
By Loretta Fulton 
 

ABILENE — Bishop Michael Sis took 
on the role of university professor on Ash 
Wednesday when he educated, inspired, 
and entertained students at Abilene’s three 
universities.  

Each year Bishop Sis conducts Ash 
Wednesday services at colleges or univer-
sities located within the 29-county Diocese 
of San Angelo. This year, he was back in 
Abilene to preside over services at Abilene 
Christian University (affiliated with the 
Churches of Christ), Hardin-Simmons 
University (a Baptist institution), and 
McMurry University (affiliated with the 
United Methodist Church). He visited 
ACU twice, once for a teaching program 
during the university’s regular 11 a.m. 
chapel time and again at night for a service 
that included the distribution of ashes.  

The bishop showed his good humor at 
McMurry University by noting that if you 
forget to wipe the ashes from your fore-
head after an Ash Wednesday service, 

people might look at you in a funny way 
and ask questions like, “Have you been 
working on your car?” or “Do you have 
printer toner on your head?” 

But the person who has experienced 
the imposition of ashes service knows the 
real reason for the mark of ashes. It is a 
deeply moving and spiritual experience 
and a public profession. 

“I am not perfect — I am a recovering 
sinner,” is the message that the ashes de-
liver, Bishop Sis said at the McMurry 
service, which was the only one that in-
cluded Mass. 

McMurry University is observing its 
centennial year, with observances and 
celebrations scheduled throughout the 
year. The Ash Wednesday service was held 
in historic Old Main, the first building on 
campus. It opened Sept. 19, 1923, and 
hosted the opening day ceremonies. That 
significance wasn’t lost on the bishop, 
who mentioned the history in his remarks,  
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The Lighthouse Catholic organization at Abilene Christian University hosted Bishop Michael Sis when he talked about  Ash Wednesday during a chapel service on Feb. 22. 

Bishop spends Ash Wednesday 

visiting Abilene campuses
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Catholic Parish, assists Bishop Michael Sis with an Ash Wednesday service at McMurry Feb. 22.
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We are living in a historic moment of Eucharistic 
Revival in the Catholic Church in the United States. God 
is at work renewing the church by rekindling our devo-
tion to him through the Eucharist. When a person experi-
ences a revival of faith, it often leads to conversion and 
repentance from sinful ways. I believe that one of the ef-
fects of our National Eucharistic Revival will be an in-
crease in the use of the sacrament of penance, also 
known as confession. 

I have often spoken and written about the impor-
tance of confession, including an article in the West 
Texas Angelus in 2019. However, since there are so 
many people here in West Texas who have not been to 
Mass or confession in many years, I am convinced that 
now is the time for us to recommit ourselves to the sac-
rament of penance as a spiritual preparation for receiv-
ing Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.  This article is intended 
to assist Catholics to get back into the practice of regular 
confession. 

Too often, we rationalize our own sins or deny that 
we have sinned. This is psychologically unhealthy and 
spiritually destructive. The First Letter of John says, “If 
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves; and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just, and he will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 Jn 1:8-9). The Book of Proverbs 
says, “He who conceals his transgressions will not 
prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will 
obtain mercy” (Prv 28:13). 

The sacrament of penance helps us to be honest with 
ourselves, and it builds in us a sense of personal ac-
countability and maturity. Psalms 32 and 51 speak of the 
beauty of admitting our sins and confessing them to the 
Lord. 

Only God can forgive sins, and Jesus Christ, who is 
God the Son, entrusted to his apostles the ministry of 
reconciliation. Catholic bishops are successors to those 
apostles and, therefore, continue to exercise this ministry 
today. Bishops share this ministry with priests and, by 
virtue of the sacrament of holy orders, bishops and 
priests have the power to forgive sins (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church [CCC], no. 1461). 

Sins committed before baptism are forgiven in the 
sacrament of baptism. Sins committed after baptism are 
forgiven in the sacrament of penance. In this sacrament, 
the priest acts in the person of Christ to reconcile the 
sinner to both God and the church (U.S. Catholic Cate-
chism for Adults, p. 236). When we confess our sins to 
the priest, who has been given the power by Jesus to ab-
solve sins, we are confessing our sins to God. Christ is 
allowing that priest to be his representative to absolve us 
of our sins. 

Some people think of sin and forgiveness in a very 
individualistic way, but our sin also affects the com-
munity of the church. Just as the holiness of one person 
can motivate the others around him to live by a higher 
standard, the sinfulness of one person can pull down the 
others around him. The church is the body of Christ. The 
sin of any particular member of the church wounds the 
entire body. The sacrament of penance heals those 
wounds. 

If a person is conscious of having committed mortal 
sin, he or she must confess that sin in the sacrament of 
penance before receiving Holy Communion (CCC, no. 
1415). A Catholic is expected to receive this sacrament 
regularly, at least once a year as a minimum practice, if 
conscious of having committed mortal sin (Code of 
Canon Law, can. 989). However, if no serious sin has 
been committed in that time, confession is not obli-
gatory. Nevertheless, frequent confession is spiritually 

valuable. 
In the spiritual life of a Catholic who is actively 

growing in the faith, and who is not struggling with 
some habitual mortal sin, I recommend going to confes-
sion about three or four times per year as a good basic 
rhythm. This fosters continual growth in holiness, help-
ing us to grow out of selfish or sinful patterns and to pu-
rify our motives. Some spiritual writers recommend 
confession once per month for more dynamic spiritual 
growth. Through the regular practice of this sacrament, 
our conscience continues to develop and become more 
sensitive as we mature spiritually. St. Paul says, “I am 
sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil 1:6). 

The celebration of the sacrament of penance includes 
certain steps taken by the penitent and by the priest. It 
all starts with conversion of the heart, having sorrow or 
remorse for our sins. This means turning away from sin 
and having a firm desire to avoid such sins in the future. 

The next step is to prepare for the sacrament by 
spending some time in prayer making an examination of 
conscience. This is done in order to have a clearer recol-
lection of the sins we have committed and the good that 
we have failed to do. Ideally, our examination of con-
science is carried out in light of the word of God in 
Scripture. The biblical passages that are best suited for 
the examination of conscience include the following: 

• The Ten Commandments (Dt 5:6-21) 
• The Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5-7) 
• Romans 12-13 (moral teaching) 
• 1 Corinthians 13 (on love) 
• Galatians 5 (works of the flesh and fruits of the 

Spirit) 
• Ephesians 4-6 (moral teaching) 
Also, some people find great help for their examina-

tion of conscience by using a confession app on their 
cell phone. The app does not take the place of a sacra-
mental confession, but it does assist us in preparing for 
it. A presentation of the variety of confession apps can 
be found at https://catholicapptitude.org/confession-
apps/. 

After examining our conscience and taking respon-
sibility for our sins, the next step is to confess our sins to 
a priest. If we are unfamiliar with the procedure, we can 
ask the priest to guide us through it. We should not be 
concerned that our sins will shock the priest or give him 
a heart attack. Most priests have heard similar sins 
plenty of times before. We should confess our own sins, 
not the sins of someone else. 

We must confess all the mortal sins that we have 
committed (in kind and number) since our last confes-
sion. The Church strongly recommends also confessing 
the less serious (venial) sins, though this is not strictly 
necessary. Confessing our venial sins contributes to the 
ongoing formation of our conscience, helps us to fight 
against evil tendencies, and fosters further growth in ho-
liness (CCC, nos. 1456-1458). 

After we confess our sins to the priest in individual 
confession, the priest might offer us some encourage-

ment or guidance for our moral or spiritual growth. He 
might ask some questions for clarification in an effort to 
help us. Sometimes we are simply confused as to what is 
sin and what is not sin. The priest in confession can help 
us to come to a clearer understanding. Of course, we 
should not expect the confession to be a therapy session. 
Although it is a sacrament of healing, the priest is not 
acting as a psychotherapist. 

Next, the priest proposes a penance for us to com-
plete after the confession. That penance might consist of 
some form of prayer, works of mercy, service of neigh-
bor, voluntary self-denial, or personal sacrifices. He 
might also speak about the need to do reparation, to re-
pair the harm we have caused to others by our sins. This 
could include, for example, returning stolen goods, re-
storing the reputation of someone slandered, rectifying 
an injustice, paying compensation for injuries, etc. 
(CCC, no 1459). 

After giving us a penance, the priest will ask us to 
say aloud an act of contrition. There are many different 
possible forms for this prayer. We can use a memorized 
version or use our own words. After we have made our 
act of contrition in the presence of the priest, he prays 
the prayer of absolution, utilizing the power that Christ 
has entrusted to the church to bring pardon and peace. 
After we have received absolution, we should complete 
our penance as soon as possible. Once we have com-
pleted the sacrament of penance, we should try not to 
worry about our past sins. We should trust in the mercy 
of God and rejoice in the fact that he has lifted the bur-
den of our sins off our shoulders. 

There are various opportunities to celebrate the sac-
rament of penance. One way is to contact a priest and set 
an appointment. This would typically entail a face-to-
face confession. Another way is to show up at a church 
at one of the posted times for confession. Depending on 
the construction of the confessional room, one might 
have the option to confess face-to-face, but there should 
always be the opportunity to confess anonymously be-
hind a screen. 

During the seasons of Advent and Lent, most of our 
parishes offer communal penance services, which 
usually include the proclamation of Scripture, a homily, 
and the group recitation of an act of contrition. This is 
followed by individual confession and individual abso-
lution. A list of Lenten penance services is posted on the 
website of the Diocese of San Angelo at  
https://sanangelodiocese.org. 

From the Bishop’s Desk

Getting back to confession
Bishop  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of   
San Angelo

Act of Contrition
The Prayer Square

O my God, 
I am sorry and repent with all my heart 
for all the wrong I have done 
and for the good I have failed to do, 
because by sinning I have offended you, 
who are all good and worthy 

to be loved above all things. 
I firmly resolve, 

with the help of your grace, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid the occasions of sin. 
Through the merits of the Passion 

of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
From the Order of Penance.

Pope brings Latin American Catholic experience to the universal church
By Justin McLellan 
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — When Pope Francis 
greeted the thousands of faithful gathered in a rain-soaked 
St. Peter's Square March 13, 2013, he quipped that his 
brother cardinals looked almost to "the ends of the earth" 
to find a new bishop of Rome. 

The end of the world, in this case, was Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, where Pope Francis was born to Italian immi-
grants in 1936 and served as archbishop from 1998 until 
he became pope in 2013. He is the first pope born outside 
of Europe since the year 741 and the first from Latin 
America, where an estimated 40% of the world's Catholic 
population lives. 

That distinction has molded Pope Francis' approach to 
governing the church over the first 10 years of his pontifi-
cate, forging pastoral priorities and doctrinal decision-
making rooted in his identity as a servant of the people in 
Buenos Aires' "villas miserias," or shantytowns, first dur-
ing a military dictatorship and then during a profound fi-
nancial crisis. 

"Usually, European popes start thinking about theol-
ogy from philosophy," Emilce Cuda, secretary of the Pon-
tifical Commission for Latin America, told Catholic News 

Service. But in Latin America, she said, looking at hu-
manity's relationship to God begins with common people. 

Cuda said that's because Latin America was "the first 
continent to take seriously the Second Vatican Council" 
and with it the idea that God's will can be discovered by 
listening to all baptized members of the church. 

The resulting openness to "communal discernment," 
as Cuda described it, characterized the early priestly life 
of Pope Francis, who was ordained a priest just four years 
after the council ended, and extended all the way into one 
of the most recent events of his pontificate: the opening of 
the current Synod of Bishops. 

The synod seeks to gather input from all baptized 
members of the church to inform discussions among the 
world's bishops on building a listening church. The 
bishops will meet in Rome in two sessions, the first in Oc-
tober and then again one year later. 

"It's not a different theology, it's not a different 
church, it's not a Latin American pope now at the top of 
the Catholic Church; it's the continuation of one tradition 
that began in the '60s in this council, " Cuda told CNS. 
"Pope Francis is going ahead with this challenge that 
started with the Second Vatican Council." 

Mar Muñoz-Visoso, executive director of the U.S. 
bishops' Secretariat of Cultural Diversity in the Church, 

told CNS that Pope Francis' Latin American pastoral style 
was translated into church teaching right from the start of 
his pontificate. 

As an example, she cited his first apostolic exhorta-
tion, Evangelii Gaudium, on proclaiming the Gospel in 
today's world, and likened it to the final document from 
the Latin American bishops' council meeting in Aparecida, 
Brazil, in 2007. Pope Francis led the committee that 
drafted the document, which insisted evangelization in 
Latin America must involve close engagement with the 
faithful and especially those on the margins of society. 

The Aparecida document reflected what Muñoz-Vi-
soso called the Latin American church's "strong sense of 
mission," as well as its "communitarian" nature. 

"One could say Evangelii Gaudium takes the main te-
nets of Aparecida and re-proposes them for the universal 
church," she said, including the "rich tradition of collegi-
ality and common discernment" in the Latin American 
church. 

That contribution to the universal church from what 
has historically been considered the margin of the theo-
logical world is what Dr. Hosffman Ospino, associate pro-
fessor of Hispanic ministry and religious education at  
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Estamos viviendo un momento histórico de Aviva-
miento Eucarístico en la Iglesia Católica en los Estados 
Unidos. Dios está obrando en la renovación de la iglesia 
reavivando nuestra devoción a él a través de la Eucaristía. 
Cuando una persona experimenta un renacimiento de la fe, 
a menudo conduce a la conversión y al arrepentimiento de 
los caminos pecaminosos. Creo que uno de los efectos de 
nuestro Avivamiento Eucarístico Nacional será un au-
mento en el uso del sacramento de la penitencia, también 
conocido como confesión. 

Muy a menudo, he hablado y escrito sobre la impor-
tancia de la confesión, incluido un artículo en el West 
Texas Angelus en 2019. Sin embargo, dado que hay tantas 
personas aquí en el Oeste de Texas que no han asistido a 
Misa ni se han confesado en muchos años, estoy conven-
cido que ahora es el momento de volver a comprometernos 
con el sacramento de la penitencia como preparación espi-
ritual para recibir a Jesucristo en la Eucaristía. Este artí-
culo está destinado a ayudar a los católicos a volver a la 
práctica de la confesión regular. 

Con demasiada frecuencia racionalizamos nuestros 
propios pecados o negamos haber pecado. Esto es psicoló-
gicamente malsano y espiritualmente destructivo. La Prim-
era Carta de Juan dice: “Si decimos que no tenemos 
pecado, nos engañamos a nosotros mismos; y la verdad no 
está en nosotros. Pero si confesamos nuestros pecados, él, 
que es fiel y justo, nos perdonará nuestros pecados y nos 
limpiará de toda maldad” (1 Jn 1:8-9). El Libro de los 
Proverbios dice: “Ocultar sus faltas no conduce a nada, el 
que las reconoce y renuncia a ellas se hace perdonar” 
(Prov 28:13). 

El sacramento de la penitencia nos ayuda a ser hones-
tos con nosotros mismos y construye en nosotros un sen-
tido de responsabilidad personal y madurez. Los Salmos 
32 y 51 hablan de la belleza de admitir nuestros pecados y 
confesarlos al Señor. 

Sólo Dios puede perdonar los pecados, y Jesucristo, 
que es Dios Hijo, encomendó a sus apóstoles el ministerio 
de la reconciliación. Los obispos católicos son sucesores 
de aquellos apóstoles y, por tanto, continúan ejerciendo 
este ministerio en la actualidad. Los obispos comparten 
este ministerio con los sacerdotes y, en virtud del sacra-
mento del orden sagrado, los obispos y los sacerdotes 
tienen el poder de perdonar los pecados (Catecismo de la 
Iglesia Católica [CIC], núm. 1461). 

Los pecados cometidos antes del bautismo son perdo-
nados en el sacramento del bautismo. Los pecados cometi-
dos después del bautismo son perdonados en el sacramento 
de la penitencia. En este sacramento, el sacerdote actúa en 
la persona de Cristo para reconciliar al pecador tanto con 
Dios como con la iglesia (Catecismo Católico de los 
EE.UU. para Adultos, p. 250). Cuando confesamos nues-
tros pecados al sacerdote, a quien Jesús le ha dado el poder 
de absolver los pecados, estamos confesando nuestros pe-
cados a Dios. Cristo está permitiendo que ese sacerdote 
sea su representante para absolvernos de nuestros pecados. 

Algunas personas piensan en el pecado y el perdón de 
una manera muy individualista, pero nuestro pecado tam-
bién afecta a la comunidad de la iglesia. Así como la santi-
dad de una persona puede motivar a los demás a su 
alrededor a vivir con un estándar más alto, la pecaminosi-
dad de una persona puede derribar a los demás a su alrede-
dor. La iglesia es el cuerpo de Cristo. El pecado de 
cualquier miembro particular de la iglesia hiere todo el 
cuerpo. El sacramento de la penitencia cura esas heridas. 

Si una persona es consciente de haber cometido un pe-
cado mortal, debe confesarlo en el sacramento de la pen-
itencia antes de recibir la Sagrada Comunión (CIC, no. 
1415). Se espera que un católico reciba este sacramento 
regularmente, al menos una vez al año como práctica mí-
nima, si es consciente de haber cometido pecado mortal 
(Código de Derecho Canónico, can. 989). Sin embargo, si 

no se ha cometido ningún pecado grave en ese tiempo, la 
confesión no es obligatoria. Sin embargo, la confesión fre-
cuente es espiritualmente valiosa. 

En la vida espiritual de un católico que crece activa-
mente en la fe, y que no está luchando con algún pecado 
mortal habitual, recomiendo confesarse unas tres o cuatro 
veces al año como un buen ritmo básico. Esto fomenta el 
crecimiento continuo en santidad, ayudándonos a salir de 
patrones egoístas o pecaminosos y a purificar nuestros mo-
tivos. Algunos escritores espirituales recomiendan la con-
fesión una vez al mes para un crecimiento espiritual más 
dinámico. A través de la práctica regular de este sacra-
mento, nuestra conciencia continúa desarrollándose y se 
vuelve más sensible a medida que maduramos espiritu-
almente. San Pablo dice: “Estoy seguro de que Dios, que 
comenzó a hacer su buena obra en ustedes, la irá llevando 
a buen fin hasta el día en que Jesucristo regrese” (Flp 1:6). 

La celebración del sacramento de la penitencia incluye 
ciertos pasos dados por el penitente y por el sacerdote. 
Todo comienza con la conversión del corazón, teniendo 
dolor o remordimiento por nuestros pecados. Esto significa 
alejarse del pecado y tener un firme deseo de evitar tales 
pecados en el futuro. 

El siguiente paso es prepararse para el sacramento pa-
sando un tiempo en oración haciendo un examen de con-
ciencia. Esto se hace para tener un recuerdo más claro de 
los pecados que hemos cometido y del bien que hemos de-
jado de hacer. Idealmente, nuestro examen de conciencia 
se lleva a cabo a la luz de la palabra de Dios en las escritu-
ras. Los pasajes bíblicos que mejor se adaptan al examen 
de conciencia son los siguientes: 

• Los Diez Mandamientos (Dt 5:6-21) 
• El Sermón de la Montaña (Mt 5-7) 
• Romanos 12-13 (enseñanza moral) 
• 1 Corintios 13 (sobre el amor) 
• Gálatas 5 (obras de la carne y frutos del Espíritu) 
• Efesios 4-6 (enseñanza moral) 
Además, algunas personas encuentran una gran ayuda 

para su examen de conciencia al usar una aplicación de 
confesión en su teléfono celular. La aplicación no reem-
plaza una confesión sacramental, pero nos ayuda a prepa-
rarnos para ella. Puede encontrar una presentación de la 
variedad de aplicaciones de confesión en https://catholi-
capptitude.org/confession-apps/. 

Después de examinar nuestra conciencia y asumir la 
responsabilidad de nuestros pecados, el siguiente paso es 
confesarlos a un sacerdote. Si no estamos familiarizados 
con el procedimiento, podemos pedirle al sacerdote que 
nos guíe. No debemos preocuparnos de que nuestros peca-
dos conmocionen al sacerdote o le den un infarto. La may-
oría de los sacerdotes han escuchado pecados similares 
muchas veces antes. Debemos confesar nuestros propios 
pecados, no los pecados de otra persona. 

Debemos confesar todos los pecados mortales que 
hemos cometido (en especie y número) desde nuestra úl-
tima confesión. La Iglesia recomienda encarecidamente 
confesar también los pecados menos graves (veniales), 
aunque esto no es estrictamente necesario. La confesión de 
nuestros pecados veniales contribuye a la formación per-
manente de nuestra conciencia, nos ayuda a luchar contra 
las malas tendencias, y favorece un mayor crecimiento en 

la santidad (CIC, núms. 1456-1458). 
Después de confesar nuestros pecados al sacerdote en 

confesión individual, el sacerdote puede ofrecernos algún 
estímulo o guía para nuestro crecimiento moral o espiri-
tual. Podría hacer algunas preguntas de aclaración en un 
esfuerzo para ayudarnos. A veces simplemente estamos 
confundidos en cuanto a lo que es pecado y lo que no es 
pecado. El sacerdote en la confesión puede ayudarnos a 
llegar a un entendimiento más claro. Por supuesto, no 
debemos esperar que la confesión sea una sesión de tera-
pia. Aunque es un sacramento de curación, el sacerdote no 
actúa como psicoterapeuta. 

