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Praying for
the souls of

By Becca Nelson Sankey

After mixing up last year’s dates com-
memorating All Souls Day in Calvary
Catholic Cemetery, Steven Rodriguez, of
Vick, was determined not to miss this
year’s event. On Thursday, Nov. 2, he
waited in a folding chair next to his pickup
truck, parked near the graves of his mother
and aunt. “I try to come every year,” he
said of All Souls Day, adding of his
mother, “I also come on the day she died
and her birthday.”

All Souls Day, which follows All
Saints Day on Nov. 1, is commemorated
locally every year at Calvary Catholic
Cemetery, owned and maintained by the
Catholic Diocese of San Angelo. Some of
the diocese’s clergy, including Bishop Mi-
chael Sis, divide the cemetery into quad-
rants so each can pray over and bless
specific graves at the request of parishio-
ners.

“All Souls Day is a day Catholics
around the world visit cemeteries and pray
for the dead. Today’s a day we pray specif-
ically for the souls of those who have died

the departed

San Angelo on Nov. 2, All Souls’ Day.
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who are not in heaven,” Sis explained as
he walked through his assigned quadrant
of the cemetery, searching for individuals
requesting blessings for their deceased
loved ones. “We pray that through God’s
mercy they’ll pass through the process of
purification that is purgatory and enter into
heaven for eternity.

“It’s also a wonderful chance for
people to just remember, like Steve (Ro-
driguez). He really captured it. He goes to
the cemetery on his mother’s birthday and
date of death because he wants to re-
member his mom because he loved her.
It’s an expression of love for somebody
that he lost. That’s the key human dynamic
in coming here.”

Barbara Garza Dominguez, of St.
Mary’s Parish, said every All Souls Day
she visits the graves of her husband and
his family.

“I do this for him and his whole family
because his whole family’s gone — his
mom, his dad, his sister,” she said. “So I
don’t have any of them. I just have my two
girls and then some cousins.”

As a Catholic, it’s important to pray

for the souls of those who have died be-
fore us, she said. “We pray they’re not in
purgatory, that they’re going to heaven to
be with our Lord.”

If they are already in heaven with God,
it’s an act of love that brings Dominguez
— and those for whom she prays — peace.

Her gift to them, she said, is “coming
here and praying for them and spending
time with them.”

After having their loved ones’ graves
blessed, parishioners gathered before the
altar, set up in front of the cemetery’s mau-
soleum, for an outdoor Mass led by Sis.

Morgan Knobloch, of North Texas, has
lived in San Angelo for four years as a
FOCUS missionary at the Newman Center
on the Angelo State University campus.
Each year, she too, has attended the Mass
following the blessing. “It’s a beautiful
way to pray for the souls in purgatory and
our deceased loved ones,” she said just be-
fore the Mass began. “It’s also cool to do
something a little different like having
Mass outside at the cemetery.”

All Souls Day was perhaps particu-
larly poignant for Sis, whose father died in
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Deacon Pete Madrid distributed Communion at a Mass at Calvary Catholic Cemetery in

Bishop Michael Sis prayed over the graves of loved ones with gathered faithful at Cal-
vary Catholic Cemetery in San Angelo before Mass at the cemetery Nov. 2.

July. In his homily, he said, “We remember
our loved ones who have died, we give
thanks to God for their role in our lives,
we acknowledge that we miss them, and
we ask God’s grace to help us to mourn
our losses. We also ask God for the gift of
inner healing. And we pay our respects to
them, and we pray for the repose of their
souls.”

No one knows how long we will live,
he added, a point driven home by the dates
of birth and dates of death on each ceme-
tery headstone and marker.

“Some of them lived long lives, and
some very short,” Sis said. “As we reflect
on that reality, we should conclude that
therefore we should live our lives in such a
way that we’re always ready.”

Every human being who has ever lived
eventually stands before the judgment seat
of God, he said.

“We need to think when we come and
pray in a moment like this, ‘How am I liv-
ing my life? Am I ready for the final judg-
ment?’

“How we live today makes a differ-
ence for eternity.”
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Once upon a time, two angels were sent from heaven
to earth, each with a basket. They traveled all over the
planet — to homes, churches, schools, sports arenas,
ranches, oil fields, and businesses. Then they came back
to heaven with what they had collected in their baskets.
The basket of one of the angels was heavy and overflow-
ing. The basket of the other angel was very light and al-
most empty. The angel with the light load asked the angel
with the big load, “What do you have in your basket?” He
answered, “I was sent to collect the prayers of petition of
all the people who said, ‘I want this’ and ‘Please give me
that.” But, hey, your basket looks pretty empty. What were
you sent to bring back?”” The angel with the light load re-
plied, “I was sent to collect their prayers of thanksgiving.”

Gratitude is one of the greatest spiritual medicines of
all time. It is a remedy for many different spiritual prob-
lems. It is one of the most powerful antidotes for self-pity,
envy, resentment, and pride. Nothing frustrates the devil
more than a human being who is grateful to God.

There are three basic steps in gratitude:

a. First, we recognize that we have received some-
thing.

b. Next, we say the words. We take the time to say,
“Thank you.”

c. Finally, we do our part, either by returning the favor
or by paying it forward. We reach out to others in actions
that express love.

Gratitude is not just a spontaneous feeling that comes
over us. Gratitude is a choice we make, and act of the
will. We choose to be grateful. We’re not born grateful.
We have to learn it. This is why parents have to teach
their children, constantly reminding them to say “thank
you.”

It is not enough to express gratitude only at Thanks-
giving time in November. It is something that ought to
happen throughout the year. The art of gratitude is a good
habit that we need to practice so that it develops into a vir-
tue. A virtue is a stable part of our character, an enduring
part of who we are, an ongoing disposition of our life.

How can we grow in our attitude of gratitude? Here
are some examples of acts of gratitude.

The more we practice these habits of thankfulness, the
more the virtue of gratitude will become engrained in us:

1. When you wake up in the morning, thank God for
another day of life. Then, at the end of each day, look
back over the day, and thank God for the gifts received
that day.

2. Recognize the lavish gift giving of God, rejoice in
the giftedness of others, and humbly acknowledge your
own personal gifts.

3. Be grateful for your parents. Despite whatever im-
perfections they might have, through them God gave you
the precious gift of life.

4. Be thankful for the food you eat. Thank God that
you are not going hungry.

5. Whenever you drink a simple glass of water, or
take a shower, or wash your hands, thank God for the gift
of clean, healthy water. Sometimes we complain about the
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quality of our water here in West Texas, but most people
in the world do not have access to a clean, healthy water
supply.

6. When you are participating in any game or compe-
tition and you do not win, give thanks to God for the op-
portunity to grow in humility.

7. When you are stopped by the police and you re-
ceive a traffic ticket, thank the officer for taking risks
every day to keep our society safe and secure.

8. When you are in Mass or in an airplane and you
hear a crying baby, be thankful that their parents accepted
the precious gift of new life. Children are our future.

9. Practice the courteous habit of writing actual thank
you notes to others.

10. When confronted by your own personal weakness,
limits, and lack of ability, pray in thanksgiving to God
with the insight expressed by St. Paul in 2 Corinthians
12:5-10: “When I am weak, Christ is strong in me.”

11. Thank God for the boulders that you must climb
over in the path of your life, because they make you
stronger. St. James says, “Count it all joy, my brothers,
when you meet various trials, for you know that the test-
ing of your faith produces steadfastness” (James 1:2-4).

12. On those occasions when you suffer without de-
serving it, or go through any kind of hardship, be grateful
for the privilege of sharing in the afflictions of Our Lord
Jesus. The cross that you bear draws you closer to him.
When you join your sufferings with his, you are thereby
participating in a small, humble way in his redeeming sac-
rifice. St. Paul says, “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for
your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking
in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is
the church” (Col 1:24).

These are merely a few examples of the many ways
we can express thanksgiving. By intentionally practicing
steps like these, the attitude of gratitude will come to be
an enduring aspect of our personal character. St. Paul
writes, “In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the
will of God for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Th 5:18). The Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church teaches, “every event and
need can become an offering of thanksgiving” (no. 2638).

Pope Francis repeatedly teaches on the importance of
giving thanks. He says, “Gratitude, the ability to give
thanks, makes us appreciate the presence in our lives of
the God who is love, and to recognize the importance of
others, overcoming the dissatisfaction and indifference
that disfigure our hearts. It is essential to know how to

say, ‘thank you.’ Please, let us not forget this key word”
(Francis, Homily, Oct. 9, 2022).

The greatest prayer of gratitude in the world is the
Mass. In the first Mass, when Jesus was celebrating the
Last Supper with his apostles, he “gave thanks” with the
bread and the wine (Lk 22:7-20). In that biblical text, the
Greek verb for giving thanks is eucharistein. That is
where we get the English word “Eucharist.” It literally
means “thanksgiving.” The Mass is one big prayer of grat-
itude. Individually and collectively, we give praise and
thanks to God the Father for his saving action through
Jesus Christ.

Here I would like to point out some key moments in
the Mass when we express thanks to God. After the pro-
clamation of the Scripture readings, we respond, “Thanks
be to God.” At the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer, in
the Preface Dialogue, we say, “Let us give thanks to the
Lord our God. It is right and just.” After receiving Com-
munion, we kneel and give thanks to God for what we
have received. At the end of the Mass, we say, “Thanks be
to God.” We are not saying thanks that the Mass is over,
but rather giving thanks for what God has done for us.
After the closing song, and before we leave the church, it
is a good practice to kneel down for a little personal
prayer of thanksgiving.

In this time of Eucharistic Revival in the Catholic
Church in the United States, we are seeking to live more
fully as eucharistic people. Quite literally, this includes
living out the virtue of gratitude as an ongoing habit of
our heart. St. Paul expresses this beautifully in Colossians
3:15-17: “Be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly, ... singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with
gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in
word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

The Prayer Square

Thanksgiving Prayer

Father all-powerful,

your gifts of love are countless and your good-
ness infinite; as we come before you on Thanks-
giving Day with gratitude for your kindness, open

our hearts to have concern for every man,
woman, and child, so that we may share your
gifts in loving service.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Roman Missal, Thanksgiving Day, Collect Prayer

Synod synthesis shows agreement, divergences,
including on 'synodality’

Por Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A report
summarizing discussions at the assembly
of the Synod of Bishops said the church
may need more welcoming pastoral ap-
proaches, especially to people who feel ex-
cluded, but also acknowledged fears of
betraying traditional church teachings and
practices.

Among the topics addressed in the re-
port were clerical sexual abuse, women's
roles in the church, outreach to poor and
the concept of "synodality" itself.

The assembly, with 364 voting
members — 365 counting Pope Francis —
met in working sessions six days a week
Oct. 4-28 after a three-day retreat outside
of Rome.

After the voting on the synthesis con-
cluded, the pope said he wanted to remind
everyone that "the protagonist of the synod
is the Holy Spirit." He briefly thanked the
synod officers and joined members of the
assembly in giving thanks to God.

The assembly's discussions set the
stage for a year-long period of reflection
that will culminate in the second and final
synod assembly in late 2024 on the same
topic.

The 41-page synthesis report, voted on
paragraph-by-paragraph Oct. 28, described
its purpose as presenting "convergences,
matters for consideration and proposals

that emerged from the dialogue" on issues
discussed under the headings of synodality,
communion, mission and participation.

Every item in the report was approved
by at least two-thirds of the members pres-
ent and voting, synod officials said. They
published a complete list of the votes.

Within the synod topics, members
looked at the role of women in the church,
including in decision making, and at the
possibility of ordaining women deacons.
The report asked for more "theological and
pastoral research on the access of women
to the diaconate," including a review of the
conclusions of commissions Pope Francis
set up in 2016 and 2020.

The paragraph, one of several on the
theme of women deacons, was approved
279-67, which was more than the needed
two-thirds support but still garnered
among the highest negative votes.

Among members of the assembly, the
report said, some thought the idea of
women deacons would be a break with tra-
dition, while others insisted it would "re-
store the practice of the early church,"
including at the time of the New Testa-
ment, which mentions women deacons.

"Others still, discern it as an appropri-
ate and necessary response to the signs of
the times, faithful to the Tradition, and one
that would find an echo in the hearts of
many who seek new energy and vitality in
the church," it said. But, the report added,
some members thought that would "marry

the church to the spirit of the age."

The paragraph on how different
members explained their support of or op-
position to women deacons also was ap-
proved by more than two-thirds of the
voting members, but it received more neg-
ative votes than any other item, passing
277 to 69.
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Members of the assembly of the Synod of Bishops use tablets to vote on the gathering's syn-
thesis document Oct. 28, 2023, in the Paul VI Hall at the Vatican.

Assembly members also discussed
pastoral approaches to welcoming and in-
cluding in the life of parishes people who
have felt excluded, including the poor,
people with disabilities, LGBTQ+ Catho-
lics and Catholics whose marriages are not

See SYNOD, Page 18
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El habito constante de Ila

Habia una vez dos angeles enviados del cielo a la tierra,
cada uno con una canasta. Viajaron por todo el planeta: a
hogares, iglesias, escuelas, estadios deportivos, ranchos,
campos petroleros, y empresas. Luego regresaron al cielo
con lo que habian recogido en sus canastas. La canasta de
uno de los angeles estaba pesada y rebosante. La canasta
del otro angel estaba muy liviana y casi vacia. El angel de
la carga liviana le pregunt6 al angel de la carga grande:
“¢Queé tienes en tu canasta?” El respondio: “Me enviaron a
recoger las oraciones de peticion de todas las personas que
decian: ‘Quiero esto’y ‘Por favor, dame aquello’. Pero
bueno, tu canasta parece bastante vacia. /Qué te enviaron a
traer? El angel con la carga mas vacia respondio: “Fui envi-
ado a recoger sus oraciones de accion de gracias”.

La gratitud es una de las mayores medicinas espiritu-
ales de todos los tiempos. Es un remedio para muchos prob-
lemas espirituales diferentes. Es uno de los antidotos mas
poderosos contra la 1astima de si mismo, la envidia, el re-
sentimiento, y la soberbia. Nada frustra mas al diablo que
un ser humano agradecido a Dios.

Hay tres pasos basicos para la gratitud:

a. Primero, reconocemos que hemos recibido algo.

b. A continuacion, decimos las palabras. Nos tomamos
el tiempo para decir: “Gracias”.

c. Finalmente, hacemos nuestra parte, ya sea devol-
viendo el favor o pagandolo adelantado. Nos acercamos a
los demas con acciones que expresan amor.

La gratitud no es s6lo un sentimiento espontaneo que
nos invade. La gratitud es una eleccion que hacemos y un
acto de voluntad. Elegimos estar agradecidos. No nacemos
agradecidos. Tenemos que aprenderlo. Por eso los padres
tienen que ensefiar a sus hijos, recordandoles constante-
mente que digan “gracias”.

No basta con expresar gratitud solo en el Dia de Accion
de Gracias en noviembre. Es algo que deberia suceder du-
rante todo el afio. El arte de la gratitud es un buen habito
que debemos practicar para que se convierta en virtud. Una
virtud es una parte estable de nuestro caracter, una parte du-
radera de quiénes somos, una disposicion continua de nues-
tra vida.

(Coémo podemos crecer en nuestra actitud de gratitud?
A continuacién, se muestran algunos ejemplos de actos de
gratitud. Cuanto mds practiquemos estos habitos de agra-
decimiento, mas se arraigara en nosotros la virtud de la
gratitud:

1. Cuando te levantes por la mafiana, agradece a Dios
por un dia mas de vida. Luego, al final de cada dia, repasa
el dia, y dale las gracias a Dios por los regalos recibidos ese
dia.

2. Reconoce los regalos espléndidos de Dios, regocijate
en los dones de los demads, y reconoce humildemente tus
propios dones personales.

3. Agradece a tus padres. A pesar de las imperfecciones
que pudieran tener, a través de ellos Dios te dio el precioso
regalo de la vida.

4. Agradece la comida que comes. Gracias a Dios que
no pasas hambre.

5. Cada vez que bebas un simple vaso de agua, te
bafias, o te laves las manos, agradece a Dios por el regalo
del agua limpia y saludable. A veces nos quejamos de la

calidad de
nuestra agua
aqui en el
oeste de
Texas, pero la
mayoria de la
gente en el
mundo no
tiene acceso a
un suministro
de agua limpia
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y saludable.

6. Cuando estés participando en alglin juego o compe-
tencia y no ganes, dale gracias a Dios por la oportunidad de
crecer en humildad.

7. Cuando un policia lo para y recibe una multa de tra-
fico, agradezca al oficial por tomar riesgos todos los dias
para mantener nuestra sociedad segura y protegida.

8. Cuando estés en Misa o en un avidén y escuches a un
bebé llorar, agradece que sus padres aceptaron el precioso
regalo de una nueva vida. Los nifios son nuestro futuro.

9. Practique el habito cortés de escribir notas de agra-
decimiento a los demas.

10. Cuando te enfrentes a tu propia debilidad, limites, y
falta de capacidad personal, ora en accion de gracias a Dios
con la idea expresada por San Pablo en 2 Corintios 12:5-10:
“Cuando me siento débil, me cubre la fuerza de Cristo.”

11. Dale gracias a Dios por los pefiascos que debes su-
perar en el camino de tu vida, porque te hacen mas fuerte.
Santiago dice: “Hermanos, estimen como la mayor felici-
dad el tener que soportar diversas pruebas. Ya saben que, al
ser probada nuestra fe, aprendemos a ser constantes” (San-
tiago 1:2-4).

12. En aquellas ocasiones en las que sufras sin mere-
cerlo, o pases por cualquier tipo de dificultad, agradece el
privilegio de compartir las aflicciones de Nuestro Sefior
Jesus. La cruz que llevas te acerca a ¢l. Cuando unes tus su-
frimientos a los de ¢él, participas de manera pequefia y hu-
milde en su sacrificio redentor. San Pablo dice: “Ahora me
alegro cuando tengo que sufrir por ustedes, pues asi com-
pleto en mi carne lo que falta a los sufrimientos de Cristo
para bien de su cuerpo, que es la Iglesia” (Col 1:24).

Estos son so6lo algunos ejemplos de las muchas man-
eras en que podemos expresar accion de gracias. Al practi-
car intencionalmente pasos como estos, la actitud de
gratitud llegara a ser un aspecto duradero de nuestro ca-
racter personal. San Pablo escribe: “Y den gracias a Dios en
toda ocasion; ésta es, por voluntad de Dios, su vocacion de
cristianos” (1 Tes 5:18). El Catecismo de la Iglesia Cato-
lica enseia: “Todo acontecimiento y toda necesidad pueden
convertirse en ofrenda de accion de gracias” (num. 2638).

El Papa Francisco ensefa repetidamente sobre la im-
portancia de dar gracias. Dice: “La gratitud, la capacidad de
dar gracias, nos hace apreciar la presencia en nuestra vida
del Dios que es amor y reconocer la importancia de los
demas, superando la insatisfaccion y la indiferencia que
desfiguran nuestro corazon. Es fundamental saber decir
‘gracias’. Por favor, no olvidemos esta palabra clave” (Papa
Francisco, Homilia, 9 de octubre de 2022).

La mayor oracion de gratitud en el mundo es la Misa.

gratitud

En la primera Misa, cuando Jestis celebraba la Ultima Cena
con sus apostoles, “dio gracias” con el pan y el vino (Lc
22:7-20). En ese texto biblico, el verbo griego para dar gra-
cias es eucharistein. De ahi proviene la palabra “Eucaris-
tia”. Literalmente significa “accion de gracias”. La Misa es
una gran oracion de gratitud. Individual y colectivamente
damos alabanzas y gracias a Dios Padre por su accion sal-
vadora a través de Jesucristo.

Aqui me gustaria sefialar algunos momentos clave de la
Misa en los que expresamos gracias a Dios. Después de la
proclamacion de las lecturas de las Escrituras, responde-
mos: “Te alabamos, Sefior”. Al comienzo de la Plegaria Eu-
caristica, en el Dialogo del Prefacio, decimos: “Demos
gracias al Sefior, nuestro Dios. Es justo y necesario”. Des-
pués de recibir la Comunion, nos arrodillamos y damos gra-
cias a Dios por lo que hemos recibido. Al final de la Misa
decimos: “Demos gracias a Dios”. No estamos agradeci-
endo que la Misa haya terminado, sino mas bien dando gra-
cias por lo que Dios ha hecho por nosotros. Después del
canto fina, y antes de salir de la iglesia, es una buena prac-
tica arrodillarnos para una pequena oracion personal de ac-
cion de gracias.

