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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                               DECEMBER 4, 2022

 

Contributions Received 

 November 23– November 29, 2022 
Offertory………………………………………..…...$2794.75 
Children’s Offertory……………………….….……….$43.75 
Building Fund……………………………………..…...$10.00 
Fr. Brady Fund for the Poor……………………………$43.00 
Christmas Flowers…………………………….……….$45.00 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 
COLLECTION FOR IMMIGRANT FAMILIES: Before 
each Mass this weekend by Loyola Social Justice Ministry. 
PARISH COUNCIL TOWN HALL MEETINGS: Today in 
church immediately following both Masses. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Classes today at 8:45 am in the 
Family Center (Kinder in the Gesu Rm.) 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH : Today at the 10 am Mass. 
RCIA: Monday, Dec. 5, 7:30 pm at Curé d’Ars Church. 
‘BIG READ’ INTRODUCTION:  Tuesday, Dec. 6, 6:30 pm 
in Brady Hall and via Zoom (see next page for link). 
PARISH COUNCIL TOWN HALL MEETING: 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7 pm via Zoom. (see below for link) 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION:  Thursday, Dec. 8.  
Holy Day of Obligation. Masses at 12 pm and 7 pm. 
YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY : Game night Friday, Dec. 9, 
6:30 pm in the Family Center. See next page for details. 
ADVENT RETREAT : Saturday, Dec. 10, 9 am to noon in 
Brady Hall. See next page for details. 
 
Please see page 3 for details on our December Food Pantry 

Drives/items needed, ways to support our Christmas 
Outreach Program, Homeless Shelter items needed and the 

collection for Immigrant Children arriving in Denver. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL TOWN HALL MEETINGS 
In Church After Each Mass This Weekend 

Via Zoom Wednesday, December 7 at 7:30 pm 
Please come to a town hall meeting held by the Loyola Parish 
Council members. We will provide updates on the upcoming 
transition process and gather your feedback about our parish 
community. If you cannot join us then, please attend a town hall 
meeting via Zoom on December 7 at 7:30 pm (note updated time)  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83737370018?pwd=S2tiUnpFMGdJWXhNVUZR
VlNOZVFXUT09  

 

Notes from the Staff 

“We need more time!”    
“What? Why?”  
“Four weeks of Advent preparations just ain’t enough 

time to do what the prophet says.”    
“What does the prophet say?”  
“First he says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

at hand!’ Then, he says, ‘Produce good fruit as evidence of 
your repentance.’  

            “Hmmm. Let me see if I understand.”  
At the start of the second full week of Advent, 

Matthew’s Gospel sends a clear message with blisteringly 
powerful tones. “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight  

his paths.” If we take that admonition seriously, we might ask, 
how we prepare the way and where are the paths we are to  
make straight?  The way might not be as elusive as we first 
think, and the paths to be made straight might be no further 
away than our own hearts.  The prophetic voice of John makes 
clear that the way is one of repentance. Thus, for Catholics, 
Reconciliation is more frequently practiced during prominent 
liturgical seasons such as Advent and Lent.   

At the same time, a person would not be faulted if 
they identify John’s message with the prototypical voice of 
“Fire and Brimstone.”  

  
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fan is in his hand. 
He will clear his threshing floor 
and gather his wheat into his barn, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.  
  
I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, 
but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. 
I am not worthy to carry his sandals.  
  
These are not gentle words of invitation that we 

associate with God beckoning his beloved people. They are 
more easily identifiable as a voice of divine retribution, of 
holy reckoning that stands in contrast to the image of God 
coming as an innocent child, a babe, in a manger.  It is easy to 
jump on that divine justice train. "God, come with your divine 
power and right these wrongs!"   

Still, I am left wondering, what is the proper 
response? If I want to respond to the Gospel message 
authentically, do I simply “go to Confession?” Do I stir up a 
sense of terror associated with John the Baptist’s trenchant 
words? But if I respond from conjured fear or, a shallow sense 
of my guilt, how is this season of Advent truly a season of 
hope? How is it any different from false religion that promotes 
a god of qualifying love?  I feel as though in this week’s 
Gospel we get only half the message. Repenting is one thing. 
Following up and changing the way I live, what I hope for  
and desire is a deeper process.    