A continuación, el sacerdote nos propone una peniten-
cia para completar después de la confesión. Esa penitencia 
puede consistir en alguna forma de oración, obras de mi-
sericordia, servicio al prójimo, abnegación voluntaria, o 
sacrificios personales. También podría hablar de la necesi-
dad de la reparación, de reparar el daño que hemos caus-
ado a otros con nuestros pecados. Esto podría incluir, por 
ejemplo, la devolución de bienes robados, la restauración 
de la reputación de alguien calumniado, la rectificación de 
una injusticia, el pago de indemnizaciones por daños, etc. 
(CIC, núm. 1459). 

Después de darnos una penitencia, el sacerdote nos pe-
dirá que digamos en voz alta un acto de contrición. Hay 
muchas formas diferentes posibles para esta oración. Pode-
mos usar una versión memorizada o usar nuestras propias 
palabras. Después de haber hecho nuestro acto de contri-
ción en presencia del sacerdote, él reza la oración de abso-
lución, utilizando el poder que Cristo ha confiado a la 
iglesia para traer el perdón y la paz. Después de haber reci-
bido la absolución, debemos completar nuestra penitencia 
lo antes posible. Una vez que hayamos completado el sac-
ramento de la penitencia, debemos tratar de no preocupar-
nos por nuestros pecados pasados. Debemos confiar en la 
misericordia de Dios y regocijarnos en el hecho de que él 
ha quitado la carga de nuestros pecados de nuestros hom-
bros. 

Hay varias oportunidades para celebrar el sacramento 
de la penitencia. Una forma es ponerse en contacto con un 
sacerdote y programar una cita. Esto normalmente impli-
caría una confesión cara a cara. Otra forma es presentarse 
en una iglesia en uno de los horarios establecidos para la 
confesión. Dependiendo de la construcción del confesion-
ario, uno puede tener la opción de confesarse cara a cara, 
pero siempre debe existir la oportunidad de confesarse 
anónimamente detrás de una pantalla. 

Durante las temporadas de Adviento y Cuaresma, la 
mayoría de nuestras parroquias ofrecen servicios de pen-
itencia comunitaria, que generalmente incluyen la procla-
mación de las escrituras, una homilía y la recitación grupal 
de un acto de contrición. A esto le sigue la confesión indi-
vidual y la absolución individual. Se ha puesto una lista de 
los servicios de penitencia de Cuaresma en el sitio web de 
la Diócesis de San Ángelo en 
https://sanangelodiocese.org. 
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Acto de Contricion
Espacio de Oración

Jesucristo, me Dios y mi Salvador, 
yo me arrepiento de corazón 
de todos los pecados 
que he cometido, 
porque con ellos ofendí 
a un Dios tan bueno. 
Propongo firmemente 
no volver a pecar. 
Confío en que, 
por tu infinita misericordia, 
me perdonarás mis culpas 
y me llevarás a la vida eterna. 
Amén.

Volviendo a la confesión
Obispo  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de  
San Ángelo

El Papa trae la experiencia católica latinoamericana a la Iglesia universal
Por Justin McLellan 
Catholic News Service 
 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — Cuando el 
Papa Francisco saludó a los miles de fieles, quienes esta-
ban empapados por la lluvia, reunidos en la Plaza de San 
Pedro el 13 de marzo de 2013, bromeó diciendo que sus 
hermanos cardenales buscaron casi "hasta los confines de 
la tierra" para encontrar un nuevo obispo de Roma. 

El fin del mundo, en este caso, era Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, donde el Papa Francisco nació de inmigrantes 
italianos en 1936 y se desempeñó como arzobispo desde 
1998 hasta que se convirtió en papa en 2013. Es el primer 
pontífice nacido fuera de Europa desde el año 741 y el 
primero de América Latina, donde se estima que vive el 
40% de la población católica mundial. 

Esa distinción ha moldeado la manera en que el Papa 
Francisco ha gobernado la Iglesia durante los primeros 10 
años de su pontificado, forjando prioridades pastorales y 
toma de decisiones doctrinales arraigadas en su identidad 
como servidor del pueblo en las "villas miseria" de Bue-
nos Aires — primero durante una dictadura militar y 
luego durante una profunda crisis financiera. 

"Por lo general, los papas europeos comienzan a pen-
sar en la teología desde la filosofía", señaló Emilce Cuda, 

secretaria de la Comisión Pontificia para América Latina, 
a Catholic News Service. Pero en América Latina, dijo, 
mirar la relación de la humanidad con Dios comienza con 
la gente común. 

Cuda dijo que eso se debe a que Latinoamérica fue "el 
primer continente en tomar en serio el Concilio Vaticano 
II" y con él la idea de que la voluntad de Dios se puede 
descubrir al escuchar a todos los miembros bautizados de 
la Iglesia. 

El estar abierto al "discernimiento comunitario", 
como lo describió Cuda, caracterizó la vida sacerdotal del 
Papa Francisco desde sus inicios, quien fue ordenado sac-
erdote solo cuatro años después del final del concilio, y se 
extendió hasta uno de los eventos más recientes de su 
pontificado: la apertura del actual Sínodo de los Obispos. 

El sínodo busca recopilar los aportes de todos los 
miembros bautizados de la iglesia para enriquecer las dis-
cusiones entre los obispos del mundo sobre la construc-
ción de una iglesia oyente. Los obispos se reunirán en 
Roma en dos sesiones, la primera en octubre y luego nue-
vamente un año después. 

"No es una teología diferente, no es una iglesia difer-
ente, no es un papa latinoamericano ahora a la cabeza de 
la Iglesia Católica; es la continuación de una tradición 
que comenzó en los años 60 en el Concilio", expresó 

Cuda a CNS. "El Papa Francisco sigue adelante con este 
desafío, que comenzó con el Concilio Vaticano II". 

Mar Muñoz-Visoso, directora ejecutiva de la Sec-
retaría de Diversidad Cultural en la Iglesia de la Confer-
encia de Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos, manifestó 
a CNS que el estilo pastoral latinoamericano del Papa 
Francisco se tradujo en la enseñanza de la Iglesia desde el 
comienzo de su pontificado. 

Como ejemplo, citó su primera exhortación apostó-
lica, Evangelii Gaudium, sobre la proclamación del Evan-
gelio en el mundo de hoy, y la comparó con el documento 
final de la reunión del consejo de obispos latinoamerica-
nos en Aparecida, Brasil, en 2007. El Papa Francisco diri-
gió el comité que redactó el documento, donde se insistió 
que la evangelización en América Latina debe involucrar 
un compromiso cercano con los fieles, especialmente con 
aquellos marginados de la sociedad. 

El documento de Aparecida reflejaba lo que Muñoz-
Visoso llamó el "fuerte sentido de misión" de la iglesia la-
tinoamericana, así como su naturaleza "comunitaria". 

"Se podría decir que Evangelii Gaudium toma los 
principios fundamentales de Aparecida y los vuelve a pro-
poner para la iglesia universal", acotó, incluyendo la "rica  

 
Véase PAPA, Página 19 
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CALENDARS

March 2023 
2 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priest Pen-

sion Committee meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
3 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Finance 

Council and Presbyteral Council meeting at 10:30 
a.m. 

3–4 MIDLAND, The Way Retreat Center, Women in the 
New Evangelization Retreat 

4 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, SEARCH Retreat 
4 BIG LAKE, St. Margaret of Cortona, Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
5 IRAAN, St. Francis of Assisi, Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
5 RANKIN, St. Thomas, Mass at 10:30 a.m. 
5 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Rite of Election at 

4:00 p.m. 
6–10 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Annual 

Priests Retreat 
11 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Project Rachel Dinner at 7:00 

p.m. 
16 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Personnel 

Board meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
18 MENARD, Presidio de San Sabá historical celebration 

at 2:00 p.m. 
20–22 LAREDO, Tex-Mex Border Bishops meeting 
23 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Adult Confirmation Mass at 

7:00 p.m. 
24 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Sta-

tions of the Cross at 6:30 p.m. 
25 SAN ANGELO, St. Mary, Spanish Cursillo leaders at 

10:00 a.m. 
25 ROWENA, St. Joseph, Confirmation Mass at 5:00 

p.m. 
26 BALLINGER, St. Mary Star of the Sea, Masses at 

9:45 a.m. and 12:00 noon 
26–28 AUSTIN, Texas Catholic Conference of Bishops meet-

ing and Advocacy Day 
30 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
31 EL PASO, St. Patrick Cathedral, Ordination of Auxil-

iary Bishop Tony Celino at 2:00 p.m. 
 

April 2023 
2 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Spanish Mass 

at 12:00 noon 

2 WALL, St. Ambrose, Seder Meal at 6:00 p.m. 

4 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, priest gath-

ering at 9:30 a.m. 

4 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Chrism Mass 

at 11:00 a.m. 

5 ELDORADO, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Confirmation Mass at 

6:30 p.m. 

6 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper at 6:30 p.m. 

7 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Good Friday Procession at 10:00 

a.m. 

7 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Service of the 

Passion of the Lord at 3:00 p.m. 

8 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Easter Vigil at 

8:30 p.m. 

11 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Teaching Mass at 6:00 p.m. 

12 GARDEN CITY, St. Lawrence, Confirmation Mass at 6:00 p.m. 

14–21 ROME, North American College, Seminary visit 

22 SAN ANGELO, Angelo Catholic School, Diocesan Schools 

Commission meeting at 9:30 a.m. 

22 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Marriage Jubi-

lee Mass at 4:00 p.m. 

23 ABILENE, Sacred Heart, Confirmation Mass at 11:30 a.m. 

24 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Foundation Board 

meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

25 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priestly Life and 

Formation meeting at 10:30 a.m. 

26 WINTERS, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Confirmation Mass at 

6:00 p.m. 

27 ABILENE, Holy Family, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 p.m. 

28 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Liturgical Commis-

sion meeting at 1:00 p.m. 

28 WALL, St. Ambrose, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 p.m. 

29 SAN ANGELO, Commemoration of Completion of Lady in 

Blue Memorial 

29 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Confirmation Mass at 5:30 p.m. 

30 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mass at 10:00 

a.m. 

30 MIDLAND, San Miguel Arcángel, Confirmation Mass at 5:00 

p.m. 

March 
 
3 Rev. Joshua Gray (B) 
5 Deacon Antonio Gonzales (B) 
7 Deacon Victor Ramirez (B) 
10 Rev. Arockiaraj Gali (D — 2021) 
10 Rev. Stephen Kennelly (D — 2017) 
10 Deacon Charles Lambert (B) 
10 Deacon Bonifacio Rodriguez (D — 

2017) 
11 Deacon William Brady (B) 
11 Deacon Albert Libertore (D — 1977) 
12 Deacon Fred Greene (B) 
14 Rev. George Fey, CPPS (D — 2013) 
15 Deacon Cosme Ureta (D — 2011) 
17 Deacon Allan Lange (B) 
21 Deacon Frank Trudo (D — 1992) 
25 Rev. Anthony Sloan (O — 2000) 
26 Rev. Serran Braun (D — 1999) 
26 Rev. Kevin Lenius (B) 
26 Deacon Audon Saldivar (D — 2000) 
26 Deacon Steven Zimmerman (B) 
27 Rev. Prem Thumma (B) 
28 Deacon Alexander Perez (B) 
30 Rev. Freddy Perez (B) 
31 Deacon Harry Pelto (B) 
31 Rev. Santiago Udayar (O — 1989) 
 
 
April 
 
2 Deacon Lazaro Sevier (D — 2009) 
3 Deacon Edward Martinez (D — 1985) 
3 Deacon Alan Neff (D — 2016) 
4 Deacon Andres Hernandez (D — 2013) 
4 Deacon Hector Mendez (B) 
4 Rev. Jim Nugent, C.Ss.R (D — 2012) 
7 Deacon Jerry Treviño (D — 2017) 
10 Deacon Apolonio Gutierrez (B) 
12 Rev. Patrick Akpanobong (B) 
13 Rev. Innocent Eziefule (B) 
16 Deacon Eliseo Carrillo (D — 1989) 
17 Deacon Daniel Holguin (B) 
17 Rev Msgr. James Plagens (D — 2015) 
17 Rev. Lee Zimmerman, CM (D — 2000)  
19 Rev. John Lavin (D — 1983) 
20 Deacon Claudio Sanchez (B) 
21 Rev. Thomas Leahy, SAC (D — 1969) 
22 Deacon Jesus Vasquez (D — 2018) 
23 Rev. Louis Droll (D — 2006) 
23 Deacon Walter Hammons (B) 
24 Rev. Msgr. Fred Nawarskas (B) 
24 Rev. Balachandra Nagipogu (O — 

2006) 
25 Deacon Dwain Hennessey (B) 
25 Deacon Marcos Mata (B) 
25 Deacon Juan Muñoz (D — 2007) 
29 Deacon Robert Daigle (D — 1986) 
30 Rev. Gilbert Rodriguez (B) 
30 Rev. Joe Barbieri – (O — 1988)

Bishop’s Calendar 
 

Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

325-651-7500 | lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Please pray for our clergy

B = Birthday | O = Date of Ordination 

D = Date of Death

 
Catholic Relief Services Collection 

March 19, 2023 
 

Catholic Relief Services carries out the  
commitment of the Bishops of the United 
States to assist the poor and vulnerable 

overseas. 
 

Pontifical Collection  
for the Holy Land 

April 7, 2023 
 

A collection for Christians in the Holy Land.

Special Collections

March 2023 
 
2–5 Men’s Walk to Emmaus 
6–10 DOSA Priests’ Retreat 
10–12 DOSA Deacon Formation 
13 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group 
23 Lenten Morning of Reflection 
24–26 Engaged Encounter w/ Natural Family Planning 
27 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group 
29 DOSA Staff Meeting Mass & Lunch

April 2023 
 
7 CKRC offices closed in observance of Good Friday 
10 Diocesan Staff Easter Picnic 
14–16 DOSA Deacon Formation 
21–23 St. Ann’s Confirmation Retreat 
24 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group 
28–30 Engaged Encounter w/ Natural Family Planning

Christ the King Retreat Center

Pope Francis’ first 10 years: A timeline
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Here is a 

timeline of some significant events in 
Pope Francis' pontificate: 

March 13, 2013: Cardinal Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio of Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, is elected pope on the second day of 
the conclave, becoming the first pope 
from the Southern Hemisphere and the 
first non-European elected in almost 
1,300 years. The Jesuit was also the first 
member of his order to be elected pope 
and the first member of any religious 
order elected in nearly two centuries. 

July 8, 2013: Pope Francis makes his 
first trip outside of Rome, choosing to go 
to the Italian island of Lampedusa to un-
derline the plight of migrants crossing the 
Mediterranean and the countless lives lost 
at sea. 

June 8, 2014: Pope Francis, Israeli 
President Shimon Peres, Palestinian Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas, Orthodox Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople and others come together 
in the Vatican Gardens for an unprece-
dented gathering to pray for peace in the 
Holy Land. 

Sept. 19-27, 2015: Pope Francis 
travels to Cuba then to Washington, D.C., 
New York, and Philadelphia during his 
first visit to the United States. He ad-
dressed Congress, the United Nations and 

the World Meeting and Families, canon-
ized St. Junipero Serra and visited the 
9/11 memorial in New York. 

Dec. 8, 2015: Pope Francis opens the 
Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica to inau-
gurate a Holy Year of Mercy. He invited 
churches around the world to designate a 
holy door as a reminder of his call for 
reconciliation. 

Feb. 12-17, 2016: Pope Francis, on 
his way to Mexico, stops in Cuba to meet 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill of 
Moscow at the Havana airport and sign a 
joint declaration in the presence of Cuban 
President Raul Castro. In Mexico, he 
celebrated Mass in Ciudad Juárez, which 
borders El Paso, Texas. Hundreds of 
thousands of people attended the Mass, 
which included faithful on both sides of 
the border. 

April 13, 2017: Pope Francis goes to 
a maximum security prison to celebrate 
the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord's 
Supper and washes the feet of 12 pris-
oners, including three women and a Mus-
lim man who was preparing for baptism. 
The celebration continued a practice he 
began as archbishop of Buenos Aires and 
performed every Holy Thursday as pope: 
including Catholics and non-Catholics, 
men and women, especially those who 
are marginalized, in the foot-washing rite. 

Aug. 2, 2018: Pope Francis orders 
the revision of the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church to describe the death penalty 
as morally inadmissible and to affirm that 
the church "works with determination for 
its abolition worldwide." 

April 21, 2018: Pope Francis ap-
points three women as consultors to the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, the first time women and laypeople 
were named as active contributors — not 
support staff. They joined a growing 
number of women the pope has named to 
top-level positions at the Vatican. 

Feb. 4, 2019: Pope Francis and 
Sheikh Ahmad el-Tayeb, grand imam of 
Egypt's Al-Azhar mosque and university, 
sign the document on "Human Fraternity 
for World Peace and Living Together" 
during an interreligious meeting in Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 

Feb. 21-24, 2019: Pope Francis con-
venes a global summit on child protection 
and abuse, bringing together nearly 200 
church leaders — presidents of bishops' 
conferences, the heads of the Eastern 
Catholic churches, superiors of men's and 
women's religious orders, survivors and 
Roman Curia officials. The summit at the 
Vatican included a penitential liturgy. 

 
See TIMELINE, Page 5 



By Becca Nelson Sankey 
 

SAN ANGELO — There’s tithing to help 
local Catholic parishes, and then — perhaps 
lesser known, more discreet, but just as criti-
cal — there are contributions from members 
of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepul-
chre of Jerusalem. The order benefits mis-
sions and development in the Holy Land, 
where Christ was born, ministered, died, and 
rose from the dead. The 2,600 members of 
the order’s Southwestern USA Lieutenancy 
hail from 22 dioceses in Oklahoma, Arkan-
sas, New Mexico, and Texas, including the 
37,000 square-miles and 29 counties that 
comprise the Catholic Diocese of San 
Angelo. 

The order met for its annual section 
meeting Saturday, Feb. 11, in San Angelo to 
discuss the life of the church, receive up-
dates, and award members who have been 
promoted, ceremoniously presenting them 
certificates signed by the Cardinal Grand 
Master that arrived all the way from Rome. 

“It’s a way to recognize members who 
are advancing in the order and also a way for 
them to support one another in this diocese 
in their commitment to the mission of the 
order,” said Bishop Michael Sis of the an-
nual section meetings, which alternate be-
tween a parish in San Angelo and 
Midland-Odessa as host. “When you’re part of a 
group, if you never get together you kind of lose inter-
est, so it’s a way of building fellowship among the 
members.” 

The EOHSJ Southwestern USA Lieutenancy is ac-
tive and vibrant, said Lieutenant Her Excellency Dame 
Lois Folger, a parishioner of St. Ann’s Parish in Mid-
land. “Even though we’re spread out, it’s been won-
derful to meet people across the diocese who have a 
shared mission for supporting the Holy Land,” she 
said. “It is fun to get together, celebrate Mass and 
share a meal. A lot of the friendships were formed be-
cause of the order.”  

The EOHSJ Southwestern USA Lieutenancy pro-
vides a large percentage of the Latin Patriarchate’s 
funding (second only to Germany), which operates 
churches, health clinics, convents, orphanages, and 43 
schools in the Holy Land. The latter serve more than 
19,000 students in Jordan, Palestine, and Israel, and 
not all who benefit are Christians.  

“They are Christian schools, but they also have 
Muslim and Jewish children,” said Pat Collier, a 
member of St. Ann’s who, with her husband, Tom Col-
lier, is the Order’s San Angelo Section Representative. 
“The idea is that if they go to school, play sports and 
grow up together, it might be easier to have friend-
ships later in life to help solve some of the problems 
there.”   

As part of agreeing to make a lifetime commitment 
to the order, members agree to journey to the Holy 
Land at least once in their lifetime to see their dollars 
at work.  

“When you visit, you realize how great the needs 

are for the people living there,” Folger said. “The in-
frastructure is poor; things have been neglected, but 
the people there still depend on the schools, health 
care, and the churches for their physical and spiritual 
wellbeing. You realize any dollar you send over there 
is very much needed, used and appreciated.” 

Perhaps even more important, the Holy Land pil-
grimages are an incredible spiritual experience. “We 
took a pilgrimage within a year of becoming 
members,” said Folger, who, with her husband, Rich-
ard, became a member of the order in 2008. “Reading 
the Gospel of where we were at just became so much 
more meaningful when it was read at the site. At the 
Garden of Gethsemane (where Jesus was arrested be-
fore his crucifixion), some of those olive trees are over 
2,000 years old. …and (you think) some of those trees 
were here when Christ was. You never really look or 
listen to the Gospels the same way.”  

The order traces its origins to 1099 with the First 
Crusade. The word “equestrian” in its name has his-
torically been used to refer to orders of knighthood. 
Members, of which there are more than 30,000 
globally, include Catholic laypersons and ecclesiastics, 
who are nominated within the church, then approved 
by the respective parish’s priest, then the bishop. 

The bishop of each diocese appoints a member, or 
couple, of the order to be section representatives. 
Lieutenancies cover all these dioceses, overseeing the 
various geographic regions of the order; the South-
western USA Lieutenancy is currently governed by a 
Cardinal Grand Master, His Eminence Daniel Di-
Nardo.  

“We have really strong support from all the 

bishops in the various dioceses, and especially from 
Cardinal DiNardo,” Folger said. “We are just so thank-
ful for the invaluable support they give us, both spirit-
ually and from their presence in really supporting the 
good work of the order.” 