En este tiempo de Avivamiento Eucaristico en la Iglesia
Catolica en los Estados Unidos, buscamos vivir mas plena-
mente como pueblo eucaristico. Literalmente, esto incluye
vivir la virtud de la gratitud como un hébito continuo de
nuestro corazon. San Pablo expresa esto bellamente en Co-
losenses 3:15-17: “Sean agradecidos. Que la palabra de
Cristo habite en ustedes con todas sus riquezas, ... con el
corazon agradecido, canten a Dios salmos, himnos y ala-
banzas espontaneas. Y todo lo que puedan decir o hacer, ha-
ganlo en el nombre del Sefor Jesus, dando gracias a Dios
Padre por medio de é1.”

Espacio de Oracion

Oracion de Accion
de Gracias

Dios todopoderoso,
cuyos dones de amor son incontables
y cuya bondad es infinita,
venimos ante ti, en este Dia de Accién de Gracias,
para agradecer todas tus bondades
y pedir que dispongas nuestro corazon
para que sirvamos a nuestros semejantes;
haz que seamos capaces
de compartir generosamente
los dones que de ti hemos recibido.
Por nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, tu Hijo,
que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del Espiritu
Santo y es Dios por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.

Misal Romano, Dia de Accion de Gracias, Oracion
Colecta

La sintesis del Sinodo muestra acuerdos y divergencias,
incluso sobre la ‘sinodalidad’

Por Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS)
— Un informe que resume los debates
de la asamblea del Sinodo de los Obi-
spos afirma que la Iglesia puede necesi-
tar enfoques pastorales mas acogedores,
especialmente para las personas que se
sienten excluidas, pero también recon-
oce el temor a traicionar las ensefianzas
y practicas tradicionales de la Iglesia.

Entre los temas abordados en el in-
forme figuran los abusos sexuales come-
tidos por parte del clero, el papel de la
mujer en la Iglesia, la ayuda a los pobres
y el propio concepto de la "sinodalidad".

La asamblea, con 364 miembros con
derecho a voto — 365 contando al Papa
Francisco — se reunio en sesiones de
trabajo seis dias a la semana, del 4 al 28
de octubre, tras un retiro de tres dias
fuera de Roma.

Tras concluir la votacion de la sinte-
sis, el Papa dijo que queria recordar a
todos que "el protagonista del sinodo es
el Espiritu Santo". Dio brevemente las
gracias a los responsables del Sinodo y
se uni6 a los miembros de la asamblea
para dar gracias a Dios.

Los debates de la asamblea preparan
el terreno para un periodo de reflexion
de un afio que culminara en la segunda y
ultima asamblea sinodal, a finales de
2024, sobre el mismo tema.

El informe de sintesis de alrededor
de 41 paginas, votado parrafo por par-
rafo el 28 de octubre, describe su propo-
sito como la presentacion de "las
convergencias, las cuestiones que deben
abordarse y las propuestas surgidas del
didlogo" sobre cuestiones debatidas bajo
los epigrafes de sinodalidad, comunion,
mision y participacion.

Todos los puntos del informe fueron
aprobados por al menos dos tercios de
los miembros presentes que tenian dere-
cho a voto, segun informaron los re-
sponsables del Sinodo. Publicaron una
lista completa de los votos.

Dentro de los temas del sinodo, los
miembros examinaron el papel de la
mujer en la Iglesia, incluida la toma de
decisiones, y la posibilidad de ordenar
mujeres didconos. El informe (cuya ver-
sion oficial fue publicada en italiano)
pedia mas "investigacion teologica y
pastoral sobre el acceso de las mujeres
al diaconado", incluyendo una revision
de las conclusiones de las comisiones
que el Papa Francisco cre6 en 2016 y
2020.

El parrafo, uno de muchos parrafos
que tocaron el tema de las mujeres y el
diaconado — fue aprobado por 279
votos a favor y 67 en contra, mas de los
dos tercios necesarios, pero aun asi fue
uno de los parrafos que obtuvo uno de
los votos negativos mas elevados.

Entre los miembros de la asamblea,

CNS PHOTO | VATICAN MEDIA

El Papa Francisco da su bendicién al concluir la asamblea de la ultima sesién de trabajo del
Sinodo de los Obispos, el 28 de octubre de 2023, en el Aula Pablo VI del Vaticano.

segun el informe, algunos pensaron que
la idea de mujeres didconos seria una
ruptura con la tradicion, mientras que
otros insistieron en que "restauraria una
practica de la Iglesia primitiva", incluso
en la época del Nuevo Testamento, que
menciona a las mujeres diaconos.
"Otros ven en este paso una res-

puesta adecuada y necesaria a los signos
de los tiempos, fiel a la Tradiciéon y
capaz de encontrar eco en los corazones
de muchos que buscan una renovada vi-
talidad y energia en la Iglesia", decia el
informe. Pero,

Véase SINODO, Pagina 18
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Please pray for our clergy

i

NNNOOOARBRAN=-

30

November

10 Rev. James Coleman (D — 2002)

12 Rev. Robert Vreteau, OMI (D — 2013)
13 Deacon Floyd Schwartz (B)

Deacon Abel Fernandez (B)

Rev. Frank Zimmerman, CM (D —
1999)

Deacon Billy Garcia (B)

Rev. Ariel Lagunilla (B)

Deacon Jesse Guajardo (D — 2020)
Rev. Colm Mulligan, MSC (D — 2003)
Deacon Leroy Beach (D — 2016)
Rev. Fernando Bonilla (B)

Rev. Fabian Rosette (B)

Rev. Michael Dwyer, MSC (D — 1997)

December

Rev. John A. Pierce (D — 1979)
Rev. Joseph Uecker (B)

Rev. Juan Lopez (B)

Rev. Thomas Manimala (B)

Rev. Larry Cyr, CPPS (D — 2017)
Deacon Alonzo Landin (B)

Rev. Laurent Mvondo (O — 1981)
Rev. Angel Vizcarra, OP (D — 2004)
Deacon Arturo Casarez (O — 2002)
Deacon Michael Kahlig (O — 2002)
Deacon Michael LaMonica (O —
2002)

Rev. Francis Njoku (B)

Rev. James Aaron (D — 1999)

Rev. Romanus Akamike (D — 2015)
Deacon Jose Gallegos (B)

Deacon Nestor Perez (D — 1993)
Deacon Lorenzo Salazar (B)

Rev. Albert Ezeanya (B — 1974)
Rev. Bernardito Getigan (O — 1985)
Rev. Peter Vaitonis (D — 1968)
Rev. Joseph Vathalloor, CMI (D —
2020)

Rev. Lazaro Hernandez (B)

Deacon Salvador Primera (B)
Deacon Julio Carrasco (B)

Rev. John Waldron (D — 1995)
Rev. Thomas Manimala (O — 1995)
Bishop Michael Pfeifer (O — 1964)
Rev. Bala Anthony Govindu (B)
Rev. Yesuratnam Mulakaleti (O —
2004)

Rev. Mark Woodruff (B)

Rev. Nicholas Femenia, CM (D —
1999)

Rev. Knick Knickerbocker (B)
Deacon Miguel Lopez (B)

Rev. Joseph Choutapalli (O — 1990)
Rev. John Hoorman, CPPS (D —
1995)

Deacon Alfonso Moreno (B)

Birthday | O = Date of Ordination
D = Date of Death

(Dates of birth and ordination given for
living clergy; date of death for deceased.)

T e et Ty S
i

November 2023

1 ABILENE, Abilene Christian University, Lighthouse
meeting at 11:00 a.m.

2 SAN ANGELDO, Calvary Cemetery, Blessing of the
graves at 4:30 p.m., Mass at 6:00 p.m.

4 ABILENE, Holy Family, Installation of Pastor Rev. Nilo
Nalugon at 5:30 p.m.

5 ABILENE, Sacred Heart, Youth and College Mass at
11:30 a.m.

8 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at
12:10 p.m.

9 BALLINGER, St. Mary, Priests’ Day of Reflection at
10:00 a.m.

11-17 WASHINGTON, Bishop’s Fall General Assembly

18 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at 4:00
p.m. followed by dinner with Guadalupanas

19 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Dea-
cons’ Retreat Mass at 11:00 a.m.

19 ABILENE, Holy Family, SEARCH Retreat Closing
Mass at 2:00 p.m.

21 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Pension
Administrative Committee meeting at 11:00 a.m.

27 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at
12:10 p.m.

29 SAN ANGELO, First Methodist Church, Advent Lunch-
eon Service at 12:00 noon

30 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at

Bishop’s Calendar

Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar.
325-651-7500 | Icastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

December 2023

1 SAN ANGELDO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Joint Meet-
ing of Finance Council and College of Consultors at
11:00 a.m.; Presbyteral Council meeting at 2:00 p.m.

1 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Priests,
Deacons, Religious Annual Advent Party at 5:00 p.m.

2-3 SAN MARCOS, Knights of Columbus State Leader-
ship meeting
5 SAN ANGELO, Pastoral Center, Priest Personnel

Board meeting at 11:00 a.m.

1" SAN ANGELO, Cathedral Endowment Board meeting
at 11:30 a.m.

12 ELDORADO, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mass at 6:00
p.m.

14 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Dioce-
san Staff Annual Advent Dinner, Social 6:30 p.m.,
Dinner 7:00 p.m.

15 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan
Review Board meeting at 10:00 a.m.

15 MENARD, Sacred Heart, Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.

16 MENARD, Sacred Heart, Dedication of Restored
Sacred Heart Church at 10:00 a.m.

16-19 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Semi-
narian Gathering

19 SAN ANGELO, St. Joseph, Mass at 6:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by Posadas at 7:00 p.m.

21 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at

13 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

17-19 DOSA Deacons Retreat 2

22 DOSA Staff Meeting, Mass & Lunch
23-24 Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving
27 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

12:10 p.m. 12:10 p.m.
n
Christ the King Retreat Center
November 2023 December 2023
1 Closed in Observance of the Solemnity of All Saints 1 Bishop’s Annual Party for Clergy
8 Shannon Volunteers 6 Staff Advent Morning of Reflection

8-10 Deacon Formation Pre-Candidacy Retreat

14 Bishop’s Annual Advent Party for Staff

16-19 Seminarian Winter Gathering

25 CKRC Offices Closed in Observance of Christmas
29 CKRC Offices Closed in Observance of the New Year

Special collection Nov. 19:
Catholic Campaign for
Human Development

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD)
is the national anti-poverty program of the U.S. Catholic
Bishops, working to carry out the mission of Jesus Christ "to
bring glad tidings to the poor ... liberty to captives ... sight to
the blind and let the oppressed go free" (Lk 4:18). The belief
that those who are directly affected by unjust systems and
structures have the best insight into knowing how to change
them is central to CCHD. CCHD works to break the cycle of
poverty by helping low-income people participate in decisions
that affect their lives, families, and communities. CCHD
offers a hand up, not a handout. CCHD has made over 9,000
grants to support people living in poverty break the cycle of
poverty, and over 200 organizations are supported each year
through the annual collection taken up in dioceses. CCHD's
rigorous review process includes the recommendation and ap-
proval of the local bishop as well as a grant agreement. Hun-
dreds of smaller projects are funded through the 25 percent
share of the CCHD collection retained by dioceses. These
grants have significantly changed the lives of the poor in the
United States.

Mass obligations for Christmas and the New Year

With Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God, both falling on Mondays this year,
Catholics may wonder how these holy days affect obli-
gatory Mass attendance. Here is a breakdown to help

you with your holiday planning.

Sunday, Dec. 24 - Obligation

As with every Sunday of the year, Catholics are
expected to attend Mass if they can. Any Mass after 4

4 p.m. on Sunday fulfilling the obligation. However,
attending a Mass after 4 p.m. on Sunday only fulfills
the obligation for Sunday or for Christmas, not for
both. Between Saturday evening and Monday, a Catho-
lic should attend both a Sunday Mass and a Christmas
Mass.

Sunday, Dec. 31 - Obligation
It’s Sunday. Go to Mass!

p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 23 or any time on Sunday ful-
fills this obligation.

Monday, Dec. 25 - Obligation

Here is where things get tricky. Christmas is a holy
day of obligation in the church, with vigil Masses after

Monday, Jan. 1 - No obligation

When the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, falls
on a Monday, it is not a holy day of obligation in the
U.S. There is never a bad time for Mass, though, espe-
cially if you have the day off of work.

Father Benito Rojas begins

service in DOSA

For the benefit of the people of God in West Texas, Bishop
Michael J. Sis has appointed Father Benito Rojas Barron, MSP,
as parochial administrator of St. Joseph Parish in San Angelo
and St. Therese Parish in Carlsbad, effective Nov. 3, 2023.

Father Juan Fernando Bonilla-Sanchez, MSP, former pas-
tor of St. Joseph and St. Therese, has begun an assignment out-
side the diocese.

This is Pope Francis’ prayer
intention for November

By Francesca Pollio Fenton
Catholic News Agency

Pope Francis’ prayer intention of the month of No-
vember is for himself — the pope.

“Pray to the Lord that he will bless me,” Pope Francis
said in a video released Oct. 31. “Your prayer gives me
strength and helps me to discern and to accompany the
church, listening to the Holy Spirit.”

“The fact that someone is pope doesn’t mean they lose
their humanity,” he added. “On the contrary, my humanity
grows each day with God’s holy and faithful people.”

The Holy Father called his role as pope “a process.”

He explained that throughout the process, a pope
“learns how to be more charitable, more merciful, and,
above all, more patient, like God Our Father, who is so pa-
tient.”

“I can imagine that at the beginning of their pontificate,
all the popes had this feeling of trepidation, apprehension,
knowing that he will be judged harshly,” he said. “For the
Lord will ask us bishops to give a serious account.”

Pope Francis asked the faithful to “judge benevolently”
and to “pray that the pope, whoever he might be — today it
is my turn — may receive the help of the Holy Spirit, that
he may be docile to that help.”

He concluded with a prayer: “Let us pray for the pope,
so that in the exercise of his mission, he may continue to
accompany in the faith the flock entrusted to him by Jesus,
always with the help of the Holy Spirit. And pray for me!
Favorably!”
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Sister Phyllis Ann
Bunnell, CDP

January 1, 1938 — October 16, 2023

Sister Phyllis Ann Bunnell
(formerly Marie Bernard), CDP, entered
eternal life on October 16, 2023, at the
age of 85. She was born January 1,
1938, in San Angelo, Texas, to Francis
Patrick and Marie Christina (Droll)
Bunnell. She was the middle child of
three girls. Sister Phyllis admired the
Sisters of Divine Providence (CDPs)
great dedication as educators and an-
swered God’s call to follow their exam-
ple on June 21, 1958. She spent 56
years of her 64 years of vowed life as
an educator.

Sister Phyllis’ early education took
place in the local Catholic school until
her mother, who was taught by the
Sisters of Divine Providence, enrolled
her in St. Joseph’s Academy in Abilene,
Texas. It was a boarding school where
the CDP taught. She was to stay for
one year while her older sister adjusted.
However, Phyllis attended from third grade to her high school graduation because she
enjoyed being with the sisters. Sister was happy to have Sister Amata Regan (later Su-
perior General of CDP) as her teacher. Shortly after graduation, she accepted the invita-
tion to join the convent. That was the beginning of her devoted life to teaching.

Sister Phyllis excelled in her own education having earned a Bachelor of Science
from Our Lady of the Lake University (OLLU), San Antonio, Texas, and both a Master
of Arts and PhD from the University of North Texas, Denton, Texas. Starting her mini-
stry in 1960, she would span states and curriculums, from elementary schools in
Shreveport, Louisiana, to high schools in Ennis, Texas, culminating as an Assistant Pro-
fessor of English at her alma mater, Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio,
Texas. “In my humble opinion, there can be no better life than that of a sister and no
better ministry than teaching,” she once declared. Her love for Latin and English was
particularly profound, noting, “As much as I enjoyed teaching English, Latin provided
me with an extra jolt of excitement.” Her final mission lasted 13 years at Providence
High School, San Antonio, Texas, a sponsored institution of the congregation. She
taught the girls English and Latin. The boys from Central Catholic High School were
included in her Latin classes for four of those years.

Her influence extended beyond the classroom. Sister Phyllis served two terms on
the Liturgy Commission of the Parish Council in Denton, Texas, and actively partici-
pated in various congregational roles, echoing the importance of evolving faith and
community. Reflecting on her journey, she insightfully remarked about Vatican II, “It’s
our church. We’re responsible for it, and we need to work to make Jesus known to the
world.”

Her peers and superiors held Sister Phyllis in high regard, with the Graduate Dean
of North Texas State University lauding her as an “influence for good” and “never too
busy to help someone who needs it” among both students and faculty. Her vibrant spirit
touched all. Her resilience, adaptability, and unwavering faith in the face of change re-
main an inspiration to many.

She is survived and loved by her Bunnell and Droll cousins, and the Sisters of Di-
vine Providence. She was preceded in death by her parents Francis Patrick and Marie
Christina (Droll) Bunnell and siblings Patricia Bunnell and Sister Nicole Bunnell, CDP.

Sister Carolyn
Pelzel, CDP

April 30, 1945 — October 7, 2023

Sister Carolyn (aka Sister Monica
Rose) Pelzel, CDP, entered eternal life
on October 7, 2023 at 78 years of age.
She was surrounded by various family
members, and a close friend, Cindy
Ford. Carolyn was born April 30,
1945, in Olfen, Texas, to Wilburn Paul
and Ruby (Halfmann) Pelzel. She
was the oldest of their six children.
Carolyn answered God’s call to be-
come a Sister of Divine Providence on
August 1, 1964. She professed first
vows on August 2, 1965.

Sister Carolyn was inspired to
enter religious life by the Sisters of Di-
vine Providence who taught her. Ho-
wever, she chose the Congregation of
Divine Providence because of her con-
versations with her middle school
teacher, Sister Marie de Chantal.

Their discussions on world news, and

social and justice issues mirrored the
foundation set by her parents. These interactions also showed Carolyn the vibrancy
and meaningfulness of religious life.

Sister Carolyn earned a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from the in-
stitution founded by her congregation: Our Lady of the Lake University, in San Anto-
nio, Texas. She later earned her Master of Arts in Religious Studies from the
University of the Incarnate Word, in San Antonio, Texas. Aside from these degrees
and other certifications, Sister Carolyn pursued her learnings in Israel, Fordham Uni-
versity, New York, and Santa Fe, New Mexico. All of these experiences inspired, en-
lightened, and enhanced her ministries.

Sister Carolyn began her ministry as a first-grade teacher in various schools in
Texas and Louisiana. For over 25 years she served as Director of Religious Educa-
tion, and Pastoral Associate in various schools and parishes in Texas and Louisiana.
She began her service in the medical field in 1999 in Austin, Texas, as a voice for the
disabled, a sitter with those who were saved from suicide, a liaison between family
members and medical staff, and an office assistant in the Seton Family of Hospitals.
Her final ministry was in St. Louis Parish, also in Austin, Texas, where she vol-
unteered and was present to its Women of Faith group. She recently began a card
ministry with this group and remained very close to its members.

In appreciation of her 50th jubilee, she shared a picturesque description of her re-
ligious life. “The bayous, the desert, the mountains, the oil fields, the hill country all
reflected God’s unique love. In each place, I became enriched in ways I would have
never dreamt possible. In each place, I felt very blessed by the vibrancy of God
working among so many diverse people.” Sister Carolyn’s family, friends, and Sisters
of Divine Providence can also appreciate the beauty of God’s love by having known
her.

She is survived by her siblings Donnie (Marcie) Pelzel, Larry Pelzel, Judy (Nel-
son) Lange, Alan (Mary Lee) Pelzel, aunts and uncles Kay Halfmann, Jeanie and
Charles Looka, Carol Pelzel, Fred and Nancy Pelzel and James Pelzel, numerous
nieces and nephews and her Sisters of Divine Providence. She was preceded in death
by her parents Wilburn and Ruby Dell Pelzel and sister and brother-in-law Linda and
Stanley Eggemeyer.

