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CHRISTMAS DAY                                                                                 DECEMBER 25, 2022

 

Contributions Received 

 December 14 – December 20, 2022 
Offertory………………………………………..…...$4025.00 
Children’s Offertory……………………….….……….$48.00 
Building Fund………………………………………..$105.00 
Christmas Flowers…………………………….….….....$5.00 
Christmas Offering…………………………….…….$575.00 
Online giving through Faith Direct® for December 
(does not include additional end of the year donations) 
Offertory…………………………………….….….$19,990.00 
Fr. Brady Fund for the Poor………………..……..…..$772.50 
Building Fund……………………………..………….$487.50 
Flowers……………………………………………….$145.00 
 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
CHRISTMAS DAY: Mass today at 10 am. (No 7:30 am 
Mass today.) 
RCIA: Does not meet this week. 
 

The parish office will be closed Monday and 
Tuesday, December 26 and December 27. 

 
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

Christmas Eve – 5 pm Mass with Children’s Choir 
Christmas Eve – 10 pm Mass 
Christmas Day – 10 am Mass 
Please note, there is no 7:30 am Mass on Sunday,  
Christmas Day. 
 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
The services and funeral for long-time parishioner Clarence 
Grier will be this Thursday, December 29. The Rosary is at    
9 am, the Knights of Peter Claver Deceased Member Ritual 
will follow, and the funeral Mass will begin at 10 am. Please 
continue to keep the Grier, Fairweather and Rose families in 
your prayers. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society, Loyola Conference c/o Saint 
Ignatius Loyola Parish, 2309 N. Gaylord St., Denver 80205. 

 

SENIOR SUPPORT DINNER 
Drop off Wednesday, December 28 

On Thursday, December 29, we will be providing sack 
lunches for approximately 70-80 homeless or low-income 
seniors who come to Senior Support Services for meals and 
other assistance. We will be making ham and chicken 
sandwiches. We are very grateful for the many side items that 
have already been donated. The remaining items needed are: 
               Deli “sandwich” slices of chicken or ham 

10 packages of hamburger buns 
80 box juices 

Please bring items to the church office by 1 pm on 
Wednesday, December 28. (The parish office is closed 
Monday and Tuesday, December 26 and 27.)  Thank you for 
supporting this ministry and the Seniors we serve! For more 
information, please call Delores at 720-937-2924. 

 

Notes from Fr. Dirk 

 Why did Christ come to be with us? To be with us. That’s the 
center of it: To be with us.  
 
We Americans have a hard time being with. It’s easier to fix 
things and to clean up messes. In fact we can become 
frustrated when there’s nothing we can do to make things 
better. That can be true even for those of us who’ve had some 
pastoral training: When there’s nothing to be done or – more 
to the point – nothing WE can do we’re tempted to run. We 
may decide that remaining in an impossible situation would be 
a waste of time. And yet what people in impossible situations 
– and especially people in impossible situations – want more 
than anything is for someone to be with them. When there is 
no outcome aside from the predictable outcome; when the pain 
cannot be controlled; when the past cannot be changed; when 
what has been done cannot be undone; when there is no one to 
make amends; when hope is as thin as can be; when loss is 
loss and that’s all there is to it – that’s when what’s needed 
and just what’s needed are company, accompaniment and 
companionship. In other words, being with. 
 
Which is where God comes in. The Incarnation – which is the 
theological description for Christmas or Christ’s Mass or 
Crīstesmæsse (Old English) or the Nativity of the Lord. Or 
Xmas, which is not a breezy brush-off but rather an 
abbreviation, X being the symbol for chi and chi being the 
first letter in the Greek rendering of Christ – is about many 
things: Salvation, redemption, the way forward, the Word 
become Flesh, et cetera, including shepherds and a star and a 
manger and no room at the inn but NOT camels. Because 
there are no camels in any version of the Christmas story. 
Don’t just take my word for it. Look it up. You might wish 
there were camels and you might gratuitously have camels in 
the manger scene on your mantel – because last year you had 
it under the tree but the dog chewed one of the shepherds – but 
there were no camels. I mean there were of course camels as 
creatures but not in Luke’s version or Matthew’s version 
which are the versions we have from Scripture. Just saying. 
What the Nativity of the Lord is about may depend on where 
and in what circumstances you think about it. Most profoundly 
it means being with. As in, “And behold, I am with you 
always” (Matthew 28:20). Because God is with us salvation 
and redemption and a way forward are possible. And because 
God is with us we can be with one another. Which is pretty 
key: We can be with one another. Yes, to do something 
helpful when doing something is possible. Yes, to strive to be 
the people we were meant to be. But being with, always. 
Which, given that we are humans and frail at that, rarely 
means always. But still. Always. As in you are always – 
without frail or fail – loved by the One who let’s face it wrote 
the book on love and who came to be with you at Christmas. 
About which, Merry Christmas!  

 

 



  NEWS AND EVENTS 
LOYOLA FOOD PANTRY 

Thank you for your ongoing support and for helping with our 
back-to-back December food drives! Food donations are 
welcome any time and can be dropped off on the porch at the 
parish office Monday through Friday. See our webpage for 
items needed: https://loyoladenver.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society 
Our next drives are January 8 and 22. Financial donations 
are also accepted, checks payable to St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. You are such a blessing to our ministry and those we 
serve. Merry Christmas! 
 

 
EVERY FAMILY IS A HOLY FAMILY 

Every family is a holy family, if you look closely enough, 
because every person bears the breath of God. 