- - - 
Becca Nelson Sankey is a freelance writer and 

photographer in San Angelo.
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Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to creating 
and maintaining the safest possible en-
vironment for our children and vulner-
able adults. If you or someone you 
know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and you 
need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help you. 
To report incidents, call Lori Hines, 
Victim Assistance Coordinator, 325-
374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese of 
San Angelo, Victim Assistance Mini-

stry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, TX 
76902. If the incident occurred outside 
this diocese, our Victim Assistance Co-
ordinator will assist in bringing your 
concern to the attention of the appropri-
ate diocese.  Please keep in mind that 
one always has the right to report abuse 
to civil authorities, and civil law re-
quires that any abuse of a minor must 
be reported. To report about a bishop, 
the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting 
Service can be accessed by visiting Re-
portBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-
276-1562 (national hotline).

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cualquier 
persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y necesita 
un lugar para hablar con alguien sobre sus 
sentimientos de traición o herido por la 
Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayudarle. Para 
reportar incidentes, llame a Lori Hines, 
Coordinadora de Asistencia a Víctimas, 
325-374-7609 (celular), o escriba a la 
Diócesis de San Ángelo, Ministerio de 
Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 1829, San 

Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intérprete de espa-
ñol está disponible. Si el incidente ocurrió 
fuera de esta diócesis, nuestra Coordina-
dora de Asistencia a Victimas le ayudará a 
traer su preocupación a la atención de la 
diócesis correspondiente. Por favor, tenga 
en cuenta que uno siempre tiene el dere-
cho de reportar el abuso a las autoridades 
civiles, y la ley civil requiere que cualquier 
abuso de un menor de edad debe ser repor-
tado. Para reportar sobre un obispo, se 
puede acceder al Servicio de Reportes de 
Abuso de Obispos Católicos visitando Re-
portBishopAbuse.org o llamando al 800-
276-1562 (línea directa nacional).

Stay Connected with the 

Diocese of San Angelo

DOSA Mail 

 

The official Flocknote of the Diocese of 

San Angelo. Receive texts or emails with 

important news, updates, and messages 

from the diocese. 

 

Two ways to join: 

1) Text DOSA to 84576 

OR 

2) Visit https://app.flocknote.com/dosamail

Social Media 

 

Diocese of San Angelo on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

DioceseofSanAngelo 

 

Bishop Michael Sis on Twitter: 

@SABishopMike

On the Web 

 

www.sanangelodiocese.org

March 27, 2020: In the midst of the coronavirus pan-
demic, Pope Francis prays and delivers his extraordinary 
blessing urbi et orbi (to the city and the world) during an 
evening prayer service from St. Peter's Basilica at the 
Vatican. St. Peter’s Square was empty, and the service 
was livestreamed. 

March 5-8, 2021: Pope visits Iraq amidst sporadic 
violence continuing in the country and COVID-19. He 
honored those who remained faithful and worked to re-
build the country. 

July 4, 2021: The pope undergoes a three-hour 
scheduled surgery at a Rome hospital to remove part of 
his colon. Officials said it was required to treat diverticu-

litis, when bulging pouches in the lining of the intestine 
or colon become inflamed or infected. Throughout his 
pontificate he has suffered bouts of painful sciatica, and 
knee problems led him to start using a wheelchair in 
2022. 

July 24-29, 2022: Pope Francis makes "a penitential 
trip" to Canada to meet with, listen to and apologize to 
members of Canada's First Nation, Métis and Inuit com-
munities, especially those who experienced abuse or at-
tempts at forced assimilation at church-run residential 
schools. 

Jan. 5, 2023: Pope Francis presides over the funeral 
Mass for Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter's Square. It was 
the first time in more than 200 years that a pope cele-
brated the funeral of his predecessor. 

March 13, 2023: Pope Francis celebrates his 10th 
anniversary as pope.

TIMELINE 
 
Continued from Page 4

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre lieutenancy offers support to Holy Land

Local members of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem gathered at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in San Angelo for 
the order’s annual section meeting Feb. 11.

BECCA NELSON SANKEY



By Brian Bodiford 
West Texas Angelus 
 

On the afternoon of Feb. 26, Father Joe 
Barbieri entered the sanctuary of his parish as 
he does each Sunday, this time with the lights 
a little dimmer, the music a little softer. And 
with a shorter homily planned. This was the 
fifth Mass for individuals with special needs 
hosted by St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, cal-
ling for a slightly subdued, but still reverent, 
atmosphere. 

“I promise you that God sees and loves in 
you and your children what he sees and loves 
in his Son,” Father Barbieri told the crowd in 
his homily. The size of the crowd has in-
creased with each of these special needs 
Masses, but is still small. 

For Trix Manliclic, mother of Therese 
Justin “T. J.” Manliclic, “it means a lot” to 
have these Masses. “You feel like you belong. 
You’re not alone.” 

These Masses have helped encourage the 
family to reach out and connect with others 
who can benefit. Noting the increased atten-
dance, T. J.’s grandmother Way Muse said, 
“it’s growing!”  

“We were happy when it started,” Trix 
said, “We got so excited about it.” 

T. J.’s father, Ricky Manliclic, said he 
would love to see it more often, noting that 
the special needs Masses have happened 
roughly once a month, though there was not 
one in January. 

“Once a month! Once a month!” T. J. ex-
citedly joined in. 

“We always look forward to it,” Ricky 
said, Trix adding that they scan the parish bul-
letin for the next published date. “I hope it 
continues, not just at this parish, but at all 
Catholic parishes,” Ricky said. 

The Manliclic family aren’t the only ones 
hoping to see the ministry continue growing. 
One week before the most recent Mass for in-
dividuals with special needs, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton was the site of an adult confirma-
tion Mass that saw three of the individuals 
who have benefitted from the special Masses 
complete another of the Catholic Church’s 
sacraments, one that they or their families 
might have previously thought impossible. 

An increase in availability of catechesis 
and sacraments is something that Megan Gal-

van hopes to see. “By virtue of our baptism, 
we are promised a sacramental life,” she said. 
“They are promised a sacramental life,” she 
said of Catholics who are living with a dis-
ability. In fact, there is a resource from the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
titled “Guidelines for the Celebration of the 
Sacraments with Persons with Disabilities” 
that offers advice on how ministers can in-
crease access to all seven Catholic sacra-
ments. Galvan, whose son Ignacio, 9, lives 
with a disability, helped bring this guidance to 
her parish. 

Deacon José Gallegos’ daughter Dafne, 
31, was one of the adults confirmed at St. 
Elizabeth on Feb. 19. He first heard about the 
idea of Masses structured to help Catholics 
with disabilities when he attended the celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary of the modern 
diaconate in New Orleans in 2018. But, Dea-
con Gallegos said, there was “not enough 
knowledge about what was happening” until 
Galvan brought him the USCCB guidance 
pamphlet.  

“It was beautiful,” Deacon Gallegos said 
of his daughter’s confirmation, a Mass where 
he served. His wife, Leticia, added that Dafne 
sometimes walks around during Mass, but 
“when the bishop put the cross on her fore-
head” during the confirmation Mass, “she 
calmed down.” 

It’s just one example of the Holy Spirit at 
work in making this ministry a reality, Galvan 
says, a process which started when she, Dea-
con Gallegos, and Sgt. Patrick Chadwick, an 
Odessa police officer whom Father Barbieri 
accompanied on a ride-along, all three inde-
pendently had conversations with the pastor 
about some of the challenges of having a 
child with a disability. 

These conversations started the ball rol-
ling, and Galvan is noticing a change already. 
“There is now actually a shift to a culture of 
belonging, not just inclusion.” She described 
the idea of belonging thus: “If you weren’t 
here, this Mass wouldn’t be the same.” 

Making conscious efforts to encourage a 
sense of belonging among people with special 
needs can help educate all the faithful. 

“They can teach you something about 
your own faith,” Galvan said of sometimes-
sidelines parishioners. “Through them you 
can see the presence of God.”
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By Megan Galvan 
 
I am a proud Catholic who was wel-

comed into the fullness of the faith on April 
3, 2010.  My Catholic identity quickly took 
over every aspect of my life and being.  My 
love for the Eucharist and participating in 
the sacramental life of the church became 
my main driver for all that I do in this life.  
In July 2014, my husband Sylvester and I 
welcomed our first son, Ignacio Galvan. 
Within a few months of Ignacio’s birth, we 
started to notice some differences in him 
related to meeting developmental mile-
stones and his overall strength. We were re-
ferred to a geneticist and around Ignacio’s 
first birthday we discovered that he was 
born with an extra part of his 18th chromo-
some, resulting in a diagnosis of Tetrasomy 
18P. While the initial diagnosis of a disabil-
ity was hard to come to terms with, I can 
say with 100 percent certainty now that Ig-
nacio, like all of our children, was created 
in God’s most holy and precious image. Ig-
nacio’s faith and love for God and his 
church challenge me daily to be a more 
faithful Catholic.   

Taking Ignacio to Mass, confession, 
and other events within the church has 
sometimes been met with challenges. Al-
though we are always careful to respect the 
sacred and holy silence within the church, 
there have been times when Ignacio be-
comes overstimulated with the music or 
amount of people within the church, result-
ing in either a loud expression of praise or 
an outright meltdown.  On any given Sun-
day, we oftentimes find ourselves in the far-
thest part of the narthex or just outside the 
doors of the church to respect others’ wor-
ship and also allow him to feel less stimu-
lated in his environment.   

Our family is blessed to be parishioners 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in 
Odessa, Texas. The pastor, deacons, and 

parishioners have been an unwavering sup-
port for our family and the disabled com-
munity within the parish. I wish to 
communicate to all clergy and Catholic pa-
rishioners within the church some real and 
tangible practices that I have witnessed our 
pastor, deacons, and fellow parishioners do 
that have helped to contribute to creating a 
culture of belonging for individuals with 
disabilities within our parish. The cultural 
shift within any parish starts first with the 
pastor and slowly trickles down to every 
person within the church. I have worked 
with clergy as they actively listen to the 
needs and experiences of individuals with 
disabilities and respond lovingly to that 
overarching theme many of us experience, 
such as feeling isolated and marginalized 
within the community and the church.  The 
action taken in response to these experi-
ences was to create a sensory-friendly Mass 
intended to serve those Catholics with dis-
abilities, and their families, who find it ex-
tremely challenging to attend a typical 
Sunday Mass.  

The first Mass for individuals with dis-
abilities and their families took place on 
April 3, 2022, exactly 12 years from when I 
was first welcomed into full communion 
with the Catholic Church. This new wel-
coming into the church took place with 
very minimal accommodations that in-
cluded lower lighting, softer music, a 
shorter homily, and prayers of the faithful 
reflecting the disabled community as a 
whole.  It was the first time I was able to 
truly witness Ignacio’s faith and knowledge 
of the Mass within the sanctuary itself. 
Here is this full-of-life, non-verbal child 
mouthing all the responses, prayers, and 
songs within the Mass. After I witnessed 
the faith of not just my son but many others 
with disabilities, I wanted to get the word 
out to others about the Mass. I wanted to 
encourage everyone to attend regardless of 

their abilities. I wanted them to know that 
they, too, can learn from the faith and love 
that this often-overlooked community has 
to offer. Not long after the first Mass, I was 
asked to make an announcement about the 
disabilities Mass, accompanied by a short 
testimony about Ignacio and our family. It 
didn’t take long for me to witness a shift in 
culture within the church due to the very 
welcoming practice of greeting all before 
and after Mass, hosting the sensory-
friendly Mass, and allowing for an open di-
alog to occur about this new and special 
ministry.   

I believe the most influential act of 
love shown by our pastor, Father Joe Bar-
bieri, that helped contribute to creating a 
culture of belonging within the church, is 
his unmatched ability to treat every person 
with dignity and respect no matter their be-
havior. Allow me to illustrate by detailing 
two very profound moments for me as a 
caregiver of a child with a disability. The 
first interaction happened while Father Joe 
was giving his homily at the Mass for indi-
viduals with disabilities.  As Father Joe was 
speaking, Ignacio decided that he was 
going to throw the hymnal at him in the 
middle of his homily. Father Joe lovingly 
told Ignacio that he was not done preaching 
yet and that it was his turn to talk, and he 
would be done in a minute. The other en-
counter occurred one Sunday as I was 
pushing Ignacio up to the front of the 
church so I could receive Holy Commun-
ion. Ignacio was excited by the music, so 
he proceeded to clap, sing, and scream with 
excitement. Father Joe voiced to the con-
gregation, “That is Ignacio … everyone 
please say hi to Ignacio.”  

Father Joe’s response of loving sits be-
tween two undesirable responses that could 
have occurred on those occasions. The first 
undesirable response would have been to 
get upset with Ignacio and either give him 

the dreaded “look” or ask us to leave. The 
second undesirable response would have 
been to completely ignore Ignacio and fail 
to recognize him or his actions as being a 
part of who he is as a human being created 
in God’s holy image. On both those occa-
sions he showed Ignacio true love and 
stewardship, accepting him for who he is, 
and who he is not. It has been months since 
these incidents occurred and I can say with 
confidence that Ignacio feels more loved 
and accepted by our church than I have 
ever witnessed before. Many parishioners, 
both known and unknown to me, greet him 
and speak to him every Sunday. Deacons 
come and give high fives and fists bumps 
as we enter and leave the church. It is im-
portant for everyone reading this to know 
that pastors, deacons, and parishioners can 
make a conscious effort to help create 
within their own parish a culture of belong-
ing to a group of sometimes-marginalized 
individuals. I am excited to announce that 
there are also discussions being held on 
how to help better serve and catechize indi-
viduals with disabilities so that they are 
able to share in the sacramental life of the 
church as promised through their baptism.   

“Every man and every woman, in wha-
tever condition they find themselves, is the 
bearer not only of rights that must be rec-
ognized and guaranteed, but also of even 
deeper needs, such as the need to belong, to 
relate and to cultivate his/her spiritual life 
to so as to experience it to its fullness and 
bless the Lord for this unique and wonder-
ful gift.” — Pope Francis on International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD), 
which is celebrated on Dec. 3. 

Please keep in prayer these initiatives 
and all individuals and families living a 
joyful and full life with a disability.   

- - - 
Megan Galvan is a parishioner of St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton parish in Odessa. 

Creating a culture of belonging for all God’s children

Special needs ministry growing at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

T. J. Manliclic received the Eucharist from Father Joe Barbieri at a Mass Feb. 26. This was the 
fifth Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton with minor accommodations to make the Mass more ac-
cessible to individuals with special needs.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Bishop Michael Sis anointed Dafne Gallegos at an adult confirmation Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish in Odessa Feb. 19.
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By Lupe Chavez 
 

I’ve been a member of La Sociedad Guadalupana at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in San Angelo for about 15 years, 
and it has been my pleasure to serve as the president for 
the last couple of years. We have had many devoted, car-
ing members over the years and have lost many. But here 
we still are. Still devoted to Our Lady of Guadalupe. The 
objective of the Sociedad Guadalupana is to work, play, 
and pray in the best interest of our parish and the Socie-
dad in the name of Our Lady of Gudadalupe. 

La Sociedad has been very active in our parish since 
it started. I am happy to say that we have several of the 
original members that are still active, Jane and Alfred 
Hernandez, Manuel and Amanda Gonzales, Marcy and 
Pete Rodriguez, just to name a few. Many contributions 
have been made on behalf of the Sociedad to our parish 
community and we are always ready to help wherever we 
are needed. 

During the year we have several events scheduled. 
For many years we have been taking trips to La Basilica 
of our Lady of San Juan del Valle. Our trips usually start 
at 6 a.m. Saturday morning and come back on Sunday 
evening. The last few trips, we left at midnight Friday 
and came back on Monday evening. We’d get into San 
Juan around 8 in the morning, where we were welcomed 
by Sister Rose Narvay with a short itinerary of what we 
were going to be doing. 

None of these trips would have been possible without 
our fearless leader Manuel Gonzales. He is the one that 
would get everything together for us. From getting buses 
for these trips, reserving rooms, making all the room ar-
rangements (which weren’t easy at times), and getting 
things in order with Sister Rose or whoever was in 
charge wherever we went. 

We always had a bus full, mostly ladies. So, you 
might imagine how that was: AWESOME!!! The men 
would just sit back and see what was going to happen 
next, but everyone aboard was full of the Holy Spirit. We 
would always say that not only did we have a bus full of 
pilgrims and a fearless leader, but what better way to 
travel than to have a Pope drive us everywhere? That 
would be our bus driver, Donald Pope. He drove us for 
many years before his son came in to help. We prayed the 
rosary, sang songs, and tried to get a movie in. And it 
wouldn’t be a trip if we didn’t beg the driver to stop at 
the fruit stands we passed along the way, but of course he 
ignored us and kept driving. 

Once there, we would begin with a short retreat then 
go visit nearby churches. We were privileged to visit a 
church with cloistered nuns where we were able to pray 
the Divine Mercy. We also visited the Shrine of St. Jude 
and St. Joseph church, where an airplane crashed into the 
building on Oct. 23, 1970. The only thing that stayed 
standing was the church tower that still stands behind the 
rebuilt St. Joseph Church. 

The last Saturday of each month, the Basilica has a 
healing Mass. I have never witnessed such emotions as 
this Mass had on the people. I saw many people fall in 
the Holy Spirit. It was an awesome experience I will 
never forget. The next morning we got up and walked 
along a beautiful path praying the life-like Stations of the 
Cross. After a nice lunch we were back on the road 
home. 

But the trips don’t end there. We were able to make 
several trips to Santa Fe and Chimayo, New Mexico. Still 
a long trip, but in the other direction. We visited the 
winding staircase in Santa Fe, which has 2 unexplained 
mysteries: the identity of the builder, and the physics of 
the structure having no nails. The story is of a group of 
nuns of the Loretto Chapel praying that a carpenter 
would come and build a staircase up to the choir loft. A 
carpenter came one day and built the staircase without a 
hammer or nails. Two 360-degree turns, no center sup-
port, and no explanation on why it keeps standing.  

We visited the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Francis of Assisi, which is considered the 
mother church of the Archdiocese of Santa 
Fe. We were very blessed to be able to cele-
brate Mass in many basilicas, parishes, and 
chapels. 

From there we traveled to Chimayo, New 
Mexico, where we visited El Santuario de 
Chimayo. El Santuario sits on the West Slope 
of Sangre de Cristo Mountains. It's consid-
ered to be one of the most famous shrines in 
the American Southwest. It’s known as the 
Lourdes of the Americas. It is a place of pil-
grimage and healing visited by people from 
all over the world. 

This little chapel is also known for “the 
pozito,” a small pit that is filled with holy dirt 
that people take to help for healing. Right 
next door was the Chapel of El Santo Niño de 
Atocha, where baby shoes are left for El 
Santo Niño to be able to travel to heal people. 
Many items have been left as proof of his mi-
racles, such as wheelchairs, braces, and dis-
carded canes. It was a beautiful trip. I feel 
that everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and each one, wherever we went, came back 
with a sense of healing, whether it be for 
them or for someone else. 

So back home we go. At the beginning of 
the year, we set a calendar of events that we 
plan to do during the year. It usually starts 
with a Lenten Retreat, where we have been 
blessed to have wonderful guest speakers. We 
pray the Via Crucis and celebrate Holy Week. We help 
with Friday dinners during Lent for the parishioners. 

We usually have a few bake sales during the year, as 
well as any other events that might spring up for us to do. 
For instance, this last year we helped with several events 
such as our summer festival, where we hosted bingo, a 
“trunk or treat” for our religious education students, our 
Thanksgiving dinner in appreciation for all our parishio-
ners, and then cookie decorating to celebrate St. Nicolas. 

One of our biggest events is our tamale sale. I believe 
this has been going on since La Sociedad was estab-
lished. Here too, we have had many members over the 
years that helped make our tamale sale a success. This 
past year we were blessed to have so many people come 
and help. It always turns into a fellowship, but did re-
quire teamwork. Fellowship, because everyone enjoyed 
each other's company and got together to talk and laugh; 
teamwork, because we all had to come together from the 
start to the finish. 

Tamales take a lot of work, starting with mixing the 
masa, cooking the meat, and soaking the husks. Once all 
that is done, the tamale making begins. We used to make 
300 dozen, but the pandemic sort of put a damper on 
things. Last year our goal was 150 dozen, but we ended 
up with 170 which, thanks be to God, all sold. Once the 
tamales are done, we sell them after each Mass.  

Then comes the time we wait for each year, the feast 
day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12. We start 
out praying a novena to Our Lady, which involves the 
story of Juan Diego, an Aztec Indian to whom Our Lady 
appeared on Dec. 12, 1531. She requested that he deliver 
a message to the bishop to have a church be built there in 
that location on Tepeyac Hill. The bishop at first didn’t 
believe him and requested a sign from Our Lady. Juan 
Diego went back and told Our Lady. She asked him to 
gather some roses on the other side of the hill, which he 
did in his tilma, and took them to the bishop. Once he got 
back to the church, he opened his tilma (cloak) and all 
the roses fell to the ground, revealing the image of Mary 
which is now venerated in the basilica in Mexico City. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe holds a special place in our reli-
gious life and devotions. 

The feast day consisted of the manañitas at 6 a.m. in 
the church where we would come together and serenade 
Our Lady with beautiful music. We would have a me-
nudo/burrito breakfast with champurrado, pan dulce, 
chocolate, coffee and doughnuts. We usually process 
around the block praying the rosary and singing, but this 
last year we had a city-wide procession from St. Mary’s 
Parish led by his Excellency Bishop Michael Sis. We had 
parishioners from all around San Angelo. Afterwards, ev-
eryone gathered for tamales, beans, rice, burritos, and, 
again, a lot of pan dulce, champurrado, and many other 
sweets. (Ya’ll probably think: all they do is eat! What can 
I say, everything is always so good). 