Teen Scouts exploring religious vocations invited to participate in St. George Trek

ROCIADA, NM — The National Catholic Commit-
tee on Scouting (NCCS) is encouraging high-school
aged Scouts in a Boy Scouts of America (BSA) pro-
gram to apply for the 2024 St. George Trek. The Trek is
a 16-day adventure, including 11 days of backpacking
in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains at Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico. Teens experience the sacra-
ments and the church’s life of prayer as they explore
the majesty of God’s creation — and their vocation.
The next St. George Trek is July 3—18, 2024. The dead-
line for a $300 early registration discount is Oct. 31,
2023. All eligible teens need to do to get started is
apply online.

“Catholic Scouting encourages young people to dig
deeper into their faith and form a real relationship with
Jesus, truly discerning what God is calling them to do
in their life. Sometimes this leads to a religious voca-
tion,” said NCCS Chair John Anthony. “We know of 12
St. George Trek participants who have entered semi-

nary formation over the past decade — and three have
been ordained to the priesthood. We also know of sev-
eral Trek participants who have begun formation with
religious orders."

Due to NCCS sponsorship and the generosity of
supporters, the 16-day St. George Trek only costs
$1,575. In many cases, local Catholic Scouting com-
mittees pay some or all of the Trek fee. Scouts are re-
sponsible for personal gear like hiking boots, as well as
transportation from their home city to Albuquerque.
Male or female Scouts can apply. The Trek is not co-
ed; there are separate hiking groups for male and fe-
male teens. View eligibility requirements and
additional details, plus access the participant applica-
tion form at: https.//nccs-bsa.org/saint-george-trek/.

There is evidence that young people involved in
Catholic Scouting are more likely to remain engaged in
the church and to consider a religious vocation. For ex-
ample, being involved in Scouting is something many

recent men ordained to the priesthood have shared.
Since 2006, 30% of ordinands to the priesthood in the
U.S. were active in BSA Scouting growing up, accord-
ing to a survey conducted by the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate at Georgetown University.

NCCS is a church committee of concerned Catholic
laity and clergy, which is advisory to the BSA and re-
lates to the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) through its Episcopal Liaison.
NCCS-sponsored Catholic Scouting is the only Scout-
ing program sanctioned by both the USCCB and BSA.
Catholic Scouting offers more than 50 Religious Activ-
ities as well as a range of Religious Emblems pro-
grams. Catholic Scouting supports service projects that
help young people learn about the value of volunteer-
ing and leadership in service of their community,
school, Scouting and the church. Catholic Scouting
welcomes boys and girls starting in kindergarten and
features whole family activities.

The Catholic Diocese of San

Reporting Sexual Abuse

stry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, TX

Reportar Abuso Sexual

La Dibcesis Catolica de San Angelo
esta firmemente comprometida a crear y

Angelo, TX 76902. Un intérprete de espa-
fol esta disponible. Si el incidente ocurri6

Angelo is firmly committed to creating
and maintaining the safest possible en-
vironment for our children and vulner-
able adults. If you or someone you
know has been sexually abused by
anyone who serves the Church, and you
need a place to talk with someone
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt
by the Church, we are here to help you.
To report incidents, call Lori Hines,
Victim Assistance Coordinator, 325-
374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese of
San Angelo, Victim Assistance Mini-

76902. If the incident occurred outside
this diocese, our Victim Assistance Co-
ordinator will assist in bringing your
concern to the attention of the appropri-
ate diocese. Please keep in mind that
one always has the right to report abuse
to civil authorities, and civil law re-
quires that any abuse of a minor must
be reported. To report about a bishop,
the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting
Service can be accessed by visiting Re-
portBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-
276-1562 (national hotline).

mantener el ambiente mas seguro posible
para nuestros niflos y adultos vulnerables.
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha
sido victima de abuso sexual por cualquier
persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y necesita
un lugar para hablar con alguien sobre sus
sentimientos de traicion o herido por la
Iglesia, estamos aqui para ayudarle. Para
reportar incidentes, llame a Lori Hines,
Coordinadora de Asistencia a Victimas,
325-374-7609 (celular), o escriba a la
Didcesis de San Angelo, Ministerio de
Asistencia a Victimas, PO Box 1829, San

fuera de esta didcesis, nuestra Coordina-
dora de Asistencia a Victimas le ayudara a
traer su preocupacion a la atencion de la
didcesis correspondiente. Por favor, tenga
en cuenta que uno siempre tiene el dere-
cho de reportar el abuso a las autoridades
civiles, y la ley civil requiere que cualquier
abuso de un menor de edad debe ser repor-
tado. Para reportar sobre un obispo, se
puede acceder al Servicio de Reportes de
Abuso de Obispos Catolicos visitando Re-
portBishopAbuse.org o llamando al 800-
276-1562 (linea directa nacional).
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Christ the King Retreat Center celebrates ruby annlversary
L

By Tom Burke

It is our ruby anniversary! Christ the King Retreat
Center has been in service to God's people in the Diocese
of San Angelo for 40 years! In those 40 years, tens of
thousands of people have come through our doors and
have renewed their faith. Families, parish members, com-
munities of faith, work places, young and old transformed
because our Catholic diocese kept a commitment it made
decades ago to offer a place where people of all denomi-
nations could gather in Christ's name. Truly, it is a hidden
treasure. The story of Christ the King Retreat Center is
the story of the people of West Texas ... a story of God's
people investing in God's people.

What is our mission?

Our retreat center is a special place that fosters spiri-
tual renewal. It is a place to be present to the presence of
God. It is a place that strives to nurture and deepen one's
faith in God through Jesus Christ. It is a place that builds
community (ACTS or Walk to Emmaus groups). It is a
place where people retreat from the world and are re-
newed in the Holy Spirit. It is a place to learn about one
another (Engaged Encounter). And, it is a place where
people discern and learn about ministry (Deacon Forma-
tion, Parish Staff Development Day, etc.). It is a place
where the old go to grow young again and where faith is
passed along from one generation to the next. It is a place
for organizations to gather and conduct business (Shan-
non Hospital Volunteers, San Angelo Realtors, and Texas
Region XV New Principals). It is a place for Bishop Sis
to host other priests and guests from different regions like
the Tex-Mex Border Bishops. We are a retreat center that
invites everyone to be at home with God and we are
much more.

In mid 1979, then-apostolic delegate of St. Pope John
Paul II, Archbishop Jean Jadot, visited the Diocese of San
Angelo. Archbishop Jadot encouraged the faithful
throughout the Diocese of San Angelo to build a retreat
center. He stated that a retreat center is an essential mini-
stry in every diocese. Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, the
fourth bishop of our diocese, made construction of a re-
treat center one of his priorities. Christ the King Retreat
Center was consecrated to the service of our Lord on June
9, 1983, and the first retreat held was an Engaged En-
counter weekend, June 10-12.

Prayerfully, it was decided that Christ the King Re-
treat Center would be ecumenical in its mission. Because
of that decision, our retreat center has been something
like a flagship for our diocese and our church. Non-Cath-
olics experience Catholicism through hospitality and an
abiding faith in Jesus Christ. For many non-Catholics, our
retreat center has been their first experience of our Catho-
lic Church.

During these 40 years of ministry, the Retreat Center
has experienced two major renovations. The first was un-
dertaken by Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, in 2003 and
2004 with the assistance of then director, Rev. John Cas-
tro, OMI. At that time, the renovations included the lobby,
conference room, public restrooms, kitchen and serving
area, dining room (expansion), and two guest rooms that
were renovated to meet the needs of those with physical
challenges.

A second renovation began in 2008. Receiving a post-
humous financial gift from the estate of Gerald and Edith
Crawford of Midland and securing additional grants, the
entire complex and grounds were addressed. Others saw
our efforts to restore God's house and contributed. For ex-
ample, Msgr. Louis Moeller gave a generous financial gift
and our chapel was renovated with new paint, carpet, up-
holstery for chairs, sacred vessels and vestments. Over

the years, the Art and Eva Camuiiez Tucker Foundation
has blessed us with monies to replace guest room air con-
ditioning units and mattresses and box springs, install se-
curity cameras, update our key lock system with a coded
keypad system, and many other projects. Members of
local parishes donated their time and talent to remove old
carpet and tired mattresses, saving us additional costs.
Local councils of the Knights of Columbus felled and re-
moved trees along our prayer path, taking seven tractor-
trailer loads of timber from our property and enhancing
our grounds.

When COVID-19 brought our ministry to a slow
crawl, Bishop Sis stood with us and supported us. When
the winter freeze of 2021 burst our water pipes, 28 guest
rooms were restored. Our mission and the spirit of our
staff have not dimmed.

The vision of Archbishop Jadot, Archbishop Fiorenza,
Bishop Pfeifer, and Bishop Sis to provide and maintain
this ministry has been, is, and will continue to be a bless-
ing for the people of West Texas for decades to come.

If you live in San Angelo or are just passing through,
I invite you to stop and experience Christ the King Re-
treat Center. If you would like to view a video of our fa-
cility, please visit our diocesan website and click on
"Retreat Center."

I ask for your prayers for our guests and the continu-
ance of our ministry on this, its 40th "ruby" anniversary.
May God continue to bless the faithful in the Diocese of
San Angelo who have entered through our doors and, in a
special way, those who have offered generous support
over these decades. May God bless all who come here to
renew and deepen their faith in Jesus Christ. May Christ's
reign hold sway in the lives of all who cross our thres-
hold.

Tom Burke is the director of Christ the King Retreat
Center.

A giving opportunity

If you wish to become part of our story, our next
major project has revealed itself: plumbing. We are in
need of $188,000.

Though intact, several sections of our sewer pipes
(covered under concrete sidewalks) have shifted down-
ward; thereby, what should be a linear pipe that moves
contents away from the buildings now has become
something akin to a holding area in certain spots. We
will need to cut concrete sidewalks, dig, and create
new earthen support. This labor-intensive project will
cost us more than we expected.

On May 2, during an annual event named "San
Angelo Gives" and through the generosity of the com-
munity, we raised $24,185.62 for this project. Our goal
is to raise the total amount and complete this project,
all the while serving God's people.

I appeal to you to make a financial commitment to
help continue God's work through our ministry. If you
are able to give toward our mission, there are four con-
venient ways to make your donation:

1) Visit our website at
https://sanangelodiocese.org/retreat-center-donations;

2) Make a pledge with monthly installments;

3) Mail a donation to at 802 Ford Street, San
Angelo, TX 76905; or,

4) Call us at (325) 651-5352.

With your help, Christ Jesus will continue to be
proclaimed and glorified through this ministry for forty
years to come ... and many more.

Hispanic ministry leaders find hope, challenges in new U.S.
bishops' pastoral plan's implementation

By James Ramos

HOUSTON (OSV News) — Thirty
years ago, a group of Hispanic ministry
leaders from around the U.S. gathered in
Houston to discuss plans and initiatives to
minister to the Hispanic and Latino Catho-
lics living in the U.S.

This Oct. 10-13, the National Catholic
Association of Diocesan Directors for His-
panic Ministry's annual conference re-
turned to Houston, gathering 250 Hispanic
ministry leaders from 109 dioceses in the
U.S. The national conference — which
took place at the tail end of this year's His-
panic Heritage Month, observed Sept. 15-
Oct. 15 — also gathered some six bishops,
several who lead U.S. bishops' committees
on Hispanic ministry and cultural diversity
in the church.

The NCADDHM conference focused
on the new "National Pastoral Plan for
Hispanic/Latino Ministry," a new doc-
ument, approved by the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops in June 2023, that was

developed through a process of consulta-
tion, discernment and leadership over mul-
tiple years.

The plan is a response to the Fifth Na-
tional Encuentro of Hispanic/Latino Mini-
stry (V Encuentro) process to help
Hispanic laypeople and church leaders to
meet the needs of the fastest growing de-
mographic of the Catholic Church in the
U.S.

At the Houston conference, Alejandro
Aguilera-Titus, assistant director of
USCCB's Subcommittee for Hispanic Af-
fairs and national coordinator for the V
Encuentro, said the pastoral plan was a di-
rect reflection and response to the "prior-
ities, needs and aspirations" of Hispanic
and Latino Catholics and has "the poten-
tial to transform the church in the United
States."

The Encuentro was a multiyear series
of diocesan, regional and national meet-
ings involving tens of thousands Hispanic
and Latino leaders that culminated with a
national gathering in Grapevine, Texas, in

2018, and identified key pastoral priorities
for Latino Catholics.

Among the 10 priorities highlighted in
the pastoral plan was the engagement of
youth and young adults, vocations, faith
formation, accompaniment of families,
ministry to the marginalized, and im-
migration and policy advocacy.

During the conference, leaders heard
from speakers, bishops, and theologians
who talked about the implications of the
pastoral plan. In addition to daily Mass
and presentations, participants broke into
small groups at different times to share
how the new plan would look like in their
ministries and their regions.

For Olga Lucia Villar, executive direc-
tor of the Miami-based Southeast Pastoral
Institute — which coordinates and assists
Hispanic ministries in 30 dioceses of the
Southeastern United States — and one of
many speakers at the conference, the new
pastoral plan could not come soon enough.

She sees the pastoral plan as helping
the church become more sensitive to the

multicultural reality of the present Catho-
lic Church in the U.S. "Especially at times
where it is difficult, where there are more
issues that might divide us racially, I think
that the plan is placing us at a good point
to continue healing the processes of recon-
ciliation and focus on belonging and being
sent off by Christ," she told OSV News.

Villar saw a parallel between the En-
cuentro process and the more recent synod
effort led by Pope Francis and said that
"the plan walks us toward being a synodal
church."

Since the first Encuentro was held in
1972, Villar said, the efforts have been
bringing the church together to reflect,
dialogue and look together for ways to
move forward as Hispanic Catholics in the
U.S. That continues to be the case al-
though the demographic landscape has
changed.

Since 1972, the number of Hispanics
in the U.S. has increased sevenfold, from

See PLAN, Page 20
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FOCUS marks 25 years of missionary-driven
university student evangelization

By Kiki Hayden
OSV News

"FOCUS' mission statement is simple: It's to know
Christ Jesus and fulfill the great commission," said Curtis
Martin, founder of the Fellowship of Catholic University
Students. Based in Denver, FOCUS lives out that mission
in that order: For its campus missionaries, "divine inti-
macy" and the pursuit of holiness come first, before their
evangelization efforts, Martin said.

FOCUS has grown greatly in the 25 years since
launching in 1998. Now with about 981 missionaries, the
student-focused missionary outreach serves 193 college
and university campuses in the United States, nine inter-
national campuses, nine digital campuses and 23 parishes.
Most U.S. states have multiple university campuses
served by FOCUS missionaries.

On its website, the organization underscores its vision,
which it calls its "main thing": "Inviting college students
into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ and his
church, inspiring and equipping them for a lifetime of
Christ-centered evangelization, discipleship and friend-
ship in which they lead others to do the same."

Knowing Jesus wasn't always central for Curtis or his
wife, Michaelann. By their late teens, both had rejected
their Catholic faith. However, through evangelical Chris-
tian Bible studies in college, each rediscovered Christ and
recommitted to Catholicism.

With a burgeoning love for Scripture, in 1988 Michae-
lann joined a young adult Bible study Curtis started with
about 65 to 70 people in his parents' living room.

She and Curtis "became friends almost instantly," Mi-
chaelann recalled. The evening they met, they talked
about "how Our Lady brought us back to Jesus in the Eu-
charist."

The following November, Curtis and Michaelann
Martin were married. They felt called to help others ex-
perience Scripture as they had in college, but in a Catholic
context.

While Michaelann was pregnant with their first son,
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the Martins met Scott Hahn, a former Presbyterian minis-
ter who had recently converted to Catholicism. After hear-
ing about their dream to minister to college students
through Catholic Bible studies, Hahn invited Curtis to
study with him at Franciscan University of Steubenville in
Ohio.

In February 1998, Martin traveled to Benedictine Col-
lege in Kansas to lead a retreat with his friend, Benedic-
tine professor Edward Sri. Believing the pair were called
to start something larger than that single retreat, Sri
worked that semester with students as a part-time leader
for FOCUS.

That summer, Martin and Sri trained two part-time
missionaries who were rising seniors at Benedictine as
well as two full-time missionaries who would serve with
Martin at the University of Northern Colorado. Ever
since, FOCUS has been sending missionaries to college
campuses to be disciples among students.

By strategically focusing on American universities,
FOCUS has an opportunity to connect with and evangel-
ize rising leaders from all over the world, Martin said.

When Curtis Martin had the opportunity to share his
ideas that year with St. John Paul II, the pope responded:
"Be soldiers." This meeting was the first of several en-
counters with popes and influential Catholic leaders —
encounters that the Martins believed confirmed they were
doing God's will, they told OSV News.

FOCUS sends full-time missionaries to campuses and
parishes to support local Catholic volunteers. "You can be
impacted by a webpage or some great materials, but the
webpage and materials can't love you, whereas our mis-
sionaries can," Martin said.

Those missionaries receive training based on St. John
Paul's 1992 apostolic exhortation Pastores Dabo Vobis (I
Will Give You Shepherds), which was written for the for-
mation of priests. FOCUS' two-year training emphasizes
the same pillars of formation as seminarian formation, he
said.

An ideal missionary candidate is someone who is
faithful to the church, eager to learn and who is "con-
tagious," or lives their life in a way that attracts others,
said Martin, who served under Pope Benedict XVI as a
consultor to the Pontifical Council for the New Evange-
lization and whom Pope Francis named in April to the Di-
castery for Evangelization.

FOCUS missionaries spend their days leading Bible
studies, praying together, attending Mass, and getting to
know the students and others around them, offering deep
friendships and delving into important topics, especially
what it means to follow Jesus. Personal spiritual growth is
central for all FOCUS team members, who have access to
spiritual direction.

FOCUS helps each missionary fundraise their salary,
while FOCUS subsidizes with benefits. "We walk with
our people," Martin said.

FOCUS hosts annual SEEK conferences for univer-
sity students, with this year's event drawing nearly 19,000
attendees to St. Louis in January to learn about evange-
lization and other faith-related topics. Like many of
FOCUS' endeavors, SEEK conferences provide opportu-
nities to encounter Christ through Mass and Eucharistic
adoration.

Online, FOCUS provides free formation materials,
such as Bible study guides and YouTube videos on topics
ranging from saints to dating, at its website

focusequip.org.

Trevor Jin, FOCUS' formation specialist whose work
emphasizes formational media, described FOCUS' digital
outreach as "providing air support to that in-person mis-
sion."

Jin, 30, grew up Catholic in St. Louis. But he knew
more "about" Jesus than he knew the Lord's love for him,
he said. After being invited to a FOCUS Bible study while
attending The University of Tulsa in Oklahoma, Jin
quickly discovered a desire to spread the good news about
Jesus' love.

During the summer before his senior year of college
in 2015, Jin worked for a bank developing a mobile app.
But his passion project that summer was making an app
for his Newman Center. "I found a deep love for building

things for the church," he said.

When he realized that as a FOCUS missionary he
could evangelize full time, joining the team was a natural
next step.

After two years as a missionary, Jin moved to Denver
to join the national team to support missionaries. He's
stayed with FOCUS in part because of the atmosphere of
prayer in the Denver FOCUS support center, where there
is easy access to priests and chaplains, confessions, spiri-
tual direction and daily Mass.

"We all pray the Divine Mercy chaplet every day to-
gether, there's a rosary said every day here, there's a cul-
ture of prayer here," Jin said. Meanwhile, "Professional
development is very important here for ... being more ef-
fective in spreading the kingdom."

Jin has recently worked on a unique project: a doc-
umentary on Michelle Duppong, a servant of God whose
cause for canonization is underway in the Diocese of Bis-
marck, North Dakota. After encountering FOCUS as a
student at North Dakota State University in Fargo, Dup-
pong served as a FOCUS missionary for several years.
But that's not the central theme of her story: Jin said his
main takeaway is that "heroic virtue and sanctity is for ev-
eryone."

