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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD                                                                                   JANUARY 8, 2023

 

Contributions Received 

 December 26, 2022 – January 2, 2023  
Offertory………………………………………..…...$5824.05 
Children’s Offertory………………………………...…$30.25 
Building Fund……………………………………..…$255.00 
Fr. Brady Fund for the Poor………………………….$150.00 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
FOOD PANTRY FOOD DRIVE: Today from 8 am to noon 
at the garage on 23rd and Gaylord. 
LOYOLA SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY:  Meeting today 
at 8:45 am in Brady Hall. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Classes today at 8:45 am in the 
Family Center (Kinder in the Gesu Rm.) 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH : Today at the10 am Mass. 
KNIGHTS OF PETER CLAVER LADIES AUXILIARY:   
Meeting today at 11:30 am in the Gesu Room. 
RCIA: Monday, January 9, 7 pm at Curé d’ Ars Church. 
‘BIG READ’ DISCUSSION:  Thursday, January 12 in Brady 
Hall. 6:30 pm social gathering, 7 pm discussion. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS:  Saturday, January 14, 
9 am in Brady Hall. See next page. 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 A Peaceful Civil Rights Pilgrimage: 5 Loyola Pilgrims' Stories  
All are welcome Sunday, February 5, at 11:30 am in Brady Hall. 
Come for conversation, reflection, learning, and inspiration from 
a pilgrimage to Alabama that took place August 29-September 6, 
2022.  The Loyola Social Justice Committee is sponsoring this 
honest depiction of American history in observance of Black 
History Month. 
 

LOYOLA FOOD PANTRY FOOD DRIVE  
Today from 8:00 am - Noon  

Thank you for your continued support of our food pantry. See 
https://loyoladenver.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society for a list of 
items most needed. Please bring items to the pantry (garage at 
23rd/Gaylord) or at the parish office during office hours. 

 

 

Notes from Fr. Dirk 
   The other day dear Fr. Pat – the source of wisdom in our 
household, with some help from Rags – helped me to appreciate 
anew an essential connection: Things do not have to be as they are. 
It’s a connection I’ve pointed to when quoting from Fr. Bryan 
Massingale’s masterful Racial Justice and the Catholic Church: 
“[S]ocial life is made by human beings. The society we live in the 
outcome of human choices and decisions. This means that human 
beings can change things. There is nothing necessary or fated about 
racial hierarchies or white racial privilege. They are result of human 
agency; it does not have to be so. What humans break, divide, and 
separate, we can – with God’s help – also heal, unite, and restore.” 
 I think we underestimate our freedom, at least in terms of 
God’s allowing us to think and act as we will. For reasons I neither 
understand nor fully appreciate, God allows us to act as we will, for 
good or for ill. We can make things better. We can make them worse. 
Bluntly put, we get to choose and God will not choose for us. So as 
regards the freedom that is agency, we are free. HOWEVER. At the 
same time we often imagine ourselves to be more free than we are, at 