And just when you thought it was over, it isn’t. On 
Jan. 6 we celebrate el Dia de los Reyes, or the Epiphany. 
This is the story of the three wise men that were led from 
the east by a star to Bethlehem to witness the birth of 
Jesus. Each brought a gift. King Melchior brought gold 
symbolizing that Jesus was born to be king. King Gaspar 
brought incense symbolizing that Jesus was the son of 
God and King Balthasar brought myrrh, which is used to 
anoint the dead, a premonition of the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. This feast day marks the end of the Christ-
mas celebration. We usually make this our day to thank 
our members for all the help, support, and time they de-
vote to La Sociedad during the year. We usually gather 
for a meal, exchange gifts, and partake in the “Rosca,” a 
bread made in the shape of a crown, where a porcelain 
baby Jesus figure is placed. Whoever gets that piece is 
supposed to host a party on el Dia de la Candelaria, 
(that’s another story). 

It is very important to keep our Sociedad — I would 
say “going,” but what I need to say is “growing.” We 
need new members to step up, especially young people, 
couples especially, to help keep the tradition going for 
our children. Anyone is welcome to join. We have a Mass 
the 2nd Sunday of every month at Sacred Heart Cathe-
dral at 12 noon, where we venerate Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, and pray a rosary. We normally meet the same day. 

As you can see, the journey hasn’t been easy, but is 
totally worth it. 

 
QUE VIVA LA VIRGEN DE GUADALUPE! 
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Viva la Virgen! Cathedral’s Guadalupana Society celebrates 45 years

The Guadalupana Society may be known for their tamales, but members 
know the group is more than masa. The group, dedicated to the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, has many service and pilgrimage opportunities throughout the 
year.

COURTESY

COURTESY

The Spanish Cursillo Movement in the Diocese of San Angelo has a 
new lay director, Mr. Raul Castañeda (left), and a new spiritual advisor, 
Deacon Francisco Ocampo (right), pictured here with Bishop Michael 
Sis. The lay director in English is Tereza Rico Miller, and the spiritual 
advisor in English is Deacon Orlando Mendoza.

New leadership for  

Spanish Cursillo
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Mark your  

calendars
March 11 

Abby Johnson at Project Rachel Benefit 

Dinner 

St. Stephen Catholic Church, Midland 
 

St. Stephen Church will host a benefit dinner for Proj-
ect Rachel, a ministry for post-abortion healing, in the Di-
ocese of San Angelo. The dinner will be 7 p.m., Saturday, 
March 11. Tickets are available at 
sanangelodiocese.org/project-rachel. FMI: projectra-
chel@sanangelodiocese.org. 
 
March 14 

Healing Mass 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Abilene 
 

A Healing Mass of the Holy Spirit and anointing of 
the sick will be held Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at Sacred 
Heart Fellowship Hall, 1618 S. 8th St. in Abilene, begin-
ning at 6:30 in the evening. The theme is “Reach Out and 
Touch the Lord” (Mark 6:56).  Father Albert Ezeanya is 
celebrant and preacher. Music by Hearts in One Accord.  

Sponsored by the Diocese of San Angelo Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal Service Committee.  EVERYONE 
IS INVITED! 
 
March 24–27 
Encounter with God’s Call Weekend 
Conception Seminary College, Conception, 
MO 
 

Young men: Is God calling you? Come spend a few 
days to encounter God’s call in your life. Visit the semi-
nary, meet other young men who wish to do God’s will, 
enjoy a free trip, and take time to pray in a beautiful at-
mosphere. FMI: vocation@sanangelodiocese.org. 
 
April 22 

Magnificat Prayer Breakfast 

St. Margaret Catholic Church Parish Hall, 

San Angelo 
 

San Angelo’s Our Lady of Fatima Chapter of Magnifi-
cat will host guest speaker Bridget Costello at St. Marga-
ret of Scotland Church’s Parish Hall for a prayer breakfast 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Tickets are $20 and must be pur-
chased by April 20. See the flier on this page for more in-
formation. 

By Lea Kelley 
 
Angelo Catholic School is full of activity this spring. 

We celebrated Catholic Schools Week with a classroom 
door decorating contest, ice cream for our students, and a 
delicious luncheon to honor our staff. Basketball season 
has ended, and we are so proud of our Eagles. They 
showed grit and determination in every game, and we are 
excited about next year’s season. Emmy Sparks (8th) and 
Brogan Bailey (5th) represented ACS at the Area Spelling 
Bee. Congratulations to both on their success at the Spell-
ing Bee. The science fair returned after a two-year absence, 
and our students knocked it out of the park with their proj-
ects. Winners were chosen by judges from Goodfellow Air 
Force Base and announced from each middle school class. 
Carlos Rodriguez (5th), Micaela Chavez (6th), Sam Reil-
man (7th), and Emmy Sparks (8th) earned first place for 
their respective grades. Sam Reilman took the award for 
overall science fair champion. Congratulations to all the 
participants on their hard work.  

We held our first-ever Eagles vs. alumni basketball 
game on Feb. 16, and it was an exciting evening seeing all 
the students of past years. Once an Eagle, always an Eagle.  

Our faculty will be attending the National Catholic 

Educational Association conference in Irving from April 
11–13. The NCEA conference is a one-of-a-kind event that 
brings together Catholic and other religious educators from 
across the United States, Canada, and other countries to 
exchange ideas and debut cutting-edge research and tech-
nologies related to education.  Please keep them in prayer 
as they travel and learn new methods to bring back to 
ACS.  

We are gearing up for San Angelo Gives on May 2. 
San Angelo Gives is a powerful online fundraising event 
powered by the San Angelo Area Foundation that will 
unite our community around important causes. San Angelo 
Gives is a great way to find and support organizations 
whose mission aligns with your passions. Please contact 
our office at 325-949-1747 by April 28 to donate to the 
Angelo Catholic School San Angelo Gives campaign, but 
do not wish to do so online. The donations made during 
San Angelo Gives help provide ACS with technology up-
grades, STEM equipment, music, and athletic upgrades. 
Please consider donating during this philanthropic cam-
paign to support our school.  

- - - 
Lea Kelley is director of recruitment and marketing at 

Angelo Catholic School.

Accolades and upgrades at Angelo Catholic School

COURTESY

Angelo Catholic School basketball

Fellowship abounds at Holy Family Parish

COURTESY

By Barbara Moore 
 
Holy Family Catholic Church in Abi-

lene, Texas, has been hosting monthly 
events called Meet Me @ the Table since 
November of 2022. These evenings bring a 
large group of Catholics to the parish center, 
which is beautifully decorated, for a deli-
cious homemade dinner provided by differ-
ent parishioners and groups within our 
parish. The lights are low, the music is play-
ing, and the conversations and laughter fill 
the room. There is live praise music, a talk 
given by our own Father Adam Droll, time 
for discussion at the tables, and a short Q & 
A with Father Droll after. This year’s events 
are covering a different sacrament each 
month. We have covered baptism, confirma-

tion, confession, and the Eucharist already. 
The buzz around church sounds like 

this: “I look forward to them. It strengthens 
my faith and brings us together in a positive 
way,” said Tiffany Garcia. 

“I really enjoyed the Meet Me @The 
Table that focused on confession. It felt like 
such an intimate conversation with Father 
Adam, yet there were almost 200 of us en-
joying dinner together. I love Father Adam’s 
humor and laid-back approach as we discuss 
some of the toughest topics. These dinners 
are building up the Body of Christ in a pow-
erful way,” said Karen Light. 

We have been amazed at the turnout and 
interest in these special events. Registration 
usually fills up within 24 hours and we aver-
age 150 to 180 people each time. In De-

cember, we were able to bring our confirma-
tion class and their sponsors to gain some 
special time with Father Droll as they pre-
pare to receive the sacrament in April. 
People have been very excited to attend and 
have loved the food. But even more, they 
are enjoying learning more about their faith, 
having the chance to meet new people, and 
discussing what they are learning with each 
other. We have three more to go and are al-
ready planning for the next series of talks 
when these are finished. 

If you’d like to watch any of Father 
Adam Droll’s talks, you can visit www.holy-
familyabilene.org and find them on our 
homepage. You can also see them on our 
YouTube channel 
(@holyfamilyabilene.org).

The parish center at Holy Family Church in Abilene was packed full for a recent Meet Me @ The Table event.

COURTESY

A boy bears an abundance of beads at Holy 
Family’s annual Mardi Gras event Feb. 18 in 
Abilene. The parish council provided a meal 
of gumbo and red beans and rice to accom-
pany music, dancing, crafts, and games.
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Magnificat Prayer Breakfast 
 

And He said to them all , you must forget yourself, take up your 
cross every day, and follow me.   Luke 9:23 

Date:  Saturday, April 22, 2023        
Time:  9:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m.  Doors open at 8:00 a.m. 
Location:  St. Margaret Catholic Church Parish Hall   
                  2619 Era Street, San Angelo, TX 76905 
 Guest Speaker: 
Bridget Costello 

 

 

 

 
 

Tickets must be purchased in advance.  Tickets will not be sold at the door.  Ticket 
sales end April 20, 2023.  Tickets cost $20 per person.  Tickets can be purchased: 

 Online:  www.eventbrite.com ($20 plus fee) 
 Mail in:  Magnificat, 1629 E. Harris, San Angelo, TX 76903 (payable to Magnificat) 
 Contact:  Vickie (325) 812-3852; Betty (325) 650-1154; Elvira (325) 315-5978 

Tickets for priests, deacon, religious brothers and sisters are complimentary, reservations are 
required.  Contact Mary: (325) 245-6663 

Bridget Costello is a cradle Catholic.  She is actively involved in the 
pro-life movement and has coordinated, animated, and directed 
countless retreats, pilgrimages, mission trips, youth rallies, and 
conferences.  She is a contributing author at Church Pop, and her 
work has been featured by EWTN, ANS-Agenzia Info Salesiana, The 
Christian Circle, and more.  She is a member of the Association of 
Salesian Cooperators(ASC), is proficient in the Preventative System 
of St. John Bosco and is a full time missionary.  

April 24–27 

Level 1 Catechist Training 

Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, San Angelo 
 

All are welcome to join Sacred Heart Cathedral as we 
host Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Level One Cate-
chist training April 24-27. CGS is a common religious 
experience involving children and adults in which the re-
ligious values of childhood, primarily those values of 
contemplation and enjoyment of God, are predominant. 
This experience is shared in a place particularly prepared 
for the religious life of children called the Atrium. 

Catechist training is hands-on and will continue over 
4 sessions (approx. 90 hours). The training is multi-
faceted and the catechists will experience practical les-
son training, spiritual retreat, and theological 
background.  

Please contact Tricia Gonzales with any questions 
and to sign up! re@sanangelocathedral.org 
 
 
April 28–30 

Lady in Blue Commemoration 

San Angelo 
 

Historic Beginnings of San Angelo commemorates 
Sor María de Jesús de Ágreda, the “Lady in Blue” who 
brought Christianity to the Jumano people of the Concho 
Valley in the 1600s. Join us for a variety of events in San 
Angelo to celebrate, honor, and dedicate Sor María de 
Jesús de Ágreda and the Jumano people as part of our 
Historic Beginnings. More information to come. 
 
 
April 29 

Cemetery Cleanup 

Calvary Catholic Cemetery, San Angelo 
 

On April 29, cemetery personnel will remove all 
flowers as well as all unauthorized items. The cemetery 
gates will be closed from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please remove 
any items you wish to keep before 6 p.m. April 28. See 
announcement on Page 20. 
 
 
May 15 

Rural Life Mass 

Connolly Ranch near Tuscola 
 

The Diocese of San Angelo’s annual Rural Life Mass, 
celebrated by Bishop Michael J. Sis, will take place on 
Monday, May 15, 2023, the feast day of St. Isidore the 
Farmer, at the Connolly game ranch near Tuscola. More 
information to come. 
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Living the faith in West Texas and beyond

COURTESYCOURTESY

COURTESY

COURTESY

Father Ryan Rojo leads an Ash Wednesday service at Midland College Feb. 22.

Couples from around the diocese recently completed a Natural Family Planning training at the 
conclusion of an Engaged Encounter weekend at Christ the King Retreat Center in San Angelo.

Bear Woznick was the speaker at the West Texas Cath-
olic Men’s Conference held at the Cathedral of the 
Sacred Heart in San Angelo Feb. 25.

On January 21, 2023, the Legion of Mary Our Lady of the Ark of the Covenant Curia had their first curia meeting of the 
year at Sacred Heart Cathedral. The curia is the body that oversees the work of the presidiums in their assigned area. 
The presidiums from Abilene and San Angelo come together once a month to discuss Legion updates, the works that 
each presidium has been done, and to address any questions that have arisen. At this meeting, members read from the 
Legion of Mary Handbook on “The Holy Spirit operates always with her,” which discussed how Mary plays a role in our 
life in God and grace. Deacon Freddy Medina, spiritual director of the San Angelo Presidium, gave us a beautiful and 
thought-provoking meditation on what was read and posed questions to ponder. An interesting discussion followed.  
A large portion of the meeting was spent discussing the Marian/Eucharistic Conference coming up on May 6, 2023, at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in San Angelo. This conference will be open to all, so mark your calendar and plan to come to this 
interesting and blessed event. 
If you would like to join the Legion of Mary in your area or would like more information, please contact: 
Abilene: Steven Teehee, 619-992-3580 
Big Spring: Gloria Rodriguez, 432-813-1230 
Midland — San Miguel Archangel: Lorenzo Losoya, 432-269-1445 
Odessa — St. Mary's: Ruby Esquivel, 432-269-2526 
Odessa — St. Anthony's: Socorro Morales, 432-212-2737 
San Angelo: Chris Garcia at 325-812-5008 or Letty Ruiz at 325-650-2922 

Adult confirmation at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Odessa Feb. 19.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY Conception Seminary College recently took third place in the Mundelein Seminary invitational basketball tournament. 
Sabastine Nwosu and Angel Rios from the Diocese of San Angelo were on the team. Jesus Martinez, another San 
Angelo seminarian, was the assistant coach.  

COURTESY

Sister Elizabeth Villegas, OND, Sister Maria Theresa Arzagon, OND, and Sister Alicia Realino, OND, waved as they were 
recognized at the annual Knights of Columbus Clergy Appreciation Dinner in Midland Feb. 10.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

Parishioners from communities in Midland, St. Lawrence, San Angelo, and Wall stood atop the Mount of Beatitudes during a recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
led by Msgr. Larry Droll, pastor of St. Ann Parish in Midland.

BETH NIEHUES

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

Bishop Michael Sis displays his zucchetto as he ex-
plains the significance of signs and symbols in the 
Catholic Mass during a Teaching Mass at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish in Midland Feb. 16. The zucchetto is 
the small skullcap a bishop wears under his bigger, 
taller hat, which is known as a miter. Learn more about 
the signs and symbols of the Mass at the last Teaching 
Mass Bishop Sis has scheduled April 11 at Holy Angels 
Parish in San Angelo. Recordings of previous Teaching 
Masses in English and Spanish can be viewed at 
https://sanangelodiocese.org/eucharistic-revival,



Q: If someone is dying, can anyone hear their con-
fession and offer absolution? (Fredericksburg, PA) 

A: No. Only an ordained priest has the power to forgive 
sins sacramentally in Jesus' name. Even in an emergency, 
non-ordained laypeople are not able to confer absolution; 
nor can Catholic deacons, even though they are ordained. 

Interestingly (and only if there is a real danger of immi-
nent death), a priest who, for a variety of reasons, may have 
lost his priestly faculties can still validly confer sacramen-
tal absolution upon a dying penitent. A "faculty" in this 
sense is the permission from the legitimate authority, (gen-
erally the local diocesan bishop), for a priest to celebrate 
certain sacraments. For some sacraments, including the 
sacrament of penance, this faculty is needed not only so 
that the sacrament may be licit, but also for its validity (see 
Canon 966 of the Code of Canon Law). 

To be sure, most parish priests you encounter will in-
deed have the faculty to hear confessions. A priest might 
lack this faculty in a few unusual scenarios, such as being 
deemed incapable of the good judgment needed to counsel 
penitents appropriately (e.g., perhaps due to severe physical 
or mental illness), or if he is under some sort of canonical 
punishment like excommunication. In some situations even 
a priest in good standing may not have the faculty to ab-
solve certain egregiously grave sins (such as desecration of 
the Blessed Sacrament or making an attempt on the life of 
the pope) in a particular instance. 

However, in danger of death, the church's law itself is 
the authority giving the faculty to grant sacramental abso-
lution. As we read in Canon 976: "Even though a priest 
lacks the faculty to hear confessions, he absolves validly 
and licitly any penitents whatsoever in danger of death 
from any censures and sins, even if an approved priest is 
present." 

That being said, hopefully you never find yourself in 
danger of death and without a priest! If this happens, the 
best thing to do is make a sincere act of contrition and have 
trust in God's mercy. But this also underscores the impor-
tance of going to confession regularly, so that we're always 
as prepared as we can be should the unexpected happen. 

 
 
Q: Our whole Mass is the "Novus Ordo" in English 

but the pastor insists on using Kyrie eleison and also has 
us chanting the "Lamb of God" prayer in Latin. Does 
this invalidate the Mass? (Ocean Pines, MD) 

A: It's perfectly valid to use Latin chant in the "Novus 
Ordo" Mass. 

Often Catholics will refer to the pre-Vatican II missal 
as the "TLM" or "Traditional Latin Mass," but this is some-
what of a misnomer. All our liturgical prayers are originally 
written in Latin, and translations are always made from this 
Latin "master copy." So technically, the "Novus Ordo" is 
also a Latin Mass. 

As Latin "Roman" Catholics, whose faith comes to us 
by way of the ministry of the apostle Peter as the first 
bishop of Rome, Latin is our traditional liturgical language. 
Even while it's important that we be able to follow along 
with the liturgy and understand what we are praying, it's 
also good to keep in touch with our heritage. As the Second 
Vatican Council document Sacrosanctum Concilium says:  
" … steps should be taken so that the faithful may also be 
able to say or to sing together in Latin those parts of the Or-
dinary of the Mass which pertain to them" (No. 54). 

- - - 
Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds a licentiate in canon 

law, is a consecrated virgin and a canonist whose column 
appears weekly at OSV News. Send your questions to Cath-
olicQA@osv.com.
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What the church teaches about evangelization
By Lorene Hanley Duquin 
OSV News 

 
A friend, who has been away from the church for 

years, starts to reminisce about growing up Catholic. A co-
worker tells you that she was baptized Catholic but never 
received any other sacraments. A neighbor begins to ask 
questions about God after the death of his wife. A family 
member joins a non-denominational Bible study and be-
gins to criticize the Catholic Church. A stranger sitting 
next to you on an airplane admits that he was raised Cath-
olic, but no longer goes to Mass. 

These common, everyday events are all opportunities 
for evangelization. Unfortunately, too many Catholics 
don’t understand their role in the evangelization process. 
As a result, people who are struggling in their relationship 
with God or the Catholic Church are often ignored. 

It is as St. John Paul II said, “There exists today the 
clear need for a New Evangelization.” 

 

What is evangelization? 
According to the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, evangelization means “bringing the Good News 
of Jesus into every human situation.” Evangelization leads 
to conversion. 

As Catholics, we believe that conversion is an ongo-
ing process throughout our lives that brings us into closer 
union with God through Jesus Christ and his Gospel mes-
sage. Sometimes, conversion is a dramatic event that 
shakes us to the core of ourselves. Other times, it happens 
quietly as we are drawn toward new understandings and 
insights. Conversion is always the work of the Holy Spirit. 
But the Holy Spirit uses ordinary people and events to 
bring about conversion. When you allow the Holy Spirit 
to work through you to bring someone to conversion, you 
have discovered the essence of what it means to evangel-
ize. 

 
Why do we need to evangelize? 
Before ascending into Heaven, Jesus commanded us 

to evangelize when he said, “Go, therefore, and make dis-
ciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19-20). 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus used a variety of im-
ages about the need to evangelize. He talked about catch-
ing fish (Lk 5:10), sowing seeds (Mk 4:1-9), lighting a 
lamp (Mk 4: 21-25), and how few workers there were for 
the harvest (Lk 10:2). He told stories about great rejoicing 
over a lost coin, a lost sheep, and a prodigal son (Lk 15:1-
32). 

Jesus was the first and greatest evangelizer. He came 
to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom of God. We 
see in his teaching, his miracles, his interaction with 
people, and his sending out of the disciples, the example 
of his own evangelizing activity. If we want to follow in 
the footsteps of Christ, then we must become evange-
lizers, too. 

 
Who needs to be evangelized? 
Children need to be evangelized in order to grow in 

faith and understanding. Inactive Catholics, who no longer 
attend Mass regularly, need to be evangelized so that they 
can return to a life of active faith. Alienated Catholics who 
have left the church need to be evangelized so they know 
how much we miss them and want them to return. People 
who have no faith need to be evangelized so they can be 
welcomed into a new life with Christ and the church. 
Most of all, we need to be evangelized ourselves in order 
to strengthen our relationship with Jesus Christ and the 
church. 

 
How do we evangelize? 
There are four essential elements in the process of 

evangelization. 
1. Listening. The most sacred thing a person can share 

is his or her own story. When we listen, we enter into a 
person’s heart, mind, and soul. We see their search for 
meaning. We catch a glimpse of their struggle or their 
pain. 

2. Sharing our faith. We can share what our faith 
means to us in words by telling others how the Holy Spirit 
has worked in our lives. We can also share our faith 
through actions that demonstrate the ways in which we try 
to live authentically the Gospel message. 