Like Jin, Amy Chang was extremely successful at
what she studied, but found her passion in spreading the
Gospel, eventually choosing to work for FOCUS as a mis-
sionary. Seeing FOCUS' growth gives Chang, 28, hope for
the future.

Raised in a family that practiced Buddhism only on
holidays and visits to South Korea, Chang grew up with-
out much knowledge of religion. During her freshman
year at The University of Tulsa in 2013, she was invited
into friendship with a FOCUS missionary and FOCUS
student leaders. Chang described her friends at FOCUS as
"radically available," something she had not experienced
in previous friendships.

One Friday evening, she found herself in a eucharistic
adoration chapel alongside 30 other students. "It was
really there that I think the Lord invited me to encounter
him for the first time," she told OSV News.

Chang was baptized, confirmed and received her first
Communion her freshman year. During her junior year,
she traveled to India on a FOCUS mission trip. It was
"one of the most transformative trips I have ever been on,"
she said.

FOCUS leaders invited her to apply to become a mis-
sionary after college. Instead, she worked for a Fortune
500 company, but ultimately felt lonely and unfulfilled.
She recalled how different things felt when she had been
involved with FOCUS during college.

Chang called FOCUS and described her struggles.
The FOCUS hiring manager said the organization's offer
wasn't about FOCUS needing a certain number of mis-
sionaries, but rather "we gave you an offer because we be-
lieved in you, and we still believe in you." She accepted.

After two years of serving as a FOCUS missionary,
Chang joined the missions management team in Denver.
FOCUS, she said, wants to help their team members be
"fully alive."

To celebrate FOCUS' 25th anniversary, all mission-
aries were invited to the same summer training at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln's campus. Thinking about all
the hundreds of missionaries together "gives me goose-
bumps," Chang told OSV News.

The 25th anniversary also gives Chang "great hope
and great faith that there are a lot of ... young people that
are answering the call to the new evangelization, and just
how many more souls are being brought along."

Within the next 15 years, FOCUS hopes to reach half
of U.S. college campuses and 5% of U.S. parishes, Martin
said.

While FOCUS boasts impressive numbers — such as
1,206 priestly and religious vocations inspired by FOCUS
and more than 70,000 missionary and student alumni —
Martin said FOCUS has its eyes on each individual.

"The value of a single soul is the life, death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ," he said.

Kiki Hayden writes for OSV News from Texas.

‘La oracién de ustedes me da fuerzas', dice el Papa

Por Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Regularmente a la gente que rece por ¢l, y en octubre
dijo bromeando a un grupo de monjas por qué: "Este trabajo
no es facil; de hecho, es un poco 'fastidioso"'.

Pero como la Red Mundial de Oracion del Papa, antes
conocida como Apostolado de la Oracion, ha pedido a los
catolicos de todo el mundo que recen por el Santo Padre du-
rante el mes de noviembre, ¢l dio una respuesta mas seria en
el video mensual del Papa que comparte la red.

"La oracion de ustedes me da fuerzas y me ayuda para
que pueda discernir y a acompaiar a la Iglesia, escuchando
al Espiritu Santo", dijo en espafiol en el video difundido el
31 de octubre.

"Por el hecho de que alguien sea Papa uno no pierde su
humanidad", dijo. "Al contrario, mi humanidad cada dia
crece mas con el pueblo santo y fiel de Dios".

El Papa Francisco también explicd que, si bien ser ele-
gido por los cardenales en un conclave hace que un cardenal
sea el Papa, en realidad ser el Papa "también es un proceso".

"Uno va tomando conciencia de lo que significa ser pas-
tor", dijo. "Y en este proceso, aprende a ser mas caritativo,
mas misericordioso y, sobre todo, mas paciente, como es
nuestro Padre Dios, que es tan paciente".

"Puedo imaginar todos los papas al empezar su pontifi-
cado, tuvieron esa sensacion de susto, vértigo, del que sabe
que va a ser juzgado con dureza", dijo el Papa, porque Dios
pedira a cada obispo una seria rendicion de cuentas de su
ministerio.
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Seahawks offensive tackle loves the game,
but Catholic faith is his ‘focal point'

By Jean Parietti

SEATTLE (OSV News) — In his second year as an
offensive tackle for the Seattle Seahawks, Abraham
"Abe" Lucas is living his childhood dream. Even so, it's
faith, not football, that's the most important thing for
this self-described "hard-core Catholic."

"It's my focal point, it drives everything that [ do —
my faith and my relationship with Jesus Christ," said
Lucas. "It's my purpose."

At 6-foot-6 and 322 pounds, Lucas is someone you
wouldn't want to tangle with on the football field. Off
the field, he's been described as a "gentle giant," con-
siderate and loyal. Currently on injured reserve, Lucas,
who turned 25 on Oct. 25, is approachable, open, and
honest — willing to share his struggles in life and eager
to talk about being Catholic.

"He's experienced his own crosses, his own suffer-
ings, but Christ has always been at the center of his life
and how he tries to live his life," Father Paul Heric,
Lucas' pastor at the St. Thomas More Catholic Student
Center at Washington State University, said in a video.

Lucas said he considers his whole life a ministry,
and believes football is what he's "called to do at this
moment."

He never misses weekend Mass, and he tries to pray
the rosary daily (sometimes on the team plane), go to
confession weekly and attend weekday Mass as often as
he can.

He doesn't shy away from sharing his faith in the
locker room. Lucas recalled a great conversation in the
sauna with a teammate — a strong nondenominational
Christian — about the differences in their beliefs. "To
hear him talk about his faith, I love it, it's fantastic," he
said.

Lucas feels called "to spread the Word of God as
much as possible" — never pushing, "but if the conver-
sation gets opened up and someone is curious about it,
I'll absolutely share what it is that I know."

Lucas is "so grounded in his faith that he can
bravely walk into conversations and say exactly what
we're all about" without offending anyone, said Deacon
Dennis Kelly, who was campus minister at Archbishop
Murphy High School in Everett, Washington, during
part of Lucas' time there. "He's just a great evangelist."

And Lucas speaks volumes about being Catholic
through the images tattooed on his arms.

They include Christ crowned with thorns, the Virgin
Mary, St. Michael the Archangel fighting the devil, a
skull representing human mortality and Christ's victory
over death, and St. Kateri Tekakwitha, is the first
Native American to be canonized. (His paternal great-
grandmother was part Native, and he admires St. Kat-
eri's commitment to God.)

When teams interviewed Lucas before the 2022
NFL draft, some asked where football falls on his list of
priorities. Probably third, he told them, after his faith
and his family.

"This is my job now ... and I love what I do and I'm
thankful for it," Lucas told Northwest Catholic, the
publication of the Seattle Archdiocese. "But if I had to
pick between God and football, I would pick God 10
times out of 10. It's not that hard of a decision to make.
Some people don't understand that because not every-
body has faith."

The seeds of Lucas' faith were planted and nurtured
by his parents, Kelly and Julie, longtime members of
St. Thomas More Parish in Lynnwood, a Seattle suburb.

RN

OSV NEWS PHOTO | STEPHEN BRASHEAR, NORTHWEST CATHOLIC

Abraham "Abe" Lucas, an offensive tackle for the Seattle Seahawks, prays during Mass at St. Thomas More Catholic Church

in Lynnwood, Wash., Sept. 3, 2023.

The second oldest, Lucas grew up with four sisters
and two brothers. (Another sibling, Joseph Michael,
was lost to miscarriage at 18 weeks, Julie said.) Lucas
was baptized on All Saints' Day and attended Catholic
schools — St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Bothell for Mon-
tessori, then St. Thomas More and on to Archbishop
Murphy.

Attending school as a youngster was a mixed bag of
experiences. Lucas said he was not only "a squirmer,"
but he also was a bigger kid and felt a lot of people
"didn't really get me." But attending St. Thomas More
"was instrumental in building the faith," he said.

At home, the family prayed the rosary every night.
His parents also emphasized "receiving the sacraments
as much as possible, especially the Eucharist," Lucas
said. The family went to confession at least once a
month; today Lucas tries to go to confession before re-
ceiving Communion.

"We're not perfect, of course, but it's my opinion
that you want to be as clean as you can ... when you are
literally consuming the body of Christ," he said. "We
need that intimate relationship with God through Com-
munion. So | gotta get to confession so that I can re-
ceive Communion."

Sports also were big in the Lucas household,
whether it was the kids participating in athletics or
Kelly watching lots of football. But sports never won
out over going to Mass on Sundays, Julie said. Lucas'
first sport was soccer, then came baseball, football and
basketball, which became his favorite sport, she said.
He played both basketball and football at Archbishop
Murphy, where Lucas said he had "a great experience."

"The good thing
about Catholic schools is
that they require you to
do service," he said, and
while at first he “didn’t
get it,” doing acts of
service "was a big teach-
ing point for me.”

The other was learn-
ing the what and why of
church teaching on sub-
jects such as abortion
and capital punishment.
He enjoyed history —
his college major — and
theology classes, espe-
cially the junior-year
class that explored
church history, and the
senior-year class focused
on discussion, "bringing
different views to light
and what does God say
about these things," he
| said.

Lucas also was an
active participant in

OSV NEWS PHOTO | STEPHEN BRASHEAR, NORTHWEST CATHOLIC

Seattle Seahawks No. 72, offensive tackle Abraham "Abe" Lucas — a self-described "hard-core
Catholic™ — is pictured in 2022 during a game against the Atlanta Falcons.

campus ministry. "Whe-
never [ would do adora-
tion or the rosary, he

would be there," Deacon Kelly said. And when he ar-
rived to pray with the football team before their games,
it was Lucas who settled the players "into a prayerful
space."

When time for confirmation rolled around, Lucas'
parents let him make the decision. "I remember my
mom saying to me, ‘If you're not going to take it se-
rious, don't do it." She actually said the church doesn't
need lukewarm Catholics, it needs people who are
going to try as much as they can to keep the sacraments
and commandments and such."

Lucas was all in and he was confirmed at St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Church.

When his family dropped him off for his first year
at WSU, Lucas realized that keeping his faith strong
was now up to him.

It was something his parents had emphasized to
their kids as they grew up: "When you get out into the
real world, don't lose (the faith) because there's a lot of
distractions," Lucas said.

He finally understood what they were talking about
as he dealt with all the distractions and temptations that
come with college life. He decided to preserve his faith,
picking up where he left off at home by going to Mass
every weekend.

Sometimes things were going great with his faith
life, but when they weren't, Lucas said it was hard to
admit he couldn't handle it alone and needed to seek
spiritual guidance. After Father Heric was assigned to
the Newman Center, Lucas began spending more time
there, going to adoration, confession and daily Mass,
something Father Heric suggested.

In the busy, difficult months leading up to the 2022
NFL draft, Lucas experienced a lot of anxiety and un-
certainty, but "attacked it relentlessly and got through
it," he said in a WSU Newman Center video with
Father Heric. "It also was an opportunity for me to
deepen my faith even more and to just trust in God."

Lucas held his draft day party at the Newman
Center; he was drafted 72nd overall — which happened
to be his jersey number in high school and college (and
is the one he now wears as a Seahawk).

Beyond faith, family and football, Lucas enjoys
playing guitar and listening to all kinds of "complex"
music, from heavy metal (favored for his pregame play-
list) to jazz to classical.

And he's finding ways to give back. In June, he
hosted a youth football camp at Archbishop Murphy. In
July, he traveled with some of the Seahawks staff to
Anchorage, where he visited patients at a children's
hospital, gave donated shoes to kids and helped put on a
flag football camp.

Living a Catholic life isn't always easy, he said, and
he may not always feel motivated or succeed in his ef-
forts. But serving God by living his faith "is nothing
more than my duty to God on this earth."

"The beauty of it," Lucas added, "is that I only get
closer and closer to God and his heavenly kingdom
when I live in the way I've been called."”

Jean Parietti is features editor for Northwest Cath-
olic, the publication of the Archdiocese of Seattle.
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Save the date!

The #1 Reason | Love Being Catholic

Inspiring journey from mega-church protestant
pastor to the Catholic Church

How Allen Hunt found the Hidden Treasures of the
Catholic Church

Who: Dr. Allen Hunt

Where: St. Ann Catholic Church
1906 W. Texas Ave., Midland, TX 79701

When: Wednesday, Dec. 6
6:30-7:30 PM

The Diocese of San Angelo

invites you to attend a very special evening of

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL

win John Michael Talpot

JT*“‘ : December 3 - 7pm
L HEAN December 5 - 7pm

==t

- St. Ann'’s Catholic Church, Midland, TX
- Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Abilene, TX
\%ﬁf December 7 - 7pm - Sacred Heart Cathedral, San Angelo, TX

FMI: (325) 651-7500 or www.sanangelodiocese.org {}AA Ry S‘).

1

1

A B '
i ,

1 I‘.xpm‘ic_‘*m:n an evening of

ADORATION, MUSIC, and TEACHING

on the source and summit of our faith

A Free-Will Offering will be received to support

the ministries of The Brothers and Sisters of Charity.

NO TICKETS REQUIRED!
www. JohnMichaelTalbot.com/Tour

La Fuerza esta en la Eucaristia
Conferencia para Mujeres

¢
3
_.JF
Musica de
Darwin Lechler

Sabado
2 de Diciembre
8:00am-6:00pm Co
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Midland, Texas

Para mas
informacion llame a
Manuelita
432-634-5894 "
Angie Donacion
432-208-2619 de $25

Presentador
Padre David
Herrera

Presentaﬂora
Kimberly
Kramar

Presentador
Padre Freddy
Perez

ST. BONIFACE, ST. JOSEPH,
& ST. THOMAS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
PRESENTS
STEVE AND JANET RAY

DECEMBER 12-13, 2023
6:30 PM

ST. JOSEPH

CATHOLIC CHURCH
ROWENA, TEXAS

Tuesday 12th

FROM BAPTIST TO CATHOLIC

Wednesday 13th

DEFENDING THE EUCHARIST:
YOUARE WHAT YOU EAT

There is no charge for these two awesome inspiring evenings,
however a free will offering will be collected
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Bishop Michael J. Sis was in Andrews Oct. 8,
2023, to bless the new parish hall for Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish.

COURTESY

COURTESY

COURTESY

St. Joseph Parish in Rowena recently held a teen vehicle blessing event for the 11th and 12th grade students in the parish youth group.
Father Ariel Lagunilla prayed over the teens and blessed their vehicles, as well as a St. Christopher medal for each vehicle’s visor.

il

_t'_‘ ___.* Sacred Heart Parish in Abilene held a Youth
= o E Revival in the parish hall Oct. 25, 2023.

COURTESY

]

St. Mary’s Central Catholic School in Odessa
COURTESY was filled with saints on All Saints Day, Nov. 1,
2023.

The confirmation class at Holy Spirit Parish in Sweetwater Oct. 14, 2023.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY
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Stewardship: Five keys to help disciples respond to Jesus' call

By Susan M. Erschen
OSV News

What is "stewardship"? Stewardship is perhaps one
of the most misunderstood words in the church today.
Some people think it is all about money. Others think it
means only time, talent and treasure. Some wonder if it
is just another word for fundraising or tithing.

In reality, "stewardship" is the word that describes
our entire relationship with God. God loved and trusted
us so much that he made us his stewards. Our challenge
is to strive to be good stewards by recognizing that ev-
erything we have is a gift from God, taking time to be
grateful for the gifts that God has given us, realizing that
God gives each of us all we need plus enough to share,
and turning to the Holy Spirit for guidance in sharing our
gifts as God intended.

Stewardship, therefore, is linked to our life of fol-
lowing Jesus.

"Once one chooses to be a disciple of Jesus Christ,

GRN RADIO PROGRAM SCHEDULE

GUADALUPE RADIO NETWORK

Radie for your soul can be heard on:

» Abilene - 91.7 FM, KQOS

+ Midland-Odessa - 1180 AM, KLFF
» Midland-Odessa - 90.9 FM (Espafiol)

+ San Angelo - 91.5 FM, KPDE

POPULAR ENGLISH PROGRAMS

6:00-7:30 AM - GEN Catholic Drive Time

7:30 AM ~ Hely Mass - The Society of Our Lady of the
Mast Haly Trinity
8:00 AM - Catholic Connections - Teresa Tomeo

stewardship is not an option," the bishops state in their
pastoral letter "Stewardship: A Disciple's Response,"
first published in 1992.

Anyone who wants to be good at any task must study

it and practice it. Stewardship, too, takes practice. Soci-
ety tempts us to triumph in our material accomplish-
ments and continually strive for more. At times resisting
this pull toward self-centered materialism requires prac-
tice, prayer and careful study of God's teachings.

At the Last Supper, Jesus Christ gave us important
final messages: "I no longer call you slaves, because a
slave does not know what his master is doing. I have
called you friends, because I have told you everything I
have heard from my Father. It was not you who chose
me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go bear
fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the
Father in my name he may give you. This I command
you: Love one another" (Jn 15:15-17).

This simple message from Our Lord gives us five
keys for living as good stewards: spend time with God,
realize God has chosen us, contribute something for
God, trust in God's abundance, and love and serve.

1. Spend time with God: God is the owner and
master of everything. Yet, we are not his slaves. We are
the stewards he trusts, the ones he invites to know him
and his will. Stewardship draws us closer to God. When
we embrace the role of steward, we open ourselves to
know God more fully.

We foster that relationship by attending Mass more

frequently; weaving more prayer into and throughout our

busy days; finding time to study Scripture and religious
books, articles or websites; participating in faith-enrich-
ment activities in our parish; and stopping into a church
or chapel for quiet time alone with God.

2. Realize God has chosen us: How awesome it is to
realize God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, has chosen
us. Everything we are, everything we do and everything
we have is a result of God choosing us, loving us and
blessing us.

God chooses each one of us to be the stewards of dif-
ferent gifts. We may have a musical talent, financial apti-

tude, a generous spirit or a positive attitude. Even our
faith is a gift from God.
God does not give us all the same gifts. We could

look around and see people who have more gifts than we

have and become jealous. Or, we could look around the
world and see people who have much less than we have,
and learn to be compassionate. The choice is ours.

3. Contribute something for God: Based on the

unique combination of gifts God has given us, each of us
is called to make a contribution that is uniquely ours to
make. We can contribute in a variety of ways by provid-
ing a helping hand or a strong back; leadership, knowl-
edge or wisdom; financial support; a listening ear or a
gentle smile; a new idea; and special skills or talents.

Only we, through prayer, know what God is calling
us to contribute.

4. Trust in God's abundance: It can be difficult for
any of us to give away something that we think we need.
However, stewardship teaches us to look at our financial
situations in a new way. When we believe our own needs
will be met, it is easy for us to give.

Unfortunately, the endless advertising so prevalent in
today's media convinces us we have endless needs. Ho-
wever, the things the world tempts us to have are not
needs. They are wants. God may not give us all we want,
but we must trust that he will give us what we need,
when we ask. In turn, we generously share with the
world what God has entrusted to us.

5. Love and Serve: When we share our resources
more generously with the parish, we take the focus off
the parish's financial burdens. In this way, stewardship
encourages ministry and a more loving parish com-
munity. When we love and serve others in our parish, we
build up a community that will also love and serve us.
We become part of something greater than ourselves. We
feel a sense of belonging. We also develop a sense of
compassion when we reach out to those who are most in
need. Belonging and compassion are two of the many
unexpected benefits of living as God's stewards.

Stewardship is not a gift we give to God, but rather a
gift God gives to us.

From the earliest disciples of Jesus Christ, Catholics
made the work of the church, Christ's body, a priority in
their lives. The great cathedrals and simple country
churches where people worship, schools where countless
children are educated, hospitals that care for the sick,
and charitable institutions that serve the needs of many,
have been built by generations of the faithful.

They gave, even when they had little to give, be-
cause they knew Jesus had called them as his disciples to
be good stewards of the resources God entrusted to them.

Susan M. Erschen served for 12 years as the director
of stewardship education for the Archdiocese of St.
Louis. She is the author of the books God's Guide to
Grandparents and Finding a Loving God in the Midst of
Grief.
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Question: Are demonic possessions just
mental illness?

