
the Mount, Jesus instructed that "whoever is angry with 
his brother shall be liable to judgment" (Mt 5:22). 

Church tradition teaches "if anger reaches the point of 
a deliberate desire to kill or seriously wound a neighbor, it 
is gravely against charity; it is a mortal sin," as the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church says (No. 2302). 

So is the answer to avoid anger completely? 
No, there is indeed a place for righteous anger. We 

know Jesus expressed his fury when the Temple was 
turned into a marketplace (Mt 21:12-13) instead of a place 
for prayer. Jesus is without sin: What does his behavior in 
the Temple teach us about anger? 

 
See WALSH, Page 19 

Sister Julia Walsh, FSPA 
Catholic News Service 
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An epidemic of anger
I was at a restaurant with three friends. We had ordered 

our meals when the server returned and told one of my col-
leagues that she had just learned that they were out of the 
entree he had ordered. At that, my fellow diner got loud 
and upset. He accused the restaurant of false advertising 
and then said the server should have told him when he was 
ordering. 

It became uncomfortable for all of us because my asso-
ciate was both loud and persistent, not to mention unrea-
sonable. The server did her best to offer other options while 
the three of us tried to lower the tension. Eventually, things 
quieted down and the meal went on without future refer-
ence to this outburst. 

Sometimes people seem ready to explode, and sadly all 
it takes is some small incident to set them off. 

It appears that anger is at an epidemic level in many 
discussions and actions these days. Sometimes it is an ever-
present, though quiet, backdrop for the way people deal 
with life or make decisions. Other times anger causes harsh 
words, broken relationships and even violent actions. 

Examining anger means identifying both what it is and 
what may lead to it. A member of my parish gets angry any 
time one of the Mass petitions may include the words mi-
grant or refugee, apparently fearing that this church is sup-
porting open borders. When I have tried to talk with him, 
he does not accept nuances and is not open to the Catholic 
teaching to treat strangers with compassion. 

Anger often flows from a feeling of powerlessness, that 
someone is unable to control the situation or circumstances 
affecting him or her. It may be directed toward institutions 
like government, the church or places of employment. 
Sometimes people simply feel left out or slighted by deci-
sions that affect them. 

Recourse to anger provides a temporary and limited re-
sponse to these moments of helplessness. In the long run, 
however, such anger does little to help and often does 
much to make things worse. Contrary to popular belief, 
bursts of anger, as in the phrase to get it all out of one's sys-
tem, do not really lessen anger. Often anger begets more 
anger until a person is overcome by it. 

As a pastor I have learned it is not the logic of a teach-
ing of the church or some guiding principle that helps de-
fuse anger. Instead, a person needs to realize two things. 

First of all, the anger that individuals feel is a choice 
that they have made to embrace. In other words, they are 
not simply victims of circumstances but can respond in 
other ways. They have chosen anger as their modus oper-
andi when they could choose other responses. 

Second, anger harms the holder as much as its recip-
ient. It is not healthy to walk around like a pot of hot water 
ready to boil over! People will avoid angry people just as 
those who are angry find themselves often agitated and 
restless. 

A healthy alternative to anger would be to accept dis-
agreement as a viable option while at the same time taking 
the time to truly listen and pay attention to what is being 
said. Disagreement does not necessarily equate with anger 
but often does precipitate actions to be taken. Sometimes 
conversations must follow; sometimes not. 

Although people cannot control all circumstances, they 
can make some changes. And while they cannot always 
alter the world that surrounds them, they can change their 
own attitudes. In a true paradox, when people decide how 
they can best respond, they end up restoring some of that 
control over their lives that they felt they had lost! 

- - - 
Father Herb Weber is founding pastor of St. John 

XXIII Catholic Church in Perrysburg, Ohio. His weekly 
podcast can be found at 23.church.

Father Herb Weber 
Catholic News Service 
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Organizational changes at 

La Promesa Foundation
The Board of Directors of La Promesa Foundation 

announced May 3 that it has named current Foundation 
President Leonard Oswald to the position of Chairman 
of the Board and Chief Executive Officer, and Toya 
Hall, current Foundation Vice President, to the position 
of Vice Chairman of the Board and Chief Operating Of-
ficer. These changes are effective immediately. 

Mr. Oswald and Mrs. Hall are two of the 3 original 
Incorporators of the Foundation and have served as 
President and Vice President respectively for all 26 
years of the Foundation’s existence. La Promesa Foun-
dation is the parent company of the Guadalupe Radio 
Network (GRN) and the Guadalupe Resource Center 
(GRC). 

Current Business Manager, Sammy Rodriguez Jr., 
has been named President, and Richard Reyna, current 
GRN Executive Director, has been named Vice Pres-
ident. These changes are also effective immediately. 

Mr. Oswald, Mrs. Hall, Mr. Rodriguez and Mr. 
Reyna will all serve as Directors of La Promesa Foun-
dation Board of Directors. 

La Promesa Foundation was established in May 
1996 by a group of lay Catholics who dedicated the 
ministry to Our Lady of Guadalupe. The group strongly 
believed that Our Lady of Guadalupe, who once 
brought 8 million people into the living streams of Ca-
tholicism, could once again bring light into our present 
darkness.  

The Foundation chose the name ‘La Promesa’ be-
cause the Incorporators made a ‘promise’ in their mis-
sion statement, requesting the intercession of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe.
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Jesuit missionary worked to reconcile Orthodox Christians
Religious missionary work is not for the faint-

hearted. For many missionaries, preaching the Gospel to 
nonbelievers is difficult, dangerous, and sometimes 
deadly. Andrew Bobola was a Jesuit who began his mis-
sionary work in 1636 in Poland and Lithuania, working 
to reconcile Orthodox believers with the Catholic 
Church. 

Andrew was born into an aristocratic Polish family 
in the palatinate of Sandomir in 1591. In 1609 he en-
tered the Jesuit novitiate at Vilna in Lithuania, which 
had become united with Poland in 1391 through a royal 
marriage.  

After he became a priest, he was appointed preacher 
in the church of St. Casimir at Vilna. Editor Michael 
Walsh writes in Butler’s Lives of the Saints that his apos-
tolic zeal in this position made a great impression on the 
people. He was also active in the ministry to prisoners 
and the poor. 

In 1630 he was transferred to Bobrinsk as pastor and 
superior of the Jesuit house there. Walsh noted that An-
drew distinguished himself by his devotion to the sick 
and dying when a terrible epidemic was raging. 

When his term as superior was over, Andrew re-
sumed the missionary work which he had pursued for 
more than 20 years. David Farmer writes in the Oxford 
Dictionary of Saints that Andrew brought whole villages 
of Orthodox Christians into communion with the pa-

pacy. His success brought him hatred, persecution, and 
opposition among those who were opposed to his reli-
gion. 

At this time Poland had become the scene of a 
bloody conflict in which the Cossacks took a prominent 
part.  

Editor Bernard Bangley describes what Andrew had 
to endure in Butler’s Lives of the Saints. Children were 
organized into groups to hound him as he moved 
around, and they tried to drown out his voice with their 
cries. 

Andrew was in Vilna when it was sacked by Russian 
troops at war with Poland. Jesuit missionaries were 
driven from their churches and colleges. Walsh writes 
that they took refuge in a district of swamps, lakes and 
marshland in a region known as Podlesia. 

Prince Radziwell offered the Jesuits refuge at one of 
his residences at Pinsk in 1652; it became a center for 
Andrew and fugitive Jesuits.  

A group of Cossacks finally stopped Andrew’s mis-
sion when they captured Pinsk in 1657. Andrew was 
taken prisoner near Janow and was made to run back to 
Pinsk at the heels of a Cossack’s horse. Thus began an 
agonizing and brutal torture when Andrew refused to 
leave Catholicism. Walsh writes that he was then put to 
a slow death with the most revolting barbarity. His 
prayers to Christ and his mother seemed only to increase 
his tormentors’ savagery.  

His mutilated body was cast on a dung heap and was 
later placed in a local church and then buried at Pinsk. It 
was again transferred to Polotsk and in 1922 it was 
taken to a Moscow museum by the Bolsheviks. 

Richard McBrien writes in Lives of the Saints that 
two American Jesuits requested Andrew’s remains in 
1923 in the name of Pope Pius XI, and they were taken 
to Rome. They were later returned to Poland and placed 
in the Jesuit church in Warsaw. 

Andrew Bobola was canonized in 1938 by Pope Pius 
XI. His feast day is May 16 or May 21. He is venerated 
as “apostle of Lithuania” and a patron saint of Poland. 

- - - 
Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the 

West Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

Mothers know when it is ‘time’
All across the world, children can be found playing out-

side their homes. There is enormous disparity in the houses 
in which they live and in the things with which they play. 
Some have pets, some have playhouses, some have swing 
sets, some have sports equipment, some have bikes, some 
have toys, and some have only their imaginations. What 
most all of them do have in common, however, are the most 
dreaded words you can hear while in the midst of having 
fun: ”IT’S TIME TO COME IN NOW!” These words sail 
across the air like an arrow striking at the very heart of 
“play.” It makes no difference if you are on your porch, the 
backyard, or a couple of houses away … they never fail to 
meet their mark. 

