
 

 
 
 
 

To the Prodigal Son 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What if there was someone who cared about you?  
 

 And they were out there looking tirelessly                                     
for you to bring you home to them?   

 
What if they cared about you so much, they                                

were willing to die for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



In the beginning, 
from nothing, God 
created everything.  He 
created the universe, the 
earth, all that is on the 
earth and finally, man.  
Man, he created from 
the earth and then 
breathed life into him.  
Angels are spirits with 
no bodies.  Animals are 
bodies with no spirit.  
Man is composed of both 
body and spirit, made in 
the image and likeness of 
God.  God’s greatest 
powers are to know and 
to love.  He made man 
with a share in these 
powers.   

Not wanting man 
to be alone, God created 
woman as a suitable partner.  After God created everything, 
he sat back and found it all very good. 
 When He created them, God gave the angels and 
humans free will in order that we could truly love him.  If we 
are forced to love God, it is not really love, so we have a choice 
in the matter.  One way we love God is by obeying him. 
 The first man and first woman lived in perfect harmony 
with each other, with the world and with God.  Nothing was 
forbidden to them aside from the fruit of one tree. 
 

 



An evil, fallen angel disguised 
himself as a serpent and slithered into the 
garden.  He made the first man and first 
woman doubt God’s word and they ended 
up disobeying their loving creator.  The 
serpent convinced them that if they ate the 
forbidden fruit they would become like 
God.  Defying God, they lost the very thing 
they grasped for.  They had been made in 
His image and were already like Him.  They 
had infused knowledge, rightly-ordered 

desires, freedom from pain and they couldn’t die.   
Their offence against God, the Original Sin, sent 

shockwaves throughout creation.  Their knowledge became 
clouded, desires became disordered (which means we chase 
after and sometimes become enslaved by things that don’t 
actually make us happy), pain began, the earth no longer 
easily offered up her bounty.  Man had to toil to eat.  God made 
them some clothes and 
put them outside of the 
garden in order to keep 
them from eating from 
the Tree of Life.  He did 
not want man to be 
stuck living forever in 
this fallen state.  He 
promised to send a 
savior who would pull 
man back up into 
communion with God 
and reopen the gates of 
paradise. 

Then God spent 
the next many 
thousands of years 
preparing a people (the 
Israelites) who would 
prepare the world for 
the coming savior. 
  
 



In the meantime, peoples all over the world made 
sacrifices to gods in order to make the world work right.  But 
none of these sacrifices fixed the fallen world.  They were all 
lacking. 
 

 
 



 
 

One day, an archangel appeared to a young Israelite 
virgin named Mary.   

It asked if she would be the mother of God so that he 
might be born into our world and save humanity from its 
fallenness.   

Remember, we have free will, so Mary had a choice in 
the matter. She could have said no and refused to cooperate 
with God. Happily, she said yes and she became pregnant with 
God’s promise. 
 



Not long after, the king had ordered for everyone in the 
world to go back to their city of origin and be counted for his 
census.  Joseph, Mary’s husband and the savior’s foster father 
(remember, God is the savior’s real father), was a descendant 
of David which was why he and his pregnant wife had to 
journey to Bethlehem.  For Bethlehem was the city of David.   

The little town was not used to so many visitors and it 
was bursting with the overflow.  So, the God-man, named 
Jesus which means ‘God saves’ in Hebrew, was born amongst 
the animals, wrapped up in swaddling clothes and laid in an 
animal feeding trough since there was not even a bed for him. 
 His poverty and circumstances made him no less of 
who he was.  Stripped of pomp and pretention, we find out who 
people really are.  Though he laid on a bed of hay mixed with 
cow drool and was warmed by the breath of animals amidst 
the smell of their poo, it made him no less the true king.  He 
was still worshipped by shepherds and an army of angels.  
Wise men still sought 
him. 
 The savior grew 
in wisdom and stature 
and a little over 30 
years later, started to 
do what he’d been born 
to do.  He went looking 
for His lost sheep and 
prepared them for the 
reopening of the doors 
to paradise.  He had no 
home and no 
possessions.  He was 
often chased out of 
town and forced to live 
on the margins of 
society.  He had only his 
complete trust in God 
his Father and his 
mission, to re-unite 
humanity with divinity. 
 