Q: In watching The Chosen 1 noted a couple of de-
moniac episodes were included, as are in fact depicted
in Scripture. No CGI effects were done to show the de-
mons either going in or coming out of the victims, mak-
ing the healed person seem to simply be someone with
personality disorders. What does the church say today
about demons? Are they real or were they ancient su-
perstitions and misidentifications of what would today
be called “mental issues?” (City withheld, Indiana)

A: The church teaches that demonic possession, while
rare, is certainly something that can happen.

In 1999, the rite of exorcism was the last liturgical rit-
ual to be revised after Vatican II, but it’s worth noting that
this ritual is for what we call “major exorcisms,” or exor-
cisms intended to release the afflicted from actual demonic
possession (i.e., more or less along the lines of the exor-
cisms we see portrayed in the movies). But in the Catholic
Church we also have “minor exorcisms,” such as the
prayers prayed over soon-to-be baptized infants and adult
catechumens preparing to enter the church. Minor exor-
cisms are meant to strengthen the one seeking baptism
against the very real powers of evil, with no presumption
that the one receiving the minor exorcism is actually pos-
sessed.

Because of the reality of the demonic, today every dio-
cese is supposed to have a specially trained priest, ap-
pointed by the diocesan bishop, who serves as the diocesan
exorcist.

That being said, it requires careful discernment on the
part of the exorcist-priest to determine whether or not a true
demonic possession is actually the source of a particular in-
dividual’s suffering. As the U.S. Bishops’ Conference web-
site’s page on exorcism notes: “The exorcist is instructed to
employ the utmost circumspection and prudence before
proceeding to the rite. Throughout his ministry, an exorcist
must establish a balance within his own mind between not
believing too easily that the devil is responsible for what is
manifesting, and attributing all possible manifestations
solely to a natural, organic source.” To that end, most dio-
ceses in United States have protocols which require an indi-
vidual to have medical and psychiatric evaluations, to rule
out potential natural causes, before they can receive a
major exorcism.

Finding a medical or mental health condition that could
mimic demonic possession is one way to gain clarity that a

Jenna Marie Cooper

OSV News

Question Corner

person’s suffering is not caused by the direct malevolence
of a supernatural entity.

On the other hand, the introduction to the rite of exor-
cism lists some medically-unexplainable, positive “signs
and symptoms” of demonic possession, such as: the af-
flicted person speaking and understanding foreign lan-
guages they never studied; revealing hidden knowledge or
information they would have had no way of knowing; and
demonstrating physical strength beyond what would be
normal for their size and general condition. True victims of
possession will typically also have a history of dabbling in
the occult, such as through fortune-telling, visiting psychic
mediums, playing with Ouija boards, or participating in
“New Age” activities.

If we turn to the Gospels themselves, there are some in-
stances where Jesus cast out demons in a way that might
perhaps be interpreted as the curing of a mental illness,
such as when he frees a mute man to speak (See Mt 9:32).

But there are also many narratives of Jesus performing
exorcisms in unambiguous cases of actual demonic posses-
sion. For example, we read of demons tormenting two pos-
sessed men; they recognize Jesus and cry out to him:
“What have you to do with us, Son of God? Have you
come here to torment us before the appointed time?” (Mt
8:29).

But the bottom line we should always remember is this:
whether the biblical exorcisms cured cases of true demonic
possession or mental illness, the message to us is the same:
God has supreme authority over all that he has created, and
he wishes salvation and healing for all his children.

Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds a licentiate in canon
law, is a consecrated virgin and a canonist whose column
appears weekly at OSV News. Send your questions to Cath-
olicQA@osv.com.
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Our home away from home

“Home.” What do you think of when you hear that
word? For many, it is a place of complete security.
Former First Lady Rosalyn Carter said, “There is
nothing more important than a good, safe, secure
home,” while William J. Bennett, a past U.S. Secre-
tary of Education, stated, “Home is a shelter from
storms ... all kinds of storms.” But our home is also
associated with peace.

Indeed, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt be-
lieved that “peace, like charity, begins at home.”
Kathleen Norris, American poet and essayist, wrote,
“Peace — that was the other name for home.” A home
is a refuge for the many storms that we experience in
life, both internal and external. Most importantly, it is
a place of love and being loved.

“Love begins at home, and it is not how much we
do ... but how much love we put in that action,” de-
clared Mother Teresa, saint and founder of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity. Lydia Child, American
abolitionist, compassionately offered, “Home — the
blessed word, which opens to the human heart the
most perfect glimpse of heaven, and helps to carry it
thither, as on an angel’s wings.” But while so many of
us can relate to the comforting sights, sounds, smells,
tastes, and touches of home, that clearly is not the
case for everyone.

Many times in my professional practice, I have
seen people become highly emotional as they recall
childhood events in homes that were anything other
than secure, peaceful, and loving. Horrific abuses of
all kinds have left indelible memories that are imme-
diately brought to the surface as they relate what
“home” was like for them. And it is not just children
who have been wounded physically, mentally, or spir-
itually by their home life but also millions of adults
who have experienced the heartache of a broken mar-
riage.

Our true home, of course, is with God and all our
loved ones in heaven. Dr. Peter Kreeft, professor of
philosophy at Boston College, writes, “Remembering
the facts of death and heaven gives us an even more
pressing reason to learn to pray: We do not have an
infinite amount of time. We are one day nearer Home
today than we ever were before.” Until that final day
comes, where do we find refuge?

While it is unquestionable that Satan has infil-
trated the church founded by Jesus through the sins of
some of its priests, religious, and others, it is also true
that the Catholic Church is our greatest source of se-
curity, peace, and love on earth. In our own home we
have the sight of candles on a birthday cake ... in
church we see candles lit for prayers. In our home we
may have the touch of loved ones ... in church, the
touch of kneelers. At our home, the sound of voices
... in adoration chapels, the sound of silence. In our
home, the smell of food cooking ... in church, the
smell of incense. In our home we may have a table
with bread on it with a focus on the here and now ...
in church, the bread on the table is all about eternal
life! Our Blessed Sacrament is truly “HOME made”
as Jesus comes down from heaven, accompanied by

James R.

Sulliman, PhD

saints and angels, to “give us each day our daily
bread.”

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (nos. 1324—
1327), states that, "The Eucharist is ‘the source and
summit of the Christian life.” ‘The other sacraments,
and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of
the apostolate, are bound up with the Eucharist and
are oriented toward it. For in the blessed Eucharist is
contained the whole spiritual good of the church,
namely Christ himself, our Pasch.’

“‘The Eucharist is the efficacious sign and sub-
lime cause of that communion in the divine life and
that unity of the People of God by which the church is
kept in being. It is the culmination both of God's ac-
tion sanctifying the world in Christ and of the worship
men offer to Christ and through him to the Father in
the Holy Spirit.’

“Finally, by the Eucharistic celebration we already
unite ourselves with the heavenly liturgy and antici-
pate eternal life, when God will be all in all.

“In brief, the Eucharist is the sum and summary of
our faith: ‘Our way of thinking is attuned to the Eu-
charist, and the Eucharist in turn confirms our way of
thinking.””

As the dark clouds of evil gather and intensify,
portending the storms that are to come, many Catho-
lics are getting further and further away from their
true “home away from home,” not a church building
but their Catholic faith. The latest research conducted
by the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate
challenged the methodology used in the 2019 Pew
findings that reported only one third of Catholics be-
lieved in the true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.
The findings of the CARA study indicated that 64% of
Catholics held that belief, and 95% of Catholics who
attended Mass each week. While those numbers are
more encouraging, it is clear that many Catholics have
weak foundations for their “homes.” We must look for
them and do all we can to strengthen their faith, while
we do the same with ours through the Mass, reception
of the Blessed Sacrament, eucharistic adoration, daily
rosaries, and following the path Jesus taught us.

Most people are aware of the parable of the prodi-
gal son (Luke 14:11-32) where a father greets a re-
turning son with open arms. Similarly, Jesus gave this
parable: “What man among you having a hundred
sheep and losing one of them would not leave the
ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until
he finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it on his
shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival home,

he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to
them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost
sheep’” (Lk 15:4-6). There is also the parable of the
workers in the vineyard (Mt: 20:1-16) in which the
owner of the vineyard pays each worker the same
wage regardless of how long they have worked for
him. It is easy, then, to mistakenly think that we can
put off strengthening our faith for another day.

But, there are other things that Jesus said, as well.

“Then he told them a parable. ‘There was a rich
man whose land produced a bountiful harvest. He
asked himself, “What shall I do, for I do not have
space to store my harvest?” And he said, “This is what
I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger
ones. There I shall store all my grain and other goods
and I shall say to myself, ‘Now as for you, you have
so many good things stored up for many years, rest,
eat, drink, be merry!”” But God said to him, “You
fool, this night your life will be demanded of you; and
the things you have prepared, to whom will they be-
long?” Thus will it be for the one who stores up treas-
ure for himself but is not rich in what matters to
God’” (Lk 12: 16-21). And, “Be sure of this: if the
master of the house had known the hour when the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be
broken into. You also must be prepared, for at an hour
you do not expect, the Son of Man will come” (Lk
12:39-40). In Mathew 24:37-39 we are told, “For as
it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming
of the Son of Man. In [those] days before the flood,
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark.
They did not know until the flood came and carried
them all away. So will it be [also] at the coming of the
Son of Man.”

If home is a place of security, peace, and love,
then we find it in Jesus who tells us “Do not be afraid
any longer, little flock, for your Father is pleased to
give you the kingdom” (Lk 12:32). He quells anxiety
when he says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace |
give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you.
Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid” (Jn
15:27). In John 14:23 we hear these beautiful words:
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Whoever loves me
will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and
we will come to him and make our dwelling with
him.””

People do not wait to board up their home until a
hurricane is ravaging it ... they do that in advance. We
must do likewise with our faith, for we know these
words of Jesus: “And so I say to you, you are Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it”
(Mt 16:18). The only thing that can sustain us in the
tribulations that are sure to come is our Catholic faith
in God, our “home away from home.”

Dr. James Sulliman has 50 years’ experience in in-
dividual, marriage, and family therapy. He is also the
Abilene-area pro-life coordinator for the Diocese of
San Angelo.

Mother Cabrini showed triumph over adversity

Maria Frances Cabrini was the youngest of 13
children, born in 1850 in the small village of Sant’
Angelo Lodigiano, Italy. She followed her parents’
wishes and trained to be a school teacher in a convent
boarding school at Arluno. Her parents died when she
was 18 and Frances decided to follow the religious
life. She applied to two religious congregations but
was refused admittance because she had been ill with
smallpox.

So she taught in a private school at Vidardo. In
1874 the Bishop of Lodi asked her to help at a small
orphanage called the House of Providence in Co-
dogno. Editor Michael Walsh wrote in Butler's Lives
of the Saints that the bishop then asked her to turn its
staff into a religious community, and she agreed.

Several recruits joined her, and in 1880 she
founded the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart,
dedicated to the education of Christian girls. Some
years later, the Bishop of Piacenza suggested that
Mother Cabrini, as she was now known, should go to
America to work among the Italian immigrants. She
had always wanted to do missionary work in China, so
she rejected his suggestion

Then the Archbishop of New York, Msgr. Michael
Corrigan, sent her a formal invitation. Walsh wrote
that she consulted with Pope Leo XIII, and he told her
to go “Not to the East, but to the West.”

In 1889, she and six sisters crossed the Atlantic to
organize an orphanage and an elementary school for
Italian children in New York. Sadly, they were not

Mary Lou Gibson
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welcomed when they arrived. Archbishop Corrigan
withdrew his invitation because he felt the work was
not suitable for women and suggested that she and her
sisters return to Italy. Richard McBrien writes in Lives
of the Saints that Mother Cabrini said, “No. The pope
sent me here, here I must stay.”

At that time, there were some 50,000 Italian immi-
grants living in New York, for the most part in pov-
erty and apart from the church. Mother Cabrini and
her sisters received no support from the diocese as
they taught the children, visited the sick, and fed the
hungry. As the sisters’ reputation grew, McBrien
writes, the local shopkeepers donated whatever they
could for their work. Mother Cabrini eventually was
able to find a building and open the orphanage. She
had years of experience in overcoming insurmount-
able obstacles in Italy and was no stranger to adver-
sity. Sarah Gallick writes in The Big Book of Women
Saints that Mother Cabrini was blessed with a gift for

bringing out generosity in others, and she also
shrewdly negotiated with landowners and contractors.

Success followed and Mother Cabrini opened
more orphanages and schools in New York. During an
epidemic there, she founded a hospital named after
Christopher Columbus. The year was 1892 — the
400th anniversary of his voyage to America.

For the next several years she traveled extensively
across the United States, establishing foundations in
Chicago and New Orleans. Her mission spread to
Italy, Costa Rica, Panama, Chile, Brazil, France, and
England, with 67 houses of her congregation through-
out the world. Her religious congregation received
final approval from the Holy See in 1907.

She became an American citizen in 1909. Mother
Cabrini fought a constant battle with ill health all her
life. She was a petite woman, barely five feet tall, had
difficulty learning English, and always spoke with an
accent.

Mother Frances Cabrini died in Chicago on Dec.
22, 1917. She was canonized by Pope Pius XII in
1946, the first American citizen to be canonized. She
was named the patroness of immigrants by Pope Pius
in 1950. Her feast day is observed on Nov. 13 in the
U.S. and Dec. 22 in the rest of the world. Mother Ca-
brini’s legacy lives on in the 16 countries around the
world where her Missionary Sisters live and work.

Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the
West Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.
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A day at the synod

As some of you probably know, I’ve been in Rome for
the past three weeks participating as a delegate at the
Synod on Synodality. You might also have heard that in
order to ensure the confidentiality of the proceedings,
Pope Francis has asked all the members of the synod to re-
frain from disclosing what has been discussed. So, I won’t
be providing any juicy inside information. But I thought
you might find it interesting to know what a typical day at
the synod is like and what the overall atmosphere is.

I am residing, along with most of the other American
delegates, at the North American College, situated on the
Janiculum Hill, about a fifteen-minute walk from St.
Peter’s. We commence with a quiet Mass in a small chapel
at 7 a.m, and then, after a quick breakfast, we make our
way by bus to the Paul VI audience hall, where the synod
is taking place. You have undoubtedly seen photos or vi-
deos of this venue, for it is where general audiences with
the pope are held during the colder months of the year.
They have cleared out the first fifty or so rows of chairs to
open up a space for thirty-six round tables at which the
delegates are seated. The leadership of the synod — in-
cluding the pope himself, when he is able to attend — are
situated at a round table on a slightly elevated platform at
the front of the room.

The synodal day begins with prayer — in either Ital-
ian, Spanish, English, or French — and proceeds with a
calling of the roll and an introduction to that day’s work
by Cardinal Grech, the General Secretary of the Synod.
The focus of our attention is the so-called Instrumentum
Laboris (working document), which represents a distilla-
tion of two years of preparatory conversations around the
world. In our small groups, we consider the various sec-
tions of the Instrumentum under the guidance of a facili-
tator, who rather tightly manages the process. Each person
around the table is expected to offer a prepared five-mi-
nute contribution, and then, in a second round of discus-
sion, each can react to what the others have said. At the
conclusion of this lengthy (and frankly, sometimes labo-
rious) undertaking, the group puts together a three-minute
summary of the main points of convergence and diver-
gence. Then, one by one, each group shares these sum-
maries with the plenary assembly. When those reports are
finished, all of the delegates are permitted to request time
for what are called “free interventions.” Though the
speeches are, in principle, limited to three minutes,
speakers frequently go over the limit, and the days when
we have to listen, in plenary assembly, to intervention
after intervention are, I admit, rather tiresome.

The time that we spend in small groups is the most en-
joyable, mostly because it enables us to get to know one
another — and we come from an astonishing variety of
backgrounds. In the four groups in which I have so far
participated, I have met bishops from Liberia, Hong Kong,
the Philippines, Turkey, Germany, and Lithuania — as
well as lay delegates from Australia, Canada, Ireland, and
Lebanon. I just don’t think there is any other organization
in the world that could gather a group of such stunning
cultural and geographical diversity. Being part of these
groups shows that Jesus’ command to go out to the ends of
the world proclaiming the Gospel has been, against all
odds and expectations, obeyed.

Bishop Robert Barron

Word on Fire Ministries

I should say a word about the technology, which has
worked rather impressively and represents a significant
improvement over what was available at previous synods.
There are, of course, simultaneous translations available
through headsets, but there are also, at each table, cameras
that can swivel into position to broadcast the speech of a
given individual to the entire assembly. All of it has gone
pretty much without a hitch, the great exception being
when the system mistook me for my namesake, Sr. Mary
Theresa Barron from Ireland!

The days are very long, commencing at 8:45 a.m. and
ending at 7:15 p.m. — and we work Monday through Sat-
urday. Almost everyone that I’ve talked to is less than
thrilled with the schedule and eager for a bit of a reprieve
when we regather next year. A saving grace is the coffee
breaks: the morning session featuring cappuccinos and the
afternoon session a shot of espresso. During these infor-
mal times, we small talk, complain a bit, tell stories, and
sometimes have some very serious conversations. During
the breaks, I have engaged, to name just a few, Cardinal
Christoph Schonborn of Vienna; Archbishop Anthony
Fisher of Sydney; Cardinal Michael Czerny, head of the
Vatican Dicastery on the Development of Peoples; Cardi-
nal Oswald Gracias of Bombay (India); Cardinal Walter
Kasper, a theologian whom I read with great interest when
I was a seminarian; and Cardinal Gerhard Miiller, former
head of the Vatican’s office for doctrine.

The overall mood of the synod I would describe as
businesslike and serene. Important and controversial
matters are being discussed, and it is very clear that not
everyone is of the same opinion, but I have not heard one
raised voice or polemical tone. Very occasionally, follow-
ing an intervention, a smattering of applause might be
heard, but typically, each speech is met with a respectful
silence.

When the workday ends, I either go back to the North
American College for dinner or, a bit more typically, I go
out with friends and colleagues to a Roman restaurant.
Since supper in Rome begins at 7:30 p.m. or 8:00 p.m., |
don’t get back to my room until 9:30 p.m. or so, at which
point, I’'m pretty exhausted. As you can undoubtedly
sense, the whole synod experience is a bit of a slog, and
frankly, I’m eager to get home. But it’s also fascinating,
even at times, exhilarating. And in a year, I’ll be back for
round two. Please keep all of us synodal participants in
prayer.

Bishop Robert Barron is the founder of Word on Fire
Catholic Ministries and bishop of the Diocese of Winona-
Rochester in Minnesota.

Can the laity save
the church?

There’s a
good chance
that Russell
Shaw is one
of the most
prolific con-
temporary
authors and
commen-
tators on the
Catholic
Church that
you may never have heard of.

Defiantly unretired, in just the past seven years Russ
has written Catholics in America (Ignatius), Eight Popes
and the Crisis of Modernity (Ignatius), The Life of Jesus
Christ, (OSV) and now Revitalizing Catholic America:
Nine Tasks for Every Catholic (OSV).

In the course of his more than six decades in service
to the church and numerous Catholic institutions, he has
authored 25 books and countless articles for a wide vari-
ety of Catholic and secular publications.

In addition, he has worked for several Catholic insti-
tutions, from the U.S. bishops’ conference and the Na-
tional Catholic Educational Association to the Knights of
Columbus. He was a longtime consultor to what was
then called the Pontifical Council for Social Communi-
cations.

If you haven’t heard of him, it may well be because
Russ does not bask in the limelight. At a time when ev-
eryone seems to be pimping his or her “brand” and get-
ting as many “clicks and eyeballs” as possible by tossing
what Russ called “red meat” to the readers, he is none of
that.

He isn’t a flamethrower. He doesn’t pander. He is
what is becoming increasingly rare: a quiet, thoughtful
observer of Catholic life today, understood through the
prism of Catholic history.

His institutional experience may explain his tem-
pered tone, but it may also explain the fact that he was a
critic of clericalism long before Pope Francis. His book,
To Hunt, to Shoot, to Entertain (the only tasks one
bishop said were appropriate for the laity) may not have
warmed the cockles of episcopal hearts when it was re-
leased in 1993, but he was way ahead of many in deplor-
ing how the laity have been sidelined, sometimes by
their own clericalist attitudes. He has also been a quiet
activist going back to his days with the bishops’ confer-
ence in arguing against secrecy and for transparency, par-
ticularly during the bishops’ national meetings.