Pretending that the words have also sailed across the 
ear can sometimes buy a couple of extra minutes, but those 
are tainted by knowing that Mom is getting ready to send an 
even louder proclamation your way … more commonly 
known as “the second time.” After having ignored the “first 
time,” the second time does not create as much fear as it 
does anxiety, because once that one comes, you know your 
time is short and only seconds remain before the ear pierc-
ing, emotional screaming at the top of her lungs “third 
time” is coming soon. No kid can possibly deny that they 
did not hear their mother’s voice the third time. If you are 
playing in New Jersey, people in Texas are asking each 
other “Did you just hear a woman’s voice?!” The kid is no 
longer running towards home plate on the baseball diamond 
but rather running even faster to the home plate on the 
dinner table. Upon arrival, the predictable “Why don’t you 
come the first time I call you? Why do I always have to call 
you again and again?!” can only be countered with a non-
verbal, sorrowful face and contrite body expression … 
much like the family dog does when he is rhetorically asked 
“WHO DID THIS?! Did YOU do this?!” 

Mothers have a certitude about “time.” Their internal 
clock is exact! They know precisely the time it is to come in 
from playing, the time to eat, the time to take a nap, the 
time to brush your teeth, and many others, including the 
three worst ones … the time to do homework, the time to 
go to sleep, and the time to get up and go to school. And 
this critical importance of knowing the time, seems to be a 
universal ability among all mothers. 

Animal moms teach their babies the same lessons as 
human moms. A mother bird does everything she can to 
both nurture and protect her offspring as they come into this 
life. After being so vigilant and comforting, one day she and 
she alone knows that it is “time.” In a totally incomprehen-
sible action to one of her little ones, she pushes it out of the 
nest, and it furiously flaps its wings and learns to fly … to 
begin a life completely different from the one it had been 
living. Polar bears dive into the water and teach their young 
to fish and will continue doing so until the mother deter-
mines that the time has come for her cub to be self-suffi-
cient. A mother wolf keeps all of her pups in a well-hidden 
den, away from predators. Then, when she knows the time 
is right, she takes them outside with her and keeps a watch-
ful eye on them as they face both the joys and hardships 
that await them in their new world. The most important 
mother that ever lived also knew very well about “time.” 

The wedding feast at Cana is an event that most people 
remember as the time that Jesus turned water into wine. 
Maybe for some, they think of it as a Jesus “magic trick” 
and little else. However, the importance of that day and the 
insight it provides regarding the relationship of Jesus and 
our Blessed Mother is profound. 

John (2:1–5) tells us: “On the third day there was a 
wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wed-
ding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to 

him, ‘They have no wine.’ [And] Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet 
come.’ His mother said to the servers, ‘Do whatever he tells 
you.’” It is interesting that John emphasizes the “mother of 
Jesus” was there! It is already apparent to John that Mary 
was of extraordinary importance and wants us to know it. 
Then, almost parenthetically, he adds “Jesus and his dis-
ciples were also invited to the wedding.” One might wonder 
if the only reason Jesus and his ragtag group of followers 
received an invitation at all was because the hosts held 
Mary, not Jesus, in such high esteem. But there is some-
thing far more important than who ranks highest on the 
guest list. 

Because people would sometimes have to travel long 
distances to attend a wedding, the celebration that followed 
the marriage ceremony could go on for days. Lots of food, 
drinks, laughter, loud voices, and distractions, but through it 
all, Mary remains vigilant in looking for the unmet needs of 
others. She knows how important it is for the family to 
avoid the problem of having insufficient food or drink and 
wants to save them from the embarrassment about to take 
place. She knows that time is running out, not just for the 
hosts of the wedding feast but for her son, who is to become 
the eternal and only “host” we will ever need. 

I imagine the look in their eyes as she said to him in 
words that were unspoken, “It is time for you to let others 
know who you are.” Jesus, like the baby bird who tells his 
mother “Give me another week or two in the nest,” or the 
polar bear who says, “Show me how to catch a fish just a 
few more times,” or the wolf pup who lets her mom know 
she is not ready, tells his Blessed Mother that his “hour has 
not yet come.” And how does she respond? Not with a 
“What was I thinking? If you say it is not your hour, it is 
not your hour!” But rather, I imagine, with a long deep stare 
into his eyes with a silent communication they have prac-
ticed before, and would again on the way to Calvary … a 
“look” that speaks more knowingly than any words could 
ever communicate. Ending, perhaps, with a slight “It will be 
all right … you can do it” smile, a smile that reflected 
words once said to her, ”Be not afraid,” before she turns to 
the servers and tells them what she has since told us all, 
“Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5). 

Jesus was an obedient son … to both his Mother and 
Father. At Cana, she only had to tell him once what time it 
was … at Gethsemane, he already knew. 

Our Blessed Mother has spoken to us through her ap-
pearances at Lourdes, Fatima, La Salette, Guadalupe, and 
elsewhere, telling all her children “Please give yourselves 
completely to God.” While mothers all over the world are 
calling children to their earthly houses, Mary calls us to fol-
low Jesus to our eternal home. Now, more urgently than 
ever before, she knows what time it is. 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman, a graduate of Rutgers University 

and Florida State University, has 50 years’ experience in 
individual, marriage, and family therapy. He is also the 
Abilene-area pro-life coordinator for the Diocese of San 
Angelo.

James R.  
Sulliman, PhD

Then God created 
light again

It 
doesn’t 
matter 
whether 
you picture 
the origin 
of time the 
way 
science 
does, as 
beginning 
with the 
Big Bang, or whether you take the biblical ac-
count of the origins of the world literally. Either 
way there was a time before there was light. The 
universe was dark before God created light. Ho-
wever, eventually the world grew dark again. 
When? 

We are told in the Gospels that as Jesus was 
dying on the cross, between the sixth and ninth 
hour, it grew dark and Jesus cried out “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me!” What 
really happened here?  

Are the Gospels saying that it actually grew 
dark in the early afternoon, an eclipse of the sun, 
or are they referring to another kind of darkness, 
of a spiritual kind? Was there an eclipse of the 
sun as Jesus was dying? Perhaps. We don’t know, 
but that is of secondary importance anyway.  
What the Gospels are referring to is a kind of 
darkness that envelops us whenever what’s pre-
cious to us is humiliated, exposed as powerless, 
ridiculed, terminally defeated, and crucified by 
our world. There’s a darkness that besets us whe-
never the forces of love seem overpowered by 
the forces of hatred. The light extinguished then 
is the light of hope, but there is deeper darkness 
and this is the kind of darkness that the Gospels 
say formed a cloud over the world as Jesus hung 
dying.  

What’s being insinuated here is that at Jesus’ 
crucifixion, creation went back to its original 
chaos, as it was before there was light. But, 
what’s also being insinuated is that God created 
light a second time, this time by raising Jesus 
from the dead, and that this new light is the most 
staggering light of all. Moreover, unlike the orig-
inal light which was only physical, this light is a 
light both for the eyes and a for the soul. 

For the eyes, the light of the resurrection is 
also a radically new physical phenomenon. At 
the resurrection of Jesus, the atoms of the planet 
were shaken up from their normal physical work-
ings. A dead body rose from the grave to a life 
from which it would never again die. That had 
never happened before. Moreover, the resurrec-
tion of Jesus was also a radically new light for 
the soul, the light of hope. What is this latter 
light?   

There’s a famous song written by Robbie 
Robertson made popular in the early 1970s by 
Joan Baez, “The Night They Drove Old Dixie 
Down.” Narrated in the first person by a man 
called Virgil Caine, the song is a sad lament  

 
See ROLHEISER, Page 14 

Father Ron  
Rolheiser
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Providence and vocation in ‘Father Stu’
Mark Wahlberg’s new film Father Stu is one of the 

most theologically interesting films to come out in a 
long time. It considers some of the thorniest and most 
puzzling themes in the sacred science, including the na-
ture of vocation, the purpose of suffering in the divine 
plan, the role of supernatural agency, the dynamics of re-
demption, and perhaps most thoroughly, the mystery of 
God’s providence. In the course of this article, I would 
like to say just a few simple things about the first and 
last of those motifs. 

Let’s take providence first. I have argued for years 
that most people in the modern world are functionally 
deist in their understanding of God. This means that they 
consider God a distant cause, important perhaps in 
bringing the universe into being, but now essentially un-
involved with his creation. This might have been the 
philosophical perspective of the leading minds of the 
eighteenth century, but it is most assuredly not the per-
spective of the authors of the Bible. For the writers of 
the Torah, for Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Peter, John, and 
Paul, God is personally and passionately implicated in 
his creation, especially in the affairs of human beings. 
The God of Israel pushes, pulls, cajoles, corrects, pun-
ishes, leads, and lures his human friends into fullness of 
life. Psalm 139 gives classic expression to this Biblical 
intuition: “O Lord, you have searched me and known 
me. You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you 
discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my 
path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my 
ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you 
know it completely. You hem me in, behind and before, 
and lay your hand upon me” (Ps. 139:1–5). 