3. Extending an invitation. It might be an invitation to 
come to Mass or to some Catholic devotion, to talk with a 
priest or spiritual adviser, to read a book or pamphlet, to 
listen to a lecture, to assist in some ministry, to pray to-
gether, or to attend a parish social event. 

4. Praying. St. John Paul II tells us, “There must be 
unceasing prayer to nourish the desire to carry Christ to all 
men and women.” 

While all of these elements are essential, the impor-
tant thing to remember is that there is no step-by-step 
recipe for evangelization. The Holy Spirit will use your 
natural gifts and talents for the work of evangelization if 
you are open and willing. Before long, you’ll begin to see 
that you’ve developed your own style of evangelization! 

 
What kind of evangelizer are you? 
People have different preferences for how they share 

the Good News of Jesus Christ with others. Here are some 
examples: 

— Some people are active. They might help clean the 
church or help with the parish clothing drive. They evan-
gelize by inviting others to join them. One woman decided 
to become Catholic after a friend invited her to help at the 
parish soup kitchen. 

— Some people have had difficult lives and they can 
relate to others in similar situations. They evangelize by 
sharing how their Catholic faith helped them through a 
death in the family, an illness, or some other difficulty. 

— Some people are willing to share their own per-
sonal story of being away from the church for a while and 
finding a new life in Christ when they returned. 

— Some people like to study the Catholic faith and 
share what they’ve learned with others. They evangelize 
by becoming catechists, RCIA team members, or by be-
coming involved in adult education and apologetics. 

— Some people love to meet new people. They evan-
gelize by helping to make the parish more welcoming. 
One lapsed Catholic came back to the church after some-
one in the pews asked if he would like to join the choir. 

 
See EVANGELIZATION, Page 18 

Jenna Marie Cooper 
OSV News 

 
Question Corner

Can laypeople ever absolve sins?  
Chanting in 'Novus Ordo'



In a few weeks, we will be celebrating two very sig-
nificant creation days: World Water Day, March 22, and 
World Earth Day, April 22. These two days, while dis-
tinct, are obviously very closely linked and flow together 
as they focus on the great God-given gift of creation, our 
planet, and its relationship to the wider universe. They 
flow together as water is the major component of our 
earth, as oceans form the biggest surface of earth, and all 
life on earth depends on water. And earth, with what is 
underneath it and on top of it, with its atmosphere, is the 
major source for producing water. These two wonderful 
creation days are closely linked, while each focuses on a 
special dimension of our common home, earth. 

In this presentation, I give a brief description of 
World Water Day and World Earth Day and their meaning 
for the planet on which we live, and how the theme and 
purpose of each day is a call for all humanity to show 
much greater appreciation and respect for our planet, 
which Pope Francis calls our “Common Home.” The pope 
points out specific ways all humans can show greater con-
cern and care for mother earth and how we can protect it 
from more abuse and destruction by us humans. As guard-
ians of the environment, we are to ensure the proper bal-
ance of the ecosystems on which all people depend. 

 
We focus on World Water Day 

 
First, we focus on World Water Day, whose theme for 

2023 is “Accelerating Change.” What is World Water 
Day? World Water Day is an annual United Nations ob-
servance that started in 1993, focusing on the importance 
of water, coordinated by UN-Water, and led by one or 
more UN-Water members and partners. This wonderful 

creation day celebrates water and raises awareness of the 
2 billion people living without access to safe water. It is 
about taking action to tackle the global water crisis. A 
core focus of WWD is to support the achievement of the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 6: water and 
sanitation for all by 2030). In preparation for March 22, 
people and organizations hold earlier World Water Day 
events in accord with the theme “Accelerating Change,” 
and participate in the global campaign launched in the 
preceding months by UN-Water on social media. On 
World Water Day itself, the UN World Water Devel-
opment Report is released focusing on the same topics as 
the campaign and recommending policy direction to deci-
sion makers. 

This WWD is about accelerating change to solve the 
water and sanitation crisis. Because water affects us all 
we need everyone to take action. You and your family, 
school, church, and community can make a difference by 
changing the way you use, consume, and manage water in 
your lives. Some action steps follow. Save water: take 
shorter showers and don’t let the tap run when brushing 
teeth, preparing food, and doing dishes. Make it equal: 

share water gathering between men and women, girls, and 
boys. Flush safe: fixing leaking water and waste pipes, 
empty full septic tanks and report dumping of sludge. 
Stop polluting: don’t put food waste, oils, medicine, and 
chemicals down the toilet or drains. Eat local: buy local 
seasonal foods and look for products made with less 
water. Be curious: find out where your water comes from 
and how it is shared and visit a treatment plant to see how 
our waste is managed. Protect nature: plant a tree or 
create a rain garden — use natural solutions to reduce the 
risk of flooding and store water. Build pressure: write to 
your elected representatives about budgets for improving 
water at home and abroad. Clean up: take part in cleanups 
at local rivers, lakes, wetlands, or beaches. (Taken from 
US Water, World Water Day 2023 Accelerating Change). 

 
World Earth Day 2023 

 
The theme for World Earth Day 2023 is “Invest in 

Your Planet (Get Inspired. Take Action. Be a part of the 
green revolution).” The website www.earthday.org de-
scribes the history of this special day. The 1960s saw a 
dramatic increase in environmental concerns in the US. 
With several environmental catastrophes, many Ameri-
cans felt the need to take a more proactive approach in the 
stewardship of our planet. To avoid future environmental 
disasters, Senator Gaylord Nelsonvof Wisconsin estab-
lished the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970, to bring light 
to the issues of environmental responsibilities and trans-
forming the public attitude. That day left a permanent im-
pact on the politics of America. Earth Day was the push  

 
See PFEIFER, Page 14 
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St. Katherine Drexel devoted life and fortune to marginalized
Katherine Marie Drexel was one of the wealthiest 

women in America in the late 19th century. She was born 
on Nov. 26, 1858, to wealthy Philadelphia banker Francis 
Drexel and his wife Hannah Jane. Her mother died when 
Katherine was an infant and she and her sisters, Elizabeth 
and Louise, were raised by a loving stepmother, Emma 
Bouvier.  

Katherine made her debut in Philadelphia Society in 
1879 but was always inclined toward the religious life. 
Father James O’Connor, the pastor of the local church, 
impressed Katherine by his concern for American In-
dians. 

In 1884, the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore met 
and decided to care for the missions among blacks and In-
dians and appealed to the Drexel sisters for help. Kather-
ine’s father died in 1885, leaving more than $15 million 
in trust to his three daughters. Katherine outlived her 
sisters and eventually inherited the whole fortune.  

Katherine stayed in touch with Father O’Connor, and 
he continued to tell her about his grave concern for the 
American Indians. Paul Burns writes in Butler’s Lives of 
the Saints that Katherine went to Europe to consult with 
Pope Leo XIII as to what her mission in life should be. 

She asked the pope to recommend a religious order 
who would use her financial help to work with the In-
dians and black people. The pope’s answer was to chal-
lenge her to be their missionary. On her return home, 
Father O’Connor invited her to visit missions in the 

northwest.  
Katherine then decided to found a new religious 

order, but first had to be trained in an existing one. In 
1888, she entered the convent of the Sisters of Mercy in 
Pittsburgh, where she took her final vows in 1895. Her 
new religious congregation, Sisters of the Blessed Sacra-
ment for Indians and Negroes, was in the family’s former 
summer house in Pennsylvania. Katherine vowed “to be 
the mother and servant of the Indian and Negro races ac-
cording to the rule of the Sisters,” wrote Matthew Bunson 
in John Paul II”s Book of Saints.  

Katherine was already helping 26 dioceses finan-
cially, giving money for schools, missions, and orphan-
ages. In 1894 she helped to open the first missionary 
school for Indians in Santa Fe, New Mexico. She braved 
racial prejudice to found a school for African-American 
children in Nashville, Tennessee.  

She was elected superior general of her congregation 
in 1912. She led the renovation of St. Catherine’s Church 
in New Orleans, the only place of worship there for black 
Catholics. At the request of the archbishop of New Or-
leans, Katherine bought the former Southern University 
campus to start a training college for teachers for the Afri-
can-American population. This became Xavier College in 
1915, and then Xavier University, the first U.S. Catholic 
institution of higher education for black students.  

After a stroke in 1934 she adopted a more contem-
plative life. Her religious order, now known as the Sisters 
of the Blessed Sacrament, continued to answer requests 
for help in many places. By 1942, Mother Katherine had 
40 mission centers, 50 Indian missions, black Catholic 
schools in 13 states, and 23 rural schools, according to 
Rosemary Guiley in The Encyclopedia of Saints.  

Mother Katherine died in 1955 at the age of 97. She 
had spent $20 million of her inheritance for the American 
Indian and black American missions, with 500 sisters 
teaching in 63 schools.  

She was canonized by Pope John Paul II on Oct. 1, 
2000, the second American-born person to be canonized; 
the first was St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in 1975. Her feast 
day is March 3 and she is the patron of racial justice and 
philanthropists. 

- - - 
Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the West 

Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

Three nails still remain
When I think of suffering, almost always what comes 

to mind is physical pain, especially “unbearable” pain. 
The three most important people in my life all experi-
enced the excruciating torture brought about by cancer. 
Over and over again, I prayed to God and asked him to 
please give me their pain so they would not suffer. The 
pain that I overlooked in each of them, however, may 
well have been worse. 

The mental anguish which we may experience, with 
or without physical pain, is something that may prove to 
be even more intolerable. With the notable exception of 
severe chronic pain, most of the physical pain that we 
suffer is relatively short-lived and mitigated through the 
use of painkillers. Not so the lifelong memories that 
often accompany the loss of a child, the anguish from 
causing the death of another person, or seeing a loved 
one suffer. 

While the pain that Jesus suffered through his scour-
ing, crowning, carrying his cross, and crucifixion is un-
imaginable, so too is what he endured in his heart and 
mind. Despite the grotesque horror of being hung on a 
cross with all the accompanying responses made by a 
slowly dying body, the only reference that any of the 
Gospels made to Jesus’ physical distress is found in John 
(19:28) where it is reported that “Jesus said, ‘I thirst.’” 
There is, indeed, an extraordinary torment described by 
Luke but it takes place not on the cross but in a garden: 
“He was in such agony and he prayed so fervently that 
his sweat became like drops of blood falling on the 
ground” (Lk 22:44). The three nails that attached Jesus to 
the cross have long since been removed, but those that 

cause the greatest agony to our beloved Savior continue 
to do so unrelentingly. 

The first nail is “the FAITH he put in his children to 
carry on his one true church which has now splintered 
into a thousand pieces.” Instead of his followers being 
united in the church handed down by Peter, it is esti-
mated that there are now more than 45,000 separate 
“Christian denominations” worldwide! And within the 
Catholic Church itself, its members are divided on such 
fundamentals as the True Presence, the definition of a 
“marriage,” and whether or not a mother should have the 
right to kill her baby! 

The second nail is Jesus’ “HOPE that the world 
would be filled with love and peace; instead it is being 
torn apart by war and strife.” The countless teachings 
and examples that he gave us regarding the harmony 
with which we are to live with one another, have given 
way to countless wars, deaths, and destruction through-
out the centuries and remain with us today. The violence 
that we see in our country and throughout the world has 

truly reached epidemic proportions. To compound the 
pain, the hatred and violence has often been between 
Christians. 

Lastly, the third nail is “LOVE, that his children 
would from generation to generation pass on his love, 
which he came down and became flesh and blood to 
teach about … true and Godly love; and now, love is dis-
torted, selfish, and ungodly.” That which so often today 
masquerades as love, is nothing more than Evil’s decep-
tions, designed to lure us back into the pain which Jesus 
died to take away from us. Following in the footsteps of 
our original ancestors, we often sacrifice eternal joy for 
immediate gratification. 

It is easy to think of the crucifixion of Jesus as some-
thing that happened long ago, much like other historical 
events that have long since ended. To view Holy Week as 
an annual “Passion Play.” When we do, however, we as-
cribe the limited human conception of time to the eternal 
timelessness of God. Jesus remains with his outstretched 
arms, no longer on his cross but on his throne, calling us 
each by name and longing for our return while there is 
still time, just as did the father of the prodigal son. 

As long as we turn our backs from his unifying em-
brace and choose to hold on, instead, to division, strife, 
and self-centeredness, those nails remain … but they will 
not remain forever. 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman has 50 years’ experience in indi-

vidual, marriage, and family therapy. He is also the Abi-
lene-area pro-life coordinator for the Diocese of San 
Angelo.

James R.  
Sulliman, PhD

Bishop Emeritus 
Michael D. Pfeifer 

 
Diocese of   
San Angelo

World Water Day and Earth Day are linked and flow together
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Catholic Voices

Don’t give up on the liberal arts!
It has just come to my attention that Marymount 

University, a Catholic institution in Arlington, Virginia, 
has announced its intention to cut ten traditional majors 
from its program, including philosophy, religious 
studies, theology, art, history, and sociology. It will also 
apparently eliminate a master’s degree in English litera-
ture. The president of the university has explained that 
this move is designed to make her school more compet-
itive: “Students have more choices than ever for where 
to earn a college degree and MU must respond wisely to 
the demand.” Well, okay, but one wonders why she 
bothers remaining competitive, for she has effectively 
undermined the purpose of her university. What is espe-
cially tragic is that this is far from an isolated case, for a 
number of religiously affiliated liberal arts schools are, 
anomalously, eliminating religion and the liberal arts! 
And this should get the attention of the entire society, for 
the loss of the liberal arts is tantamount to a loss of soul. 

Why do we refer to religion, philosophy, history, lit-
erature, and art as “liberal”? We do so because they are 
free (liber in Latin) precisely from utility. And this is to 
say that they are the highest sort of disciplines, for they 
are subordinated to nothing outside of themselves. They 
exist for their own sake, endowed with intrinsic value. In 
this, they are to be differentiated from the practical arts 
and sciences, which exist for the sake of something else. 
So, one studies engineering in order to construct ma-
chines that accomplish some useful purpose; or one 
studies architecture in order to erect buildings; or one 
studies mechanics in order to get a car to run; etc. But 
one reads Shakespeare because it is beautiful so to do, 
and one watches a baseball game because baseball is 
good, and one gazes at the Sistine Chapel ceiling be-
cause it elevates the soul. Our machines and computers 
and cars and iPhones are great, but they are designed ul-
timately to make the experience of intrinsic value more 
readily available. One should never, of course, denigrate 
the practical sciences, but one should have the sense to 

subordinate them to those disciplines that are properly 
liberal. Much of our culture is suffering from the effects 
of turning this hierarchy on its head. 

In light of these clarifications, I hope it is clear why 
so many Catholic colleges and universities were ded-
icated to the liberal arts. Though Catholic institutions of 
higher learning have always been willing to offer the 
practical subjects, they stressed the liberal arts precisely 
because their founders were in the meaning business. 
The liberal arts are situated above the practical sciences, 
but among the liberal arts themselves, there is a sort of 
hierarchy, for all of them are reflective of and finally 
serve the supreme good, who is God. The most useless 
and therefore highest discipline of all is that which 
speaks of the source of meaning, that which treats of 
God. Do you see why it is so regrettable, therefore, that 
Catholic institutions are turning themselves voluntarily 
into STEM academies and marginalizing the very sub-
jects that touch upon purpose and meaning? Yes, 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics will 
facilitate our movement and give us nicer homes to live 
in and generally make our lives easier — but they won’t 
tell us what to do when we get to our destinations or 
how to live in our comfortable houses or how to fill up 
the time that ease of life provides. To find answers to 
those questions, we read Plato, Jeremiah, St. Paul, 
Shakespeare, Dante, and Eliot; we look at Michelangelo, 

Picasso, and Rembrandt; and we listen to Mozart, Bach, 
and Stravinsky. In a word, we do the liberal arts. 

I don’t want to overstate this case, but I wouldn’t 
want to understate it either. I believe there is a correla-
tion between the disappearance of the liberal arts and the 
demonstrable rise in anxiety, depression, and suicidal 
thoughts — especially among the young today. When we 
push the subjects that treat of meaning to the side, are 
we surprised that people are finding life less and less 
meaningful? When we put a hyper-stress on technology, 
are we surprised that we have a generation of youngsters 
spending large parts of their days staring listlessly and 
sadly at screens? One reason for the attack on the liberal 
arts is wokeism, which tends to sully whatever it 
touches. The reduction of society to the simplistic binary 
of oppressor and oppressed, the habit of thinking in 
broad generalities, the adoption of an antagonistic social 
theory — all of the baleful signs of wokeism — have led 
us to demonize many of the heroes of the liberal arts that 
I just referenced. It is beyond tragic to admit this, but all 
that many younger students know about Shakespeare is 
that he is a dead white male, all that they know about 
Thomas Jefferson is that he owned slaves, and all that 
they know about T.S. Eliot is that he entertained some 
anti-Semitic opinions. But have they begun to notice 
that, despite their personal flaws, these people shed in-
tense light on the themes of love, purpose, justice, right 
government, God, and eternal life? What an impoverish-
ment if we permit the woke mob to rob us of these pur-
veyors of value.  

So may I utter a cri de coeur to the professors and 
administrators at Catholic institutions of higher learning: 
for the sake of our young people and indeed of the entire 
society, don’t give up on the liberal arts! 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is the founder of Word on Fire 

Catholic Ministries and bishop of the Diocese of Wi-
nona-Rochester in Minnesota.

Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Word on Fire 
Ministries

Lost innocence
The biblical story of Saul is one of the great 

tragedies in all of literature. Saul’s story makes Hamlet 
look like a Disney character. Hamlet, at least, had good 
reasons for the bitterness that beset him. Saul, given 
what he started with, should have fared better, much 
better. 

His story begins with the announcement that, in all 
of Israel, none measured up to him in height, strength, 
goodness, or acclaim. A natural leader, a prince among 
peers; his extraordinary character was recognized and 
proclaimed by the people.  They made him their king. 
The beginning of his story is the stuff of fairy tales, and 
it goes on in this way for a while. 

However, at a point, things begin to sour. That point 
was the arrival of David on the scene — a man younger, 
more handsome, more-gifted, and more-acclaimed than 
he was. Jealousy sets in and envy begins to poison 
Saul’s soul. Looking at David, he sees only a popularity 
that eclipses his own, not another man’s goodness, nor 
indeed what that goodness offers to others. Instead, he 
grows bitter, petty, hostile, tries to kill David, and even-
tually dies by his own hand, an angry man who has 
fallen far from the innocence and goodness of his youth. 

What happened here? How does someone who has 
so much going for him — goodness, talent, acclaim, 
power, blessing — grow into a bitter, petty man who 
ends up taking his own life? How does it happen? The 
late Margaret Laurence, in a brilliant, dark novel, The 
Stone Angel, offers a good description of how this 
happens and how it happens in ways that are hidden to 
the one undergoing the transition.  

Her main character, Hagar Shipley, is a “Saul” of 
sorts. Hagar’s story begins like his: She is young, inno-
cent, and full of potential. What’s to become of such a 
beautiful, bright, talented, young woman? Sadly, not 
much at all. She drifts into everything: adulthood, an un-

happy marriage, and into a deep unrecognized and un-
spoken disappointment that eventually leaves her 
slovenly, frigid, bitter, and without energy or ambition. 
What’s as remarkable as sad is that she doesn’t see any 
of this herself. In her mind, she remains the young, inno-
cent, gracious, popular, attractive young girl she once 
was in high school. She doesn’t notice how small her 
world has become, how few real friends she has, how lit-
tle she admires anything or anyone, or even how physi-
cally unkempt she has become. 

Her awakening is sudden and cruel. One winter day, 
shabbily dressed in an old parka, she rings the doorbell 
of a house where she is delivering some eggs. A bright 
young child answers the door and Hagar overhears the 
child tell her mother: That horrible, old egg-woman is at 
the door! The penny drops. 

Stunned, she leaves the house and finds her way to a 
public bathroom where she turns on all the lights and 
studies her face in a mirror. What looks back is a face 
she doesn’t recognize, someone pathetically at odds with 
whom she imagines herself to be. She sees in fact the 
horrible, old egg-woman that the child saw at the door 
rather than the young, gracious, attractive, big-hearted 
woman that she imagines herself still to be. “How can 
this have happened?” she asks herself. How can we, im-

perceptible to ourselves, grow into someone we don’t 
know or like? 

In some way, it happens to all of us. It’s not easy to 
age, to accept the fall from what we dreamed for our-
selves, to watch the young take over and receive the 
popularity and acclaim that once were ours. Like Saul, 
we can fill with a jealousy that we don’t recognize, and 
like Hagar, we can grow bitter and ugly without know-
ing it. Others, of course, do notice. 

It’s not that we don’t gain something as this happens. 
Usually we grow smarter, wiser in the ways of the 
world, and remain goodhearted, generous people. Ho-
wever, we tend to be nastier than we once were, whine 
too much, feel too sorry for ourselves, and give our-
selves over more to curse rather than bless those who 
have replaced us, the young, the popular, the acclaimed. 

And so, the penultimate spiritual and human task of 
the second half of life is to give up this jealousy and ug-
liness and come back again to the love, innocence, and 
goodness of our youth, to revirginize, move towards a 
second naiveté, and begin again to admire something. 

At the beginning of the Book of Revelations, John, 
purporting to speak for God, has some advice for us, at 
least for those of us beyond the bloom of youth: “I’ve 
seen how hard you work. I recognize your generosity 
and all the good work you do, but I have this against you 
– you have less love in you now than when you were 
young! Go back and look from where you have fallen!” 

We might want to hear this from Scripture before we 
overhear it from some young girl telling her mother that 
some dour, bitter, old person is at the door. 

