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SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD                                                 JANUARY 1, 2023

 

Contributions Received 

 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses, 2022 
Offertory………………………………………..…...$9627.90 
Children’s Offertory……………………………….…$486.85 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
Does not meet this week. 
RCIA: Does not meet this week. 
 

The parish office will be closed Monday and 
Tuesday, January 2nd and 3rd.  

 
LOYOLA MEDITATION COMMUNITY 

“Let my song give blessing and insight to those who cannot see 
for themselves. And let your compassion always shine forth from 
the depths of my heart.” We hear these words in the liturgy this 
month as part of Psalm 40. Our meditation community meets 
monthly to give praise and glory to our God. We invite you to 
join us Monday, January 16 for prayer. Our Zoom session opens 
at 12:50 pm, and we pray from 1:00 to 1:30 pm. We invite you to 
join with the intention of praying for our community, country and 
planet. Zoom:   https://bit.ly/3mqMhDh                                                                                
 

‘THANK YOU’ 
FROM LOYOLA SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 

The Loyola Social Justice Ministry wishes to thank the many 
parishioners who responded to our request for donations to 
support immigrant families arriving in Denver. We had SO many 
donations we were able to contribute to not only the Denver 
Community Church shelter but also to the City of Denver shelters 
AND Samaritan House! Please note, migrants continue to arrive 
in Denver daily, so there is an ongoing need for help.  This link 
shows many ways that you can support our city’s efforts to 
welcome our brothers and sisters who are emigrating:  
denvergov.org/oem (Click on the picture of shelter beds.) The 
LSJM will also keep you informed as new opportunities arise. 
Thank you in advance for whatever you can do! 

 
 

Notes from Fr. Dirk 
  As a junior in college – back when dinosaurs ruled the 
earth – I took a drawing course. As a lark. I talked my friend and 
classmate Hugo into taking the course as well. Talking Hugo into it 
took some doing. I’d drawn as a child. Drawing was the artistic 
option that was open to me. Coloring books? Not a chance. Not at 
1438 S. Citrus Avenue. Convinced that coloring books would “stunt 
the boy’s creativity” my mother forbade them on principle. So I 
drew. I began with houses with chimneys and a tree in the yard and 
the sun in the sky. De rigueur for American children back in the day. 
Later I graduated to pirate ships and desert islands. Alas, my friend 
Hugo’s youthful creativity had indeed been stunted by coloring 
books. But he was game to make up for lost time and so there we 
were, signed up for Drawing 101.  
 On the first day of class we arrived with the required 
supplies: big pads of drawing paper with some “tooth” to it, soft lead 
pencils, charcoal sticks that snapped when you looked at them 
crosswise, and boxes of pastels. Our first assignment was to draw … 
a stool. One of those stools with metal legs and a round top. It sat 
there in the middle of the room, all innocent and benign. As we soon 
learned, the innocence was an act. 

 Stools are hard to draw. And not just stools. As it turns out, 
all kinds of things are hard to draw. Why? Because success depends 
on your being able to distinguish what you actually see from what 
you think you see. Which was the essence of the mantra of every art 
teacher who ever lived: “Draw what you see.” As enigmatic a maxim 
as there ever was. The problem is that drawing entails translating a 
three-dimensional object into two dimensions. The shapes you put on 
the paper aren’t the actual shapes of the object you’re trying to 
depict. The top of our stool was round. The stool’s four legs were the 
same length, as were the stool’s crossbars. But to get a drawing of a 
stool to “look like” a stool you draw not a circle but an ellipse 
(which, as we would learn, is not the same as an oval). And to get the 
drawing to look like a stool the legs as drawn must be different 
lengths. 
 Our brains must learn to see things as they are, or rather to 
translate what is seen into what exists. It’s a skill that children 
develop as their brains build new connections between neurons. A 
child has to learn, for example, that an object is still there when it’s 
suddenly covered with a cloth. The information we receive from our 
senses has to be pieced-together, processed and interpreted or we’ll 
be unable to perceive things as they are. As people with cochlear 
implants discover when the implants are turned on and their brains 
begin receiving sensory input, “hearing” is not automatic. It takes 
time for brains to learn how to interpret sound waves in ways that 
make sense.  