Wahlberg’s movie tells the unlikely story of Stuart 
Long, a burnt-out boxer from Montana who tried to 
make his way in Hollywood and ended up, to everyone’s 
enormous surprise, including his own, a Catholic priest. 
The journey commenced in the LA grocery store where 
Stu was working as a clerk. He spied a beautiful woman 
and was smitten. Inquiring after her, he discovered that 
she was a faithful attendee at the local Catholic parish, 
and so one Sunday, Stu went to Mass. Not a Catholic, 
not even a believer, he had no idea what to do or say at 
the liturgy, but he was intent upon getting to know the 

girl. After some awkward courting, she frankly informed 
the boxer that she would never consider dating someone 
who was not baptized. And so, with decidedly imperfect 
motivation, Stu entered the RCIA program and received 
baptism. In accord with Catholic theology, the sacrament 
had a truly efficacious effect on Stu, awakening and 
deepening his faith, and it ultimately prepared him to 
face a terrible trial. A motorcycle accident, depicted in 
the film with horrific realism, left him bedridden for 
months, but his Catholic faith and the support of his girl-
friend sustained him. In time, he came to the realization 
that God wanted him to be a priest. 

I won’t rehearse any more of the details of the story, 
but suffice it to say that, even as Stu was planning a life 
of movie stardom and marriage, God was about some-
thing else entirely. In point of fact, the Lord of the uni-
verse was so interested in the former boxer from Helena 
that, by careful steps, he led him, first to the Church, 
then to the faith, and finally to the priesthood. I wonder, 
honestly, how many devout Christians truly believe that 
God is so interested in them that he supervises their 
lives, drawing their freedom at every turn. Thomas 
Aquinas said, simply enough, that God’s providence 
“extends to particulars,” which implies that he knows 
and guides everyone individually. St. Paul told the Ephe-
sians that the “power at work within us is able to accom-
plish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine” (Eph. 3:20). How our lives would change if we 
learned to trust that power and watch for the signs of his 
providence. 

A theme deeply related to providence is that of voca-
tion or calling. Our culture highly privileges the rights, 

freedom, and prerogative of the individual. We celebrate, 
accordingly, those people who stand against the expecta-
tions of their families, friends, or traditions and make 
their own decisions, following their own chosen path. 
But this is repugnant to the Bible. The scriptural authors 
are interested, not in self-determination, but in the pro-
cess by which a person awakens to God’s call. They 
celebrate those who enact, not the ego-drama, but the 
theo-drama, who abide, not by their own voice, but by 
God’s. They furthermore know that God’s call, once dis-
cerned, is practically irresistible. Once someone knows 
what God wants for him, he will do anything, overcome 
any obstacle, face down any opposition, in order to fol-
low that divine directive. For biblical examples of this 
principle, think of Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, Jere-
miah, or Paul. Stuart Long belongs, in his own way, in 
that great tradition, for having discerned that God 
wanted him to be a priest, he faced down the opposition 
of his mother, his father, his girlfriend, many of the 
people in his parish, the seminary rector, and even some 
of his seminary classmates. Moreover, he remained 
faithful to his calling when he was afflicted with the de-
generative muscle disease that would eventually kill 
him. “Here I am; send me” (Isa. 6:8), said the prophet 
Isaiah, and Fr. Stu said the same thing. 

I wonder, again, how many devout Christians under-
stand that the discernment of their vocation is the most 
important psychological and spiritual move that they 
will ever make, that every other decision they make in 
their lives is secondary. And I wonder how many have 
experienced the real joy and excitement of surrendering 
to God’s call? What I sensed, especially in the second 
half of Father Stu, is how this man, despite everything, 
retained the joy of knowing he was cooperating with a 
divine purpose. That is the joy that, as the Bible says, no 
one can take from you (John 16:22). 

If you want to see a concrete and contemporary 
enactment of these two great biblical principles, you 
could do a lot worse than to watch Father Stu. 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary bishop of the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the founder of Word on 
Fire Catholic Ministries.

Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Word on Fire 
Ministries

about the distress experienced by a poor white Southern 
family during the American Civil War. All that could go 
wrong for them seemingly had gone wrong, including 
the death of their young son, killed in the war. Their sit-
uation is dark, lacking any hope. At a point in the song, 
the narrator offers this lament about his brother’s death: 

“He was just eighteen, proud and brave 
But a Yankee laid him in his grave 
I swear by the blood below my feet 
You can't raise the Cain back up when it's in de-

feat.” 
Can life be raised back up when it’s in defeat? Can 

a dead body come out of its grave? Can a violated body 
again become whole? Can lost innocence ever be re-
stored? Can a broken heart ever be mended? Can a 
crushed hope ever again lift up a soul? Doesn’t dark-
ness extinguish all light? What hope was there for 
Jesus’ followers as they witnessed his humiliation and 
death on Good Friday? When goodness itself gets cru-
cified, what’s the basis for any hope? 

In two words, the Resurrection. When darkness en-
veloped the earth a second time, God made light a sec-
ond time, and that light, unlike the physical light 
created at the dawn of time, can never be extinguished. 
That’s the difference between the resuscitation of Laza-
rus and the resurrection of Jesus, between physical light 
and the light of the resurrection. Lazarus was restored 
to his self-same body from which he had to die again. 
Jesus was given a radically new body which would 
never die again.  

The renowned biblical scholar Raymond E. Brown 
tells us that the darkness that beset the world as Jesus 
hung dying would last until we believe in the resurrec-
tion. Until we believe that God has a live-giving re-
sponse for all death and until we believe God will roll 
back the stone from any grave, no matter how deeply 
goodness is buried under hatred and violence, the dark-
ness of Good Friday will continue to darken our planet. 

Mohandas K. Gandhi once observed that we can see 
the truth of God always creating new light, simply by 
looking at history: "When I despair, I remember that all 
through history, the way of truth and love has always 
won. There have been murderers and tyrants, and for a 
time they can seem invincible. But in the end they al-
ways fall. Think of it, always." 

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, 

teacher, and award-winning author. He can be con-
tacted through his website: www.ronrolheiser.com. Now 
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser. 

ROLHEISER 
 
Continued from Page 13
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Entonces Dios volvió a crear la luz
No importa si entendéis el origen del tiempo como lo 

explica la ciencia -empezando con el Big Bang- o si to-
máis el relato bíblico de los orígenes del mundo lit-
eralmente. Sea como sea, hubo un tiempo antes de que 
hubiera luz. El universo estaba oscuro antes de que Dios 
creara la luz. Sin embargo, el mundo finalmente volvió a 
oscurecerse. ¿Cuándo? 

Nos dicen en los Evangelios que, cuando Jesús estaba 
muriendo en la cruz, entre la sexta hora y la nona, se hizo 
oscuro y Jesús lanzó un grito: “¡Dios mío, Dios mío, por 
qué me has abandonado! ¿Qué sucedió aquí en realidad? 

¿Dicen los Evangelios que en realidad vino la oscuri-
dad a primera hora de la tarde -un eclipse de sol- o se re-
fieren a otra clase de oscuridad, de tipo espiritual? ¿Hubo 
un eclipse de sol mientras Jesús estaba muriendo? Qui-
zás. No lo sabemos, pero, de todas maneras, eso es menos 
importante. A lo que los Evangelios se refieren es a una 
especie de oscuridad que nos envuelve siempre que es 
humillado lo que nos es querido, expuesto como impo-
tente, ridiculizado, derrotado y crucificado por nuestro 
mundo. Hay una oscuridad que nos cerca cada vez que 
las fuerzas del amor parecen vencidas por las fuerzas del 
odio. La luz extinguida entonces es la luz de la esperanza; 
pero hay una oscuridad más profunda, y esta es la clase 
de oscuridad que -según los Evangelios- formó una nube 
sobre el mundo mientras Jesús pendía moribundo. 

Lo que se está insinuando aquí es que, en la crucifix-
ión de Jesús, la creación volvió a su caos original, como 
era antes de que hubiera luz. Pero lo que se está insi-
nuado también es que Dios creó la luz por segunda vez, 
en esta ocasión al resucitar a Jesús de entre los muertos, y 
que esta nueva luz es la luz más sorprendente de todas. 
Además, a diferencia de la luz original, que era sólo fí-
sica, esta luz es una luz a la vez para los ojos y para el 
alma. 

Para los ojos, la luz de la resurrección es también un 

fenómeno físico radicalmente nuevo. En la resurrección 
de Jesús, los átomos del planeta fueron removidos de sus 
funcionamientos físicos normales. Un cuerpo muerto se 
levantó de la tumba a una vida de la que nunca más 
volvería a morir. Eso no había sucedido antes. Además, la 
resurrección de Jesús fue también una luz radicalmente 
nueva para el alma, la luz de la esperanza. ¿Qué es esta 
luz posterior? 