In that penetratingly ominous voice, the prophet 
warns the Pharisees and Sadducees to “produce good fruit as 
evidence of your repentance.”  To produce good fruit takes 
time. It has to be real. It is not a one-and-done endeavor.  For 
hearts to change, something else must be at work within us 
and our tradition tells us that agent is Grace.  Maybe, all that 
we can do is dispose ourselves to this grace, to seek it, to seek 
Christ, born already and wanting still to be continually born 
into our lives. Maybe this is the task, to admit my own 
inability to love selflessly and accept the reality of God 
breaking into the world the way God wants to enter, when 
God wants to enter. To live dependent on the reality that God 
is God and is the source of our lives every moment is called 
poverty of spirit, the beatitude Jesus elevates. If the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand, we can live accordingly and allow its 
reality and values to penetrate our lives in ways that cultivate 
the good fruit John highlights. That good fruit is the resultant 
actions of soil well-tilled, and that takes time.   

                                        -Joe Lagan 



  NEWS AND EVENTS 
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

This Thursday, December 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception and is Holy Day of Obligation. Masses are at 12 pm 
and 7 pm. 

 
REQUEST A CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKET 

Parish families experiencing financial challenges this year are 
invited to sign up to receive a Christmas Food Basket to help with 
Christmas dinner. To sign up, see Miss Toni in Brady Hall after 
Masses this weekend or contact the parish office at 
KMurzyn@loyoladenver.org or 303-322-8042. Food baskets will 
be available to be picked up in Brady Hall on Saturday, 
December 17 from noon to 2 pm. 

 
YOUNG ADULTS GAME NIGHT 

This Friday, Decemeber 9, the Young Adults Ministry will have 
its final group meeting of 2022. Come for a board game night at 
the Family Center starting at 6:30 pm. If you have a game you 
like, feel free to bring it with you! As always, snacks will be 
provided. Questions? Contact 
loyolayoungadultsministry@gmail.com  

 
HOLIDAY BAKE SALE 

December 11, in Brady Hall after Both Sunday Masses 
St. Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary Anita Grier Court 397 is hosting 
a holiday bake sale. Please come by to see the delicious 
homemade cakes, pies, cookies and other goodies.  We will have 
special cupcakes, cookies and milk for Sunday Fellowship. 

 
LOYOLA MEDITATION COMMUNITY 

We have come to know Advent as a time of waiting. What is it 
you are waiting for? Loyola's meditation community will come 
together on Monday, December 12 to rejoice in God's presence 
within and among us. We will praise our God in prayer. Our 
Zoom session opens at 12:50 pm with prayer from 1:00 - 1:30 
pm. You are most welcome! Zoom: https://bit.ly/3mqMhDh    
 

‘BIG READ’ INTRO SESSION THIS TUESDAY 
Join us to discuss the introduction of the book What Happened 
at Vatican II, by John O'Malley, S.J. Join our hybrid (in-
person and Zoom https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88513188354 ) 
intro session on Tuesday, December 6, 6:30 pm in Brady Hall. 
In January, we'll begin our monthly series of reviewing the 
chapters and sharing via Zoom.  
 

ADVERTISE ON OUR BULLETIN 
Our weekly bulletin could use a few more advertisers!  
Business ads or memorial ads start at only $6 per week for a color 
ad. If you are interested, please call our Sales Representative 
Michael Paulson at 901-351-9638 or Maggie at 281-506-3261. 

 
DAY OF ADVENT PRAYER 

Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House in Sedalia 
Please join us for a Day of Advent Prayer: She Who Sings the 
Magnificat, led by Sr. Eileen Currie, M.S.C. Tuesday, 
December 6 from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.  For more information 
and to register (lunch included!) go to 
https://www.sacredheartretreat.org/contact-us.html  
Please remember that you can learn about upcoming news and 
events on our parish website: from links on the homepage 
(News and Special Events) or on the News & Events menu 
under News & Announcements. 

UPCOMING ADVENT EVENTS 
Parish Reconciliation Service 

Join us Tuesday, December 13 at 7 pm. We will have a brief 
prayer service followed by individual confessions. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursday, December 15, 5 pm to 8 pm 

Join the Young Adults Ministry for a special Advent Adoration. 
Come be in the presence of Christ and join us for a special time of 
prayer and reflection. There will be a reflection, time for silent 
Adoration and music. We will end with Benediction. No sign-up 
is necessary, please come at any time for as long as you wish! 