So poor Hugo – so skilled at so many things – struggled 
until our teacher showed him a time-honored art teacher trick: Using 
negative space. Here’s how it works: Right now, look across the 
room at a piece of furniture with legs. A stool or a table will do. You 
see the legs? Good. Now, instead of looking at the legs – the 
“positive” space, or the space filled with the object – look at the 
space where there are no legs, or the space between the legs and the 
crossbars or whatever is nearest the stool. That’s what art teachers 
call the “negative” space. Not because it never has anything good to 
say about anything but because it’s the space in between solid things. 
It has edges, just as the solid objects that delineate positive space 
have edges. The edges form shapes, just as solid objects have shapes. 
That’s what you draw. You forget about the solid stuff and you draw 
the spaces between the solid stuff. That’s what Hugo did. And, as if 
by magic, his drawing of a stool began to look like a stool. Before 
there’d been a jumble of circles and straight lines shooting off in all 
directions, rather like a demented sunburst. Now there was … a stool, 
recognizable as such. 

Dear Hugo never became a famous artist. In fact he ended 
up working for a bank – a useful though utterly non-artistic 
occupation. But he learned to see in a new way. Which is, dear ones, 
what we must do as well. It’s hard to do good in the world if you’re 
unable to see things as they are. And seeing things as they are means 
learning to distinguish illusion and artifice from reality. It means 
learning to translate the messages we receive from our senses – 
including our “sixth sense” – in ways that are useful. Sometimes it 
means using illusion and artifice – as with drawing or story-telling, 
on paper or on film – to accurately depict what is real. It can mean 
using what can be experienced to depict that which cannot be 
experienced in the usual ways we experience the solid objects in front 
of us. As with the things of God and the world beyond the veil. As 
real as any four-legged stool, and perhaps as difficult to depict. Until 
someone shows you something new. 

Hugo didn’t just learn to see in a new way. He tried 
something new, something foreign, and something that was 
intimidating at first. And it paid off, handsomely. With a lot more 
than a drawing of a stool, signed and dated “Hugo, October 9, 1977.” 

May you be blessed with new and happy experiences in the 
year ahead. May you know always that you are loved and 
appreciated. And all of us together as the People of God at Loyola 
help one another as we move forward, in love. 
 



  NEWS AND EVENTS 
2023 CALENDARS 

The new 2023 calendars are available at the church entrances. 
Please take one per family. Thank you! 

 
THANKFUL – GRATEFUL - BLESSED 

Well, we did it again this year! Thank you so very much to all for 
helping with the annual Christmas Outreach Program! Thank 
you for….all the Santa Sacks of toiletries….all the volunteers that 
came together to help assemble over 120 Christmas Food boxes 
to feed our community members in need….all the Giving Tree 
angels who so generously bought gifts for our children and FAS 
(French American School) kiddos…our 'annual cookie monster 
baker' who provided a dozen homemade cookies for each box…all 
the anonymous donors who purchased boxes, gift cards, giving 
tree gifts – making this one of the best Christmases! 
Thank you to all the volunteers new and old, whether you were 
drafted to bless the celebration, hang decorations, tape boxes 
together, move tables, move pews, sign-up people or be a friendly 
and welcoming face for our guests and volunteers. Thank you so 
very much for sharing your time and talent! 
A special thank you to…an awesome motorcycle group that 
makes this an annual activity of giving back to come and give a 
hand…a super dad who ran out to buy more stuffing and green 
beans…the super ‘kind curmudgeon’ veteran who offered his 
10% military discount at the register for two ‘old young ladies’! 
Thank you to Safeway and Shamrock Foods for offering their 
best prices for all the food, especially offering us a very special 
deal on fresh fruit. Thank you again for all you did to make this 
year’s Christmas Outreach memorable and AWESOME! God 
bless and Happy New Year!                  -Toni Armstead 
 
The parish community offers a big ‘thank you’ to Miss Toni, 
Miss Sharon and their helpers for coordinating this program 
and helping make this a Merry Christmas for our neighbors. 
 

LOYOLA FOOD PANTRY FOOD DRIVES 
January 8 and 22 from 8:00 am to Noon 

Thanks to all for your ongoing support! We continue to struggle 
to keep the shelves stocked.  Please help us restock in January by 
bringing any of these non-perishable grocery items to the 
pantry/garage at the corner of 23rd and Gaylord: Paper towels, 
toilet paper, laundry soap, dishwasher soap, toothbrushes, other 
toiletries, reusable grocery bags, cooking oils, mayonnaise, 
Miracle Whip, mustard, ketchup, pancake syrup, pancake mix, 
canned fruit, canned vegetables, diced tomatoes, tomato paste, 
tomato sauce, canned chicken and salmon, hearty soups, canned 
chili, sloppy joe mix, canned stews, spaghetti sauce, baked and 
other canned beans, jelly, coffee, sugar, flour, crackers, rice, taco 
seasoning and shells, Hamburger and Tuna Helper, salsa, hot 
sauce, honey, pasta,  rice and cereal/oatmeal. Cookies, granola 
bars, juice boxes and snacks are appreciated as well.  
*At this time, we do not need canned tuna and peanut butter. 
Please no expired or damaged items! Financial donations are also 
accepted, checks payable to St. Vincent de Paul Society. Food 
donations can also be dropped off at the parish office Monday 
through Friday. Thank you for your continued generosity. You 
are truly making a difference! 