Hay una famosa canción escrita por Robbie Robert-
son hecha popular al comienzo de la década de 1970 por 
Joan Báez, The night they drove old dixie down. Narrada 
en primera persona por un hombre llamado Virgil Caine, 
la canción es un triste lamento sobre la desgracia experi-
mentada por una pobre familia blanca del sur durante la 
Guerra Civil Americana. Todo lo que pudo resultarles 
mal, aparentemente les había resultado mal, incluso la 
muerte de su hijo pequeño, muerto en la guerra. Su situ-
ación es oscura, carente de cualquier esperanza. En un 
momento de la canción, el narrador ofrece este lamento 
sobre la muerte de su hermano: 

“Tenía sólo dieciocho años, y era orgulloso y bravo, 
pero un yanqui lo enterró en su tumba. 
Juro por la sangre que hay debajo de mis pies 
que no puedes volver a levantar al Caín cuando está 

derrotado”. 

¿Puede la vida volver a ser levantada cuando está der-
rotada? ¿Puede un cuerpo muerto salir de su tumba? 
¿Puede un cuerpo violado volver a estar entero? ¿Puede 
la inocencia perdida ser alguna vez restaurada? ¿Puede 
un corazón roto ser alguna vez reparado? ¿Puede una es-
peranza aplastada volver a levantar alguna vez a un alma? 
¿No queda extinguida toda luz por la oscuridad? ¿Qué es-
peranza había para los seguidores de Jesús cuando fueron 
testigos de su humillación y muerte el Viernes Santo? 
Cuando la bondad misma es crucificada, ¿cuál es el fun-
damento para cualquier esperanza? 

En dos palabras: la resurrección. Cuando la oscuridad 
envolvió la tierra por segunda vez, Dios volvió a hacer la 
luz, y esa luz, a diferencia de la luz física -creada en la 
aurora del tiempo- nunca puede ser extinguida. Esa es la 
diferencia entre la resurrección de Lázaro y la resurrec-
ción de Jesús, entre la luz física y la luz de la resurrec-
ción. Lázaro fue devuelto a su mismo cuerpo, del cual 
tenía que morir de nuevo. A Jesús se le dio un cuerpo rad-
icalmente nuevo que nunca volvería a morir. 

El renombrado erudito bíblico Raymond E. Brown 
nos dice que la oscuridad que cercaba el mundo cuando 
Jesús pendía de la cruz moribundo duraría hasta que crea-
mos en la resurrección. Hasta que creamos que Dios tiene 
una respuesta vivificante para toda muerte y hasta que 
creamos que Dios volverá a rodar la piedra de cualquier 
tumba, sin importar lo profundamente que esté enterrada 
la bondad bajo el odio y la violencia, la oscuridad del 
Viernes Santo seguirá oscureciendo nuestro planeta. 

Mohandas K. Gandhi observó una vez que podemos 
ver la verdad de Dios creando siempre nueva luz, simple-
mente al mirar la historia: “Cuando me desespero, re-
cuerdo que a lo largo de la historia, el camino de la 
verdad y del amor siempre ha ganado. Ha habido asesinos 
y tiranos, y por un tiempo pueden parecer invencibles. 
Pero al final siempre caen. Pensad en esto, siempre”.

Padre Ron  
Rolheiser

Corte Suprema examina política de asilo 'Quédate en México'
Por Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — El 26 de 
abril, después de casi dos horas de argu-
mentos orales, los jueces de la Corte Su-
prema tenían opiniones diversas sobre la 
decisión de la administración de Joe 
Biden de poner fin a una política de in-
migración de la era de Donald Trump 
llamada "Quédate en México". 

Formalmente conocida como Proto-
colos de Protección al Migrante (o MPP, 
por sus siglas en inglés), esta política 
exige que los solicitantes de asilo per-
manezcan en México hasta que sus 
casos puedan ser escuchados en los tri-
bunales de inmigración de Estados Un-
idos. 

Los defensores de inmigración, in-
cluyendo muchas organizaciones católi-
cas, se han pronunciado en contra de 
esta política. Durante los argumentos 
orales, los activistas realizaron una man-
ifestación frente a la Corte Suprema con 
carteles que tenían la frase "seguro, no 
varado". 

La política, implementada en 2019, 
ha representado un gran problema para 
la administración de Biden. Una vez que 
el presidente Joe Biden asumió el cargo 
en 2021, detuvo la política y luego 
buscó formalmente terminarla unos 
meses después, en junio. 

Sin embargo, en agosto de ese año, 
después de que Texas y Missouri presen-
taran una demanda para mantener el pro-
grama, un juez del Tribunal de Distrito 
de Estados Unidos para el Distrito Norte 
de Texas les dijo a los funcionarios de la 
administración que tenían que seguir 
cumpliendo con la política, diciendo que 
no la habían terminado correctamente. 

El diciembre pasado, un juez federal 
restableció el programa con algunos 
cambios realizados por la administra-
ción de Biden, incluyendo la promesa de 
resolver los casos dentro de los seis 
meses y pagar el transporte de los mi-
grantes hacia y desde las audiencias. 

La pregunta ahora ante el Tribunal 
Superior de la nación es si los funcion-
arios de inmigración deben enviar a los 
solicitantes de asilo a México o si 
pueden permitirles ingresar a Estados 

Unidos mientras esperan sus audiencias. 
Algunos de los jueces cuestionaron 

la capacidad de la administración para 
liberar inmigrantes a Estados Unidos, 
pero también cuestionaron cómo los tri-
bunales de Texas pueden determinar la 
política pública. 

La procuradora general Elizabeth 
Prelogar expresó que la ley no contiene 
una disposición que exija que los mi-
grantes sean regresados a México, y 
también señaló que existe un "beneficio 
público" en permitir que los migrantes 
que pasan los antecedentes penales y 
otros controles ingresen a Estados Un-
idos, dejando libres las camas en los es-
tablecimientos de detención para los que 
son más peligrosos. 

También señaló que era imposible en 
un nivel práctico detener a todos los mi-
grantes en la frontera entre Estados Un-
idos y México, ya que hay menos de 
40,000 camas de detención de inmi-
grantes. 

El presidente de la Corte Suprema, 
John Roberts, dijo que, aunque el go-
bierno no puede detener a todos los que 
cruzan la frontera, se preguntó si liberar 
a un gran número de ellos a Estados Un-
idos cumplía con la ley federal. 

Desde que restableció la política de 
inmigración, la administración de Biden 
ha registrado a 3,012 migrantes en el 
programa Quédate en México, principal-
mente solicitantes de asilo de Cuba, 
Nicaragua, y Venezuela. 

El procurador general de Texas, Judd 
Stone, enfatizó que la ley federal requi-
ere que los funcionarios fronterizos de 
Estados Unidos detengan o devuelvan a 
los migrantes a México y dijo que, si 
Estados Unidos ha alcanzado el límite 
de capacidad para detener a migrantes, 
los funcionarios de inmigración debe-
rían mandarlos nuevamente a México, 
donde pueden esperar sus audiencias de 
asilo. 

Sin embargo, los que se ven obliga-
dos a esperar en México han dicho que 
han estado en situaciones peligrosas y 
que les ha resultado difícil encontrar 
abogados que se encarguen de sus casos. 

"Los derechos legales, la seguridad, 
y la humanidad de miles de hombres, 
mujeres, y niños han sido ignorados, ya 

que se han visto obligados a esperar en 
condiciones potencialmente mortales en 
México debido al MPP", manifestó 
Anna Gallagher, directora ejecutiva de 
la Red Católica de Inmigración Legal, 
conocida como CLINIC. 

"Rezamos para que la Corte Su-
prema reconozca que el MPP es ilegal e 
inmoral, para que la administración 
Biden pueda poner fin al vergonzoso 
programa de una vez por todas", indicó 
en un comunicado del 26 de abril. 

CLINIC presentó un escrito de ami-
cus curiae en este caso, instando a la 
Corte Suprema revocar el fallo de la 
corte inferior presentado por Texas y 
Missouri, que ordenaba al gobierno res-
tablecer la política. 

Joan Rosenhauer, directora ejecutiva 
del Servicio Jesuita a Refugiados/Esta-
dos Unidos, tuvo una opinión similar. 
"Durante más de tres años, el MPP ha 
obligado a miles de solicitantes de asilo 
a esperar sus audiencias de asilo en peli-
grosas ciudades fronterizas, sometiéndo-

los a un peligro y violencia sistémicos", 
dijo en un comunicado, agregando que 
su organización "trabaja directamente 
con personas en el norte de México 
mientras esperan la oportunidad de bus-
car asilo y encontrar seguridad en Esta-
dos Unidos. Todos los días escuchamos 
sobre la violencia y el sufrimiento que 
experimentan". 

En diciembre pasado, el jefe del Co-
mité de Migración de la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos, el 
obispo auxiliar Mario E. Dorsonville de 
Washington, también dijo que la política 
debería suspenderse. 