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, 

teacher, and award-winning author. He can be contacted 
through his website: www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

Father Ron  
Rolheiser

the nation needed, and not long after that, Congress 
passed several major initiatives that would become the 
foundation of our nation's environmental laws. Beginning 
in 1990, Earth Day went global. A day that mobilized 
more than 200 million people in 141 countries to take the 
fight for the environment to the global stage. Earth Day 
continues to grow, and more than 1 billion people took ac-
tion for the 40th anniversary of Earth Day in 2010. In 
2020, Earth Day marked 50 years of environmental activ-
ism and showed no signs of slowing down. 

Presently, there is a world-wide concern on the danger 
of climate change which affects the present and future of 
our entire planet. The United Nations has called its latest 
climate report a “Code Red for Humanity.” The report 
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-

tion states that the earth is arguably in worse shape than 
ever. Scientific evidence is clear that irrefutable human 
activity is causing our planet to warm at an alarming rate. 
We need to act boldly, innovate broadly, and implement 
equitably. Pope Francis focuses on “ecological conver-
sion” for decisions that can no longer be postponed. This 
conversion calls for new lifestyles based on development, 
sustainability and cooperation between human beings and 
the environment. Society must explore all options to iden-
tify the best opportunities to make our planet more hospi-
table for generations to come. It’s going to take all of us, 
international, national, and local governments, businesses, 
churches, schools, and all citizens on earth to form a part-
nership to protect and preserve our planet. 

Governments and businesses should invest in renew-
ables and energy solutions and spend on a variety of tech-
nologies, from wind and solar farms to carbon offsets, 
carbon capture, and biofuels. This is a time for energy 
transition and to diversify away from fossil fuels, the 

combustion of which is the primary drive of climate 
change. 

International bodies of scientists warn that we have 
over a decade to avoid the most devastating impact of cli-
mate change on our food supply, national security, global 
health, extreme weather and more. There is simply no 
time to waste. 

Everyone has the ability to do something to address 
our climate challenge. What can we do about Climate 
Change? Earthday.org recommends the following: Get In-
formed: Knowledge is power — learn about the science 
behind our climate change and responsibility that all sec-
tors of society hold in addressing this issue. Students in 
every school should receive environmental education with 
a strong civic engagement component. Hold Yourself Ac-
countable: Make your own personal impact on the planet 
and encourage family and friends to do the same. Our  
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Voces Catolicas
Cómo aprendí que el Papa Francisco era un verdadero 'Papa de las periferias'

BUENOS AIRES (OSV News) — A menudo se dice 
que somos nosotros mismos cuando estamos felices, cómo-
dos y rodeados de aquellos a quienes amamos y confiamos. 
Durante cada uno de los casi 30 viajes que hice, como re-
portera, con el Papa Francisco, siempre hubo un momento 
memorable en el que su verdadero yo salía a flote. 

Al principio, reconoceríamos este momento. El pontí-
fice ignoraba por completo sus declaraciones preparadas y 
comenzaba a hablar en español, y el intérprete a menudo 
luchaba por mantenerse al día, particularmente cuando 
hablaba en dialecto argentino. 

En estos días, más asentado en su papel de Papa trota-
mundos y menos propenso a salirse del guión cuando habla 
a miles, todavía se puede identificar el momento en que se 
olvida de que lleva las preocupaciones terrenales de la 
Iglesia Católica sobre sus hombros, y vuelve a ser ese 
joven que prometió dedicar su vida a Cristo. 

Estos momentos nunca ocurren durante las visitas obli-
gatorias con los políticos, ni durante las Misas necesari-
amente solemnes. 

El Papa de las periferias cobra verdadera vida en los 
estadios de fútbol rodeados de miles de jóvenes en Corea 
del Sur, en una prisión de alta seguridad en México o en un 
vertedero municipal convertido en una ciudad dentro de la 
ciudad en Antananarivo, capital de Madagascar. La alegría 
que sintió el Papa Francisco cuando visitó a su compatriota 
argentino, el Padre Pedro Opeka, misionero y fundador de 
Akamasoa, la asociación humanitaria que sirve a las per-
sonas que viven en el basurero, está arraigada en el cora-
zón y la mente de muchos de los, a menudo hastiados, 
reporteros que viajan a bordo del avión papal. 

El Padre Opeka convirtió un lugar donde los niños se 
peleaban con los perros por la comida desechada en una ci-
udad de amistad, con sus propias escuelas, universidades, 
centros deportivos y una Iglesia que recibe a amigos y ene-
migos de la fe todos los fines de semana. La Misa dom-
inical en Akamasoa se ha convertido en una visita de rigor 
para todo visitante. 

Desde el comienzo de su pontificado, el primer Papa 
del Sur Global ha estado denunciando el consumo y la ex-
plotación graduales del tercer mundo por parte de Occi-
dente. Viniendo del hemisferio sur, el Papa es 
particularmente consciente de esta realidad y ha utilizado 
su plataforma papal para dar voz a los que no tienen voz y 
que están oprimidos por la pobreza, la explotación, el lider-
azgo corrupto y la guerra. 

Lo vimos a principios de este año, cuando cumplió lo 
que llamó una visita "soñada" a la República Democrática 
del Congo y Sudán del Sur, dos países de África afectados 
por la guerra, la explotación externa y el hambre. 

Desde la pequeñez de estos países, pequeños en la es-
cena internacional, claro, el Papa Francisco llamó al 
mundo a ver no solo sus dificultades, sufrimientos y mar-
ginalidad, sino también los muchos dones y recursos que 
tienen ambas naciones. Como dijo del Congo, es una 
"tierra rica en recursos y ensangrentada por una guerra que 
nunca termina". 

Cuando está de viaje, el Papa Francisco elige hablarle 
al mundo desde lugares que realmente necesitan la aten-
ción papal, no solo para resaltar el sufrimiento experimen-
tado allí, sino también para resaltar los muchos dones que 
podrían compartir con el resto de la humanidad, pero con 
justicia. Desde la República Centroafricana hasta Bangla-
desh, desde Tailandia hasta Paraguay, desde Irak hasta Ka-
zajstán, el Papa Francisco modela lo que predica: es un 
verdadero Papa de las periferias. 

Incluso cuando visitó las superpotencias del mundo, el 
Papa Francisco destacó a los marginados. La histórica vis-
ita a Cuba camino a Estados Unidos en 2015 no fue una 
palmadita en la espalda al régimen comunista. Hizo un 
viaje, aparentemente imposible en ese momento, para in-
sistir en la necesidad de mantener espacios abiertos para 
las acciones diplomáticas. Con la reflexión y el diálogo 
quería prevenir — y en este caso tratar de resolver — prob-
lemas. 

Cuando fue a Francia en 2014, el Papa Francisco pro-
nunció un sombrío diagnóstico en el Parlamento Europeo 
en Estrasburgo: Europa, declaró, había perdido el rumbo, 
sus energías se habían agotado por la crisis económica y 
una burocracia tecnocrática remota. El continente era sólo 
un espectador en un mundo que se había vuelto menos eu-
rocéntrico. Dijo que el resto del mundo a menudo mira al 
continente como una anciana estéril: "Desde muchas partes 
se recibe una impresión general de cansancio, de envejeci-
miento, de una Europa anciana que ya no es fértil ni 
vivaz", subrayó el pontífice. 

Cuanto más humilde es la gente con la que se encuen-
tra, al parecer, más propenso es Francisco a elogiarlos y 
defenderlos. No se trata, por supuesto, de un Papa que pro-
mueve la pobreza, sino de un hombre que ha encontrado en 
los humildes de esta tierra, la clara representación de lo 
que quiere decir cuando llama a una “Iglesia pobre para los 
pobres”, que sale de la sacristía para encontrar a las per-
sonas donde están: una "Iglesia en salida". 

Para muchos, entender lo que quiere decir con esto ha 
sido un desafío. Hay quienes piensan que quiere una igle-
sia marxista, populista o peronista, en referencia al partido 
Justicialista de Argentina, fundado por el general Juan 
Domingo Perón e inmortalizado de manera artística, 
aunque históricamente inexacta, por "Evita" de Andrew 
Lloyd Webber. Otros creen que quiere reformar la Iglesia 
para que se centre únicamente en los excluidos porque 
viven en situaciones que la Iglesia enseña que son irregu-

lares: las parejas divorciadas que se han vuelto a casar civ-
ilmente; los que cohabitan; la comunidad LGBT, y así 
sucesivamente. Pero al final del día, las personas que con-
ocen mejor al Papa, aquellos que lo conocieron cuando era 
solo el Padre Jorge Mario Bergoglio, entienden que la idea 
de una "Iglesia pobre para los pobres" es literal, no una 
metáfora. 

El teólogo argentino Juan Carlos Scannone dice que 
una parte clave de lo que da forma al pensamiento de Fran-
cisco es una corriente fuertemente argentina de pen-
samiento católico llamada "teología del pueblo". 

Sostiene, Scannone me dijo hace años, que la reflexión 
sobre prácticamente cualquier tema no debería comenzar 
con categorías ideológicas, sino con las experiencias con-
cretas de la gente común. 

Los amigos dicen que la identidad de Bergoglio fue 
forjada por la religiosidad popular de Buenos Aires, parte 
de la cual se remonta a la época colonial que trajo devo-
ciones como Nuestra Señora de Luján, patrona de Argen-
tina. Una segunda influencia es la de los inmigrantes que 
hacían cola durante horas para venerar la imagen de San 
Cayetano, patrón del pan y del trabajo. 

Estas expresiones de piedad popular han hecho que 
millones acudan a los santuarios como expresión de la fe 
del pueblo. Francisco aprendió a valorar tales expresiones 
de devoción desde el principio, viéndolas no solo como 
pintorescas o kitsch, sino como una piedra de toque tanto 
para la teología como para la actividad pastoral. 

Se han escrito tratados teológicos sobre el Papa Fran-
cisco y esta religiosidad popular. Otro elemento arraigado 
en esta teología del pueblo, a menudo ignorado, puede ayu-
darnos a comprender su constante acercamiento a los hu-
mildes de esta tierra: no sólo proviene del Evangelio sino 
de su experiencia de primera mano de la increíble genero-
sidad que a menudo muestran aquellos que tienen menos. 
No me malinterpreten: no romantizo la pobreza cuando 
digo que en esos barrios bajos de Buenos Aires los vecinos 
se conocen por su nombre, se ayudan cuando no hay nada 
para comer, se apoyan y se defienden de la constante ame-
naza del abuso de sustancias. En otras palabras, los que no 
tienen nada están dispuestos a darlo todo. 

Francisco vio esto de primera mano cuando caminaba 
por estos barrios marginales, y lo proyecta como la reali-
dad sobre el terreno en las periferias que visita cuando 
viaja al extranjero, la mayoría de ellas tierras de misión 
abandonadas por todos menos por Dios. 

El Papa de las periferias arroja luz sobre los que menos 
tienen, no solo porque cree que el mundo puede ayudar, 
sino porque sabe que los acomodados pero espiritualmente 
empobrecidos tienen mucho que aprender de ellos, in-
cluido el papel de la generosidad, si vamos construir una 
paz duradera. 

- - - 
Inés San Martín es vicepresidenta de comunicaciones 

de las Obras Misionales Pontificias de EE.UU. San Martín 
también es ex responsable de la Oficina de Roma del 
medio periodístico Crux.

Inés San Martin 
OSV News

Tal como eres, eres suficiente para Dios
Algunas personas no creen en los milagros. 

Otras personas ven pequeños milagros todos los 
días. Trato de ser ese segundo tipo de persona, 
pero a veces Dios tiene que tocar un tambor para 
llamar mi atención. 

Durante las fiestas, me rompí la muñeca y 
tuve que esperar 10 días para operarme. Entonces, 
además de las semanas de curación posoperatoria, 
esperé días languideciendo con una férula difícil 
de manejar aplicada aleatoriamente en la sala de 
emergencias. 

Si alguna vez has atado tu brazo dominante a 
tu espalda (¿y por qué lo harías?), conoces la sen-
sación de impotencia. 

Le pedí al Señor que me ayudara a sacar algo 
positivo de esto, pero estoy impaciente. 

Luego, en línea, noté que un joven jesuita 
mencionaba la influencia del "hermano Curry" en 
su vida. Ese nombre me sonaba familiar, así que 
lo investigué. ¡Qué inspiración! 

Richard Curry nació en Filadelfia en 1943 sin 
antebrazo derecho. Las imágenes muestran a un 
bebé adorable, pero sus buenos padres católicos 
estaban devastados. Su papá pasó el día en un bar. 

Pero Rick Curry se convirtió en hermano jesu-
ita y convirtió lo que otros podrían ver como una 
"deficiencia" en un don extraordinario para ayu-
dar a los demás. Tambor golpeando suavemente, 
me di cuenta de que me estaban pidiendo que 
viera la situación de mi brazo derecho por el 
golpe relativamente menor que era. 

Pero mucho más que eso, el entonces padre 
Curry, quien murió en 2015, me recordó que a los 
ojos de Dios todos somos hermosos tal como 
somos. Somos "suficientes". 

Es un verdadero milagro, a veces, realmente 
captar eso. 

Su historia me recuerda una cita frecuente-
mente atribuida a San Ignacio de Loyola: "La 

mayoría de la gente no tiene idea de lo que Dios 
haría de ellos si tan solo se pusieran a su disposi-
ción". 

El Padre Curry cambió el mundo para innu-
merables personas mostrándoles sus talentos. 
Fundó el Taller Nacional de Teatro para Minusvá-
lidos, donde miles de personas con discapacidad 
han participado en representaciones y talleres. Ob-
tuvo un doctorado en teatro y fundó el Taller de 
Escritores de Guerreros Heridos y la Academia 
para Veteranos para promover la sanación y la 
narración de historias. 

Según The New York Times, ayudó a fundar 
una panadería para veteranos y escribió dos libros 
de cocina, incluido "El secreto de la panificación 
jesuita". 

Y, aunque una vez se rieron de él en una audi-
ción para un anuncio de enjuague bucal porque le 
faltaba un brazo, más tarde apareció en un epi-
sodio de la serie de televisión "Monk". Este jesu-
ita bonachón y de buen corazón rió el último. 

En 2009 se hizo sacerdote. ¿Por qué no antes? 
Durante la ordenación, se ungen el pulgar y el ín-
dice derechos. El Padre Curry necesitaba una dis-
pensa, y la historia cuenta que la buscó sólo 
después de que un amputado acudiera a él en  
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La inocencia perdida
Por Padre Ron Rolheiser 
 

La historia bíblica de Saúl es 
una de las grandes tragedias de 
toda la literatura. La historia de 
Saúl da ocasión a que Hamlet se 
parezca a un personaje de Disney. 
Hamlet, al menos, tenía poderosas 
razones para la amargura que le 
cercaba. A Saúl, dado el comienzo 
que tuvo, le tenía que haber resul-
tado mejor, mucho mejor. 

Su historia empieza con el 
anuncio de que en todo Israel 
nadie rivalizaba con él en altura, 
fortaleza, bondad y aceptación. Un 
líder natural, el primero entre 
iguales; su extraordinario modo de 
ser fue reconocido y proclamado 
por el pueblo. Lo nombraron su 
rey. El comienzo de su historia es 
materia de cuento de hadas, y con-
tinúa de esta manera durante cierto 
tiempo. 

Sin embargo, en un momento, 
las cosas empezaron a ir mal. Ese 
momento fue la llegada de David 
a escena: un hombre más joven, 
más agraciado, más dotado y más 
aclamado que él. Los celos se apo-
deran de él y la envidia empieza a 
envenenar el alma de Saúl. Mi-
rando a David, observa sólo una 
popularidad que eclipsa la suya 
propia, no la bondad de otro hom-
bre, ni siquiera lo que esa bondad 
ofrece a otros. Por el contrario, se 
vuelve amargado, intolerable, hos-

til, intenta matar a David y, por 
fin, muere por su propia mano, un 
hombre airado que ha caído lejos 
de la inocencia y bondad de su ju-
ventud. 

¿Qué sucedió aquí? ¿Cómo se 
entiende que alguien que tiene 
tanto a favor suyo -bondad, tal-
ento, aplausos, poder, bendición- 
se vuelva un hombre amargado, 
intolerable que acaba quitándose 
su propia vida? ¿Cómo sucede 
esto? La finada Margaret Lau-
rence, en una brillante y sombría 
novela, The Stone Angel (El ángel 
de piedra), ofrece una buena de-
scripción de cómo sucede esto y 
cómo sucede de modo que resulta 
oculto para aquel que está experi-
mentando la transición. 

Su personaje principal, Hagar 
Shipley, es un estilo de “Saúl”. La 
historia de Hagar   empieza como 
la suya: es joven, inocente y llena 
de posibilidades. ¿Qué va a ser de 
semejante mujer joven, bella, bril-
lante y talentosa? Tristemente, no 
mucho en realidad. Es arrastrada 
por todo: la edad adulta, un matri-
monio infeliz y una profunda de-
cepción irreconocida y callada que 
al fin la deja abandonada, fría, 
amargada y sin energía ni ambi-
ción. Lo que resulta tan singular 
como triste es que ni ella misma 
ve nada de esto. En su mente,  
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Feeling It



The word sacrament is as much talked about as it 
is misunderstood. What do I mean by that? The sac-
raments lie at the heart of our Catholic faith, most 
especially the Eucharist. But do we spend enough 
time trying to comprehend these sacred mysteries 
and the limitless ways they can shape our lives? 

The Council of Trent taught in the 16th century 
that “a sacrament is a visible sign of an invisible 
grace.” So what are the invisible graces that are lav-
ished upon us by God in the sacraments for our 
good? The National Eucharistic Revival invites us to 
consider this question in light of the Eucharist. How 
can we come to better realize the Eucharist’s fruits 
and allow them to transform us and the world? 

Pope Benedict XVI called the Eucharist the 
“sacrament par excellence” because it contains “the 
whole mystery of our salvation.” The Eucharist 
makes the church, a phrase coined by the French Je-
suit theologian Henri DeLubac, which is to say that 
in the Eucharist we are continually built up as 
Christ’s body, which is why Vatican II called the 
church “the sacrament of salvation.” 

“Sitting at the right hand of the Father,” the 
council fathers continued, “[Christ] is continually ac-
tive in the world that He might lead men to the 
Church and through it join them to Himself and that 
He might make them partakers of His glorious life 
by nourishing them with His own Body and Blood” 
(Lumen Gentium, No. 48). 

But how often do we consider the Eucharist as a 
sacrament of future glory? Sure we think about the 
Eucharist as a means to encounter Christ’s saving ac-
tions 2 millennia ago. It’s true that at the foot of Cal-
vary we kneel at every Mass. But Calvary lacks its 
meaning, doesn't it, without a view to the empty 
tomb, without sight of Christ ascending into glory? 

Do we celebrate and receive the Eucharist with a 
glace toward heaven, with the desire to worship in 
the new Jerusalem? How might the invisible grace of 
the Eucharist help us keep that focus? 

The council fathers, in making clear that our aim 
should be nothing less than to become “partakers of 
His glorious life,” desired for all men and women to 
become saints. Christ makes us members of his 

body, and we strive to allow Christ to become part of 
us by following his way. “It is Christ in you, the 
hope for glory,” says St. Paul (Col 1:27). “Receive 
what you are and become what you receive,” says St. 
Augustine. In the Eucharist, we find the means to be-
come what we were made to be. 

This is why Vatican II called the Eucharist “the 
source and summit of the whole Christian life.” The 
grace of the sacrament gives us what we need to be-
come like Christ. With every bit of our salvation 
contained in the Eucharist, the sacrament is the blue-
print for how our lives ought to look. When we live 
the Eucharist — which Pope Benedict said “reveals 
the true beauty of Christianity” — we are mirrors of 
truth, charity, service, oblation. And our very hope of 
salvation becomes something living and tangible in 
us, for with St. Paul, we dare to say “I live, no longer 
I, but Christ lives in me” (Gal 2:20). 

Sure, the Eucharist is a sacrament of Calvary, 
which helps us to see what it means to live. But it’s 
also a sacrament of future glory, for in it we see the 
only means to truly live. In our imitation of him, in 
living eucharistically, we are glorifying Christ. Then, 
as members of his body, as members of the church, 
we truly become sacraments of Christ in a world that 
needs him still. We become living witnesses of the 
peace of the Kingdom for which we were made and 
to which we dare attain. 

- - -  
Michael R. Heinlein is author of Glorifying 

Christ: The Life of Cardinal Francis E. George, 
O.M.I. and currently in formation for the Association 
of Pauline Cooperators.
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Young women giving 
themselves away  

for nothing
As internet pornog-

raphy continues to 
make inroads into the 
daily lives of millions, 
greater numbers of 
young women are 
making the decision to 
participate in its pro-
duction, with some 
even seeing it as a 
“path of empower-
ment” for themselves. 
They may hear about the “success stories” of porn stars, one of whom 
declared during a media interview a few years back that her breast im-
plants were the best investment she had ever made, making her a multi-
millionaire. 

Young women today can indeed be tempted to “play the pornogra-
phy card,” but as girls become women, parents and society face the im-
portant task of conveying to them that when they immodestly display 
their feminine attributes and participate in pornography, they end up ob-
jectifying themselves, trivializing their sexuality, and harming their in-
terpersonal relationships. 

In a recent interview, Pamela Anderson Lee, the former Baywatch 
actress, revealed how her Playboy photo spreads and pornographic vi-
deos impacted her sons and left them in tears after being teased at 
school about her sex tape with their father and her ex-husband Tommy 
Lee. 

She explained: “I wasn't thinking when I was in Playboy that I was 
going to have kids soon and they were going to grow up and it was 
going to be embarrassing for them.” 

