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• TO DELIGHT 
• Rejoice, Alleluia! 

• Jesus has been raised from the 

dead by God our Father! 

• Sin never ever wins! 

• We celebrate the victory of 

the Trinity for six whole 

weeks. 

• Today is Week Three of the six 

weeks of Easter! 

• As today’s Psalm says, “I will 

praise you, Lord, you have 

rescued me. You have raised 

my soul from the dead.” 

• TO TEACH 

• As I said last week, I want to 

focus on the 1st Readings from 

the Acts of the Apostles. 

• They were the first people on 

earth living in the light of Jesus 

being raised from the dead. 

• They are an example to us on 

how we too can live in the 

light of the resurrection in 

both our personal lives and 

our collective lives as 

parishioners. 

• In Science, there’s a saying: 

For every action, there’s an 

equal and opposite reaction. 

• Today’s 1st Reading is the end 

of Chapter 5 of Acts, by the 

negative reaction of the 

Jewish authorities to the 

positive preaching of the 

apostles to the people. 

 

 

• People were leaving the 

Jewish faith and becoming 

followers of Jesus, i.e., 

accepting him as the Messiah, 

the promised one. 

• The Jewish authorities were 

full of destructive zeal to shut 

the apostles down. 

• Today’s reading is about the 

next part of the story where 

there are FIVE KEY MESSAGES 

FOR US: 

• 1. OBEDIENCE TO GOD 

COMES BEFORE OBEDIENCE 

TO MEN, that is AUSTRALIAN 

CULTURE. 

• Jesus obeyed his Father’s will. 

• “Thy Will be done” is in his 

“Our Father” Prayer. 

• Who do we obey? Is the 

culture of the day to work, 

work, work, and spend, spend, 

spend? 

• 2. GOD HAS NOW RAISED UP 

[JESUS] TO BE LEADER AND 

SAVIOUR. 

• Does Jesus us in how we live 

our lives? 

• Do we have a strong sense of 

gratefulness to Jesus for 

saving us from our sins? 

• Is he the leader of our lives? 

• 3. WE ARE WITNESSES TO ALL 

THIS, WE AND THE HOLY 
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SPIRIT, WHOM GOD HAS 

GIVEN TO THOSE WHO OBEY 

HIM 

• Here we are again back to 

talking about obedience that 

was our first fruit of these 

words of Scripture. 

 

• Do we have a strong sense of 

being a witness to Jesus, 

raised from the dead in 

today’s 3rd Millennium world? 

• How do we witness to Jesus 

being raised from the dead? 

• It’s going to cost us to witness 

to the risen Jesus in terms of 

our lived lives; How much are 

we prepared to pay? 

• All these questions demand 

our deep thought and prayer. 

• 4. WARNING: DO NOT SPEAK 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS. 

• We need to know our society 

is sending this same message 

as a warning.  

• Notice the word, “Name.” 

• Jewish Culture put a lot of 

importance in a person’s 

name. 

• Names in Jewish Culture 

reflect who the person was in 

themselves. 

• The name, “Jesus” means to 

deliver, to rescue. 

• Do we give in to this warning 

so that we chose not to 

witness to Jesus in how we live 

our lives? 

• 5. GLAD TO HAVE THE 

HONOUR OF SUFFERING 

HUMILIATION FOR THE SAKE 

OF THE NAME. 

• Again, we hear the word, 

“Name.” 

• What a change in the apostles: 

from Flight during the Passion, 

to great Public Witness to a 

Risen Jesus. 

• They were now glad to suffer 

for Jesus and felt honoured for 

having suffered. 

• What a turnaround in them. 

• They knew themselves that 

they were full of the Holy 

Spirit in being now able to do 

this.  

• TO MOVE: Take-Away 

Messages 

• Today is the Feast-day of St. 

Joseph the Worker. 

• St. Joseph gave Jesus his 

name. In Jewish culture, it was 

the father’s job to name the 

child. Jesus was the name God 

the Father wanted for Jesus, 

that St. Joseph obeyed. 

• The Plenary Council is almost 

upon us at last. 

• Priests in Perth met with 

Archbishop Costelloe who 

hinted very strongly what the 

main message to us from the 



3RD Week of Easter Year C 1st May 2022 
Text: Acts of the Apostles Chapter 5: 27-32, 40-41 

Fr. Patrick Toohey PP, Holy Trinity Parish, Embleton, WA. 

Plenary Council is likely to be 

after years of collective 

discernment: 

• BE WITNESSES TO JESUS, BE 

MISSIONARIES FOR JESUS, BE 

IMITATORS OF JESUS IN WHO 

YOU ARE, IN WHAT YOU SAY 

AND IN WHAT YOU DO. 

• THE APOSTLES’ PERSONAL 

TURNAROUND IS OUR 

EXAMPLE FOR OUR OWN 

PERSONAL TURNAROUND AS 

A PARISH COMMUNITY OF 

BAPTISED FOLLOWERS OF 

JESUS.  