"Estamos profundamente consterna-
dos por la re implementación del MPP", 
acotó. "Desafortunadamente, los inten-
tos de la administración de hacer que 
este programa sea 'más humano', por 
bien intencionado que sea, no curará sus 
fallas inherentes, ni aliviará su inevita-
ble costo en vidas humanas". 

Se espera una decisión en este caso, 
Biden v. Texas, para fines de junio.

FOTO CNS | ELIZABETH FRANTZ, REUTERS

Personas que apoyan a solicitantes de asilo se reúnen cerca de la Corte Suprema 
en Washington el 26 de abril de 2022, mientras la corte escucha argumentos orales 
en el intento del presidente Joe Biden de rescindir una política de inmigración de la 
era de Trump que obliga a los migrantes a permanecer en México mientras esperan 
ser escuchados por Estados Unidos sobre sus solicitudes de asilo.



When I was a young, single professional living in 
Washington, I harbored a secret judgment against 
churches that had "cry rooms." In my naivete, I con-
sidered parishes that built these spaces to be intolerant 
of young children. 

While I appreciate a reverent Mass, a silent church 
is a dying church, I thought. 

It seemed to me that the parents who took their 
children to the cry rooms were doing so out of a sense 
of shame, their pained and wincing faces saying to the 
rest of us, "I know, I know; we should have just stayed 
home." 

Fast forward three and a half years later to my life 
with a toddler and an infant in tow. I now consider the 
cry room a sanctuary within a sanctuary, a gift of 
which only compassionate and loving parent-architects 
could have conceived. On any given Sunday, my hus-
band and I exchange looks of compassion with the 
other parents as if to say, "This is the way we pray the 
Mass now, too." 

Some babies wind up in the cry room because, as 
the name aptly suggests, they are inconsolable. And 
some toddlers are clever enough to know what kind of 
behavior will get them sent there. 

But I've found that parents like me also bring their 
children there so that they can be children — wild, 
free, curious, bustling with energy. It's not that asking 

a child to sit through the Mass is misguided. They'll 
eventually need the stamina to make it to the final 
blessing. 

But asking a young child to sit still for any length 
of time, even at the dinner table with food that he or 
she likes, is nearly always a fool's errand. Children 
want to play. And that's a good thing, because that's 
how they were made. 

That's why I am glad for cry rooms and vestibules 
(de facto cry rooms, if we're honest), that have big 
open windows. The design is not only good because 
parents can see out, but because everyone else can see 
in. 

Family-friendly spaces are hard to come by these  
 

See URENECK, Page 19 

Thirty years ago, my wife was 16 weeks pregnant 
with our third child. At a routine prenatal checkup, our 
doctor suddenly looked very concerned and said she 
couldn't hear our baby's heartbeat. We were devas-
tated, fearing the worst as we reported to the hospital 
for an ultrasound exam. 

Given the grave situation, a radiologist joined the 
ultrasound technician. Then he smiled after a minute, 
saying our baby had only been "hiding behind the pla-
centa" and was alive and healthy. We were so relieved 
and grateful that we didn't chide him for accidentally 
revealing that we were having a boy. 

That emotional roller coaster helps me understand 
why many women were outraged after reading a Janu-
ary article in the New York Times, "Tests Predicting 
Rare Disorders in Fetuses Are Usually Wrong." Such 
DNA screening or "noninvasive prenatal testing" 
(NIPT) can give "false positive" results from 80% to 
93% of the time, depending on the genetic condition. 

Medical experts criticized the article for not mak-
ing a clear distinction between these "screening" tests 
and actual diagnoses. The screenings find only a risk 
of certain defects, prompting a need for more reliable 
tests. But the article suggests that doctors counseling 
their patients often don't make that clear either. 

A 2014 study found that as many as 6% of patients 
have an abortion based solely on the initial screening 
result. For its recent story, the Times interviewed 14 
patients, and eight of them said they were never 
warned about false positives; five said their doctor 
treated the screening result as definitive. 

Three geneticists cited similar concerns. One re-

counted a case in which the follow-up test showed the 
baby was healthy, but the woman had already ended 
her pregnancy. And some of the more precise tests 
pose their own risk of causing a miscarriage. 

Parents' fear of suffering for their child and years 
of special responsibilities for them helps drive these 
tragedies. But there are other pressures as well. 

Writing in the journal First Things in 1996, mater-
nal-fetal medicine expert Dr. Thomas Murphy Good-
win cited two such pressures. His high-risk obstetrics 
service in Los Angeles, the largest in the country, had 
received referrals for 15 years from doctors who 
thought continuing a pregnancy endangered their pa-
tients' life or physical health. Women came to Dr. 
Goodwin after refusing their own doctors' recommen-
dation for an abortion. And he and his associates 
would bring mother and baby through the crisis alive. 

Dr. Goodwin said these doctors' recommendations 
were based not only on ignorance of modern medical  
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Dehumanizing 
one another

A female sharp-
shooter nicknamed “Lady 
Death” has recently be-
come a Ukrainian folk 
hero for defiantly attack-
ing Russian soldiers un-
dercover. The young 
markswoman fought for 
several years in eastern 
Ukraine against Kremlin-
backed separatists, before 
shifting to the front line 
of hostilities as Russia initiated its full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
Her real name has not been made public and photos hide her 
identity by blurring her face or showing her with a mask. Long 
range sniper attacks are her area of expertise. As she assassinates 
enemy combatants, she militantly proclaims, “We must take 
them all out. These people are not human beings. Even the fas-
cists were not as vile as these orcs. We must defeat them.” 

Her battle cry, though clearly motivated by the atrocities un-
folding in Ukraine, should also prompt some circumspection and 
soul searching. Whenever we move in the direction of believing 
that others are “not human beings” and dehumanize them in our 
thoughts and words, we risk diminishing our own humanity in 
the exchange. Even in the face of great depravity, we cannot fall 
prey to thinking that those who commit horrific evils or even war 
crimes are somehow no longer really human beings. 

I was reminded of this recently as I viewed online videos of 
armed drones firing on Russian tanks traveling along Ukrainian 
highways. As they took successive missile hits, Russian soldiers 
could be seen launching themselves out of the hatch and escap-
ing from the tank before it went up in a fireball. Sometimes they 
would barely get out alive, only to collapse and die by the side of 
the road. If the mother of a Russian tank driver were to watch a 
video of her son trying to escape this way under fire, she would 
be justly indignant, offended and even more saddened if anyone 
dared to declare he was “not a human being.” In the posted re-
marks section following these videos, in fact, many commented 
on the hideousness of a world in which 18-year-old boys have to 
perish in this manner. 

By demonizing others, we no longer acknowledge the tran-
scendent realities common to all human beings: our shared desire 
for truth, goodness, beauty, and love. Whenever we ignore or ne-
gate the important commonalities that unite us in our humanity 
and instead choose to dehumanize others, the consequences will 
be dire. Historically, the use of language that dehumanizes others 
has been a key tactic in marshaling support for atrocities. 

Such language has always been central, for example, to acts 
of genocide. During the latter part of the twentieth century, the 
Tutsis were often denigrated as cockroaches and snakes in 
Rwanda, culminating in approximately 800,000 men, women 
and children being murdered during a twelve-week period in 
1994. In Nazi Germany, Jews and other enemies of the Third 
Reich, including persons with disabilities, were contemptuously 
viewed not as humans, but as vermin and rats, in order to justify 
their systematic extermination. 

President Abraham Lincoln strongly objected to treating any 
person, whether slave or free, as “less-than-human” during his 
1858 public debate with Stephen A. Douglas. Lincoln rebuffed 
the idea that African Americans fell outside the "all men are 
created equal" clause, declaring such a concept to be marked by 
“an evil tendency, if not an evil design.” He repudiated every at-
tempt to “dehumanize the negro... [and] prepare the public mind 
to make property, and nothing but property of the negro in all the 
States of the Union.” 

Still in our nation today, the process of dehumanization con-
tinues to derail our thinking and diminish our collective con-
science, especially when it comes to those humans who are very 
young and still in the womb, as well as the elderly and the infirm, 
the mentally fragile, and those in vulnerable medical situations, 
such as newborn children with genetic defects. By dehumanizing 
these individuals in a “progressive” society, we can subject them 
to a range of unjust actions, from abortion to infanticide to eutha-
nasia. Preborn children, for example, have undergone this dehu-
manization for decades, being denigrated as “tissue,” 
“pregnancy,” or “clumps of cells,” to paper over the brutal reality 
of abortion. The website of Planned Parenthood, to cite one in-
stance, defines a suction abortion as a procedure where a “suc-
tion device” is used to “take the pregnancy tissue out of your 
uterus.”  

We need to fight against dehumanization both by recognizing 
and opposing its occurrence in our midst, and by recognizing it 
within ourselves. The temptation to dehumanize people who are 
themselves dehumanizing others can also be very strong.  