“I remember one day after school Dylan came to me in tears and he 
was like, ‘Mom why did you do that tape?’ … But I always thought I'd 
tell them, age-appropriate — but I never got the chance — they always 
found out before I could really talk to them about it.”  

Her other son Brandon described it this way: “When I was a kid, I 
thought everyone knew things about me and my family that they never 
should've known. Everyone had this dirty little secret about my family.”  

The powerful misappropriation of a woman’s sexuality through in-
volvement in pornography can wreak havoc on multiple fronts.  

Another front where chaos can arise as sexual mores shift is in the 
very delicate interpersonal area of sexual attraction that is ordered to 
connecting young women to young men through a stable marital com-
mitment. 

Many young women, for example, feel pressured to sleep with and 
cohabitate with dates and boyfriends to try to win them over and per-
haps one day marry them. It should come as little surprise that these 
kinds of relational mistakes on the part of a young woman often lead a 
young man to ask the proverbial question: Why buy the cow when you 
can get the milk for free? The unique influence or leverage that a young 
woman has with a potential future husband is squandered away. 

A woman who is not sexually available before marriage is per-
ceived and approached differently by men: they have to put in the effort 
to woo and win her, and later she is a “catch” and a “treasure” as she be-
comes a man’s “better half.” 

In contemporary hook up culture, meanwhile, young women give 
themselves away for nothing, and men don’t have to woo anyone or 
bother with the complexities of interpersonal relationships or real-life 
intimacy skills. 

As men are drawn into the addictive world of pornography, they 
similarly devalue women by reducing their gifts to a single highly sex-
ualized dimension. This disrupts healthy patterns of attraction and court-
ship that are meant to lead to male-female friendship, bonding, and 
marriage. 

As Fred Rabinowitz, a psychologist and professor at the University 
of Redlands who studies masculinity has noted, young men today “are 
watching a lot of social media, they’re watching a lot of porn, and I 
think they’re getting a lot of their needs met without having to go out. 
And I think that’s starting to be a habit.”  

Parents face a real challenge in trying to convey to their sons and 
daughters that their sexuality is a gift to be treasured, not squandered. At 
times, they may need to be very direct in how they share their values 
with their children.  

A friend once shared with me that as a teen, she and her mom were 
watching a movie at the local theater when a mostly unclad woman 
doing a pole dance unexpectedly flashed up on the screen. Her mom, a 
woman of fortitude, hardly missed a beat as she gently leaned over to 
her daughter to whisper just three words: “I’ll kill you…!” The moment 
left an indelible impression, and nearly 50 years later, my friend still ap-
preciates her mother’s humorous but direct and loving approach in con-
veying the importance of modesty for a young woman’s maturing 
sexuality. 

The remarkable gifts of a woman — her “feminine genius” as Pope 
John Paul II used to refer to it — including the gift of her sexual nature 
and her interpersonal acumen, need to be esteemed and safeguarded. 
Over the course of civilization, these gifts have built up the family, pro-
tected children, supported men through the bond of marriage, and more 
broadly strengthened the life of society itself. We need great courage 
and resolve today to protect and advance these precious gifts. 

- - - 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuro-

science from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director of Educa-
tion at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org and www.fathertad.com. 

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 

 
Making Sense of  Bio-

ethics

Catholic Voices

A eucharistic word: ‘Sacrament’

As you are, you are enough for God
Some people don't believe in miracles. Other 

people see little miracles every day. 
I try to be that second kind of person, but 

sometimes God has to bang a drum to get my at-
tention. 

During the holidays, I broke my wrist and had 
to wait 10 days for surgery. So, in addition to 
weeks of post-surgery healing, I waited days lan-
guishing in an unwieldy splint applied haphazardly 
at the emergency room. 

If you've ever tied your dominant arm behind 
your back (and why would you?), you know the 
helpless feeling. 

I asked the Lord to help me make something 
positive of this, but I'm impatient. 

Then, online, I noted a young Jesuit mention-
ing "Brother Curry's" influence on his life. That 
name sounded familiar, so I researched him. What 
an inspiration. 

Richard Curry was born in Philadelphia in 
1943 without a right forearm. Pictures show an 
adorable baby, but his good Catholic parents were 
devastated. His dad spent the day in a bar. 

But Rick Curry became a Jesuit brother and 
turned what others might see as a "handicap" into 
an extraordinary gift for helping others. Drum 
banging softly, I realized I was being asked to see 
my right arm situation for the relatively minor 
bump it was. 

But much more than that, then-Father Curry, 
who died in 2015, reminded me that in the eyes of 
God we are all beautiful just the way we are. We're 
"enough." 

It's a real miracle, sometimes, to truly grasp 
that. 

His story reminds me of a quote frequently at-
tributed to St. Ignatius of Loyola: "Most people 
have no idea what God would make of them if they 
would only place themselves at his disposal." 

Father Curry changed the world for countless 
people by showing them their giftedness. He 
founded the National Theater Workshop for the 
Handicapped, where thousands of people with dis-
abilities have participated in performances and 
workshops. He earned a doctorate in theater, and 
founded the Wounded Warriors Writers Workshop 
and the Academy for Veterans to promote healing 
and storytelling. 

According to The New York Times, he helped 
found a bakery for veterans, and wrote two cook-
books, including The Secret of Jesuit Breadmak-

ing. 
And, although he was once laughed out of an 

audition for a mouthwash commercial because he 
was missing an arm, he later appeared in an epi-
sode of the television series "Monk." This good-
natured, good-hearted Jesuit had the last laugh. 

In 2009, he became a priest. Why not earlier? 
During ordination, the right thumb and forefinger 
are anointed. Father Curry needed a dispensation, 
and the story goes he sought one only after an am-
putee came to him for counseling and absolution. 

Father Curry explained that he couldn't grant a 
formal absolution because he hadn't been called to 
the priesthood. 

"Why not," the man demanded. "Who calls 
you?" 

Father Curry explained that God and the Chris-
tian community calls. 

"Well, I'm calling you," the man proclaimed. 
Maybe this was God banging a drum for Father 

Curry. 
When Rick Curry was in first grade, a famous 

relic — the preserved right arm of Jesuit co-
founder, St. Francis Xavier — visited Philly. Jesuit 
Father James Martin recounts that his future con-
frere was taken to see it by his mom. His class-
mates thought the boy might experience a miracle. 

But his sister said she was glad no miracle oc-
curred, because "I like you the way you are." 

How did those words affect Curry's life going 
forward? Think of opportunities we have to say to 
someone else, like Rick Curry did all his life, "I 
like you just the way you are." 

Often, we need to say that to ourselves, rather 
than measuring ourselves by the world's standards. 

You're enough. Just the way you are. 
- - - 

Effie Caldarola is a wife, mom and grand-
mother who received her master's in pastoral mini-
stry from Seattle University.

Michael R. Heinlein 
OSV News

Effie Caldarola 
OSV News 
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How I learned Pope Francis was 
a true 'pope of peripheries'

BUENOS AIRES (OSV News) — It is often 
said that we are our truest selves when we are 
happy, comfortable and surrounded by those we 
love and trust. During each of the nearly 30 trips 
I made with Pope Francis, there was always a 
memorable moment when his true self would 
come out to play. 

Early on, we would recognize this moment. 
The pontiff would completely disregard his pre-
pared remarks and start speaking in Spanish — 
with the interpreter often struggling to keep up 
— particularly when he lapsed into Argentinian 
patois. 

These days, more settled into his role of a 
globe-trotting pope and less prone to go off-
script when speaking to thousands, you can still 
identify the moment where he forgets that he 
carries the earthly concerns of the Catholic 
Church on his shoulders, and he’s back to being 
that young man who vowed to dedicate his life to 
Christ. 

These moments never occur during the man-
datory visits with politicians, nor during the nec-
essarily solemn Masses. 

The pope of the peripheries comes truly alive 
in the soccer stadiums surrounded by thousands 
of youth in South Korea, in a high-security 
prison in Mexico, or in a municipal dump-
turned-city within a city in Antananarivo, capital 
of Madagascar. The joy Pope Francis felt when 
visiting fellow Argentine, Father Pedro Opeka, 
missionary and founder of Akamasoa, the hu-
manitarian association that serves the people liv-
ing in the garbage dump, is ingrained in the 
hearts and minds of many of the often-jaded re-
porters who get to travel aboard the papal plane. 

Father Opeka turned a place where children 
would fight with dogs over discarded food into a 
city of friendship, with its own schools, universi-
ties, sports centers and a church that welcomes 
friends and foes of the faith every weekend. Sun-
day Mass in Akamasoa has become a must to 
anyone visiting. 

From the start of his pontificate, the first 
pope from the global South has been denouncing 
the piecemeal consumption and exploitation of 
the third world by the West. Coming from the 
Southern hemisphere, the pope is particularly 
aware of this reality and has used his papal plat-
form to give voice to the voiceless who are op-
pressed by poverty, exploitation, corrupt 

leadership and war. 
We saw it earlier this year, when he fulfilled 

what he called a "dream" visit to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and South Sudan, two coun-
tries in Africa affected by war, external exploita-
tion and hunger. 

From the smallness of these countries — 
small in the international scene, that is — Pope 
Francis called on the world to see not only their 
plights, sufferings and marginality, but also the 
many gifts and resources both nations have. As 
he said of Congo, it is a "land rich in resources 
and bloodied by a war that never ends." 

When he is on the road, Pope Francis 
chooses to speak to the world from places that 
truly need a papal spotlight — not only to high-
light the suffering experienced there, but also to 
highlight the many gifts they could share with 
the rest of humanity, but with justice. From the 
Central African Republic to Bangladesh, from 
Thailand to Paraguay, from Iraq to Kazakhstan, 
Pope Francis models what he preaches — he is a 
true pope of the peripheries. 

Even when visiting the world’s superpowers, 
Pope Francis brought the marginalized to the 
fore. The historic visit to Cuba on his way to the 
United States in 2015 wasn’t a pat on the back to 
the Communist regime. He made a trek, seem-
ingly impossible at the time, to insist on the need 
to maintain open spaces for diplomatic actions. 
With reflection and dialogue he wanted to pre-
vent — and in this case try to resolve — prob-
lems. 

When he went to France in 2014, Pope Fran-
cis delivered a somber diagnosis in the European 
parliament in Strasbourg: Europe, he declared, 
had lost its way, its energies sapped by economic 
crisis and a remote, technocratic bureaucracy.  
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So, what's the problem with  
postmortem conception?

During a recent memorial service held at New 
York's St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the widow of a slain po-
lice officer announced that she is expecting a “miracle” 
baby, conceived via in vitro fertilization (IVF) using 
sperm harvested from her husband's body shortly after 
his death. While postmortem conception isn't yet com-
monplace, similar cases have been reported in Australia, 
France, the U.K. and across the United States.  

These cases tug at our heartstrings. Who are we to 
tell a grieving widow that she has lost not only her hus-
band, but her chance to bear his child as well? What 
reason could there be to withhold that solace from her 
when technology has put it within our grasp? 

Amid tragedy, it is natural to want to affirm the 
goodness of new life. At issue here is the method of re-
production. While life is always a gift, this fact cannot 
justify any means of conception. Some means honor the 
dignity of the persons involved, while others, such as la-
boratory conception or rape, gravely disrespect the 
human person. This is not to say that people conceived 
by these means have any less dignity. In fact, quite the 
opposite: it is precisely because the persons potentially 
conceived will possess this dignity that they ought to be 
treated in a manner that befits the human person. Har-
vesting sperm for postmortem conception (or any post-
mortem conception, for that matter), violates the dignity 
of father, mother and child alike. 

Postmortem conception fails to respect the father 
because it fails to respect the dead. Burying the dead is 
a corporal work of mercy; bodies are to be cared for 
with proper reverence. Sperm retrieval requires the sur-
gical dissection of the testicles and epididymis within 
24-36 hours after death. Unlike organ donation, which 
restores function to an existing person and becomes a 
part of an integral whole, harvesting sperm does not 
save a life. It contributes to the creation of an entirely 
new person: a fatherless child. 

Even if a man consents to this prior to death, say, by 
having his sperm frozen before beginning cancer treat-

ments, the intentional creation of a fatherless child fails 
to respect the dignity of that child. As Donum Vitae 
states, a child has the right "to be conceived, carried in 
the womb, brought into the world and brought up by his 
own parents." To intentionally create a child outside of 
this situation "represents an objective failure to meet the 
obligations of [parental] love, of conjugal fidelity and of 
responsible [parenthood]” (No. 3).  

Postmortem conception also fails to respect the 
grieving widow. We ought not to dangle a child as a 
salve for suffering women. Grief is a hard but healthy 
process with a natural trajectory. While it is natural to 
want to hold on to our loved ones, children are not cop-
ing mechanisms. Reproductive technologies commodify 
children, offering them as products meant to satisfy pa-
rental desires. 

We know that children are gifts from God; ulti-
mately they remain his, not ours to possess. As parents 
we are stewards of the souls God has made for eternal 
communion with himself. They are born persons, and 
their existence is their own, not subject to parental 
whims. When we choose to construct rather than receive 
them as products of love, we fail in our duty to love 
them freely. 

New technologies have unlatched a Pandora's box 
of reproductive quandaries, creating unprecedented  
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Samantha Stephenson 
OSV News

Pope Francis: 10 titles 
for 10 years

By Elizabeth Scalia 
OSV News 

 
Before he was known for anything else, Pope Francis was known as 

"the first non-European pope in nearly 1,300 years." 
Over the last 10 years, he has led the church with energy and optimism, 

traveling four times a year, on average. Usually he starts and ends those 
trips by praying before the fifth-century Byzantine icon Salus Populi Ro-
mani ("Our Lady, health of the Roman people"), because, "With the Virgin, 
I go with certainty." Rarely seen with a rosary, Francis' devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin is nevertheless deep and transparent for Mary, he has 
written, is "always listening to us!" 

So, we quickly gleaned that the 266th pope would be a Pope of the Pa-
troness of All Humanity. As we've grown to know him, we have also 
learned to call Pope Francis: 

— The Pope of Pragmatic Humility: 
When a stunned looking Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio was an-

nounced in St. Peter's Square, his self-effacing remark (that the conclave 
seemed to have "gone to the end of the world" to find a new bishop of 
Rome), led immediately a request for prayers — first for his predecessor, 
Pope Benedict XVI, and then for, well, everybody: "Let us pray for each 
other (and) for the entire world because there is great brotherhood in the 
world." Eschewing the papal apartments to reside in a guesthouse for visit-
ing clergy, Pope Francis (in his first act of papal continuum) packed his 
own bags, carrying them to his new digs. 

— The Pope of the Poor: 
In his 2016 apostolic letter, Misericordia et Misera, Pope Francis es-

tablished the first World Day of the Poor, later kicking it off in the Paul VI 
Hall, sharing a beautifully catered luncheon with the destitute of Rome. 
The meal became a tradition that — pausing for two years due to the global 
pandemic — was joyfully reestablished in 2022. Even earlier, however, the 
pontiff had arranged for showers to be provided for the homeless near the 
Bernini colonnades embracing St. Peter's Square. Reminding critics that 
Jesus said the poor would always be among us, (Jn 12:8) the pope wrote, 
"There is no alibi to justify not engaging with the poor when Jesus has 
identified himself with each of them." 

— The Pope of Pastoral Tenderness: 
Tenderness comes up frequently in Pope Francis' remarks, and they are 

of a piece with his concerns for the poor. Tenderness suggests intimacy, 
which is what Francis models when taking a meal with the downtrodden 
and engaging with them. He has developed an informal "Theology of Ten-
derness" demonstrating how small things most take for granted — a 
shower, clean clothes, and sometimes simply being seen and greeted in-
stead of ignored — affirm human dignity. "Tenderness is something greater 
than the logic of the world," Francis told a 2022 audience. "It is an unex-
pected way of doing justice." 

— The Pope of Protecting the Environment: 
Tenderness even slips into his thoughts on ecology. Upon receiving the 

fisherman's ring, Pope Francis preached, "let us be protectors of  
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— Some people join the evangeliza-
tion ministry in their parish and develop 
creative ways to invite inactive Catholics 
and people who are unchurched to parish 
events. 

— Some people casually bring God 
into the conversation at work or in the 
community without being overbearing or 
offensive. 

— Some people are willing to pray 
with people who are going through a dif-
ficult time. You should be constantly on 
the lookout for people who may be open 
to a conversion experience. 

 
Seven Signs that Someone Is Open to 

Evangelization: 
1. The most common sign is when 

people begin to ask questions about God, 
good and evil, or the meaning of life. 

2. Reminiscing about Catholic school, 
nuns, priests, or parish activities is 
another sign that someone may feel 
drawn toward God or the church. 

3. Asking about where they can find 

Catholic reading materials is yet another 
sign. It’s a good idea to keep a supply of 
Catholic books, newspapers, magazines, 
and pamphlets on hand. 

4. Comments about the pope, the 
church, or parish activities can be some-
one’s way of starting a conversation with 
you about faith. 

5. Major life events or crises such as 
illness, death, the birth of a baby, gradu-
ations, a job loss or transfer, moving to a 
new home, separation and divorce, finan-
cial difficulties, tension, and other stress-
related situations can trigger a desire to 
find a closer connection to God or the 
church. 

6. Experiencing the presence of God 
during a Mass, a funeral, or the celebra-
tion of a sacrament can stir feelings. 

7. Noticing your faith, love, and deep 
sense of inner peace can capture the at-
tention of people who are searching for 
God. Don’t be surprised if people begin 
to ask about your spiritual life. At that 
point, you’ll know that you are truly an 
evangelizer and the Holy Spirit is work-
ing through you. 

 
A challenge for today 

The word “evangelization” comes 
from the Greek word euaggelizomai, 
which means “to announce good news” 
or “proclaim glad tidings.” The early 
Christians used the word when they 
spread the news about the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Throughout the history of the Catho-
lic Church, evangelization has played a 
key role in converting people to Christ. 
Some of the greatest saints sacrificed 
their lives to spread the Good News of 
Jesus. 

Today, evangelization is becoming an 
increasingly important part of Catholic 
life following the direction of Pope St. 
John Paul II, whose call for a “New 
Evangelization” captured the minds, 
hearts and imaginations of Catholics all 
over the world. 

 
“Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, to the close of the age” (Mt 
28:19-20). 

 

For Further Reading: 
— St. Paul VI. “On Evangelization in 

the Modern World” (Evangelii Nuntiandi) 
— St. John Paul II. “Go into All the 

World” (Euntes in Mundum) 
— St. John Paul II. “On the Per-

manent Validity of the Church’s Mission-
ary Mandate (Redemptoris Missio) 

— Duquin, Lorene Hanley. When a 
Loved One Leaves the Church (Our Sun-
day Visitor, 2001) 

— Hahn, Scott. Evangelizing Catho-
lics: A Mission Manual for the New 
Evangelization (Our Sunday Visitor, 
2014). 

— Madrid, Patrick. Answer Me This! 
(Our Sunday Visitor, 2003) 

— Martin, Ralph. The Urgency of the 
New Evangelization: Answering the Call 
(Our Sunday Visitor, 2013). 

—Welborn, Amy. Prove It! God, Re-
vised Edition (Our Sunday Visitor, 2010) 

- - - 
Lorene Hanley Duquin is the author 

of Catholic books, pamphlets, and ar-
ticles on a variety of evangelization and 
ministry topics. She has conducted work-
shops in parishes and at diocesan confer-
ences in the United States and Canada.

EVANGELIZATION 
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circumstances and shifting the way we understand the 
meaning of parenthood and the family. What is meant to 
reflect God’s deep love and shared life in the Trinity is 
being dissected, rebranded and sold to the highest bidder. 
Embryos are the subject of custody battles, implanted ex-
perimentally 30 or more years after conception, frozen in-
definitely, or else donated to science or simply left to thaw. 
The dystopian reality of children being genetically made to 

order is already coming to pass, and lab-grown babies are-
n't far behind. Some academics are even proposing that we 
grow babies in the bodies of women in a permanent vege-
tative state. 

We are the only creatures God has made that are so ca-
pable of and complicit in our own destruction — of choos-
ing to disfigure the ways in which we image him. It is 
incumbent upon us as God's sons and daughters to choose 
to abstain from the exercise of such power, to leave this 
fruit untouched so that we might better see and understand 
the authentic life of love and joy God has created for us to 
live. To choose anything else is to choose that which is 

lesser. 
We might not always see why, but this is our faith. Be-

cause we know that God is good, we are called to willingly 
engage with our portions. Rather than grasping — like Eve 
— at the things we perceive as being "better" we must rec-
ognize ourselves as creatures subject to our Creator, imi-
tating the humility of Mary as we echo, "Let it be." 

- - - 
Samantha Stephenson is a Catholic wife and home-

schooling mother of 4, host of the "Brave New Us" pod-
cast, and author of Reclaiming Motherhood from a 
Culture Gone Mad and the Mama Prays Devotional.
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busca de consejo y absolución. 
El Padre Curry explicó que no podía conceder  

una absolución formal porque no había sido llamado al 
sacerdocio. 

"¿Por qué no?", preguntó el hombre. "¿Quién te 
llama?" 

El Padre Curry explicó que Dios y la comunidad 
cristiana llaman. 

"Pues yo le llamo a usted", proclamó el hombre. 
Tal vez esto era Dios tocando un tambor para el 

Padre Curry. 
Cuando Rick Curry estaba en primer grado, una fa-

mosa reliquia — el brazo derecho conservado del cofun-
dador de los jesuitas, San Francisco Javier — visitó 
Filadelfia. El Padre Jesuita James Martin cuenta que su 
madre llevó a su futuro hermano a verla. Sus compañe-
ros de clase pensaron que el niño podría experimentar un 
milagro. 