 



He told two parables of particular interest for our purposes:  
 

The Good Samaritan 
In a rough part of town, a man of Judah was robbed, 

beaten and left for dead on the side of the road.  Two men of 
his own people passed him by, not wanting to get involved nor 
wanting to endanger themselves.   

A third man, not of his people, came upon him, dressed 
his wounds, lifted him onto his horse and brought him to a 
hotel so the man could recuperate.   

The third man represents Jesus and we are the robbed 
and beaten man.  The Savior wants to lift us up out of our 
beaten and bloody circumstances, dress our wounds and pay 
the price for our healing. 

 

 
 



The Prodigal Son 
A son asked his 

father for his 
inheritance.  Though 
it was a rude request, 
his father consented 
and gave it to him.  
The son then took it 
and went into the far 
country and wasted 
all of it.  Hard times hit 
and he found himself 
starving.  He had to 
hire himself out for 
humiliating work in 
order to live.   

At some point, 
he realized that the 
pigs he was feeding 
and cleaning up after 
were eating better 
than he was.  His 
father’s servants lived 
far better than he was 
living out in this far 
country.  He decided to swallow his pride and go back home.  
He knew he didn’t deserve to live as his father’s son anymore, 
so he planned to ask his father to hire him as a servant.   
 As soon as he saw the lost son in the distance, the father 
dropped what he was doing and ran to his boy and hugged the 
stuffing out of him.  The son said, “Father, I’ve been horrible to 
you and I don’t deserve to be your son.”  His father wouldn’t 
have it.  He had his servants dress his son in the best clothes 
and shoes. He put a ring on his son’s finger, signifying his 
return to sonship.  The father exclaimed, “Let’s have a big 
feast and celebrate!  My son was dead and is alive again.  He 
was lost, but now is found.” 

You are that son.  God is that father.  He is waiting for 
you to come home so that he can hug the stuffing out of you 
and have his son back. 



God wants us back so much that, in order to repair the 
rupture that our first parents made with him and that we 
continue to make, he sent his only Son to save us.  His Son 
became flesh and married the divine and human natures to 
feel every bit of our humanity so that he could take all of our 
brokenness onto himself and then become the only sacrifice 
that could actually fix what humanity had torn asunder.   

With the weight of all the evil and selfishness of 
humanity from the past, the present and the future firmly on 
his shoulders, Jesus, himself completely innocent and free of 
any evil, was brutally beaten and died a torturous death by 
being nailed to a cross and dying of suffocation while being spit 
on and insulted by onlookers.   
 

 



But, you can’t keep 
God down.  Humanity 
threw the absolute worse 
they could at God, even 
killing him.  He overcame 
all of it and rose from the 
dead.  By doing so, he 
defeated death itself.   
His sacrifice accomplished 
what humans had been 
attempting to accomplish 
but without success.  Only 
because he was divine 
could his sacrifice at last 
satisfy for our offences 
against the divine, free us 
from enslavement to our 
bad desires and reopen the 
gates of paradise. 
 He ascended into 
heaven.  It seems reasonable for him to want a rest after all 
that he went through, but since he’s God, he can rest and work 
at the same time and he is still very much at work in this 
world.   

We will not be perfected 
until we overcome the trials of 
this earthly life and enter into 
heaven.  Until then, we remain 
in a fallen state with clouded 
intellect, disordered desires 
and pain.  In order to help us 
overcome these challenges 
and guide us to heaven, Jesus 
founded a church and gave us 
seven sacraments that 
strengthen us for our journey, 
especially the Eucharist, the 
Bread of Life.  It is the fruit 
from the new Tree of Life, the 
cross. 

 



 
 

During his earthly ministry, Jesus told another parable 
about a good shepherd who had a hundred sheep and how he 
left the other 99 when one had gone astray.  When the 
shepherd found the lost sheep, he rejoiced over it more than 
over the 99 that never left. 

That shepherd is God.  Not only will he pick us up and 
bandage our wounds when we’ve been battered by life and run 
to welcome us when we’ve finally decided to come back home 
to him, but he also takes the initiative to go out searching for 
us.  Because he cares about us and wants us back home with 
him, he’ll go out and get us if need be 



God cares about you and he is searching for you but, 
remember, he has given you free will so he can only bring you 
home if you let him.  Let him.  The Good Shepherd has already 
laid his life down for you, now let him carry you home.  Find a 
Catholic Church to help start you on your journey.  
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