In the end, our shared humanity, from the weakest to the 
strongest, from youngest to oldest, constitutes an ineradicable 
bond of unity that should prompt us to spurn our own dehuman-
izing impulses. Renewing hope for conflict-laden humanity be-
gins precisely in the acknowledgment of each other’s humanity, 
strengthening those fraternal bonds on which peace is grounded. 

- - - 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neu-

roscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He 
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Di-
rector of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org and www.fathertad.com. 

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 
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A bias against children's lives

A death we can be happy about
My husband's grandfather, Leo Zawatsky, passed 

away just before Easter. He was 99 years old, a World 
War II veteran, husband, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather. Dziadek ("Dodju" or "grandfather" in Pol-
ish) as we called him, was faithfully Catholic, deeply 
joyful, kind, generous and as he called himself "a sen-
timental old slob" who was always "happy and con-
tented." 

The morning after his death, we told our daugh-
ters, Rose and Clare, that he had died. This is not 
Rose's first encounter with death. My grandmother 
passed away in June 2020, and Rose will bring up the 
funeral from time to time. 

A few weeks ago, we went to the wake of my 
former co-worker, and Rose wanted to walk up to the 
casket with me to pray for Ms. Dee. So when we sat 
the girls down and began to explain that Dziadek had 
gone to be with Jesus, we were expecting a round of 
questions Rose usually lobbed our way. 

"Why did he die? How did he die? When did he 
die?" 

But this time, she just sat there, very still for a few 
moments. 

"Is Dziadek with Jesus now?" Rose finally asked. 
"Yes, baby. We pray that he is with Jesus." 
"Well that's good. Because Jesus isn't dead. So 

Dziadek isn't dead." 
My husband and I just looked at each other, 

stumped as to how we should respond to this theolog-
ically true statement (Jesus is, in fact, very much alive) 
without further confusing our 4 1/2-year-old child who 
had learned at Catholic school that Jesus rose from the 

dead, which meant we will too someday. 
"Dziadek is living a new life with Jesus, in 

heaven," I slowly explained. "But baby, the next time 
we visit Pennsylvania, we won't see him in person like 
before. He's not here anymore. He is with Jesus, up 
there, and we are living our lives, down here." 

It's not the easiest thing to explain eschatological 
realities to little kids, but we were trying. 

Rose was unfazed. "I know that, Mom. But I'm not 
going to be sad. Being with Jesus is better than being 
here. I bet Dziadek is so happy, so I'm going to be 
too." 

And with that, the early morning conversation we 
were certain would ruin her day was over, the biggest 
smile planted on her face as she ran off to the play-
room. 

"That's one way to think of it," my husband said. 
"I guess I shouldn't be all that sad after all. ... He's 
gone, but he's probably so very happy." 
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Learning to love the cry room
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The need for foreign-born  
religious workers

The U.S. immigration system should meet the 
needs of our communities and nation, but it often 
fails to do so. 

One issue that greatly affects the Catholic 
Church in the United States and many other reli-
gious and nonprofit organizations is the special 
provision in the law for religious workers. Prior to 
passage of the Immigration Act of 1990, there were 
no discrete visas for religious workers who were 
not ministers. 

Thus, the church viewed the Immigration Act 
of 1990 as an important step forward in its ability 
to bring foreign-born religious workers, including 
priests, into the country. It has long depended on 
these workers to meet the needs of immigrant com-
munities. 

After passage of the Immigration and National-
ity Act of 1965, this need significantly increased, 
as many more foreign-born Catholics arrived, but 
there were not sufficient priests and religious who 
could speak their languages and who understood 
their cultures. Adding to this need has been the lack 
of vocations in the United States. 

The religious workers came not only to serve 
their co-nationals, but to meet the broader needs of 
the church. They are truly essential workers, and 
their work benefits church organizations that serve 
the public. Some provide pastoral services and 
others related social services. 

The R-1 religious worker visa allows qualified 
persons to come for an initial period of two and a 
half years, which is renewable for another two and 
a half more years. But the system that once worked 
is now burdened with many problems. 

Religious workers seeking permanent resident 
status are facing unprecedented administrative de-
lays. The processing times for the immigration 
forms required have gotten beyond reasonable time 
frames. For example, a form that allows a person to 
stay as a resident, after the R-1 visa expires, would 
take more than two years to process. 

As a result, many religious workers and their 
sponsors face the difficult situation of whether the 
worker should leave the Unites States or should re-
main and risk falling into unlawful status as their 
cases are processed, jeopardizing their eligibility to 
become permanent residents. There is also the neg-
ative impact on the people and communities these 
religious workers serve if they leave. It is clear that 

an overhaul of the system is necessary. 
A related problem is the excessive fees charged 

for processing these applications. Because of the 
long processing times, most applicants try to use 
premium processing, which costs $1,500, besides 
the normal processing fees for applications. 

However, this extra fee does not ensure a 
smooth process, as adjudicators frequently request 
additional evidence and reject applications at high 
rates. There is also a requirement for site visits to 
our ministries, which are difficult to schedule. As a 
result, religious visas take an excessive time to pro-
cess, compared to other employment-based visas. 

In addition, once religious workers arrive, it 
takes months for the government to provide them 
with employment authorization, which hampers 
their ability to work, obtain a driver's license and 
otherwise function in the United States. 

This issue is worthy of our advocacy since it 
affects many dioceses and religious orders and de-
prives our foreign-born parishioners and many 
others of pastoral and social services. 

A full explanation of these problems in the reli-
gious worker immigration program can be obtained 
from Catholic Legal Immigration Network in a pol-
icy brief, "The Human Consequences of USCIS 
Policies and Backlogs on Religious Workers and 
the Communities They Serve." 

CLINIC is a powerful advocate for religious 
workers, providing both legal representation in in-
dividual matters and supporting our dioceses and 
religious communities in this difficult part of im-
migration law. 

- - - 
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio is retired bishop of 

the Diocese of Brooklyn, N.Y. He writes the col-
umn "Walking With Migrants" for Catholic News 
Service.

Bishop  
Nicholas DiMarzio 
Catholic News Service 

 
Walking With Migrants

Speaking of  
resurrection

We don't talk 
enough about resurrec-
tion. 

How a marriage 
can be resurrected: 
How what felt dead 
and gone, ready to be 
buried in the dark 
earth forever, is not al-
ways dead and gone. 
How a friendship can 
be resurrected: How 
speaking hard words can breathe new life into brittle bones. How 
relationships can come back to life through grace, mercy and for-
giveness. 

How miracles happen every day in hospitals, clinics and 
churches. How every priest and doctor, if you press them for a 
story and if they trust you with the truth, will tell you they have 
seen things with their own eyes that cannot be explained by any-
thing they learned in school. 

How children hold the secrets to God's upside-down kingdom. 
How freely the young speak of life, death and heaven — and how 
arresting their simple truths can be to older ears. 

We need to tell many stories: loss and grief, suffering and love, 
doubt and faith. Stories that challenge and complicate. But we also 
need the startling stories that defy category. 

Like the first disciples who found the empty tomb, we too have 
run and stumbled, disbelieving and grappling with what makes no 
sense by earthly terms. 

But if we could make ourselves vulnerable, like Christ stretch-
ing out wounded hands so others would believe, we might summon 
the courage to speak a few words — to a spouse, a friend or a child 
— about the holiest glimpses we have been given. 

A story of sobriety after years of addiction. 
A story of a lost child returning home. 
A story of grudges chipped away with the right chisels. 
Resurrection was meant to be shared, spread and shouted. If 

we do not speak of resurrection, we lock up God's best stories 
within cold tombs. 

What's more, when you tune your eyes and ears to the infinite 
ways God works to bring life from death, you will start to glimpse 
God everywhere. 

The hair on your arms will rise when a child asks a question 
about life or faith that you have never thought to ask. 

The memory in your bones will leap like joy when you offer 
forgiveness to a loved one and remember how it feels to start over. 

The tidy categories you assigned to heaven and earth will start 
to unravel when you listen to a friend admit that in deepest grief, 
they felt surprising joy — and they never had a place to share such 
a story so she buried it for years. 

Ordinary hints of resurrection will start to push into your life, 

Laura Kelly  
Fanucci 

Catholic News Service 
 

Faith at Home

Our wounds and our hope
A story about St. Teresa of Avila tells us that one 

day the devil appeared to her in the guise of Christ. 
Immediately, she dismissed him. You are not Christ, 

she told the devil. The devil was puzzled. How did you 
know I wasn't Christ? 

Because, Teresa replied, you have no wounds. 
It's an old story, perhaps a legend, but we know 

Teresa did fight the good fight with the evil one. 
The tale reveals much about our Easter encounters 

with Christ, our world today and our own wounded 
lives. 

The world is full of woundedness. The situation in 
Ukraine drags on, the scenes of mass graves and old 
women weeping make us want to turn away. The old 
mantra about war, "never again," appears buried in the 
rubble of Mariupol. 

And woundedness haunts our country as well. In-
come inequality, the lack of health care, the lies about a 
stolen election, our own centuries of racism, all these 
things reveal our pain. 