Pero su hermana dijo que se alegraba de que no se 
produjera ningún milagro, porque "me gustas como 

eres". 
¿Cómo afectaron esas palabras a la vida de Curry en 

adelante? Piensa en las oportunidades que tenemos de 
decir a otra persona, como hizo Rick Curry toda su vida: 
"Me gustas tal como eres". 

A menudo, necesitamos decírnoslo a nosotros mis-
mos, en lugar de medirnos por los estándares del mundo. 

Eres suficiente. Tal y como eres. 
- - - 

Effie Caldarola es una esposa, madre y abuela que 
recibió su maestría en ministerio pastoral de la Univer-
sidad de Seattle.
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subsiste la chica joven, inocente, bond-
adosa, popular y atractiva que estuvo una 
vez en la escuela secundaria. No se hace 
cargo de qué pequeño ha venido a ser su 
mundo, de qué pocos amigos verdaderos 
tiene, de qué poco admira algo o a al-
guien, ni tampoco en qué abandono físico 
ha caído. 

Su despertar es súbito y cruel. Un día 
de invierno, andrajosamente vestida con 
un viejo abrigo con capucha, toca la cam-
panilla de una casa donde ella despacha 
huevos. Un ocurrente chico responde, y 
Hagar logra oír que ese chico dice a su 
madre: ¡Esa horrible vieja de los huevos 
está a la puerta! El centavo cae. 

Aturdida, se marcha de la casa y se 

dirige a un baño público donde enciende 
todas las luces y examina su rostro en un 
espejo. Lo que vuelve sus pensamientos 
al pasado es un rostro que ella no recon-
oce, alguien patéticamente en contradic-
ción con quien ella se imagina ser. En 
realidad ve a la mujer horrible y anciana 
de los huevos que vio el chico en la 
puerta, más bien que a la mujer joven, 
agraciada, atractiva y de gran corazón 
que ella aún se imagina ser. “¿Cómo 
puede haber sucedido esto?”, se pre-
gunta. ¿Cómo podemos nosotros, insen-
sibles a nosotros mismos, convertirnos en 
alguien a quien no conocemos ni nos 
gusta? 

De algún modo, esto nos pasa a 
todos. No es fácil envejecer, aceptar la 
caída de lo que soñamos para nosotros 
mismos, observar a los jóvenes tomar 
posesión y recibir la popularidad y acla-

mación que una vez fueron nuestras. Al 
igual que Saúl, podemos llenarnos de 
unos celos que no reconocemos, y como 
Hagar, podemos crecer amargados y feos 
sin darnos cuenta. Los demás por su-
puesto que lo notan. 

No es que no ganemos algo cuando 
sucede esto. Normalmente, crecemos más 
astutos,  más inteligentes al modo del 
mundo y permanecemos siendo gente de 
buen corazón y generosos. Con todo, ten-
demos a ser más intratables de lo que éra-
mos antes, a quejarnos demasiado, a 
sentirnos demasiado pesarosos por noso-
tros mismos y a darnos más a maldecir 
que a bendecir a los que nos han reem-
plazado: los jóvenes, los populares, los 
aclamados. 

Y así, la penúltima tarea espiritual y 
humana de la segunda mitad de la vida es 
dejar esa celotipia y fealdad, y retornar 

de nuevo al amor, a la inocencia y a la 
bondad de nuestra juventud con el fin de 
revirginizar, mudarnos hacia una segunda 
ingenuidad y empezar de nuevo a admi-
rar algo. 

Al comienzo del libro del Apocal-
ipsis, Juan, dando a entender que habla 
de parte de Dios, tiene un consejo para 
nosotros, al menos para aquellos de noso-
tros que estamos más allá de la flor de la 
juventud: “He visto qué duro trabajas. 
Reconozco tu generosidad y todo el buen 
trabajo que realizas, pero tengo esto con-
tra ti: ¡Ahora tienes en ti menos amor que 
cuando eras joven! ¡Vuelve y fíjate desde 
dónde has caído!” 

Podríamos desear oír esto de parte de 
la escritura antes de que lo oigamos casu-
almente de alguna joven diciendo a su 
madre que una persona abatida, amargada 
y vieja está a la puerta.   
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responsibility for God’s earth means that we need to respect natu-
ral laws and the delicate equilibria existing between all creatures 
of this world. Consider offsetting carbon emissions by investing 
in clean and renewable energy projects around the world, begin-
ning with your local community. Unplug: Use energy more effec-
tively, beginning with your home. Unplug items when they are 
not in use. Buy goods with high energy efficient standards and 
consider making the switch to renewable energy. Travel Smarter: 
Transportation is now the largest producer of carbon emissions. 
Take public transit, biking, or walking when possible. It is good 
for your health and the planet. Climate Action, one bite at a time: 
Your foods carbon footprint is the greenhouse gas emissions pro-
duced by the growing, harvesting, processing, transporting, cook-
ing, and disposing of the foods we eat. Also, food waste is an 
enormous hidden contributor to climate change. Avoid plastic 
items, especially single use. Shop Smarter: Support companies 
driven by sustainability and committed to transparency. Your 
power as a consumer can be enormously impactful. 

Vote Earth: Consider climate issues at local, national, and 
global levels. Carefully study the environmental platforms of your 

candidates. Organize: One person can make a difference, but to-
gether we can make a movement. Invest and divest: Use your 
funds to increase clean energy companies. Show your support: By 
supporting programs and organizations that are fighting climate 
change and working on the ground to make a difference. Earth 
Day is that special day to remind ourselves how we are to protect 
and care for our beautiful Planet Earth that sustains our life needs 
and how we are to share in a loving way these gifts of God with 
others that belong to all the people on earth. 

Mother Earth nourishes us without asking anything in ex-
change. She cannot continue to do so if we do not take care of her. 

  
We Need to Celebrate These Two Special Days of Creation 

 
As we celebrate these two special days of creation, we se-

riously reflect on many recent reports that human activity is 
warming our planet at alarming rates. These activities are affect-
ing many events around the world, causing tremendous harm to 
people today and great threats to the future of generations yet to 
be born. The unprecedented wildfires, heat waves, droughts, 
storms, and flooding in our nation and around the world are tragic 
examples of what the future holds. At the same time, solutions 
exist now that can help slow and even reverse this warming cre-
ating a healthy and thriving future for all people. Some scientists 
propose thinking of new solutions like climate engineering, which 

is a fascinating new area of research, but we do not know all the 
effects that might arise. To move this vision forward, we must 
strengthen our nation’s moral and political will to care for the 
common good. 

Pope Francis, in his environmental encyclical letter, Laudato 
Si’, invites us to hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor 
and those most affected by the harm done to our environment. He 
stresses for us in his message, “to show mercy to our common 
home.” Because of the devastation done to the environment, Pope 
Francis points out that thousands of species will no longer give 
glory to God by their very existence nor convey their message to 
us. He affirms that “an integral ecology emphasizes human be-
ings are deeply connected with all of creation.” When we mistreat 
nature, we also mistreat human beings. At the same time, each 
creature has its own intrinsic value that must be respected. 

The beautiful creation that surrounds us is a chalice of grace 
from our Creator. It is gracious because it reveals God’s abundant 
goodness. These two wonderful creation days calls us to thank 
God for our beautiful common home and pray and work to pre-
serve it for future generations. This grace, this goodness, is found 
everywhere and treating it with disrespect and abuse is blas-
phemy. The imprint of the Creator, as the patron of the environ-
ment, St. Francis, teaches us, is found in all of creation, especially 
in humans. The environment is sacred as it comes from the holy 
hand of the Creator, and to ruthlessly exploit it is a sacrilege.

CREATION 
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creation, (of) God's plan inscribed in nature, protectors of one 
another, and of the environment," adding, "Protecting demands good-
ness, it calls for a certain tenderness." In his groundbreaking encycli-
cal, Laudato Si', he extolled St. Joseph who, "shows great tenderness, 
which is not a mark of the weak but of those who are genuinely 
strong. … That is why he was proclaimed custodian of the universal 
church," who can, "inspire us to work with generosity and tenderness 
in protecting this world" (242). 

— The Pope of Pandemic Prayer and Consolation: 
In a fearsome and grave global moment, as the whole world went 

into lockdown — isolated and prevented from being with loved ones 
dying all alone — Pope Francis brought us into supplication before 
God, making "An Extraordinary Prayer in the Time of Pandemic" on 
the evening of March 27, 2020. Starkly alone in St. Peter's Square, 
accompanied only by a 15th- century crucifix, the pope gave voice to 
what all humanity was feeling: "Thick darkness has gathered … 
taken over our lives, filling everything with a deafening silence and a 
distressing void … we find ourselves afraid and lost." With a mon-
strance, he blessed the world with the Holy Eucharist, and then — re-
pairing to the interior of St. Peter's Basilica — invited us, via 
satellite, into an hour's contemplation before the merciful Christ, 
there present. 

— The Pope of Plain (and Plane) Talk: 
During 40 trips abroad, Francis — who has expressed a dislike of 

excessive formalities — has often gone "off script" amid in-flight 
press conferences. His remarks, especially when taken out of context, 
became sensations. While returning from the 2013 World Youth Day 
gathering, the pope was asked about homosexual men in the clergy. 
He answered, "If someone is gay and he searches for the Lord, and 
has goodwill, who am I to judge?" Unsurprisingly, parties for and 
against cherry-picked the comment and controversy ensued. In The 
Name of God is Mercy — his book-length interview with Andrea Tor-
nielli published in 2016 — Francis addressed the brouhaha head-on, 
saying he had paraphrased "the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
where it says that these people should be treated with delicacy and 
not be marginalized." He reminded us that accompaniment has prece-
dent in the Gospels, and thus we should, "show goodwill, show them 
the way and accompany them along it." 

— The Pope Proponent of the Marginalized: 
The pope's concern for people on the margins is sincere and 

deep. Early in his pontificate — while he was still surprisingly nim-
ble for an older man missing a portion of a lung — he habitually 
waded into the crowds to greet people, kiss babies and give his secu-
rity detail agita. On one memorable occasion, encountering a man 
whose face was covered in tumors thanks to a genetic disorder, Pope 
Francis, like his saintly namesake, gently kissed and embraced him 
— a man who a beauty-obsessed world found hard to look at and 
easy to relegate to the sidelines. "We will not find the Lord unless we 
truly accept the marginalized," Francis preached at a 2015 Mass for 
new cardinals. "Truly, dear brothers, the Gospel of the marginalized 
is where our credibility is at stake, is discovered and is revealed." 

We might alliteratively understand Pope Francis in other ways, 
and his encyclicals would support us: 

— The Pope of the People: Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and So-
cial Friendship) 

— The Pope of Prayerful Joy: Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the 
Gospel) 

— The Pope of Perpetual Hope: Lumen Fidei (The Light of 
Faith) 

He is slowing now. At the funeral of Pope Benedict XVI, it was 
obvious that the pope was suffering as he stood in farewell, before 
the casket was borne into St. Peter's for interment. Sometimes using a 
wheelchair, he recently made a plea for those enduring chronic pain. 

As this formerly vigorous bishop of Rome winds down, we re-
member these moments of greatness and know the pope by his fruits, 
all while acknowledging what work is yet undone — that scandal and 
crises within the church remain insufficiently addressed — that 
people are still in pain. We can do that prayerfully and compassion-
ately, remembering the intentions of a pope who — now perhaps in 
his twilight — is daily wrestling with substantial and challenging is-
sues within the culture, the church and his beloved Society of Jesus. 

Doing so would demonstrate that we've learned something about 
tenderness, and spiritual generosity, over these past 10 years. 

- - - 
Elizabeth Scalia is culture editor for OSV News. Follow her on 

Twitter @theanchoress.
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tradición de colegialidad y discernimiento común" 
en la iglesia latinoamericana. 

Ese aporte a la Iglesia universal desde lo que 
históricamente se ha considerado el margen del 
mundo teológico es lo que el Dr. Hosffman Ospino, 
profesor asociado de ministerio hispano y educación 
religiosa en Boston College, identificó como el 
mayor impacto del pontificado del Papa Francisco. 

"Tradicionalmente hemos mirado a América La-
tina como un territorio de misión, pero no lo hemos 
considerado como un lugar de liderazgo. Francisco 
cambia todo eso", Ospino dijo a CNS. "Él demues-
tra que el catolicismo latinoamericano vibra con 
mucha energía tanto teológica como pastoral". 

Para los inmigrantes latinoamericanos, especial-

mente en Europa y Estados Unidos, dijo Ospino, la 
figura del Papa Francisco "reafirmó" su experiencia 
de la iglesia y los volvió a poner en contacto con un 
vocabulario de "misión" y un cariño por la devoción 
popular, propios de las iglesias en las que crecieron. 

El Obispo Daniel Flores de Brownsville, Texas, 
señaló a CNS que tener un papa proveniente de 
América Latina "ha abierto a la iglesia universal la 
perspectiva de América Latina". Como líder de una 
diócesis fronteriza con México, el Obispo Flores 
dijo que el estilo pastoral del Papa Francisco y su 
cuidado por los migrantes "resuena mucho" con la 
realidad del Valle del Río Grande. 

"Todos traen consigo su historia cuando sirven 
en el sacerdocio, y ciertamente el papa también lo 
hace", expresó, "y su sentido pastoral de tratar de no 
olvidar a nadie y de tener siempre en cuenta a quién 
no se está cuidando es algo que nace mucho de esa 
experiencia latinoamericana".
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Boston College, identified as the greatest impact of 
Pope Francis' pontificate. 

"We have traditionally looked at Latin America 
as mission territory, but we haven't looked to it for 
leadership. Francis changes all that," he told CNS. 
"He shows that Latin American Catholicism is vi-
brant with much energy that is both theological and 
pastoral." 

For Latin American immigrants, especially in 
Europe and the United States, Ospino said, the fig-
ure of Pope Francis "reaffirmed" their experience of 
the church and put them back in contact with a vo-

cabulary of "mission" and a fondness for popular 
devotion typical of the churches they grew up in. 

Bishop Daniel Flores of Brownsville, Texas, 
told CNS that having a pope from Latin America 
has "opened up to the universal church the perspec-
tive of Latin America." As the leader of a diocese 
that borders Mexico, Bishop Flores said Pope Fran-
cis' pastoral style and care for migrants "very much 
resonates" with the reality of the Rio Grande Valley. 

"Everyone brings their history with them when 
they serve in the priesthood, and certainly in the pa-
pacy," he said, "and his pastoral sense of trying not 
to forget anybody and trying to always keep in mind 
who might not be taken care of is something that is 
very much born out of that Latin American experi-
ence."

POPE 
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The continent was only a bystander in a world that had 
become less Eurocentric. He said the rest of the world 
often looks at the continent as an old, barren lady: "In 
many quarters we encounter a general impression of 
weariness and aging, of a Europe which is now a 
“grandmother,” no longer fertile and vibrant," the pon-
tiff stressed. 

The humbler the people he encountered, it seems, 
the more prone Francis is to praise and champion them. 
This is not, of course, a pope who promotes poverty, but 
a man who has encountered in the humble ones of this 
earth, the clear representation of what he means when 
he calls for a “poor church for the poor,” one that gets 
out of the sacristy to find people where they are — an 
"Iglesia en salida" (or a "church that goes out"). 

For many, understanding what he means by this has 
been a challenge. There are those who think he wants a 
Marxist, populist or Peronist church, in reference to Ar-
gentina’s Justicialista party, founded by General Juan 
Domingo Peron and immortalized in an artistic, if his-
torically inaccurate, way by Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Evita. Others believe he wants to reform the church so it 
focuses solely on the excluded because they live in situ-
ations the church teaches are irregular — the divorced 
and civilly remarried couples; those cohabitating; the 
LGBT community, and so on. But at the end of the day, 
people who know the pope best — those who knew him 
when he was just Father Jorge Mario Bergoglio — un-
derstand that the idea of a "poor church for the poor" is 
a literal one, not a metaphor. 

Argentine theologian Juan Carlos Scannone says a 
key part of what shapes Francis’s thought is a strongly 
Argentinian stream of Catholic thinking called "theol-
ogy of the people." 

It holds, Scannone told me years ago, that reflection 
on virtually any topic shouldn’t start with ideological 
categories, but with the concrete experiences of ordi-
nary people. 

Friends say Bergoglio’s identity was forged by 
Buenos Aires’ popular religiosity, some of which goes 
back to the colonial era that brought devotions such as 
Our Lady of Luján, patroness of Argentina. A second in-
fluence is that of immigrants who would wait in line for 
hours to venerate the image of St. Cajetan, patron of 
bread and work. 

These expressions of popular piety have kept mil-
lions flocking to shrines as an expression of the people’s 
faith. Francis learned to value such expressions of devo-
tion early on, seeing them not merely as quaint or kit-
schy, but rather as a touchstone for both theology and 
pastoral activity. 

Theological treatises have been written about Pope 
Francis and this popular religiosity. Another element in-
grained in this theology of the people, often ignored, 
can help us understand his constant reaching out to the 
humble ones of this earth: it stems not only from the 
Gospel but from his firsthand experience of the incred-
ible generosity often displayed by those who have less. 
Mistake me not: I am not romanticizing poverty when I 
say that in those slums of Buenos Aires neighbors know 
one another by name, help one another when there is 
nothing to eat, support one another and defend one 
another from the constant looming threat of substance 
abuse. In other words, those who have nothing are will-
ing to give everything. 

Francis saw this firsthand when walking these 
slums, and he projects this as the reality on the ground 
in the peripheries he visits when traveling abroad — 
most of them lands of mission forsaken by everyone but 
God. 

The pope of the peripheries shines a light on those 
who have less not only because he thinks the world can 
help, but because he knows that the comfortable-but-
spiritually impoverished have much to learn from them, 
including the role of generosity, if we are to build a last-
ing peace. 

- - - 
Inés San Martin is vice president of communica-

tions for the Pontifical Mission Societies USA. Follow 
her on Twitter @inesanma.
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or on Tamara Ramirez, a senior psychology 
major from Tahoka, near Lubbock. Rami-
rez is on track to graduate in May and was 
delighted when she was asked to read one 
of the Scriptures during the Mass. She 
sometimes finds it hard to attend Mass at a 
local parish and was glad that the bishop 
came to campus and mentioned the historic 
setting. 

“It makes me feel so much more con-
nected to McMurry,” she said.  

Bishop Sis wove in a tutorial on Ash 
Wednesday and the season of Lent at each 
stop. At Abilene Christian University, he 
was greeted by students in the campus 
Lighthouse Catholic organization, who 
treated him to lunch afterward. Diego Lo-
zano Welsh, a senior management major 
from Coppell, serves as president of the or-
ganization and introduced the bishop.  

A university, Bishop Sis noted, is a 
place to exchange ideas, to learn, and to get 
to know each other. He explained the sig-
nificance of Ash Wednesday, which marks 
the beginning of Lent, the 40-day period 
leading to Easter. The word “Lent” derives 
from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which 
refers to springtime and to the lengthening 
of days. From December to June, the 
bishop explained, the days get longer and 
the nights get shorter. The symbolism is 
significant. 

“The light is gradually winning over 
the darkness,” Bishop Sis said at the ACU 
service.  

Likewise, Christians should turn away 
from sin toward the light of Christ. In the 
early church, Lent was a time for new 
Christians to prepare to be baptized on 
Easter. It was a time of intense prayer and 
focus, much like today. The number 40 is 
found often in passages from both the Old 
and New Testaments, the bishop explained. 
The Israelites roamed the wilderness for 40 
years. Jesus was in the desert for 40 days.  

“Our use of 40 days of the season of 
Lent is modeled after that,” Bishop Sis 
said. 

Sometimes sacrifices are made during 
Lent, the bishop noted, but that is not an at-
tempt to win salvation. Instead, it is a re-
sponse to God’s unconditional love. During 
Lent, Christians dedicate themselves to 
turning away from the superficial toward a 
deeper relationship with God.  

Often, people give up things for Lent 
that aren’t necessarily bad but may be the 
focus of our attention. Those might include 
things like ice cream, chocolates, alcohol, 
or meat. “These are part of the good things 
of God’s earth,” Bishop Sis said, but could 
become detrimental in excess.  

Sacrifices made during Lent are an at-
tempt to connect us more personally with 
the sacrifices of Jesus, the bishop said, and 
to help us to not take things for granted. 
Three traditions associated with Lent — 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving — help 
with that focus. At the McMurry service, 
Bishop Sis talked about types of prayer that 
are helpful and on the importance of a 
quiet, regular prayer time. 

“It’s conversation time with God,” he 
said. 

Stations of the Cross, confession, daily 
readings, praying the rosary, and eucharis-
tic adoration are all helpful when devel-
oping a prayer routine. Helpful resources 
include the website of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, usccb.org, and the app 
iBreviary. 

The bishop also emphasized the signifi-
cance of almsgiving. That can include the 
sharing of space, time, and resources. He 
suggested giving to the St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store, 1241 Walnut St. in Abilene. 

All the Lenten practices — prayer, fast-
ing, and almsgiving — serve as reminders 
that individual Christians are part of some-
thing bigger than themselves, the bishop 
said at the McMurry service. Christians 
around the world are engaging in the same 
holy season. 

“We are not alone, we are connected,” 
Bishop Sis said. “We’re in this special time 
together.”   

- - - 
Loretta Fulton is a freelance writer in 

Abilene. Her website is  
https://spiritofabilene.com/.
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