In his newest book released this year, Revitalizing
Catholic America, Russ, with coauthor David Byers, is
his Eeyore best. He looks at trends in the U.S. church
with a baleful eye, describing it as being challenged by a
“devil’s stew of hostile mindsets and aberrant behaviors,
all coming together under an umbrella called

Greg Erlandson
OSV News

Amid the Fray

See ERLANDSON, Page 19

A subtler kind of poverty

There are different ways of being excluded in life.

Earlier this year, one of my older brothers died. By
every indication he had lived an exemplary life, one lived
mainly for others. He died much loved by everyone who
knew him. His was a life lived for family, church, com-
munity, and friends.

Giving the homily at his funeral, I shared that, while
he almost always brought a smile, a graciousness, and
some wit to every situation, underneath he sometimes had
to swallow hard to always do that. Why? Because, even
though through his entire adult life he gave himself to
serving others, for much of his life he didn’t have much
choice in the matter. Here’s his story.

He was one of the older children in our family, a large
second-generation immigrant family, struggling with pov-
erty in an isolated rural area of the Canadian prairies
where educational facilities weren’t easily available at
that time. So, for him, as for many of his contemporaries,
both men and women, the normal expectation was that
after elementary school (an eighth-grade education) you
were expected to end your school days and begin to work
to support your family. Indeed, when he graduated from
elementary school, there was no local high school for him
to go to. Making this more unfortunate, he was perhaps
the brightest, most gifted mind in our family. It’s not that
he didn’t want to continue his formal education. But, he
had to do what most others of his age did at that time,
leave school and begin working, giving your entire salary
over every month to support your family. He did this with
good cheer, knowing this was expected of him.

Through the years, from age sixteen when he first en-
tered the work force until he took over the family farm in
his mid-thirties, he worked for farmers, worked in con-
struction, and did everything from operating a backhoe to
driving a truck. Moreover, when our parents died and he
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took over our farm, there were a number of years when he
was still pressured to use the farm to support the family.
By the time he was finally freed of this responsibility, it
was too late (not radically, but existentially) for him to re-
start his formal education. He lived out his final years be-
fore retirement as a farmer, though as one who found his
energy elsewhere, in involvement in ongoing education
and lay ministries programs where he thrived emotionally
and intellectually. Part of his sacrifice too was that he
never married, not because he was a temperamental bach-
elor, but because the same things that bound him to duty
also, existentially, never afforded him the opportunity to
marry.

After I shared his story at his funeral, I was ap-
proached by several people who said: That s also my
brother! Thats also my sister! That was my dad! That was
my mother!

Having grown up where this was true of a number of
my older siblings, today, whenever I see people working
in service jobs such as cooking in cafeterias, cleaning
houses, mowing lawns, working in construction, doing
janitorial work, and other work of this kind, I am often
left to wonder, are they like my brother? Did they get to
choose this work or are they doing it because of circum-

stances? Did this person want to be a doctor, or writer, a
teacher, an entrepreneur, or a CEO of some company, and
end up having to take this job because of an economic or
other circumstance? Don’t get me wrong. There’s nothing
demeaning or less-than-noble in these jobs. Indeed, work-
ing with your hands is perhaps the most honest work of
all — unlike my own work within the academic com-
munity where it can be easy to be self-serving and mostly
irrelevant. There’s a wonderful dignity in working with
your hands, as there was for my brother. However, the im-
portance and dignity of that work notwithstanding, the
happiness of the person doing it is sometimes predicated
on whether or not he or she had a choice, that is, whether
or not he or she is there by choice or because factors —
ranging from the economic situation of their family, to
their immigrant status, to lack of opportunity — have
forced them there.

As I walk past these folks in my day-to-day life and
work, I try to notice them and appreciate the service they
are rendering for the rest of us. And sometimes I say to
myself: This could be my bother. This could be my sister.
This could be the brightest mind of all who was not given
the opportunity to become a doctor, a writer, nurse, a
teacher, or a social worker.

If in the next life, as Jesus promised, there’s to be a
reversal where the last shall be first, I hope these people,
like my brother, who were deprived of some of the oppor-
tunities that the rest of us enjoyed, will read my heart with
an empathy that surpasses my understanding of them dur-
ing their lifetime.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author. He can be contacted through
his website: www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser
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Voces Catolicas

Un genero mas
sutil de pobreza

Hay diferentes maneras de ser ex-
cluido en la vida.

A comienzos de este afio, murid
uno de mis hermanos mayores. Por
todos indicios, habia llevado una vida
ejemplar, entregada principalmente a
los demas. Muri6 muy amado por
todos los que lo conocieron. La suya
fue una vida dedicada a la familia, la
iglesia, la comunidad y los amigos.

En la homilia de su funeral, co-
menté que, aun cuando casi siempre
mostraba sonrisa, bondad y algo de
ingenio en cada situacion, en el fondo
a veces tenia que aguantar mucho para
hacer siempre eso. jPor qué? Porque,
a pesar de que a lo largo de toda su
vida adulta se entreg6 a servir a los
demas, durante buena parte de su vida
no tuvo mucha opcidén en esto. He
aqui su historia:

El fue uno de los hermanos may-
ores de nuestra familia, una numerosa
familia inmigrante de segunda genera-
cion, que luchaba contra la pobreza en
una solitaria area rural de las praderas
canadienses donde las circunstancias
educativas no estaban facilmente dis-
ponibles en ese momento. De modo
que, para él, al igual que para muchos
de sus contemporaneos, tanto para
hombres como para mujeres, la expec-
tativa normal era que, acabada la es-
cuela primaria (una educacion de
grado octavo), se esperaba que acaba-
ras tus dias escolares y empezaras a
trabajar para mantener a tu familia.
Por cierto, cuando se gradu¢ de la es-
cuela primaria, no habia ningtn local
de segunda ensefnanza al que ir. Para
mayor desgracia, ¢l era quizas la
mente mas brillante y dotada de nues-
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tra familia. No es que no quisiera con-
tinuar su educacion formal. Pero tenia
que atenerse a lo que casi todos los
demas de su edad hacian en ese mo-
mento: abandonar la escuela y empe-
zar a trabajar, entregando integro su
salario todos los meses para mantener
a su familia. Hizo esto con alegria, sa-
biendo que era lo que se esperaba de
él.

A lo largo de los afios, cumplidos
los dieciséis, desde que ingresé por
primera vez en la némina de trabaja-
dores de una empresa particular hasta
que tomo posesion de la granja famil-
iar en sus mediados treinta afios, tra-
bajd para agricultores, trabajo en la
construccion e hizo de todo, desde
manejar una retroexcavadora hasta
conducir un camion. Ademas, cuando
nuestros padres murieron y tomo
posesion de nuestra granja, hubo algu-
nos afios en que aun fue presionado a
usar la granja para mantener a la fam-
ilia. Para cuando por fin qued¢ libe-
rado de esta responsabilidad, fue
demasiado tarde (no radical, sino exis-
tencialmente) para reiniciar su educa-
cion formal. Vivid como agricultor sus
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. Podremos los catdlicos
escucharnos unos a otros?

Escuchémonos mutuamente. De verdad;
tomémonos el tiempo para hacer esto. Escu-
char exige poco y mucho al mismo tiempo.
Es dificil decir que queremos mantener la
unidad si no aprendemos a escucharnos unos
a otros con amor cristiano y admiracion
mutua.

El proceso sinodal es en tltima instancia
un recordatorio de lo que somos: Pueblo de
Dios guiado por el Espiritu Santo. Como tal,
somos una comunidad sinodal, un conjunto
de discipulos cristianos que caminamos jun-
tos en la historia con una esperanza comun.
Dios nos habla por medio de muchas voces.
Escuchemos.

Poco ha generado tanto interés en la co-
munidad catélica mundial desde los dias del
Concilio Vaticano II como lo ha hecho el
proceso que acompana el Sinodo sobre la Si-
nodalidad. El proceso sinodal ha logrado
cautivar la atencion de una gran variedad de
voces catdlicas que van desde agentes pasto-
rales dedicados de lleno a la evangelizacion
hasta catolicos que viven en las margenes de
la vida de la Iglesia.

Al centro del proceso sinodal esta la in-
vitacion a escuchar. La tarea puede parecer
abrumadora, especialmente cuando ese escu-
char ocurre en un momento historico en el
que tenemos acceso a muchos medios para
expresar nuestras voces sin filtro alguno y
podemos llegar a grandes audiencias con
poco esfuerzo.

Una gran multiplicidad de voces con
muchos tonos y perspectivas hablan al
mismo tiempo. Todas guiadas por el Espiritu
Santo. ;Cacofonia o harmonia? Yo diria que
las dos. A medida que los bautizados discer-
nimos maneras para escucharnos mutu-
amente con sinceridad, también buscamos
escuchar la voz de Dios.

Tanto quienes apoyan o rechazan el
proceso sinodal, al cual el Papa Francisco ha
invitado a todos los catolicos en el mundo
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entero, nadan libremente en un océano agi-
tado de voces y opiniones. El proceso como
tal anticipa esto. Si tomamos el proceso sino-
dal en serio, deberiamos estar dispuestos a
escuchar a los 1.300 millones de voces cato-
licas que hay en el mundo.

Conversaciones incesantes en los medios
de comunicacion social, articulos en periddi-
cos y revistas, columnas de opinién, blogs,
paginas web, libros, cartas pastorales, homi-
lias, enseflanzas, tratados teoldgicos, ponen-
cias y un sinnimero de conversaciones
diarias coinciden al mismo tiempo, compar-
tiendo esperanzas y preocupaciones catolicas
que nos tocan a todos.

Para muchos catdlicos, ser parte de un
proceso como éste es inusual, quizas inco-
modo e incluso espantoso. Somos herederos
de una cultura eclesial de siglos en la cual
pocas voces expresaban su opinidn sobre
como vivir y practicar la fe. Muchos catoli-
cos parecian estar contentos con dicho statu
quo, delegando cualquier responsabilidad a
los pocos — por lo general ministros ordena-
dos o personas altamente educadas — o sim-
plemente no tenian interés alguno en
participar de estas conversaciones.

El Concilio Vaticano II recordo a los ca-
tolicos que todos los bautizados tenemos una
responsabilidad ineludible con relacion a la
evangelizacion. Los bautizados hemos
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Los inmigrantes de hoy y por qué muchos no vienen legalmente

Una pregunta muy comun que la

York, donde cerca de 115.000 inmi-

gente se hace hoy sobre los migrantes
es: ";Por qué estas personas no vienen
legalmente como lo hicieron mis antepa-
sados?".

Hay muchas respuestas a esta pre-
gunta. En primer lugar, los antepasados
de la mayoria de la gente vinieron antes
de 1921, cuando Estados Unidos impuso
un sistema de cuotas de inmigracion
muy estricto, que so6lo se rectifico en los
aflos sesenta.

Habia pocas restricciones legales,
por no decir ninguna, para la mayoria de
las personas que deseaban venir a Esta-
dos Unidos, especialmente las proce-
dentes de los paises considerados ttiles
para la fuerza laboral estadounidense.

Aunque en 1965 nuestra ley de in-
migracion fue totalmente renovada en
un sistema nacional de cuotas, la forma
en que se ha aplicado en los tltimos 50
afios ha hecho casi imposible que la
mayoria de la gente entre legalmente en
Estados Unidos. La ley de 1965 se ba-
saba en las relaciones familiares y las
necesidades del mercado laboral.

Nos sirvié bien durante muchos
aflos, pero hay que tener en cuenta los
nuevos avances. La globalizacion del
mundo, por ejemplo, no sdlo afecta a la
economia, sino también a los medios de
comunicacion y al mercado de trabajo.
La libre circulacion de bienes, inform-
acidn y servicios en todo el mundo debe
ir acompafiada de una circulacion de
mano de obra para satisfacer las necesi-
dades a largo plazo de nuestra nacion.

Ademas, la posicion histérica de Es-
tados Unidos como refugio de refugia-
dos y solicitantes de asilo es algo que
nuestro pais no deberia abandonar.

Un interesante estudio de David J.
Bier, titulado "Por qué la inmigracion
legal es casi imposible" (Why Legal Im-
migration Is Nearly Impossible"), ex-
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plica las razones. En este estudio, muy
documentado y con més de 450 notas a
pie de pagina, el autor deduce que
menos del 1 por ciento de quienes de-
sean venir legalmente a Estados Unidos
pueden realmente inmigrar.

Bier afirma: "Incluso cuando al-
guien cumple los requisitos, la demanda
sobrepasa los cupos anuales de inmigra-
cién lo que conlleva un un retraso
enorme y, con mayor frecuencia, eli-
mina la oportunidad del inmigrante de
venir a Estados Unidos. La inmigracion
legal se trata en menor medida de es-
perar en la fila y mas de ganar la loteria:
Ocurre, pero es tan raro que es irra-
cional esperar que ocurra en cualquier
caso individual" (Policy Analysis No.
950, Cato Institute, Washington, D.C.,
13 de junio de 2023).

La actual afluencia de solicitantes de
asilo ha puesto de relieve el problema
existente de la falta de vias legales. Se
ha establecido una via por la que se
debe permitir a los solicitantes de asilo
entrar en Estados Unidos para presentar
una solicitud de asilo. Algunos incluso
eligen o son dirigidos a los destinos
donde pueden presentar una solicitud.

El obstaculo es que el sistema de
asilo esta desbordado y no pueden reci-
bir rapidamente los beneficios de una
solicitud, que incluye el permiso para
trabajar. Esto ha creado un grave prob-
lema en algunas ciudades, como Nueva

grantes han llegado por sus propios me-

. Oblsl?o . dios o han sido transportados por los
Nicholas DiMarzio estados fronterizos en un acto de rep-
OSV News resalia politica.

Sin embargo, algunas leyes munici-
pales, particularmente en la Ciudad de
Nueva York, exigen que las personas sin
hogar reciban alojamiento y comida.
Esta afluencia inesperada ha hecho pre-
sién en el presupuesto de la ciudad a tal
punto que el alcalde Eric Adams ha
dicho que la afluencia "destruird Nueva
York".

Aunque esto puede ser una exagera-
cidn, hace sonar la campana de alarma
de que el Congreso y la administracion
tienen que actuar para reparar nuestro
sistema roto.

El gobierno de Biden ha intentado
mejorar el sistema sin contar con el
Congreso, utilizando su autoridad para
crear vias legales para inmigrantes y re-
fugiados. Para el gran numero de refugi-
ados ucranianos y afganos que huyen de
la guerra, la administracion ha utilizado
la libertad condicional humanitaria para
admitirlos en Estados Unidos, propor-
cionandoles un estatus legal y la posibil-
idad de solicitar una autorizacion de
trabajo.

La administracion también ha
creado un programa de libertad con-
dicional para los refugiados que huyen
de los disturbios politicos en paises
como Haiti, Nicaragua, Cuba y Vene-
zuela. E1 21 de septiembre, por ejemplo,
el gobierno de Biden extendio y rea-
signo6 el Estatus de Proteccion Temporal
(TPS) a los venezolanos que ya se en-
contraban en Estados Unidos, lo que
beneficid a 500.000 personas.

Aunque se trata de medidas ttiles,
no resuelven el problema subyacente de
la falta de vias legales permanentes para
los recién llegados en nuestro sistema

actual. Ni la libertad condicional hu-
manitaria ni el TPS proporcionan un es-
tatus permanente, por lo que los
inmigrantes y sus familias viven con el
temor de que su estatus legal pueda ter-
minar y se enfrenten a la deportacion.
Nunca llegan a integrarse plenamente en
la sociedad.

Aunque la mayoria de los economis-
tas y expertos en el mercado laboral ven
la necesidad de nueva mano de obra in-
migrante. Otros no estan de acuerdo,
quizas no se basan en un analisis de los
hechos, sino mas bien en su temor al
cambio del caracter racial de nuestra po-
blacion estadounidense.

Un sistema basado en el interés na-
cional deberia definirse no sélo en tér-
minos de mercado laboral, sino también
en términos de nuestra identidad na-
cional como nacién de inmigrantes,
formada por familias inmigrantes y sos-
tenida por inmigrantes. Como demuestra
la historia de nuestro pais, en la diversi-
dad encontramos la fuerza.

Los juegos politicos no lograran el
objetivo de tener un sistema de inmigra-
cién nuevo y justo que sirva a nuestro
interés nacional sin racismo y sin los
propios intereses mal informados.

Sin la aprobacion de una nueva ley
de inmigracién por parte del Congreso,
no hay solucidn disponible para la falta
de vias legales de migracion en el sis-
tema, lo que hace que nuestro pais esté
mal equipado para responder a las futu-
ras necesidades laborales, a la reunifica-
cion familiar y a la necesidad de
proporcionar un refugio seguro a los
perseguidos.

El obispo Nicholas DiMarzio es
obispo emérito de la diocesis de Brook-
lyn, Nueva York. Escribe la columna
"Caminando con Migrantes" para OSV
News.



Page 16

NOVEMBER 2023

The Angelus

Genetic privacy: Should
law enforcement have
access to your
newborn’s blood?

Many parents and
concerned citizens would

probably be surprised to Father Tad
learn that their children’s Pacholczvk
blood samples are being Y
accessed by law enforce- )

ment agencies without Making Sense

their knowledge or con- of Bioethics
sent.

In 2021, the State Po-

lice of New Jersey sought
access to a blood sample
from the Newborn Screening Laboratory, a sample belonging to a child
who had been screened nine years earlier as a newborn. They wanted to
perform DNA analysis so they could try to connect the child’s father to
a crime committed nearly 25 years earlier.

Filed away for a long time, these original paper medical forms, with
spots of dried blood on them, contain the DNA of newborns. By obtain-
ing the child’s bloodspot sample without a warrant, the State Police
were able to maneuver around the requirement to establish probable
cause before seeking a warrant for a mouth swab from the suspect. The
DNA results obtained from the child’s blood were used to submit an af-
fidavit of probable cause, and a warrant was then issued for a mouth
swab from the father. Following the analysis of his swabbed DNA, he
was criminally charged.

Every baby born in New Jersey — and most other states as well —
is required by law to be tested for a number of diseases and disorders,
often within 48 hours of birth, as part of a newborn screening program.
By pricking the heel of the baby, hospitals and medical facilities collect
blood samples from virtually all newborns in the U.S. Many states re-
tain the dried blood samples after the initial testing has been completed.
Upwards of four million newborns are tested annually.

The goal is to identify a range of conditions and diseases in new-
born babies, in the hope of reducing their severity through early treat-
ment. One of the most notable success stories involves a condition
called phenylketonuria (PKU). When babies with PKU eat foods con-
taining phenylalanine — an essential amino acid found in many com-
mon foods — they can suffer permanent brain damage. Before
standardized newborn blood screening, families discovered that their
child had the condition only after the child developed brain damage.
With the advent of newborn screening for PKU in the 1960s, families
could be told whether their child had the condition right after birth.
They could then use a special diet to prevent permanent brain damage
from occurring.

Notwithstanding the praiseworthy and commendable project of try-
ing to improve health outcomes for newborns, these blood spot samples
are often collected without getting informed consent from a newborn
baby’s parents, and in some states, the samples may be retained and
stored afterwards, even for decades. Many parents are unaware not only
of the existence of the screening program but also that blood was drawn
from their newborn. It can come as a shock to discover that their
family’s genetic privacy may have been violated when law enforcement
receives access to their child’s stored blood sample without their knowl-
edge or consent and without a warrant.

When it comes to the ethics of blood testing programs, parents are
entitled to full transparency, including complete and accurate infor-
mation about why their baby’s blood is being drawn. Those states that
retain and store samples after the completion of immediate testing also
have an ethical duty to inform parents of this practice and be sure that
parents have an opportunity to provide informed consent not only for
the immediate testing of their newborn, but for any subsequent uses of
the blood sample, including possible future scrutiny of the sample by
law enforcement, or by biomedical researchers.

The fact that our DNA and our genetic code contains important per-
sonal information about us means that our individual “bio-informatics”
should not be used or brokered by others without our awareness and
consent. Medical confidentiality should be reasonably safeguarded as
part of initiatives like the Newborn Bloodspot Screening Program.
Legislative mandates requiring such newborn screening should thus
allow parents to opt out, not only of the testing itself in the face of se-
rious reasons, but also of long-term storage and subsequent uses of their
newborn’s biological samples, including by law enforcement.