Amid sorrow, the Easter season gives hope and 
teaches us the value of wounds. The risen Christ is often 
unrecognizable to his disciples, but he invariably carries 
with him one clear badge of identification: his wounds. 

Put your finger in my wounds, Thomas, he tells his 
doubting friend. It seems very important to the resur-
rected Jesus that his wounds be seen. 

It's almost as if Jesus is reminding us that we all 
carry wounds. Woundedness is part of life and can't be 
airbrushed away to make the picture prettier. We're a 
product, in part, of the wounds we've suffered and en-
dured. Sometimes the world inflicts them, sometimes 
they're self-inflicted. 

Jesus was wounded, and he understands wounded-
ness. In a worldly sense, he failed, and he understands 
failure and disappointment because he encountered 
them on a cross. 

Benedictine Sister Joan Chittister said, "Hope is the 
ability to believe that good can happen out of anything." 

Indeed, if good came from the brutal crucifixion 
and humiliating death of Jesus, good can come from our 
wounds as well. 

That's why we get up each day and say with the 
Benedictines, "Always we begin again." 

Jesuit Joseph Whelan wrote in a famous prayer, 
love "decides what will get you out of bed in the morn-
ings." 

Think of how Peter must have felt in the presence 
of the risen Lord, a friend he had denied just days be-
fore. And yet, how Jesus loved him and saw beyond his 
failures. If we can just feel Jesus loving us and our 
woundedness in the same way, think of the power of 
hope and good we can unleash. 

So, we continue to fight for legislation that limits 
fossil fuels and counters climate change. We offer life-
giving hope to women caught in challenging preg-
nancies. We write to death row inmates and lobby for an 
end to the death penalty. 

We express our hopes for the church by participat-
ing honestly in synod discussions. We volunteer at the 
food pantry. We wake up each morning, not hiding our 
wounds, but sharing them with a wounded world. We 
wake up ready to love. 

Mother Teresa's famous quote reminds us, "Not all 
of us can do great things. But we can do small things 
with great love." 

Teresa of Avila understood that to be human is to 
carry wounds, and that Christ has suffered with us in his 
humanity. It is human to hurt and hurt can lead to 
growth. 

So, we get busy. Not navel-gazing at our own and 
the world's failures, but asking each morning, How can 
I love more and be part of the miracle of hope?

Effie Caldarola 
Catholic News Service 

 
For the Journey
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EDICTAL SUMMONS  
May 2, 2022  

CASE: PETTY--PETTY NO.: SO/22/12*  
 

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seek-
ing STACY D'AUN PETTY.  

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the 
Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 
76905, on or before the 31st clay of May 2022, to answer to the Peti-
tion of IDAS GLENN PETTY, Jr., now introduced before the Diocesan 
Tribunal in an action styled, "IDAS PETTY, Jr. and STACEY PETTY, 
Petition for Declaration of lnvalidity of Marriage." Said Petition is identi-
fied as Case: PETTY --PETTY; Protocol No.: SO/22/12*, on the Tribu-
nal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo.  

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Fai-
lure to communicate within the prescribed period of time will be consid-
ered your consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the 
above-named case.  

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on this 2nd day 
of May 2022. 

 
Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 

Judicial Vicar

EDICTAL SUMMONS  
May 2, 2022  

CASE: PETTY -- BATEMAN (HEDGECOKE) NO.: SO/22/13*   
 

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking 
CHARLA MICHELLE BATEMAN (HEDGECOKE).  

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the Catho-
lic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, 
on or before the 31st day of May 2022, to answer to the Petition of IDAS 
GLENN PETTY, Jr., now introduced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an 
action styled, "IDAS PETTY, Jr. and CHARLA BATEMAN (HEDGECOKE), 
Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage." Said Petition is identified 
as Case: PETTY -- BATEMAN (HEDGECOKE); Protocol No.: SO/22/13*, 
011 the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of Sau Angelo.  

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Failure 
to communicate within the prescribed period of time will be considered 
your consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the above-
named case.   

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on this 2nd day of 
May 2022. 

 
Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 

Judicial Vicar

EDICTAL SUMMONS  
May 2, 2022  

CASE: PETTY - GARCIA NO.: SO/22/14*  
 

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seek-
ing KOLISTA MARIA GARCIA.  

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the 
Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 
76905, on or before the 31st day of May 2022, to answer to the Peti-
tion of IDAS GLENN PETTY, Jr., now introduced before the Diocesan 
Tribunal in an action styled, "IDAS PETTY, Jr. and KOLISTA GARCIA, 
Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage." Said Petition is identi-
fied as Case: PETTY - GARCIA; Protocol No.: SO/22/14*, on the Tribu-
nal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo.  

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Fai-
lure to communicate within the prescribed period of time will be consid-
ered your consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the 
above-named case.   

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on this 2nd day 
of May 2022. 

 
Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 

Judicial Vicar

EDICTAL SUMMONS  
May 2, 2022  

CASE: WHITMORE (POTEET) -CARROLL NO.: SO/22/15*  
 

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking 
Joe Howard Carroll. 

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the 
Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 
76905, on or before the 31st clay of May 2022, to answer to the Petition 
of SALLY EILEEN WHITMORE (POTEET), now introduced before the 
Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, "Sally Whitmore (Poteet) and Joe 
Carroll, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage." Said Petition is 
identified as Case: WHITMORE (POTEET) -CARROLL; Protocol No.: 
SO/22/15*, 011 the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo. 

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Fai-
lure to communicate within the prescribed period of time will be consid-
ered your consent. for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the 
above-named case.    

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on this 2nd day 
of May 2022. 

 
Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 

Judicial Vicar

Knights of Columbus State Charities

COURTESY

At the Knights of Columbus Texas State Council Annual State Convention April 29, Bishop Michael Sis was presented a check for $12,681.34 to be used in charitable ministries in the Diocese 
of San Angelo. The funds were raised by 22 Knights of Columbus councils in the diocese: #9130 in Big Spring, #16391 in Midland, #3203 in Odessa, #9674 in Fort Stockton, #10404 in Odessa, 
#16390 in Crane, #3071 in Midland, #8773 in Odessa, #14412 in Andrews, #2136 in San Angelo, #12008 in San Angelo, #12798 in San Angelo, #13514 in San Angelo, #17204 in San Angelo, #2636 
in Rowena, #2772 in Olfen, #10985 in Ballinger, #3867 in Brownwood, #13824 in Brady, #2163 in Abilene, #4316 in Wall, and #9641 in Garden City.
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days. I find myself rejoicing when I find a public rest-
room that fits my double stroller or an airport terminal 
that has a play area. In a world that encourages us to 
delay having children and to limit our family size in 
pursuit of other goods, the cry room stands as a symbol 
of accommodation, of making room for the joyful 
chaos of family life. 

The Mass is the church's greatest prayer. It is sol-
emn and serious. In today's world, it's often the one 
space where people can escape the pull of their phones 

and the noise and distraction of screens. Quiet and still-
ness are necessary for real communion. 

But the Mass is also where heaven meets earth. It's 
when angels who exist only for God's glory praise and 
dance in exultation. The liturgy, according to theo-
logians like Father Romano Guardini, can be described 
in terms of playfulness: 

"The child, when it plays, does not aim at anything. 
It has no purpose. It does not want to do anything but 
to exercise its youthful powers, pour forth its life in an 
aimless series of movements, words and actions, and by 
this to develop and to realize itself more fully. ... And 
because (play) does not aim at anything in particular, 
because it streams unbroken and spontaneously forth, 

its utterance will be harmonious, its form clear and 
fine; its expression will of itself become picture and 
dance, rhyme, melody and song" ("The Spirit of the 
Liturgy"). 

There are Sundays when I long for the prayer life 
that I had as a single person, which was more focused, 
more peaceful. But in this season when I find myself 
peering out from the cry room, wiping sticky hands and 
runny noses, I'm grateful for a space that allows me to 
participate in the foretaste of heaven with my children, 
who I hope will play before God for all eternity. 

- - - 
Elise Italiano Ureneck is a communications con-

sultant and a columnist for Catholic News Service.

URENECK 
 
Continued from Page 16

First, it isn't sinful to feel anger. Like other emotions, 
anger is neither good nor bad: All emotions are neutral. In 
fact, it's healthy and human to be in touch with our feel-
ings such as anger; it's ideal to know and understand why 
and how we each experience anger in our bodies and to 
recognize its effects on us. 

Self-knowledge and awareness are spiritual graces 
that empower us to make healthy choices that help us 
grow in holiness. Being aware of how we feel emotions 
— having somatic intelligence — is one of the pathways 
to that holiness. Many psalms show us this. 

God designed our bodies to feel emotions, including 
anger, so that our brain and body would take in signals 
about threats to our safety or the well-being of others. 
When we're alerted to injustice, adrenaline pumps through 
our body, tightening our muscles and increasing our heart 
rate and blood pressure. 

For some of us, anger is felt as a raw burning in our 
throat or chest, like I felt as a child when I was riding 
bikes with my cousin. For others, anger shows up in the 
body as clenched fists, tighter muscles and shallow 
breathing. 