 
MAKE ‘READY THE WAY’ – PRAYING WITH HOPE 

Advent Retreat, Saturday, December 10, 9 am to Noon 
What is Hope and what role does it have in our lives? Like the 
other theological virtues, Faith and Love, Hope is a gift and 
grace. We make ourselves more readily disposed to receive 
gifts of God in our lives by exploring the dimensions of hope, 
unpacking its meaning, and examining its role for us 
personally and communally. In this morning of prayer, we will 
pray with hope, pray for hope and find blessing in the real. 
Please join us in Brady Hall for this Advent time together. 
 

 MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Sunday, 12-04-22    
                  7:30 am  Annie+ and Fred+ Daniels 
                        10:00 am  People of the Parish 
Monday, 12-05-22  Kelley Pearce 

Tuesday, 12-06-22  Intentions of the Celebrant 

Wednesday, 12-07-22 The Pasquier Family 

Thursday, 12-08-22  
 12:00 pm  Expectant Mothers 
   7:00 pm  In Thanksgiving for Parents 
   Who Showed Us Their Faith 

Friday, 12-09-22  Beverly Cooke+ 

Saturday, 12-10-22                 Margo Petern+ 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR... 
Victor Abad, Jr., Elizabeth Achuil, Paul Appel, Joyce Armstead, Eugenia 
Arsense, Benjamin Baszler Family, Mary Bergles, Taeja Billingsley, Raquel 
Sanchez Bishop, Gray Buckley, Mary Ellen Buning, Loretta Burrell, Susan 
Carrillo, Joyce & Meredith Clabaugh, Deborah Cottle, Ann Durkin, Ed Ekel, 
Ann Feighny, Barbara Floyd-Hall, Valerie Francis, Margie Fry, Notasha 
M.Garcia, Jean Giles, Clarence Grier, Hollis Hafner, Carrie Hamilton, Gayle 
Hamlett, Patty Harvey, Healis Howard, Tylah Howard, Connor Jennison, 
Wardell Jones, Isaac Joseph, Jamar Lindsay & Family, Lorene Lee, Jonny 
Lewis, Judy Lewis, Tony Lutrey, Josephine Martinez, Brody McDonald, 
James McKinney, Mary Ann Montgomery, Mathue/Nicque Moore, Antonia 
Moreno, Carol Nettles, Michelle Padilla, Ronda Pruett, Gail Pugh, Marcello 
Puma, Peter Quintero, Romany Redman, Megan Reinholtz, Cordell Robinson, 
Robert Saldano Family, Paul Scheafbauer, Katie/Melvin Scott, Barb Sercely, 
Mary Sewing, William Sexton, Angelita Sims, Gary Slaven, Romaine 
Tacznosky, Ken/Carmen Therence, Linda Vialpando, Josiah Warren, Beverly 
Wilson. 
 

Sunday, December 4th – Second Sunday of Advent 

Is 11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 
 

 Please visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings  for the daily readings.  
 

 
continued on next page 

 
 



LOYOLA FOOD PANTRY FOOD DRIVES 
December 11 and 18, 8:00 am-Noon 

Please note schedule change due to Christmas 
Thanks to all for your ongoing support! We continue to 
struggle to keep the shelves stocked.  Please help us restock in 
December on the 11th and 18th by bringing any of these non-
perishable grocery items to the pantry/garage at the corner of 
23rd and Gaylord: Paper towels, toilet paper, laundry soap, 
dishwasher soap, toothbrushes, other toiletries, reusable 
grocery bags, cooking oils, mayonnaise, Miracle Whip, 
mustard, ketchup, pancake syrup, pancake mix, canned fruit, 
diced tomatoes, tomato paste, tomato sauce, canned chicken 
and salmon, hearty soups, canned chili, sloppy joe mix, 
canned stews, spaghetti sauce, baked and other canned beans, 
jelly, coffee, sugar, flour, crackers, rice, taco seasoning and 
shells, Hamburger and Tuna Helper, salsa, hot sauce, honey, 
pasta, rice and cereal/oatmeal. Cookies, granola bars, juice 
boxes and snacks are appreciated as well.  
*At this time, we do not need canned tuna, canned vegetables, 
and peanut butter. Please no expired or damaged items! 
Financial donations are also accepted, checks payable to St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. Food donations can also be dropped 
off at the parish office Monday through Friday. Thank you for 
your continued generosity. You are truly making a difference! 
 
