
 

 

PASTORAL LETTER ON THE SANCTUARY & CHAPEL 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

Since my assignment as the new pastor of St Mark, I have emphasized the importance of dialogue within our parish community. In the 

recent weeks, I have met with members of the parish staff, school, councils, ministry leaders, and various parishioners. During this 

time, I have listened and learned about the various needs of this community. 

 

As promised, I write to address some of the major concerns that I have received, especially those in regards to the current state of the 

sanctuary and the chapel. First and foremost, I want to express that the implications of the pandemic and all of the changes that this 

parish has gone through in the past 4 years have not been lost on me. In fact, we continue to find ourselves in uncertainty with the 

current events unfolding throughout the world. It is during these tumultuous times that we turn to God and seek refuge in the 

constancy of our faith and our parish community here at St. Mark.  

 

For this reason, new pastors such as myself are advised to withhold from undertaking any big changes within the first six months. 

However, there is a strong, unanimous desire for the restoration of the sanctuary and the chapel. Based on these sentiments that you 

have shared as a congregation, I believe that the time is right to take action. 

 

I am offering this small blueprint for our Church restoration, staring to take effect on the weekend of August 6th and 7th. 

 

 

CHAPEL 

 

The beloved St. Mark’s chapel has been a quiet place for prayer and reflection for decades. During the height of the pandemic, the 
chapel was closed or otherwise used as an additional seating area due to social distancing. As restrictions eased, the chapel reopened 

in March 2022 with a new reredos (back tabernacle piece) that replaced the former altar and tabernacle stand and a new seating 

arrangement that saw rows of chairs facing one another.  

 

The true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist moves the faithful to orient him or herself towards Him in the Blessed Sacrament. Our 

Chapel is designed for this very purpose, thus it is only fitting for the chairs and kneelers to be directed towards the Holy Tabernacle. 

Furthermore, the chapel is an intimate space for Eucharistic adoration, where the central focus should be placed on the Blessed 

Sacrament. The current configuration of the reredos adorned with statues of angels and candles not only takes the attention away from 

the Eucharist itself, but it can also obstruct the view of the Blessed Sacrament. Therefore, we will execute a simplification of this 

reredos to amplify the visible presence of the Eucharist for the faithful to adore and venerate.  

 

 

SANCTUARY 

 

Although our current sanctuary has been established for several decades, it has a relatively unique and modern design. It is important 

that take this into consideration when adorning the sacred altar to create an objectively beautiful space for worship. At St Mark, our 

sanctuary is filled with many adornments that come from a variety of different styles and traditions, including Byzantine altar and 

tabernacle veils, gothic chairs and candles, pre-renaissance icons, renaissance paintings, baroque angels, and natural beauty of floral 

and plants all situated within a modern building. However, instead of enhancing the beauty of our church, these items create an 

aesthetic dissonance that distracts the faithful. Furthermore, each one of these items battle for attention when the focus should be on 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  

 

In order to enhance the beauty of our sanctuary, the following actions are proposed: 

 

Removal of the St. Michael the Archangel and Moses paintings 

These religious paintings, placed at the altar, conflict with the message of Christ’s victory depicted by the crucifix. The high 

renaissance style of the St. Michael painting is filled with movement that steers one’s attention away from the liturgy. The 

composition of the Moses painting is very obscure and almost indistinguishable from afar. These paintings have limited connection 

with the foundational charisms of our parish, thus they will be repurposed in another part of our campus. 

 

Removal of the angels around the tabernacle  

The angels that are currently placed around the altar are not oriented in the right direction, in veneration of the Blessed Sacrament; 

they were not created to adorn a space like the unique altar at St Mark. In addition, the angels are relatively large and crowd the 

tabernacle for attention. During the liturgies, the celebrants and even the Eucharist itself, are easily lost in the congested space. The 

angels will be repurposed in a more appropriate space. 



 

 

 

Removal of the Tabernacle Veil and Byzantine Altar cloth 

While beautiful in their own right, the matching set of the byzantine tabernacle veil and altar cloth has a very busy design that 

conflicts with the simplicity of the Church. The tabernacle, in its unobstructed, bronze state, is beautifully crafted to hold the Blessed 

Sacrament, accentuating its importance while maintaining harmony with the rest of the sanctuary. Although an altar cloth is necessary 

because of the structural design of the altar, there is a unanimous desire for something of noble simplicity in place of the current 

byzantine cloth. Thus, we will return to a cream colored altar cloth that has been traditionally used at St. Mark. 

 

Removal of the crucifix and candle stands on the altar 

Liturgical preference dictates that the altar should be cleared of unnecessary items. An altar crucifix and candles are permitted only if 

there is insufficient space around the altar and when these items do not obstruct the view of the faithful. Thus, we will use the original 

sanctuary candles that complement the architectural design of the building instead of the candles on the altar. Furthermore, we will opt 

for having a flat crucifix on the altar for the priest to contemplate during the liturgies, instead of the upright crucifix that can obstruct 

the view of the Eucharist. These changes will also allow for more regular sanitation and cleanliness of the altar cloth and its 

surroundings. 

 

Removal of the image of Jesus and enthronement stand on the ambo:  

The byzantine icon of Jesus was placed on the ambo to cover up the enthronement stand for the Gospel. The enthronement of the 

Gospel is not a normative part of the liturgy. Instead, the book of the Gospel should be open at the ambo and removed during the 

homily. By removing these pieces, we redirect the attention to the spoken Word and clear space for the placement of statues or images 

to commemorate special feast days. 

 

 

MOVING FORWARD 

 

We acknowledge that the needs of this parish extend beyond the superficial changes listed above, but we firmly believe that these 

small steps are taken in the right direction to restore balance, decorum, and devotion to the sanctuary and chapel.  

 

Next on my agenda is to change the flooring, replace the kneelers, and power clean and repaint the church. This would refresh and 

help maintain a common color palette throughout the Church. My hope is that we can make great headway towards that by Christmas 

of this year. In 2023, I would like to explore even greater projects. If you are interested in being part of this process, please let me 

know as I will be creating a committee to help St. Mark move in the right direction. 

 

After reading this letter, I welcome your feedback and reflections. In the end, as your pastor, I am committed to serve this community 

and to make important decisions for the benefit of your spiritual health and development. I pray you will come to see the fruits of 

these changes in our liturgies as they become more engaging and centered around Christ. May He be our constant as we navigate 

through this change. 

 

 

 

Father Jason Cargo 

Pastor 

 


