
MEETING MINUTES:  PASTORAL COUNCIL, JANUARY 30, 2022 
 
 
In attendance:   Fr. Kirk, Matt Trinca, Michelle Trinca, Alan Wesenberg, Melissa Wesenberg, Tyler 
Shiels, Casey Saoit, Linda Popolano, Sue Garcia (Outreach Coordinator, guest) 
 
 

1. Fr. Kirk opened the meeting with prayer. 

 
2. Sue Garcia was invited to today’s meeting by Fr. Kirk to speak about the various projects coordinated by 

the Outreach Committee and to invite us to think about ideas for Outreach post-COVID.  Outreach 

meets once a month and has many long-time members and also a half dozen new parishioners who 

have recently volunteered.  Their projects include:  working with KofC on Mercy’s Gate food pantry 

collections; an annual collection of baby goods for new mothers in May; a Back-to-School supply drive in 

late summer; a Thanksgiving Food Drive; sponsoring Fostering Hope, which supports families with foster 

children; the Christmas Giving Tree; God’s Sneakers in Panama; and supporting the Marian House Soup 

Kitchen (although COVID rules no longer allow a group to serve, many Outreach members serve 

individually).  Fr. Kirk spoke about how our greatest responsibilities are to the ones closes to us, which is 

why, though we support God’s Sneakers, most Outreach projects serve our local community.  Sue said, 

and everyone agreed, that Outreach should focus on a few projects (see above) and serve them well.  

Melissa said she no longer receives the information from KofC and Mercy’s Gate on how many pounds 

of food are donated each month.  Sue and Alan said that information is still available, and they will make 

sure Melissa gets it each month for the bulletin. 

 

3. Matt told us that Marc Lanning attended the Faith-Based Security Network meeting this month, which is 

sponsored by the FBI.  Marc will be working on this with Luis Saenz, John Stanton and Paul Graff. 

 

4. We worked on revising the draft of the parish mission statement from last month, this time with the 

benefit of Fr. Kirk’s input.  The final version of the mission statement:  “At Saint Gabriel the Archangel 

Roman Catholic Church, our mission is to form a community of disciples who will be beacons of 

Christ’s light, spreading God’s love and truth to the world.”  Matt moved to take a vote to approve this 

mission statement, and it was approved unanimously. 

 

5. Michelle shared with us some of her ideas for the new website she’ll be creating with E-Catholic.  She 

also showed us the clergy and staff page from her sister’s parish in California, which contains “about 

me” information for the clergy and staff members to create a sense of community and belonging.  

Michelle also plans to take new photos of all clergy and staff members, and Fr. Kirk said he can use these 

photos for the wall where he plans to display photos of PC and Finance Council members.  Michelle is 

going to find out from E-Catholic if there would be link available to PC members to follow her progress 

as she creates the site, so that we can give opinions and suggestions to her.  She discussed how each 

major ministry category, for example, Liturgy & Worship, Faith Formation, Pastoral Support, Sponsored 

Organizations, etc., will have its own page at the website.  While Briarfest has a link on the current 



website to a separate site where attendees can get schedules, ticket info, etc., Fr. Kirk would like the 

Briarfest page at the parish website to talk what Briarfest’s connection is with our Catholic faith, why the 

parish hosts Briarfest, and what it means to our parish (400 volunteers coming together, etc.)  Michelle 

also clarified with Fr. Kirk that PC minutes and Finance Council minutes need to be posted to the 

website. 

 

6. Casey spoke about her progress on Newcomer Dinners.  She was able to obtain the information that 127 

new families joined the parish last year.  She needs to study the statistics more to see what the optimal 

frequency for Newcomer Dinners would be, probably quarterly, definitely less frequently than once a 

month and more frequently than once a year. 

 

7. Linda shared that only one person has volunteered for the Greeter Team so far; however, this weekend 

is the first weekend the announcement appears in the bulletin.  She has contacted Kathy Kotora to 

discuss Health & Safety training for a Greeter team once it is assembled.   

 

8. Tyler has not been able to devote much time to working on in-home dinners, but will be working on it 

going forward. 

 

9. Julio couldn’t attend today, but is working on expanding and identifying points of contact in the Hispanic 

ministries, especially since Isaac Sosa has had to leave the PC due to other commitments.  Julio will be 

looking for another member of the Hispanic community to join the PC. 

 

10. Matt reported that he has been working with Dcn. Mike on scheduling Jesse Romero’s talks for March 7 

and 8.  The first night, the talk will be in English; the second night, it will be in Spanish.  It was decided 

the Parish Hall would be the best location. 

 

11. Alan said the Liturgical Ministry Fair is arranged, with three tables to be set up in the narthex after all 

Masses on the weekend of Feb. 26/27. 

 

12. Fr. Kirk brought the Council up to date on plans for the new Volunteer Coordinator and replacing the 

Afternoon Receptionist. 

 

13. Fr. Kirk shared the latest news on the elementary school.  He just had the last specifications meeting 

with the architect for the 90,000 sq.ft. space.  While the new school building won’t be ready for students 

until the school year beginning August 2024, plans are being explored to begin a preK-Grade 5 school in 

the classrooms that Chesterton Academy has used this school year.  Chesterton Academy is moving to 

Corpus Christi School for next year.  On-line surveys and parent interviews will be held over the next 

several weeks to ascertain if there is enough interest for this is to be feasible beginning this fall (2022).  

A decision to go forward for the upcoming school year or not will made in mid-March. 

 

 
 



14.  The next PC meeting will be a virtual meeting on Monday, Feb. 14 at 8 p.m.  The next in-person meeting 

will be Sunday, Feb. 27 at 11:30 a.m. 

 
15.  Julio will lead the opening and closing prayers at the Feb. 14 on-line meeting. 

 

16. Fr. Kirk closed the meeting with prayer. 
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