least in terms of imagining ourselves to be unaffected by our 
surroundings and by our lived experience. We are and have been 
formed – not determined but formed – by context and by lived 
experience, sometimes without even knowing it. Discernment is 
about bringing everything we have to the table so as to learn to make 
good decisions, which is to say learning to find and appreciate the 
better way forward.  
 Sometimes people approach discernment as if it were about 
uncovering “God’s will.” And here I’ll just note that for me, “God’s 
will” is, as a concept, so abstract, tricky and unhelpful that it’s best 
left alone. Or best left to those who are better able to make sense of it 
than yours truly. I’ve heard people talk of uncovering “God’s 
blueprint” or “God’s plan for my life.” Fine. If God does have a set of 
blueprints wouldn’t it be nice to have access to them? Not to 
photocopy. Just to look at. For a few minutes. Like gaining access to 
the rare book room at the library. And yes, I’d wash my hands first. 
That’s a given, because back in the second grade Mrs. Alford (the 
most wonderful second-grade teacher IN THE WORLD) had us wash 
our hands before we were allowed to touch, look at or even breathe 
upon the pop-up book she’d brought to share with us.  
 As I understand it (yellow caution sign here), discernment – 
as in Ignatian discernment – is about finding the better way forward. 
It’s about making decisions that build up rather than tear down; 
decisions that further the work of the Kingdom; decisions that put us 
firmly on the side of being Part of the Solution and not Part of the 
Problem. Again, the Spirit does not reveal the right answer if and 
when we’ve put in the correct sequence of numbers. Discernment is 
more subtle than that, as indeed the Spirit is more subtle. This is, after 
all, the Spirit of whom it has been said, “He [sic] will not cry out, nor 
shout, nor make his voice heard in the street. A bruised reed he will 
not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench. He will 
faithfully bring forth justice” (Isaiah 42:2-3). 
 Learning to discern is a process. Takes practice. Like 
learning to play golf, about which I call to mind a favorite episodes of 
the sitcom The Honeymooners. First season, episode 3, aired October 
15, 1955: Bus driver Ralph Kramden has a chance at a promotion. 
The catch is that he has to play in a company golf tournament – in 
two days. He knows nothing about golf. His pal Norton comes down 
to help, bringing along a book about golfing. Hilarity ensues, 
including the immortal line from Norton, demonstrating the proper 
manner of addressing the ball: “Hello, ball!” A few minutes later, 
frustrated and ready to quit, Ralph wails, “I can’t learn to play golf in 
two days. It’d take me at least a week!” 
 Regarding which, discernment takes practice. It’s a way of 
proceeding; something you learn by doing. And it’s going to take you 
at least a week. The same is true for finding God, as in the hallmark 
of Ignatian Spirituality, “finding God in all things.” Which is not so 
much about finding as it is about recognizing what is already there. 
God is not like a set of car keys that falls out of your pocket and 
disappears between the sofa cushions. God is not lost. God is always 
and everywhere present. The Spirit – you know, the Spirit that lives 
in you (Romans 8:11) – is at work in the world, in our parish, in your 
life, and in and through you. Recognizing and making room for the 
Spirit is not magic. It’s a skill, and skills are developed through 
practice. As in the old joke in which a tourist asks a New Yorker how 
to get to Carnegie Hall: “Practice!” 
 Why has the Spirit chosen to reside among and within? 
Because we are loved. Beyond all reason and in fact without regard 
to reason. The Spirit blessed the Mother of God not because she was 
worthy. As Luke makes clear, worthiness was not part of the 
equation. God blessed Mary and God blesses you because it is the 
nature of God to bless. Love blesses, and you are loved and therefore 
blessed. Wondering whether you deserve to be loved and blessed is a 
waste of time, because love comes to us not because we deserve it – 
which is not to say we don’t but rather to brand deserving and 
undeserving as the obverse and reverse of a category mistake – but 
because we are loved. Get it? Got it? Good. 



  NEWS AND EVENTS 
BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 

Our next Baptism Preparation class for parents and godparents is 
Saturday, January 14 at 9 am in Brady Hall. Please register with 
the office, 303-322-8042 or KMurzyn@loyoladenver.org. 
 

2023 CALENDARS 
The new 2023 calendars are available at the church entrances. 
Please take one per family. Thank you! 

 
‘WELCOME LIKE JESUS’ 

The Loyola Social Justice Ministry invites you to this special 
event on Sunday, January 29, in Brady Hall after the10 am 
Mass. This will be a unique conversation with members of our 
parish who will share their own experiences as immigrants. As 
Denver is receiving daily buses of our migrant brothers and 
sisters who have sought protection here, our discussion will bring 
clarity to why the situation has unfolded the way it has and share 
ways we can Welcome Them Like Jesus.  Please plan to join us!   

How to Help Our Migrant Brother and Sisters 
In response to the declared humanitarian crisis in Denver, Regis 
University campus is now sheltering up to 50 asylum seekers 
from Venezuela, all families with children, for at least a week. 
For volunteer opportunities to help, please visit 
https://form.jotform.com/230024779576059. 
 

PARISH ‘BIG READ’ DISCUSSION THIS THURSDAY 
Our inaugural parish-wide reading project starts this month! As a 
reminder, each year we will select a book by a Jesuit author or 
one written on a topic relevant to Jesuit history or ministry. For 
2023, we are reading What Happened at Vatican II by John 
O’Malley, S.J. If you are interested in reading the book, 
introductory materials and study questions to guide your reading 
are available on the “Big Read” site: 
https://loyoladenver.org/jesuit-book-speaker-series 
We will read one chapter a month and gather one Thursday 
evening each month to discuss it. You are welcome to join us at 
any discussion, regardless of whether you attended any of the 
earlier ones. You are also welcome to join us if you have not 
finished (or even begun) the reading! Our conversation will be 
enriched by your presence. Thursday meetings will be hybrid in-
person and online. Arrive at 6:30 pm in Brady Hall for optional 
fellowship and snack time. The discussion and Zoom meeting 
will begin at 7:00 pm. Zoom links are available through the 
online event calendar and here (for January 12th): 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83840404909 

 
JESUIT ALUMNI, FRIENDS AND YOUNG ADULTS  

Alumni of Jesuit universities, young adults (ages 20-40) and 
friends of the local Ignatian communities will gather on Friday, 
January 27 for happy hour and “A Jesuit Walks Into a Bar: Sit 
Down Comedy with Fr. Jacob Martin, SJ” in the Recital Hall of 
Regis University.  Sponsored by the Denver Jesuit Alumni 
Network and the Regis University Office of Mission, this 
program is a social event to announce that Contemplative Leaders 
in Action (contemplativeleaders.org) (CLA) is coming to 
Colorado in fall 2023.  CLA incorporates leadership development 
and Ignatian spirituality into a program for young adults to grow 
their faith and their career.  More details to come!  Please direct 
questions to Pam Watson Korbel, CLA volunteer coordinator, 
ContempLeadersCO@gmail.com.  
 