 

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS 
Thank you very much for your generous financial support of our 
parish this year. If you are planning to make any more donations 
that you would like to be included in your 2022 statement of 
contributions, please have them to the parish office by Saturday, 
December 31, 2022. Any 2022 contributions that are mailed to 
the office need to be postmarked by December 31, 2022.  We will 
mail your statement next month. If you have had an address 
change in the past year and haven’t yet updated your information, 
please contact the office at KMurzyn@loyoladenver.org or 303-
322-8042. Thank you again for your continued support. 
 

 
ADVENT PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, 
Master of both the light and the darkness, 

send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations 
for Christmas. 

We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces 
to hear Your voice each day. 

We who are anxious over many things 
look forward to Your coming among us. 

We who are blessed in so many ways 
long for the complete joy of Your kingdom. 

We whose hearts are heavy 
see the joy of Your presence. 

We are Your people, 
walking in darkness, 
yet seeking the light. 

To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!” 
 

                                                  -Fr. Henri JM Nouwen 
 
 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OUTREACH PROGRAM 
Opportunities for Sharing 

Santa Sacks will be given out with the Christmas 
Food Baskets on Saturday, December 17.  Empty gift bags are 
available at all the entrances of the Church.  Please return 
them filled either by Sunday, Dec. 11 or to Brady Hall Friday 
evening, Dec. 16 with any of these items listed: soap, 
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, lotion, lip balm, deodorant, 
hairbrush, comb, razors, shaving cream, after shave, tissue, 
socks, washcloths, nail clippers, stamps, candy, baby items. 

Our Giving Tree has a few ornaments remaining. 
Please take an ornament with a child’s gift request and return 
the wrapped gifts with the ornaments attached no later than 
Friday, December 16. Place gifts under the Giving Tree after 
Mass on the weekend or bring them to the church office 
during office hours. The gifts will be distributed to the 
households on Sunday, December 18 in the Gesu Room at 
11:30 am. 

You can make a difference by sharing your time 
and talent on Friday and Saturday, December 16 and 17 
during our Christmas basket project. Please help in any 
capacity: set up, food pick up, unpack food, fill baskets, 
deliver baskets if necessary, clean up. Please sign up in Brady 
Hall after the Masses this weekend. We will begin at 6 pm 
Friday and 9 am Saturday. Our guests will begin arriving at 
noon to pick up their baskets. Thank you for helping us make 
this a Merry Christmas for our community members and 
neighbors! 
 

COLLECTION FOR IMMIGRANT FAMILIES 
Before Masses This Weekend 

The Loyola Social Justice Ministry is collecting donations to 
help immigrant families arriving in Denver from Central and  
South America. These families will stay at a shelter run by the 
Denver Community Church while they wait to be placed in 
transitional homes. Our parish is providing children’s clothing 
of all sizes, underwear, backpacks and soft blankets (velour or 
fleece appreciated). In addition to donated items, hands-on 
volunteering is needed. Contact loyolasjm@gmail.com for 
information about on-site opportunities. Thank you! 

 
COLLECTION FOR THE HOMELESS 

Please see items needed to help those in homeless shelters in 
the Denver area: deodorant, body lotion (small & large size), 
body wash (large), liquid hand soap, foot powder, shampoo & 
conditioner, razors, maxi pads, bras (all sizes), 
hoodies/sweatshirts (women's sizes S-3X), women's 
sweatpants (S-M), men’s white socks, men's jeans, winter 
gloves/mittens, men's underpants (M-L), small blankets, twin 
XL sheets, towels, sandwich & gallon size bags, serving 
spoons, pots and pans, dishes, plates, cups, backpacks     
Please bring your donated items to 2591 Eudora Street and 
place in the blue tub. 
 
 
If you or someone you know has been a victim of abuse involving 
a Jesuit, you are encouraged to contact law enforcement and the 
Coordinator of Pastoral Support and Outreach for the Jesuits, 
Carol Zarinelli Brescia, MSW, LCSW at 314-915-7168 or 
usoutreach@jesuits.org. You may also call the Archdiocese of 
Denver, 720-239-2832 or our parish office, 303-322-8042. 
 


