
MEETING MINUTES:  PASTORAL COUNCIL, OCTOBER 31, 2021 
 
In attendance:   Fr. Kirk Slattery (for the St. Gabriel statue portion of the meeting only), Matt Trinca, 
Alan Wesenberg, Michelle Trinca, Melissa Wesenberg, Tyler Shiels, Julio Adon, Linda Popolano 
 

1. Michelle opened the meeting with prayer. 

 
2. Fr. Kirk presented information on the St. Gabriel (Annunciation) Statue project for the circle at the front 

of the church, which has been under discussion for many years.  The project has already been approved 

by the Finance Council and, like the Mary statue – which was a much smaller project – it will be 

completely funded by donations, not out of parish operating expenses.  The artist is from Colorado and 

has created many bronze statues, including one of St. Michael and one of St. Rafael.  He created the 

initial design for no cost.  The finished statue will be 12 feet tall to the tip of the wing (the highest point).  

It will take a year and a half to complete, during which time the funds will be raised.  The total cost 

(including shipping and placement) will be $170,000.  The Finance Council is ready to move ahead with 

the first $25,000 installment, and additional installments will be needed every few months.  After both 

the FC and the PC approve, the Bishop’s approval will be the final approval needed, given the size of the 

project.  Vince Colarelli has designed a raised pedestal pro bono for the statue; the area around the 

statue will have memorial plaques for which parishioners can donate in memory of a loved one.  

$15,000 towards the statue will come from the initial Briarfest fund (created before Briarfest was 

profitable) which now only needs a minimum balance of $5,000.  Also, the parish may be able to get a 

grant for a portion of the expense from the Diocese.  Parishioners can contribute at different levels of 

contribution for different size plaques.  Because bronze is a market commodity like other metals, the 

exact total cost for materials may fluctuate as the proposed estimate is based on the current price.  

There was some discussion about how, during the fundraising campaign, we might get the artist to come 

speak to the parish or create video with the story behind his motivation to create this piece of artwork 

and about the significance of its details. 

 
3. Melissa put forth the motion to fund the statue.  Alan seconded the motion.  Matt, as chairperson, 

signed the PC’s approval to Fr. Kirk’s letter to Bishop Golka. 

 

4. Based on our at-home viewing of Sections 2 & 3 of the Parish Renewal video, we talked about the four 

types of parishes described on the video.  We agreed that St. Gabriel is a “swelling parish”, growing in 

numbers but not engaging all of our parishioners in the life of the parish. 

 

5. Julio was asked his opinion on what would be helpful in more closely engaging members of the Spanish 

community in parish life, specifically as to whether a Spanish priest in residence would be something 

that would be help increase the involvement of Hispanic parishioners (referring back to when Fr. Jose 

was parochial vicar).  Julio agreed that, indeed, this would be something very appealing to the Spanish 

community. 

 



6. Together, we viewed Section 4, parts 1 & 2, of the Parish Renewal videos.  These videos encourage 

“clarity and intentionality” in everything we do as a parish.  We should create a culture in which 

everyone in the parish can easily answer the question “Why does this parish exist?”  The videos stress 

that everything should be simple and clear, that hyperactivity can be the enemy of fruitfulness and can 

cause burn out.  “People>Process>Programs” is shorthand for the fact that people are the most 

important focus of our attention, that process is secondary to people, and both of those are actually 

more important than specific programs.   

 

7. We talked about several ways we can work towards the goals in #6 above.  For instance, we discussed 

ways to possibly bring people together and to have them meet others in the parish and learn more 

about what the parish has to offer, some examples being newcomer lunches/dinners, better 

communication, a possible survey of parishioners, and/or a mission either as one-day retreat or a 3-

night program (possibly based on “The 99”, the basic guide to which the parish already owns).  These 

efforts would follow the path to discipleship presented in the videos, which we mapped from the St. 

Gabriel mission statement: Pre-evangelization ("being heralds of the gospel"), leading to Evangelization 

("evangelize the Good News" to our parishioners), leading to Discipleship ("enriching and nurturing" 

people's relationship with Jesus), leading to Apostolate ("going forth" to extend the Good News to our 

community). 

 
8. We began to talk about creating a Pastoral Council mission statement, but ran out of time and will 

address that at our next meeting.  At our next meeting, we will also discuss the parish website, including 

Michelle presenting information on alternative platforms and figuring out comparative costs. 

 

9. Our next meeting will be a combination business meeting/quarterly dinner at the Rectory on Sunday, 

November 21 at 5 p.m.  Fr. Kirk will be making the arrangements for the meal.   

 

10. Our December meeting will be a virtual meeting on Monday, December 6 at 8 p.m. 

 

11. Michelle closed the meeting with prayer.  Fr. Kirk will lead prayer at the November 21 meeting. 
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