 
If you or someone you know has been a victim of abuse involving a 
Jesuit, you are encouraged to contact law enforcement and the 
Coordinator of Pastoral Support and Outreach for the Jesuits, Carol 
Zarinelli Brescia, MSW, LCSW at 314-915-7168 or 
usoutreach@jesuits.org. You may also call the Archdiocese of Denver, 
720-239-2832 or our parish office, 303-322-8042. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 A Peaceful Civil Rights Pilgrimage: 5 Loyola Pilgrims' Stories  
All are welcome Sunday, February 5, at 11:30 am in Brady Hall. 
Come for conversation, reflection, learning, and inspiration from 
a pilgrimage to Alabama that took place August 29-September 6, 
2022.  The Loyola Social Justice Committee is sponsoring this 
honest depiction of American history in observance of Black 
History Month. 

 
BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 

Our next Baptism Preparation class for parents and godparents is 
Saturday, January 14 at 9 am in Brady Hall. Please register with 
the office, 303-322-8042 or KMurzyn@loyoladenver.org. 
 

COLLECTION TO SUPPORT ‘FREE THE GIRLS’ 
Beginning next weekend January 7/8, the Ladies of Peter Claver 
will be collecting new or gently used bras in support of the 
nonprofit Free the Girls which uses the items to help victims of 
human trafficking create a pathway to entrepreneurship and help 
them reintegrate into their communities. To learn more, visit 
https://www.freethegirls.org/about. Please drop off your donation 
of bras in the box located in Brady Hall. The items will be 
collected after Masses on Sunday, January 22.  
 

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
Senior sisters, brothers and religious order priests have devoted 
their lives to prayer, service and works of mercy. Most ministered 
for little or no pay. Today, their religious communities do not 
have enough retirement savings to provide complete care. This 
fund helps provide necessities for these servants of the Lord. 
 

 MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Sunday, 01-01-23   
   7:30 am  Kelly McEnany+ 

 10:00 am  People of the Parish 
Monday, 01-02-23  Joseph Meyers+ 

Tuesday, 01-03-23  Anita Grier+ 

Wednesday, 01-04-23 The Cooke Family  

Thursday, 01-05-23  Elden Passard 

Friday, 01-06-23  Intentions of the Celebrant 

Saturday, 01-07-23                 Billy Ray Porter+ 

  
PLEASE PRAY FOR... 

Victor Abad, Jr., Elizabeth Achuil, Paul Appel, Joyce Armstead, Eugenia 
Arsense, Benjamin Baszler Family, Mary Bergles, Taeja Billingsley, Raquel 
Sanchez Bishop, Gray Buckley, Mary Ellen Buning, Loretta Burrell, Susan 
Carrillo, Joyce & Meredith Clabaugh, Deborah Cottle, Ann Durkin, Ed Ekel, 
Ann Feighny, Barbara Floyd-Hall, Valerie Francis, Margie Fry, Notasha 
M.Garcia, Jean Giles, Hollis Hafner, Carrie Hamilton, Gayle Hamlett, Patty 
Harvey, Healis Howard, Tylah Howard, Connor Jennison, Wardell Jones, 
Isaac Joseph, Jamar Lindsay & Family, Lorene Lee, Jonny Lewis, Judy Lewis, 
Tony Lutrey, Josephine Martinez, Brody McDonald, James McKinney, Mary 
Ann Montgomery, Mathue/Nicque Moore, Antonia Moreno, Mary Muldoon, 
Carol Nettles, Michelle Padilla, Ronda Pruett, Gail Pugh, Marcello Puma, 
Peter Quintero, Romany Redman, Megan Reinholtz, Cordell Robinson, 
Robert Saldano Family, Paul Scheafbauer, Katie/Melvin Scott, Barb Sercely, 
Mary Sewing, William Sexton, Angelita Sims, Gary Slaven, Deneen 
Stevenson, Romaine Tacznosky, Ken/Carmen Therence, Delores Varner, 
Linda Vialpando, Josiah Warren, Beverly Wilson. 
 

ETERNAL JOY FOR…Clarence R. Grier, Jr. 

Sunday, January 1st, 2023 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
 
 Please visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings  for the daily readings. 
 