 
 

COLLECTION TO SUPPORT ‘FREE THE GIRLS’ 
The Ladies of Peter Claver are collecting new or gently used bras 
in support of the nonprofit Free the Girls which uses the items to 
help victims of human trafficking create a pathway to 
entrepreneurship and help them reintegrate into their 
communities. Visit https://www.freethegirls.org/about to learn 
more. Please drop off your donation of bras in the box located in 
Brady Hall. The items will be collected after Masses on Sunday, 
January 22. at 11:30 am in Brady Hall.  

 
LOYOLA MEDITATION COMMUNITY 

“Let my song give blessing and insight to those who cannot see 
for themselves. And let your compassion always shine forth from 
the depths of my heart.” We hear these words as part of Psalm 40. 
Our meditation community meets monthly to give praise and 
glory to our God. Please join us Monday, January 16 for prayer. 
Our session opens at 12:50 pm, and we pray from 1:00 to 1:30 
pm. We invite you to join with the intention of praying for our 
community, country and planet. Zoom:   https://bit.ly/3mqMhDh     
 
   POSITION AVAILABLE – OFFICE MANAGER 
St. Ignatius Loyola Catholic Church is accepting applications for 
Office Manager. This position provides administrative support to 
the pastor, other staff members, ministries, and parishioners. The 
Office Manager is responsible for overseeing the daily operations 
of the front office, receives daily calls, and is the main contact for 
parishioners and vendors. Other duties include preparing the 
weekly bulletin and associated tasks, preparing weekly 
accounting reports, and maintaining the parish database and 
administrative files. For a full job description or to submit a 
resume, email Kathy at KMurzyn@loyoladenver.org. 
 

 MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Sunday, 01-08-23   
   7:30 am  Bonnie Watson+ 

 10:00 am  People of the Parish 
Monday, 01-09-23  Samuel Harrison+ 

Tuesday, 01-10-23  Sharon Saavedra+ 

Wednesday, 01-11-23 Peter Hornung & Family  

Thursday, 01-12-23  Intentions of the Celebrant 

Friday, 01-13-23  Theresa Weber+ 

Saturday, 01-14-23                 Martin Herbert+ 

  
PLEASE PRAY FOR... 

Victor Abad, Jr., Elizabeth Achuil, Paul Appel, Joyce Armstead, Eugenia 
Arsense, Benjamin Baszler Family, Mary Bergles, Taeja Billingsley, Raquel 
Sanchez Bishop, Gray Buckley, Mary Ellen Buning, Loretta Burrell, Susan 
Carrillo, Joyce & Meredith Clabaugh, Deborah Cottle, Ann Durkin, Ed Ekel, 
Ann Feighny, Barbara Floyd-Hall, Valerie Francis, Margie Fry, Notasha 
M.Garcia, Jean Giles, Hollis Hafner, Carrie Hamilton, Gayle Hamlett, Patty 
Harvey, Healis Howard, Tylah Howard, Connor Jennison, Wardell Jones, 
Isaac Joseph, Jamar Lindsay & Family, Lorene Lee, Jonny Lewis, Judy Lewis, 
Tony Lutrey, Josephine Martinez, Brody McDonald, James McKinney, Mary 
Ann Montgomery, Mathue/Nicque Moore, Antonia Moreno, Mary Muldoon, 
Carol Nettles, Michelle Padilla, Ronda Pruett, Gail Pugh, Marcello Puma, 
Peter Quintero, Romany Redman, Megan Reinholtz, Cordell Robinson, 
Robert Saldano Family, Paul Scheafbauer, Katie/Melvin Scott, Barb Sercely, 
Mary Sewing, William Sexton, Angelita Sims, Gary Slaven, Deneen 
Stevenson, Romaine Tacznosky, Ken/Carmen Therence, Delores Varner, 
Linda Vialpando, Josiah Warren, Beverly Wilson. 
 

ETERNAL JOY FOR…Fred Battaglia, Clarence R. Grier, Jr. 

Sunday, January 3rd, 2023 – Epiphany of the Lord 

Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
 
 Please visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings  for the daily reading. 