Expressing our emotions instead of bottling them up 
is also part of God's design. We know that suppressing our 
emotions can cause illness. Medical research reveals that 
if anger is pent up, physical pain worsens. According to 
the Mayo Clinic, unexpressed anger can lead to high 
blood pressure, ulcers, heart disease and stroke. From a 
health perspective, as well as a spiritual one, it's best to 
express anger. 

As Catholics, we express anger in ways that don't 
harm others but work toward the common good. We can 
protest injustice, contact our representatives in govern-
ment, demanding justice and freedom for those whose 
needs are ignored. We can say a powerful "No!" to cul-
tural messages that draw our attention away from any-
thing that doesn't protect the sacredness of all life. 

When it comes to our feelings and behaviors, we are 

called to imitate Jesus Christ. When Jesus expressed his 
anger in the Temple, he showed us how anger can be ex-
pressed in healthy and holy ways. If we're loving and 
strategic, like Jesus, we can upset the status quo and invite 
people and systems to transform, to better reflect God's 
charity and justice. 

The Catholic tradition of nonviolent resistance and 
civil disobedience is rooted in this truth: Creatively and 
lovingly channeled anger challenges oppression. If ex-
pressed well, anger can inspire reflection and conversion. 
Anger tended to and expressed well can be a powerful 
force to build up the greater good. 

And we can know that God not only understands our 
strong feelings but has made us in God's own likeness, in-
cluding giving us a rich tapestry of emotions to express. 

- - - 
Sister Julia Walsh is a Franciscan Sister of Perpetual 

Adoration who is part of The Fireplace Community in 
Chicago. She serves as a spiritual director and vocation 
minister. She blogs and podcasts at 
MessyJesusBusiness.com.

WALSH 
 
Continued from Page 12

Grieving the loss of loved ones 
should certainly never be rushed, nor 
should we shove down our sadness. 
But, Rose was — is — right. He is 
with Jesus, and that is cause for re-
joicing. 

This is what the Easter season is 
all about — new life is brought forth 
because of a death that looked like a 
defeat but was far from it. We do not 
just stand at the foot of the cross, 
mourning and weeping in a valley of 
tears. 

We are invited to rush to an 
empty tomb, knowing full well that 
the resurrection of Jesus is a resur-
rection for us all, and a promise he 
makes good on, that our death is not 
permanent either. 

In the moments of losing a loved 
one, we are often overcome (and 
rightly so!) by a sadness so debilitat-
ing that our world seems shattered. 
But we can take comfort in the 
knowledge that our loved one's 
death, and even our own someday, is 
far from the final moment we will 
have. It is merely the next step to 
more moments with Jesus. 

And, as my 4 1/2-year-old re-
minded me, that's something we can 
be happy about. 

- - - 
Katie Prejean McGrady is an 

award-winning author and host of 
The Katie McGrady Show on The 
Catholic Channel on Sirius XM. She 
lives in Louisiana with her family.

McGRADY 
 
Continued from Page 16

advances but on two additional factors. 
First, in a society where abortion is permitted for any reason at 

all, many doctors developed an ambivalent attitude toward unborn 
life that led them to recommend abortion for a wide variety of rea-
sons. 

Second, the law created its own one-sided pressure. A doctor 
who failed to warn a woman about conditions that could lead her to 
want an abortion could be sued later by the parents for a "wrongful 
birth" — or even by the born child for "wrongful life." But a doctor 

persuading a woman to abort, whether the fetal defect turned out to 
be real or not, was in no legal danger. As Dr. Goodwin observed, 
"There is no 'wrongful abortion.'" 

The Supreme Court is considering whether to reverse a deadly 
line of court rulings creating an almost unlimited "right" to abortion. 
One of many positive results of reversal could be to counter these 
pressures and once again encourage doctors to treat mothers and 
their unborn sons and daughters as patients who deserve life-affirm-
ing health care. 

- - - 
Doerflinger worked for 36 years in the Secretariat of Pro-Life 

Activities of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. He writes from 
Washington state.

DOERFLINGER 
 
Continued from Page 16

certain as spring, stubborn as seedlings. 
You could start to see dawn as affirmation: that God has 

deemed it good and worthy that we keep going, offering us 
another chance to try again. 

You could open the confessional door, taking one step beyond 
the fear that kept you on the side of long-held sin, stepping out 
again with the freedom of forgiveness. 

We don't talk enough about resurrection. But we could start to 
try, and it would change us — you and me, our children and 
grandchildren, our friends and neighbors, this lost and lonely 
world. 

If we follow Mary Magdalene to the tomb and stay when 
others leave, if we turn around when God calls our name, if we let 
go of what we carried and take up new truth into open hands, then 
we can keep spreading the good news, telling what we have seen 
and heard and known. 

We don't talk enough about resurrection. But each year we 
have the whole season of Easter to keep trying. 

What stories will we tell this year? What truths will we find? 
- - - 

Fanucci is a writer, speaker, and author of several books in-
cluding Everyday Sacrament: The Messy Grace of Parenting. Her 
work can be found at laurakellyfanucci.com.

FANUCCI 
 
Continued from Page 17

Pro-lifers in Canada, Australia 

rally around news Roe  

may be overturned
By  Catholic News Service 
 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (CNS) — Pro-life advocates in Ca-
nada are buoyed by news that the U.S. Supreme Court was poised to over-
turn its decision on Roe v. Wade, but said they expect limited immediate 
effect in the country. In Australia, Archbishop Anthony Fisher of Sydney 
described as "very encouraging" the leaked draft majority opinion written 
by Justice Samuel Alito, which said "Roe was egregiously wrong from the 
start." The draft opinion that may strike down the 1973 U.S. abortion rul-
ing, published by Politico May 2, comes as Canada's prolife movement pre-
pares for its largest annual events: the March for Life May 12 in Ottawa, 
Ontario, as well as smaller gatherings in provincial capitals. Canada's Par-
liament passed legislation that decriminalized abortion May 12, 1969. 
Alito's draft opinion stems from the case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women's 
Health Organization, a challenge to a 2018 Mississippi law banning abor-
tion after 15 weeks of pregnancy. The news from the U.S. is "already rally-
ing the troops," said Father Larry Lynn, pro-life chaplain for the 
Archdiocese of Vancouver. "The pro-abortion people are saying, 'this could 
happen here,' and 'be on your guard' and those sorts of things." He added, "I 
think you can mark this day as a time when a real battle has begun."



Page 20 MAY 2022 The Angelus

   
  

    UoinJ

ardinO
ioD    

  
    tingtelebraCnIsU

eDoftionta
ongelAanSfoocese   

  
    nAg

consea
o   

  
    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

   
  

    

With Pr

   
  

    

raise And

   
  

    

sgsd Thank

   
  

    

o giving T

   
  

    

Almighty

   
  

    

osoer

y God

2

   
  

    

Con Al

C
goz

L

   
  

    

anza ylab

Clase de 2
zosamente anuncia la orde
La Iglesia Diocesana de S

   
  

    

titudty Gra

2022
enación de la
an Ángelo

   
  

    

d a Dios T

Class
joyfully annou

The Diocesan

   
  

    

odopodeT

s of 2022
unces the ordination of the

Angelon Church of San 

   
  

    

4 de junadoEl SÁb

de manos e invocación del Espíritu Sa
a la orden de diácono por la

Clase de 2

   
  

    

yayturdatsa a

and the invocation of t
to the Order of Deaco

Class

nio de 2022

anto de Su Excelencia
a imposición

2022

   
  

    

june 4 2022y

the Holy Spirit by His Excellency
n through the laying on of hands

s of 2022

   
  

    

exTeBig Spring, T
1001 Birdwell La

H– Dorothy Garrett Coliseum 

–
a las 10:30 de la m

4 de jun–ado El SÁb

   
  

    

Big 
1001 

Dorothy Garrett C

10

yayturdatsa a

xas
ane
Howard College

manana

nio de 2022
~

   
  

    

exasSpring, T
Birdwell Lane

Howard College– Coliseum 

–

0:30 a.m.

june 4, 2022–y 

   
  

    

ab
If you ha

   
  

    

bout the Diaconate Program you can contact:
ave any questions or are interested in learning

   
  

    

:
g more

   
  

    


	WTA11x17x20_Page 1
	WTA11x17x20_Page 2
	WTA11x17x20_Page 3
	WTA11x17x20_Page 4
	WTA11x17x20_Page 5
	WTA11x17x20_Page 6
	WTA11x17x20_Page 7
	WTA11x17x20_Page 8
	WTA11x17x20_Page 9
	WTA11x17x20_Page 10
	WTA11x17x20_Page 12
	WTA11x17x20_Page 13
	WTA11x17x20_Page 14
	WTA11x17x20_Page 15
	WTA11x17x20_Page 16
	WTA11x17x20_Page 17
	WTA11x17x20_Page 18
	WTA11x17x20_Page 19
	WTA11x17x20_Page 20