Isn’t that the wonder of the incarnation? 
It’s Joseph who waits in a cold parking lot, 
hoping for a day’s work to feed his family. 

It’s Mary who cradles a crying Jesus 
under the blue tarp of a refugee camp. 
It’s Joseph, too, who changes your oil, 

Mary who scrubs your toilet, 
Jesus who plays hide and seek 

in the crowded aisles of your laundromat. 
Just as the holy family sought admittance to an inn, 
so these holy families seek admittance to our hearts. 

May we not only gather them in, 
but may we accept their welcome, too. 

And as we dine together, at their table, at ours, 
may we know that the bread we break is sacrament, 

the communion between us—something sacred. 
Amen 

By Cameron Bellm 
https://www.jesuits.org/stories/spirit-verse-every-family-is-a-holy-family/  

 
 

COLLECTION TO SUPPORT ‘FREE THE GIRLS’ 
During the month of January, the Ladies of Peter Claver will 
be collecting new or gently used bras in support of the 
nonprofit Free the Girls which uses the items to help victims 
of human trafficking create a pathway to entrepreneurship and 
help them reintegrate into their communities. To learn more, 
visit https://www.freethegirls.org/about. Beginning the 
weekend of January 7/8, please drop off your donation of bras 
in the box located in Brady Hall. The items will be collected 
after the 10 am Mass on January 22.  
 
 
 
 
If you or someone you know has been a victim of abuse involving a 
Jesuit, you are encouraged to contact law enforcement and the 
Coordinator of Pastoral Support and Outreach for the Jesuits, Carol 
Zarinelli Brescia, MSW, LCSW at 314-915-7168 or 
usoutreach@jesuits.org. You may also call the Archdiocese of 
Denver, 720-239-2832 or our parish office, 303-322-8042. 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Thank you to everyone who donated toward the flowers that 
we will enjoy during this Christmas season. Many of the 
donations were made in memory or in honor of someone. We 
thank you for sharing these loved ones with us and honoring 
them in this special way. Here are some of the names we are 
remembering through these special prayers: 
   Pa Felix/Ma Josephine Agwu   Healthcare Workers  
  Pep Agwu                               John/Gloria Henderson 
  Albin/Betty Anderson   Tom Hine 
  Gertrude Anderson   Al Howard 
  Eugene Augustus, Jr.   Ronald L. Ingram 
  Helen Kane Bourne   Jim Kindblade 
  Emma Lee Butler   Peter Mazzone 
  Mark Butler    Lena Mazzone 
  JJ Dalco    Patricia McCord 
  Robert Dixon    Lucy Ronzello 
  Betty Eilers    Tony Ronzello 
  Ilene Goldsmith                 Casimir Ugochukwu 
  First Responders  Pa Jacob/Ma Henrietta 
  Flo Golombek       Ugochukwu 
  Clarence Grier   Bonnie Watson 

 
SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 

Senior sisters, brothers and religious order priests have 
devoted their lives to prayer, service and works of mercy. 
Most ministered for little or no pay. Today, their religious 
communities do not have enough retirement savings to 
provide complete care. This fund helps provide medications, 
nursing care and other necessities for these servants of the 
Lord. 

 
 

 MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Sunday, 12-25-22  People of the Parish  
Monday, 12-26-22  Samuel Harrison+ 

Tuesday, 12-27-22  Steve Ngo+ 

Wednesday, 12-28-22 Evelyn Dunfee+ 

Thursday, 12-29-22  Kelly McEnany+ 

Friday, 12-30-22  Intentions of the Celebrant 

Saturday, 12-31-22                 Monroe Blaylock 
  

PLEASE PRAY FOR... 
Victor Abad, Jr., Elizabeth Achuil, Paul Appel, Joyce Armstead, Eugenia 
Arsense, Benjamin Baszler Family, Mary Bergles, Taeja Billingsley, Raquel 
Sanchez Bishop, Gray Buckley, Mary Ellen Buning, Loretta Burrell, Susan 
Carrillo, Joyce & Meredith Clabaugh, Deborah Cottle, Ann Durkin, Ed Ekel, 
Ann Feighny, Barbara Floyd-Hall, Valerie Francis, Margie Fry, Notasha 
M.Garcia, Jean Giles, Clarence Grier, Hollis Hafner, Carrie Hamilton, Gayle 
Hamlett, Patty Harvey, Healis Howard, Tylah Howard, Connor Jennison, 
Wardell Jones, Isaac Joseph, Jamar Lindsay & Family, Lorene Lee, Jonny 
Lewis, Judy Lewis, Tony Lutrey, Josephine Martinez, Brody McDonald, 
James McKinney, Mary Ann Montgomery, Mathue/Nicque Moore, Antonia 
Moreno, Mary Muldoon, Carol Nettles, Michelle Padilla, Ronda Pruett, Gail 
Pugh, Marcello Puma, Peter Quintero, Romany Redman, Megan Reinholtz, 
Cordell Robinson, Robert Saldano Family, Paul Scheafbauer, Katie/Melvin 
Scott, Barb Sercely, Mary Sewing, William Sexton, Angelita Sims, Gary 
Slaven, Deneen Stevenson, Romaine Tacznosky, Ken/Carmen Therence, 
Linda Vialpando, Josiah Warren, Beverly Wilson. 
 

Sunday, December 25th – Christmas Day 

Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 
 

 Please visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings  for the daily readings.  