Informed consent is also becoming important in the face of an ever-
growing number of direct-to-consumer genetic testing options, like
23andMe and Ancestry.com. Companies should assure that customers
can retain real control over their data. Genetic privacy is a subset of
medical privacy, and even those who upload their DNA data to genetic
genealogy databases should have the opportunity to provide consent for
retention of their data and for disclosure of these data to any third
parties.

Informed consent serves as an essential bioethical principle in bio-
medicine today by providing a concrete safeguard for the dignity of
those receiving medical treatments, or otherwise involved in human
medical experimentation or research. It should not be contravened with-
out due process and substantial reason.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuro-
science from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as Senior Ethicist at The
National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org and www.fathertad.com.

Catholic Voices

Will Catholics listen to one
another?

Listen to your Catholic sister and brother.
Really; take the time. Listening requires little; it
also requires a lot.

Listen. It is hard to make a case for commun-
ion if we fail to listen to one another with Chris-
tian love and awe.

The synodal process is ultimately a reminder
of who we are: people of God guided by the Holy
Spirit. As such, we are a synodal community, a
body of Christian disciples who walk together
throughout history with a common hope. God
speaks through many voices. Listen.

Since the Second Vatican Council, little has
sparked the interest of the Catholic community
worldwide as much as the process accompanying
the two-part Synod on Synodality. The synodal
process has managed to attract the attention of a
wide variety of voices ranging from highly in-
vested pastoral leaders to Catholics living in the
fringes of church life.

At the heart of the synodal process is the invi-
tation to listen. The task could be overwhelming
since that listening is to happen while we use the
many venues available to express our voices with-
out filters and delight in the ability to reach vast
audiences with little effort.

A multiplicity of voices carrying numerous
tones and perspectives speak all at once, all
guided by the Spirit. Cacophony or harmony? I
would say both. As the baptized discern ways to
sincerely listen to one another, we strive to hear
God's voice.

Supporters and detractors of the synodal pro-
cess to which Pope Francis has invited all Catho-
lics are feasting in a bewildering ocean of voices
and opinions. The process itself anticipates this. If
one wants to be true to the synodal process, we
should remain open to listening to 1.3 billion
Catholic voices.

Unending social media conversations, news-
paper and magazine articles, opinion columns,
blogs, websites, books, pastoral letters, homilies,
teachings, theological treatises, lectures and ev-
eryday conversations coincide all at once, sharing
common Catholic hopes and concerns.

For many Catholics, engaging in a process
like this is unusual, perhaps uncomfortable, even
frightening. We are heirs of centuries of ecclesial
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practice in which only a few voices expressed
their opinions about how to live and practice the
faith. Most Catholics seemed content with that
status quo, deferred to the few — usually ordained
or highly educated — or simply remained uninter-
ested.

The Second Vatican Council reminded Catho-
lics that all the baptized have a non-negotiable re-
sponsibility toward the work of evangelization.
The baptized have received the Holy Spirit that
moves us to build the church and to journey on the
path of holiness. No exceptions.

Because the Holy Spirit lives in us as baptized
people of God, all our voices count when discern-
ing how to best live our faith as church. The Spirit
speaks in and through every baptized person. The
synodal process is an invitation to listen to God's
Holy Spirit speaking in many voices.

It is urgent that amidst our zeal to promote
progress or conserve tradition we do not dismiss
the work of the Holy Spirit by closing ourselves to
certain voices while privileging others. We need to
listen to one another with open hearts and minds.

We must listen with ecclesial humility and a
prayerful attitude. This is why we are invited to
engage in the practice of spiritual conversation.
Listen. Pray. Listen again. Speak when necessary.

Will Catholics actually listen to one another as
we build communion amidst the pluralism of
voices and perspectives that define who we are as
church? We have no choice. We are a synodal
church. Let us listen to the many voices through
which the Holy Spirit speaks incessantly in our
time.

Hosffman Ospino is professor of theology and
religious education at Boston College.

Following the saints or followed
by the saints?

We like to think we follow the saints, but
sometimes the saints follow us.

As I walked home from class in Tours,
France, I had an irresistible urge to explore the
church I was passing by. As I entered, I mar-
veled at the architecture. A choir of nuns hap-
pened to be singing Vespers.

The moment was like the scene where the

main character experiences a revelation in every

Hollywood movie, except it was actually play-
ing out for me, in real life.

I knelt in a pew at the back of the church.
The nuns kept chanting. And I began to pray.

Then I noticed something strange about the
church. The altar appeared to have two taberna-
cles. How strange, I thought. This required in-
vestigation.

I rose and approached the sanctuary. Even
as the sun fell, the neo-Byzantine church was
luminous. Gazing up at the brass chest perched
on top of the high altar, I couldn’t determine
what it was. I searched around for a brochure.

Discovering St. Martin

Then, thanks to the help of reading, I
learned: the chest was not a second tabernacle,
it was a reliquary. It contained a relic of the
skull of St. Martin of Tours. And in fact, the
church was not only dedicated to him but in-
cluded his tomb. Twin staircases descended on
either side of the high altar (not unlike St.
Peter’s in Rome). I continued my exploration.

The dimly lit crypt flickered in the candle-
light. Ex-votos, mementos of prayers answered
and favors received, adorned the sandstone
walls. The smell of beeswax and the cold damp
of the subterranean refuge were intoxicatingly
peaceful. Again, I knelt in prayer. I prayed for
my family. For my vocation. Probably for help
with my French, too.

It was the first visit I made to a saint’s

Father Patrick Briscoe,
OoP
OSV News

tomb. And it was a complete accident.

I was baptized in St. Martin of Tours Catho-
lic Church in Martinsville, Indiana. It was my
grandmother’s parish, my mother’s family
church. It was the place where I received the
grace of faith. And here I was, an undergraduate
in France, receiving grace through St. Martin,
yet again.

The Basilica of St. Martin of Tours was
once one of the greatest monuments in the
Christian world. Today, all that remains of the
ancient church is one tower. The current church
was rebuilt after the French Revolution. The
building hadn’t just fallen into despair. Rev-
olutionaries used the church as a stable, then
subsequently ripped it stone from stone. Then,
to make sure it couldn’t be rebuilt, they sold the
stones.

But it was rebuilt.

Pursued by the saints

And there’s a lesson in that. Jesus always
has a way. Often that way is through his saints,
who pursue us. The saints invite us to come to
them, not for their own glory, but to know
Christ.

St. Martin’s story shows this clearly. A
Roman soldier, he famously split his cloak in

See BRISCOE, Page 19
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Managing the growing chorus of opinions

As our children get older, the number of voiced opin-
ions under our roof seems to be growing exponentially by
the day.

Blessing 1 wants to listen to one particular kind of
music; Blessing 2, another; Blessing 3 points. Blessing 1
wants to watch one particular TV show; Blessing 2,
another; Blessing 3 screeches. Blessing 1 wants to play
with a particular toy; Blessing 2 inevitably wants to play
with the same toy; Blessing 3 tackles and attempts to eat
said toy.

What we eat, when we go to the grocery store, which
playground we visit, who gets to hold the phone during
grandparent FaceTime, how long is bathtime, how short is
bedtime, which four snacks must be consumed in 30 mi-
nutes, how much dinner is enough dinner, how much des-
sert is too little dessert, how many
crayons/Legos/marbles/playing cards need to be poured out
on the floor in order to achieve a satisfactory playtime ex-
perience -- in all things, there is a constant flurry of various
points of view, all stemming less from a desire to achieve
the common good and more from the individual will. (Par-
ents sometimes included.)

“So. Many. Opinions.” I find myself frequently remark-
ing to my husband. It’s wonderful, of course. We wouldn’t
change a thing. But, boy, the dynamics of decision-making
in our home have drastically changed over the past six
years. And, inevitably, tears flow or tempers flare when
opinions differ. In other words, we live in a community.

Helping your domestic church

Managing this community — primarily the points at
which authoritarian rule necessarily trumps spirited democ-
racy — is a constant balancing act, as every community
leader knows. With this in mind, I went looking for some
ground rules for our domestic church. And I ended up, in-
terestingly enough, doing a deep dive into the Vatican’s
proposed “attitudes for participating in the synodal pro-
cess,” released in the September 2021 official handbook of
the Synod on Synodality. Thinking about them in the
context of a domestic church was an interesting exercise.
Several resulting ideas, based on principles from the hand-
book, are as follows:

— Take time for sharing, with honesty and courage at
its roots. We should encourage our little ones to speak from
their hearts, sharing their opinions and their reasons for
those opinions. They should not be dismissed because they
are little.

— Listen to one another with humble hearts. Once we
invite our children to speak, we owe them the dignity of our

Gretchen R. Crowe
OSV News

undivided attention. Put phones down, remove AirPods,
look our little ones in the eyes.

— Redefine winning. For example, we should try not to
simply declare a “no” to snacks, but also a “yes” to an ear-
lier dinner, mindful of small, hungry tummies.

— Be open to conversion and change. Perhaps our kids
have a point that we parents haven’t considered. Maybe
they have a suggestion that might enhance family life. Par-
ents should seek to be open to a shift in our own, some-
times narrow or self-centered, thinking.

At the same time, as is true in the context of the univer-
sal church, we know there are things on which our domestic
churches cannot compromise.

— Mass and prayer time are non-negotiables. Participa-
tion is required, and negative attitudes must be checked at
the door.

— Following God’s commandments is also not negotia-
ble: we must put God first, be respectful, not hurt others,
not take what isn’t ours. We must tell the truth and speak
the truth in love.

— We must love God with our whole hearts, and think
about our neighbors -- or brothers and sisters -- as much as
we think about ourselves.

— Invoking the Holy Spirit for proper discernment
within our family, we must say “no” to the temptation to
follow individual desires and “yes,” always, to the will of
God and the teachings of the church.

Such is the way of holiness; such is the path to heaven,
and we owe it to our children to show them the way.

When the synod for America ended in December 1997,
Pope John Paul II remarked on how “my soul is opened
through the action of grace towards God, who is the source
of ‘every good endowment and every perfect gift’ (Jas
1:17).”

As we continue to grow and journey together, may our
domestic churches -- and our universal one, as well -- con-
fidently be able to say the same.

Gretchen R. Crowe is the editor-in-chief for OSV News.

The contributions
of Hispanic
immigrants to the
church and society

I recently
had the blessing
of attending a
team dinner for

the "Cambiame SII,VIO

a mi Seflor" Cuéllar
("Change Me OSVN@ZUS
Lord") men's re-

treat that has

been taking

place in the Dio-
cese of Prov-
idence, Rhode Island, for over 16 years. This
gathering was a nice opportunity to enjoy a barbecue,
get to know each other better, and share stories.

While chatting, the topic of how we came to this
country came up. It was touching to hear the common
denominator that almost all these servants of Christ
had to go through many hardships, including hunger,
danger and even near death, in order to get to this
country. At some point, many of them were in need,
and today, they are actively serving in their parish
communities and society in general. Many have
started businesses and received blessings from God.

That made me reflect on the important contrib-
utions the majority of our Hispanic Catholic immi-
grant brothers and sisters make, bringing with them to
this beautiful country their faith, devotion to family,
hard work, spirit of celebration and a great desire to
excel.

In the 25 years that I served in the Diocese of
Providence, I attended many vigils, retreats, Marian
celebrations, posadas and novenas — witnessing the
faith and devotion of the Hispanic people to the Vir-
gin of Guadalupe.

I remember the family of Pepe and Elia Ruiz, who
have been serving on the diocesan Guadalupe com-
mittee for more than two decades, contributing gener-
ously with their time, talent and treasure to make the
Mass to the Virgin of Guadalupe a dignified and

See CUELLAR, Page 19

Cultural Catholicism: What it can and

Cartoon Corner

can’t bring to the party, or the battlefield

By Jaymie Stuart Wolfe
OSV News

When we moved to New Orleans,
my husband and I were surprised to
see the depth of Catholic influence in
the culture here. Southern Louisiana
isn’t quite a Catholic Disney World,
but sometimes it comes close. Local
meteorologists provide weather pre-
dictions for “All Saints’ Day” by
name. In March, over 50 Catholic par-
ishes, schools, and other institutions
create elaborate "St. Joseph Altars"
and feed hundreds of visitors a free
meal. Families and small groups sol-
emnly walk the streets in a novena of
nine historic churches — a traditional
Good Friday pilgrimage of penance
and prayer. Around every Sept. 14,
Catholics are offered an evening for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

And then, of course, there’s Mardi
Gras.

The Catholic calendar may be
particularly full here, but practices like
these exist everywhere. In Boston,
there are many who visit the seven
churches on Holy Thursday, feast on
seven fishes each Christmas Eve, or
attend one of the summer festivals de-
voted to a favorite saint. And why not?
Not everything we do as a community
of faith has to fit into a parish mission
or formation initiative. We can love all
that local Catholic culture has to offer.

In fact, these lingering remnants
of Christendom should encourage us;
they're evidence that our faith has deep
roots, and that the full flowering of
Christian discipleship may be more
easily cultivated than we suspect.
Faith builds culture around it. But

there may be no better way to access
the faith — or introduce it — than the
cultural practices that have managed
to endure despite the decline in reli-
gious practice. That’s why we’ve fully
embraced all-things-Catholic here in
Louisiana and enthusiastically partici-
pate in as much as our schedules
allow.

These joyful or solemn celebra-
tions provide us with opportunities to
invite others to experience our com-
munities of faith. An acquaintance
may be unlikely to accept an invitation
to Mass or an explicit spiritual presen-
tation, but might be thrilled to come
and see our parish St. Joseph Altar, at-
tend a concert, or join us for a parade.
We know that what people really need
is a personal encounter (and then an
ongoing relationship) with Jesus
Christ. But often, reminding someone
that they have a place to go if they
want or need to — or are just curious
— has an impact.

And sometimes, the strangest
things attract people. After all, who
wouldn’t be intrigued by a 35-mile
Eucharistic procession down the
bayou by boat?

While all of these customs are
great ways to express and foster faith,
it is important for us to remember that
cultural Catholicism isn’t going to
save anyone. Only Jesus can do that.
St. Joseph altars, Mardi Gras, the
seven fishes, and the nine churches —
these things can and do support the
faithful in discipleship, but they can
never substitute for it. As evangelical
tools, they can bring folks to the thres-
holds of authentic Christian life, but
they cannot carry them across them.

Cultural Catholicism can, ho-
wever, fuel a sense of Catholic com-
munity and that might be more
important than we think.

Three hallmarks of religious affili-
ation are believing, behaving, and be-
longing. For the past several centuries,
Christians have emphasized the first
two — faith and morals — at the ex-
pense of the very human need to be-
long to something larger than
ourselves. While cultural practices can
catechize in a limited way, the real
growth of Catholic culture lies in
building the bonds of community. And
that matters. Often a person who
leaves the church does so because they
have made few friendships within the
local faith community — so few, that
nobody even notices they’ve left.

There’s a better way to be a cul-
ture warrior than to decry the current
state of the church and the world. For
some, that will entail baking time-
tested Sicilian recipes for breads,
cakes and cookies. For others, it will
mean gathering a small group together
to walk from church to church.

There is a war to be fought and
won. It’s the war against our own
complacency and the loss of the cul-
tural inheritance that connects us to
our faith in Christ and has the power
to connect others as well. But small
battles may be effectively won, some-
times, by friendly faces and inviting
hands.

Jaymie Stuart Wolfe is a sinner,
Catholic convert, freelance writer and
editor, musician, speaker, pet-aholic,
wife and mom of eight grown children,
loving life in New Orleans.
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recognized by the church.

The synthesis report did not use the term
"LGBTQ+" or even "homosexuality" and spoke
only generally of issues related to "matters of iden-
tity and sexuality."

Jesuit Father James Martin, a synod member
involved in outreach to LGBTQ+ Catholics, told
Catholic News Service, "From what I understand,
there was too much pushback to make using the
term 'LGBTQ' viable, even though it was contained
in the 'Instrumentum Laboris," or synod working
document.

"This opposition came up often in the plenary
sessions, along with others who argued from the
other side, that is, for greater inclusion and for see-
ing LGBTQ people as people and not an ideology,"
he said.

The synthesis said that "to develop authentic
ecclesial discernment in these and other areas, it is
necessary to approach these questions in the light
of the Word of God and church teaching, properly
informed and reflected upon.”

"In order to avoid repeating vacuous formulas,
we need to provide an opportunity for a dialogue
involving the human and social sciences, as well as
philosophical and theological reflection," it added.

The divergences in the assembly, it said, re-
flected opposing concerns: that "if we use doctrine
harshly and with a judgmental attitude, we betray
the Gospel; if we practice mercy 'on the cheap,' we
do not convey God's love."

Still, it said, "in different ways, people who
feel marginalized or excluded from the church be-
cause of their marriage status, identity or sexuality,
also ask to be heard and accompanied. There was a
deep sense of love, mercy and compassion felt in
the Assembly for those who are or feel hurt or neg-
lected by the church, who want a place to call
'home' where they can feel safe, be heard and re-
spected, without fear of feeling judged.”

The report emphasized the "listening" that took
place on the local, national and continental levels
before the assembly and the "conversations in the
Spirit" that took place during it, which involved
each person speaking in his or her small group,
other participants at first commenting only on what
struck them, silent reflection and then discussion.

In several places throughout the report, as-
sembly members insisted that greater efforts must
be made to listen to the survivors of clerical sexual
abuse and those who have endured spiritual or psy-
chological abuse.

"Openness to listening and accompanying all,
including those who have suffered abuse and hurt
in the church, has made visible many who have
long felt invisible," it said. "The long journey to-
ward reconciliation and justice, including address-

ing the structural conditions that abetted such
abuse, remains before us, and requires concrete
gestures of penitence."

Members of the assembly said the process
helped them experience the church as "God's home
and family, a church that is closer to the lives of her
people, less bureaucratic and more relational.”

However, it said, the terms "synodal" and "syn-
odality," which "have been associated with this ex-
perience and desire," need further clarification,
including theological clarification and, perhaps, in
canon law.

Some participants, it said, questioned how an
assembly where about 21% of participants were lay
women, lay men, religious and priests could be
termed a Synod of Bishops.

The report also acknowledged fears, including
that "the teaching of the church will be changed,
causing us to depart from the Apostolic faith of our
forebears and, in doing so, betraying the expecta-
tions of those who hunger and thirst for God
today."

In response, though, assembly members said,
"We are confident that synodality is an expression
of the dynamic and living Tradition."

"It is clear that some people are afraid that they
will be forced to change; others fear that nothing at
all will change or that there will be too little cou-
rage to move at the pace of the living Tradition,"
the report said.

"Also," it added, "perplexity and opposition
can sometimes conceal a fear of losing power and
the privileges that derive from it."

Members of the assembly described the syn-
odal process as being "rooted in the Tradition of the
church" and taking place in light of the teaching of
the Second Vatican Council, particularly its empha-
sis on "the church as Mystery and People of God,
called to holiness."

Synodality, they said, "values the contribution
all the baptized make, according to their respective
vocations," and thus "constitutes a true act of
further reception of the Council."

The report also insisted the purpose of synodal-
ity is mission.

"As disciples of Jesus, we cannot shirk the re-
sponsibility of demonstrating and transmitting the
love and tenderness of God to a wounded human-
ity," the report said.

Throughout the synod process, the report said,
"many women expressed deep gratitude for the
work of priests and bishops. They also spoke of a
church that wounds. Clericalism, a chauvinist men-
tality, and inappropriate expressions of authority
continue to scar the face of the church and damage
its communion."

"A profound spiritual conversion is needed as
the foundation for any effective structural change,"
it said. "Sexual abuse and the abuse of power and
authority continue to cry out for justice, healing
and reconciliation."

ROLHEISER

Continua de Pagina 15

ultimos afios antes del retiro, aunque lo hizo como
quien encontraba su energia en otra parte, al involu-
crarse en programas de educacion continua y minis-
terios laicales, donde medro emocional e
intelectualmente. Parte de su sacrificio fue también
el hecho de que nunca se caso, no porque fuera sol-
tero por temperamento, sino porque las mismas
cosas que lo ataron al deber, tampoco existencial-
mente le proporcionaron nunca la oportunidad de
casarse.

Después de comentar su historia en su funeral,
se me acercaron varias personas que me dijeron:
jLo mismo mi hermano! ;Lo mismo mi hermana! Lo
mismo mi papad! jLo mismo mi madre!

Habiendo crecido yo donde esto fue la realidad
de algunos de mis hermanos mayores, hoy, donde-
quiera que veo a gente trabajando en tareas de ser-
vicio, tales como cocinar en cafeterias, limpiar
casas, cortar césped, trabajar en la construccion,
hacer tareas de conserjeria y otros trabajos de la
misma indole, me paro a preguntar: ;json estos
como mi hermano? ;Llegaron a elegir este trabajo,
o lo estan haciendo obligados por las circunstan-
cias? ;/Quiso esta persona ser médico, escritor,
maestro, empresario, o director ejecutivo de alguna
compaiiia, y acabo teniendo que asumir este empleo
por una circunstancia econémica u otra? A ver si me
explico: No hay nada degradante ni menos noble en
estos empleos. A propdsito, trabajar con las propias
manos es quizas el trabajo mas honrado de todos, a
diferencia de mi propio trabajo en la comunidad
académica, donde puede ser facil ser egoista y may-
ormente irrelevante. Existe una admirable dignidad
en trabajar con las propias manos, como se daba en
mi hermano. No obstante, a pesar de la importancia
y dignidad de ese trabajo, la felicidad de la persona
que lo hace depende a veces de si tenia una opcion
0 no, es decir, si esta ahi por eleccidén o porque los
factores que surgen, desde la situacion econdémica
de su familia hasta su estatus de inmigrante, hasta
su falta de oportunidad, le han forzado ahi.

Cuando paso por delante de estas gentes en mi
vida diaria y mi trabajo, intento darme cuenta de
ellos y valorar el servicio que nos estan prestando a
los demés. Y a veces me digo: Este podria ser mi
hermano. Esta podria ser mi hermana. Este podria
ser la mente mas brillante de todas, a la que no se
le dio la oportunidad de llegar a ser médico, escri-
tor, enfermera, maestro o trabajador social.

Si en la otra vida, como Jesus prometid, va a
haber un cambio donde los tltimos seran los prime-
ros, confio en que esta gente, como mi hermano,
que fueron excluidos de algunas de las oportuni-
dades de que gozamos el resto de nosotros, leeran
mi corazén con una empatia que sobrepase la com-
prension que tuve hacia ellos durante el curso de su
vida.

SINODO

Continua de Pagina 3

afiadia el informe, algunos miembros pen-
saban que eso haria "que la Iglesia se ali-
nee con el espiritu de los tiempos".

El parrafo sobre la manera en que var-
i0s miembros expresaron su apoyo u opo-
sicion sobre el tema del diaconado de
mujeres también fue aprobado por mas de
dos tercios de aprobacion, pero recibid mas
votos negativos que cualquier otro punto,
pasando con 277 votos a favor y 69 en
contra.

Los miembros de la asamblea también
debatieron enfoques pastorales para acoger
e incluir en la vida de las parroquias a per-
sonas que se han sentido excluidas, como
los pobres, las personas con discapaci-
dades, los catolicos LGBTQ+ y los catoli-
COS cuyos matrimonios no son reconocidos
por la Iglesia.

El informe de sintesis no utilizo el tér-
mino "LGBTQ+" ni siquiera "homosexua-
lidad" y solo hablaba en general de
cuestiones relacionadas con "la identidad
de género y la orientacion sexual".

El padre jesuita James Martin, un
miembro del sinodo involucrado en el
acercamiento a los catolicosLGBTQ+, dijo
a Catholic News Service: "Por lo que en-
tiendo, hubo demasiada oposicion para
hacer viable el uso del término 'LGBTQ', a
pesar de que estaba contenido en el 'Instru-
mentum Laboris™, o documento de trabajo
del sinodo.

"Esta oposicion surgi6 a menudo en las
sesiones plenarias, junto con otros que ar-
gumentaban desde el otro lado, es decir, a
favor de una mayor inclusion y de ver a las
personas LGBTQ como personas y no

como una ideologia", dijo.

La sintesis dijo que "para desarrollar
un auténtico discernimiento eclesial en
estos y otros ambitos, es necesario integrar,
a la luz de la Palabra de Dios y del Magis-
terio, una base informativa mas amplia y
un componente reflexivo mas articulado".

"Para evitar la repeticion de formulas
convencionales, hay que inculcar la con-
frontacion con el punto de vista de las
ciencias humanas y sociales, la reflexion
filosofica y la elaboracion teologica", afia-
dio.

Las divergencias en la asamblea, decia,
reflejaban preocupaciones opuestas: que
"si utilizamos la doctrina con dureza y con
actitud sentenciosa, traicionamos el Evan-
gelio; si practicamos una misericordia 'ba-
rata' no transmitimos el amor de Dios".

Aun asi, decia, "de distintas maneras,
las personas que se sienten marginadas o
excluidas de la Iglesia por su situacion
matrimonial, su identidad o su sexualidad,
también piden ser escuchadas y acompaiia-
das. En la Asamblea se percibid un pro-
fundo sentimiento de amor, misericordia y
compasion hacia las personas que son o se
sienten heridas o desatendidas por la Igle-
sia, que desean un lugar al volver 'a casa' y
donde sentirse seguras, escuchadas y
respetadas, sin miedo a sentirse juzgadas".

El informe hacia hincapié en la "escu-
cha" que tuvo lugar a nivel local, nacional
y continental antes de la asamblea y en la
"conversacion en el Espiritu" que tuvieron
lugar durante la misma, en las que cada
persona hablaba en su pequefio grupo, los
demas participantes comentaban al prin-
cipio solo lo que les llamaba la atencion, se
reflexionaba en silencio y luego se dis-
cutia.

En varios lugares del informe, los

miembros de la asamblea insistieron en la
necesidad de redoblar los esfuerzos para
escuchar a los sobrevivientes de abusos
sexuales por parte del clero y a quienes
han sufrido abusos espirituales o psicologi-
cos.

"La apertura para escuchar y acompa-
far a todos, incluidos los que han sufrido
abusos y heridas en la Iglesia, ha hecho
visibles a muchos que durante mucho
tiempo se han sentido invisibles", se
afirmé en el informe. "Nos queda un largo
camino hacia la reconciliacion y la justicia,
que requiere abordar las condiciones es-
tructurales que permitieron tales abusos y
realizar gestos concretos de penitencia".

Los miembros de la asamblea afirma-
ron que el proceso les ayudd a experimen-
tar la Iglesia como "el hogar y la familia de
Dios, una Iglesia mas cercana a las vidas
de su pueblo, menos burocratica y mas re-
lacional".

Sin embargo, dijo, los términos "sino-
dal" y "sinodalidad", que "se han asociado
a esta experiencia y deseo", necesitan una
mayor clarificacion, incluida la teoldgica y,
tal vez, en el derecho canodnico.

Algunos participantes cuestionaron
que una asamblea en la que alrededor del
21% de los participantes eran mujeres lai-
cas, hombres laicos, religiosos y sacerdotes
pudiera denominarse Sinodo de Obispos.

El informe también reconocia temores,
como el de que "se cambie la ensefianza de
la Iglesia, alejandose de la fe apostdlica de
nuestros padres y, al hacerlo, traicionando
las expectativas de quienes atin hoy tienen
hambre y sed de Dios".

En respuesta, sin embargo, los miem-
bros de la asamblea dijeron: "Estamos con-
vencidos de que la sinodalidad es una
expresion del dinamismo de la Tradicion

dindmica viva".

"Esta claro que algunos temen que se
les obligue a cambiar; otros temen que
nada cambie y que haya demasiado poco
coraje para avanzar al ritmo de la Tradi-
cion viva", dijo el informe.

"Ademas", afiadio, "la perplejidad y
oposicion esconden también el temor a
perder el poder y los privilegios que éste
conlleva".

Los miembros de la asamblea descri-
bieron el proceso sinodal como "enraizado
en la Tradicion de la Iglesia" y teniendo
lugar a la luz de la ensefianza del Concilio
Vaticano II, en particular su énfasis en "la
Iglesia como Misterio y Pueblo de Dios,
llamada a la santidad".

La sinodalidad, decian, "valora la con-
tribucion de todos los bautizados, en la
variedad de sus vocaciones", y asi "consti-
tuye un verdadero acto de recepcion ulte-
rior del Concilio".

El informe también insistio en que la
finalidad de la sinodalidad es la mision.

"Como discipulos de Jesus, no pode-
mos eludir la tarea de mostrar y transmitir
a una humanidad herida el amor y la ter-
nura de Dios", decia el informe.

A lo largo del proceso sinodal, segun el
informe, "muchas mujeres expresaron su
profunda gratitud por la labor de sacer-
dotes y obispos. Pero también hablaron de
una Iglesia que duele. El clericalismo, el
machismo y el uso inadecuado de la autori-
dad siguen marcando el rostro de la Iglesia
y dafiando la comunién".

"Es necesaria una profunda conversion
espiritual como base de cualquier cambio
estructural", afirmé. Los abusos sexuales,
de poder y autoridad, y econdmicos
"siguen exigiendo justicia, sanacion y rec-
onciliacion".
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A Women’s ACTS Retreat was held at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Odessa Oct.
13-15.
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BRISCOE

Continued from Page 16

two and gave half to a beggar on the
street one cold winter night. Christ later
came to him in a dream, revealing that
he had been the beggar. The inscriptions
around his tomb bear eloquent testimony
to the power of his intercession.

St. Martin’s love of Christ is what
made him a saint. And through the cen-
turies pilgrims can discover that love
anew for themselves. Devotion to him is
what inspired the reconstruction of the
once-destroyed basilica. And through
Martin’s intercession, the faithful are
still discovering new grace.

I know St. Martin was pursuing me
that day, now 16 years ago. We are
closer to the saints than we often think.
And, pray God, may we one day be num-
bered among them.

Father Patrick Briscoe, O.P, is a
Dominican friar and the editor of Our
Sunday Visitor.

ERLANDSON

Continued from Page 14

secularization and producing deeply
disturbing results.”

The book, citing a wide range
of literary and theological sources,
walks us briskly through the growth
of secularism and the decline of the
Christian churches in the West.
Like many recent analyses of the
state of the U.S. church, he cites a
series of dismal trends in sacramen-
tal practice, Catholic school atten-
dance and vocations.

He quotes then-Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger’s prediction of a future
church that “will become small and
will have to start afresh more or
less from the beginning.”

For Russ, whatever path leads
to the church of tomorrow, it de-
pends on the laity getting involved
in its revitalization. His “nine tasks
for every Catholic” includes “heed-
ing the universal call to holiness,”

ridding ourselves of clericalist
thoughts and actions (and yes, laity
can be the worst clericalists), and
recovering a sense of the “lay apos-
tolate.” He defines this as “the re-
newal of the temporal order,”
bringing “Catholic values into set-
tings where secularist values cur-
rently go virtually unchallenged.”

Russ, who has been a friend for
many years, would probably distin-
guish between optimism and hope.
His view of the church may be
judged unduly bleak by some, but
his is not a voice of despair, but of
faith. He ends with a quote from
Blaise Pascal: “There is a pleasure
in being in a ship beaten about by a
storm, when we are sure that it will
not founder.”

Greg Erlandson is an award-
winning Catholic publisher, editor
and journalist whose column ap-
pears monthly at OSV News. Fol-
low him on Twitter/X
@GregErlandson.

Each life lost represents

defeat, pope says

ROME (CNS) — As the sun broke through the
morning sky after a torrential downpour in Rome,
Pope Francis was wheeled past dozens of gravestones
that marked the final resting place of members of the
military forces who died during and immediately after
World War I1. He carried a bouquet of large white
roses and had an aide place it at a grave. The pope then
continued along the green lawn, hands clasped briefly
in prayer. "So many innocent dead, so many soldiers
who leave their lives there," the pope said later in his
homily at Mass celebrated Nov. 2 at the Rome War
Cemetery, the burial place of members of the military
forces of the Commonwealth. "Wars are always a de-
feat, always. There is no total victory, no. Yes, one
wins over the other, but behind it there is always the
defeat of the price paid," he said. Looking at the ages
of those buried, the pope said he saw that "most of
them were between 20 and 30 years old. Lives cut
short, lives without a future here." The same thing is
still happening today in wars, he said. "We ask the
Lord for peace, so that people will no longer kill each
other in wars," he said, marking the feast of All Souls.

CUELLAR
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beautiful celebration. God has blessed
them with a beautiful family and two Mex-
ican food restaurants. They, too, have not
forgotten their roots. Once a year, they re-
turn to their town, Piaxtla, in the state of
Puebla, Mexico, where they collaborate
with the celebration of the Virgin of the
Assumption in the place where they were
born.

Not long ago, I was talking with my
friend Father Roberto Beirne, who told
me, "How much life there is in the His-
panic communities and how much activity
there is in every parish I visit." It made me
think of places like St. Patrick Parish in
Providence, which has activities of differ-
ent parish groups every day of the week —
often using all the school's classrooms.

Another great contribution that His-
panics bring is the love of family. A young
man who serves with me in the parish
choir recently had the joy of hosting some
family members who migrated to the
United States. He moved heaven and earth
to help them financially until they could
get jobs and support themselves. Such de-
votion to family is truly admirable.

In our own home my wife, Becky, and
I have a tradition of gathering every other
Sunday at my in-laws' home to share with
all my wife's siblings and nieces and
nephews. These family gatherings always
begin with a prayer around the table,
thanking God for the blessings received
and praying for our needs. Afterwards,
there are conversations and board games
with very special and fun times to create
memories and strengthen our family
bonds.

Another contribution is the strong

work ethic. Hispanics are very hard
workers; they contribute to the economy
doing jobs and occupations that no one
else wants to do in many cases. Most im-
migrants | know are hardworking, entre-
preneurial people and many of them have
started small businesses, always with a
great sense of self-improvement. So many
names and faces come to mind of people
who have developed companies and small
businesses. Also, many of our parishes
would have already closed if it were not
for the presence and service of our His-
panic immigrant brothers and sisters.
Another contribution is the fiesta. In
all the parishes I have visited, there have
always been great celebrations, from the
patronal feasts to popular devotions, such
as the feast of the Lord of Esquipulas, the
Lord of Miracles, and many different Ma-
rian celebrations. These celebrations are
full of joy, ethnic food, music, traditional

dances, pifiata for the children, and are
moments where the sense of community is
strengthened and also help to raise funds
for the parish.

In addition, when a person passes
away, the community always gathers to
support the family and perform the tradi-
tional novena, praying for nine days after
the burial Mass.

There are so many contributions that
Hispanics bring to the church and society
that it would take many articles, but let us
give thanks to God for the faith, devotion
to family, work ethic, joy and sense of
community that Hispanic immigrants bring
to our country.

Silvio Cuéllar is a writer, liturgical
music composer and journalist. He was
coordinator of the Hispanic Ministry office
and editor of El Catdlico de Rhode Island
newspaper in the Diocese of Providence.
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about 9 million to 63.7 million, according to 2022 U.S. census data.
And even though there have been reports of an increase in disaffili-
ation, recent demographic data showed that about 31 million Hispanics
and Latinos identify as Catholic.

"We are talking more as we belong to this church. We're not going
anywhere. It's our church too, and we want to be part of it," said Villar.
"And I think that the whole synod process, and the way that Pope Fran-
cis encourages (us) to move forward in that direction, we've been doing
it in small steps throughout these 51 years."

Auxiliary Bishop Arturo Cepeda of Detroit, chair of the U.S.
bishops' Committee on Cultural Diversity in the Church, said the new
pastoral plan was the "fruit of many years of wisdom and consultation,
experiences, ups and downs, of listening, collaboration, and so many
fruits that the Encuentros have brought."

He hopes that the pastoral plan will help equip ministry leaders and
Hispanic and Latino parishioners to understand how to share their faith
experiences with generations who will come after those in ministry
today.

"We need to be able to share that and to know that we need to pre-
pare our second, third generations," Bishop Cepeda told OSV News.
"We need to move forward. I think that it is a blessing. It is a chal-
lenge, yes. But we need to be aware of it."

In Houston, Lazaro Contreras, director of the Office of Hispanic
Ministry of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, said he looks for-
ward to seeing how each parish and Catholic community in the region
will uniquely implement the pastoral plan.

"With this pastoral plan, I hope that people are motivated and en-
couraged to make it their own," he said. "Hispanic ministry is a work
that we don't do alone. It's a work that we all do as one church. That is
why these kinds of gatherings are a constant reminder that, in that
work of pastoral ministry of accompaniment to Hispanic Catholics, is
done by the whole church."

That united movement forward is what excited Ignacio Rodriguez,
NCADDHM president, especially during the conference, which began
with an opening Mass celebrated by Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston Oct. 10.

While the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 slowed down much of the
follow-up collaborations between the 3,000 Hispanic ministry leaders
and clergy who met in Texas in 2018 for the V Encuentro, Rodriguez
said the zeal and desire for the pastoral plan to take shape only grew.

Now that the pastoral plan is out in the hands of ministry leaders,
Aguilera-Titus said that the plan emphasizes the importance of diver-
sity and intercultural engagement and includes practical guidelines and
resources for creating a sense of unity and belonging. He noted how a
parish can thrive when it embraces diverse cultures present in a con-
gregation through its shared Catholic faith.

"When they develop relationships with one another across cultures,
they begin to develop a new sense of identity as a diverse, Catholic
community," Aguilera-Titus said. "The plan has a language that is in-
clusive, engaging and is meant for not only Hispanic/Latino Catholics,
but for the entire church. We hope that it will bring new ways to bring
the Gospel to life and create a more synodal and diverse church."

That intercultural relationship is a key to evangelization, said Sister
Elsa Narvaez, a member of the Missionary Sisters Servants of the
Word and an evangelization consultant for the Hispanic communities
in the Archdiocese of Boston.

"Many people might think (the pastoral plan) is just for Hispanics
and Latinos, but it's not. Our goal is to bring Christ to everyone. It's
like we are missionaries here in the U.S.," she said, noting how U.S
Catholics used to visit Latino and South American countries to evan-
gelize.

"We help us now. We are here doing a mission and we know every-
one is the same before God," she continued, saying that the plan is not
about sharing languages or cultures but about evangelization and
strengthening of the faith. "It's not because you're Hispanic or you're
not Hispanic. We are one church, and we are here to love and serve
each other and just to bring Jesus to everyone. That's our goal. ... It's
Jesus, that's the goal."

James Ramos writes for OSV News from Houston.

OSPINO
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recibido el Espiritu Santo que nos mueve a construir la Iglesia y a
caminar hacia la santidad. Nadie estd exento de ello.

Porque el Espiritu Santo vive en nosotros como pueblo de Dios
constituido por personas bautizadas, todas nuestras voces cuentan al
momento de discernir como vivir mejor nuestra fe como Iglesia. El
Espiritu Santo habla "en" y "por medio" de toda persona bautizada.
El proceso sinodal es una invitacion a escuchar al Espiritu Santo
hablando por medio de muchas voces.

Es urgente que en medio de nuestro celo por promover ideas
progresivas o mantener la tradicion no terminemos rechazando la
obra del Espiritu Santo, cerrandonos a ciertas voces para privilegiar
otras. Necesitamos escucharnos mutuamente con corazones y
mentes abiertas.

Tenemos que escuchar con humildad eclesial y una actitud de
oracion. Por eso es que se nos invita a la practica de la conver-
sacion espiritual. Escuchemos. Oremos. Escuchemos de nuevo.
Hablemos cuando sea necesario.

(Podremos los catdlicos de hecho escucharnos unos a otros
mientras construimos comunién en medio del pluralismo de voces y
perspectivas que nos definen como Iglesia? No tenemos opcion.
Somos una Iglesia sinodal. Escuchemos las muchas voces por
medio de las cuales nos habla el Espiritu Santo en nuestro tiempo.

Hosffman Ospino es profesor de teologia y educacion religiosa
en Boston College.
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