
ought to be more about considering 
the “ordinary” or “middle class” 
saints that we have known and how 
we can “dress up” or “emulate” 
them. 

Read about St. Isidore the Farmer as 
an example of an “ordinary saint.” 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-
the-day/saint-isidore-the-farmer 

Or maybe Alphonsus Rodriguez, a 
simple doorkeeper. 
https://www.jesuits.global/saint-
blessed/saint-alphonsus-rodriguez/ 

Who would be your saint? 
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As Father Dirk would often begin, “Every 
school kid knows.,.,”  Well, nowadays, not 
every school kid knows that “Halloween” 
is a combination of the word “Hallow” for 
holy and “een” as a contraction of 
evening.  A better label for the day is “All 
Hallows’ Eve” or the evening before the 
celebration of All Saints Day.  (See 
Catholic Roots… 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2019-
10/the-catholic-roots-of-halloween-the-vigil-of-all-

saints-day.html) 

I do remember as a school kid dressing up 
as a saint, at least for the school’s 
kindergarten Halloween.  Not likely to be 
the costume of choice for many these 
days.  Yet the Catholic feast remains 
because it is important.  It is important to 
consider all those saints, especially those 
who don’t have a named feast day, who 
have gone before us. 

Rather than a day for “dress up”, consider 
a day for “act like” as in “Which saint 
would/should/could I act like?”  No I know 
I am not going to be a mystic like Theresa 
of Avila nor a missionary like Francis 
Xavier, but there might be one of the 
“lesser” saints that I could aspire to be 
like.  I love the stories of Dorothy Day, her 
somewhat crusty manner and her slightly 
irreverent attitude towards being 
considered a saint:  “Don’t call me a saint.  
I don’t want to be dismissed so easily.” 
https://kidadl.com/quotes/best-dorothy-day-quotes-
from-the-american-journalist-and-social-activist 

Pope Francis has often remarked that we 
need to consider not just the “great 
saints” but to consider the “ordinary 
saints” or the “middle class” saints.  Well I 
really think that the holy day celebrating 
“All Saints” is precisely for these “ordinary 
saints”.  As such, maybe All Hallows’ Eve 
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By far, at least in my opinion, the best collection of 
“ordinary saints” are contained in the tapestries of 
the Los Angeles Cathedral.  https://
olacathedral.org/tapestries or https://
www.johnnava.com/COLA/COS.html 

What makes them so spectacular is that the artist 
went around the city and photographed real 
individuals and incorporated their images into the 
tapestries.  Not only do they represent the gamut 
of folks living in Los Angeles, they are so life-like 
that you would swear you had seen some of them on 
the transit system.  Not all the saints have names, 
which leaves to your own imagination the names of 
those not so designated—maybe the “ordinary 
saints” that we have been talking about. 

Now many churches, paintings and icons have their own version of what we call “The Communion of 
Saints”, but this particular rendering encompasses all the walls on both sides of the Cathedral, 
giving you that sense of the saints actually being their in prayer with us at the Eucharist.  What 
could be cooler than that.   

Well, most of us don’t have Cathedral walls to decorate, but I have seen some great renditions of 
refrigerator art where one’s favorites adorn this lowly appliance.  Yet here they are, right there 
with breakfast, lunch and dinner, right there in the toil of meal making and cleanup, right there with 
that cup of coffee or snack in the middle of the day.  Where else would you like to have “The 
Communion of Saints” hallow your own home? 

Well, most of you know that when I run out of material I generally use the internet and search.  I 
don’t pass along everything, I try to figure out what might be interesting or appropriate.  This time 
I landed on a couple of articles by Fr. Terrence Klein from America Magazine.  In one article we are 
reminded that this is not a feast for “Lesser Saints” who don’t make it to the award shows, etc.. 
Rather it celebrates all saints, including our grandparents, etc..  But more, Fr. Terrence notes: 

Today in honoring the saints, we recognize 
that they have built the church, that they are 
the church, in a way we, as yet, are not. 
Their lives have closed; their contribution is 
complete. The church we have is their work. 
It would not have come to us without their 
evangelization, their sacrifices, their sorrows 
and sufferings, their prayers. What we 
bestow upon the saints is nothing in comparison 
with what they have given to us. https://
www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/10/31/all-saints-day-
not-lesser-saints-day 

In the same manner, Fr. Terrence reminds us 
that, although our memories might fade and the 
memorials we erect to honor our saints may 
decay, we must remember that our earthly 

measures are not what we should use but rather the heavenly one promised.  Again, as Fr. Terrence 
says:   

Yes, what began here on earth is lost, mostly without a trace. But who looks for the 
seed that died when the mighty tree raises its leafed branches to the sky?  https://
www.americamagazine.org/faith/2019/11/01/all-saints-day-we-are-reminded-our-true-home 

Let us bless and thank the Lord for this forest of mighty trees. 
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Of course, on All Souls Day we pray for all who have died—saints and sinners.  Yet most 

of us send up a prayer and a remembrance especially for our own family, friends and 

mentors who have gone before us.  How we do this varies from place to place and from 

family to family.  In some parts of the world, the day is given as a holiday so that all get 

a chance to visit cemeteries and places of remembrance (kind of like our Memorial 

Day, but without all the sales.)  In other places we find the remembrances much more 

humble.  I know of one family where each person makes a name card which they 

place in front of themselves at the dinner table.  Then, during dinner, each gets to 

speak about the person that they are remembering, what they did, why they are 

honoring them, what was the grace they received from them.  The meal ends with a 

prayer for all. 

As you can see from the 

picture to the right, we at St. 

Ignatius try to capture some 

of that homespun 

remembrance and bring it 

front and center to the 

community.  In the 

background are diamond 

shaped cards with the names 

of family and friends that 

were submitted to us.  In the 

foreground you can see 

pictures that many also 

brought by.  And for those 

that come to Mass on the day 

of All Souls, we often 

exchange stories and 

memories, passing along to 

one another a digest of the 

graces they received.   

On this last day of the season of remembrance, it is one thing to have memories.  It is 

another to delve deeper to move from memories to understanding, to understand how 

many of the special moments we are sharing were often deliberate gifts that took 

planning and effort.  And how it might be a bigger celebration to do more than 

remember, but to pass on the grace we received, or at least to tell the story to others, 

to share the grace.  And to say a little prayer like we often do: 

 

“May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace.  Amen.” 
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Songs for Saints 

Sing with all the Saints in Glory 

     https://youtu.be/FML_usf8NR0 

For All the Saints 

     https://youtu.be/21GTTM2TIYA 

When the Saints Go Marching (Louie Armstrong) 

     https://youtu.be/wyLjbMBpGDA 

When the Saints Go Marching (Children’s version) 

     https://youtu.be/Frfbgf9WeWM 

Litany of Saints (Matt Maher) 

     https://youtu.be/iREM-5qcCjo 

All Saints Day (Carrie Newcomer) 

     https://youtu.be/GQefafxbS9E 

Gathering of Spirits (Carrie Newcomer) 

      https://youtu.be/b4I3Y_kK6Zw 
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Jokes even a Saint can tell. 

A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He read, “The man named Lot was 

warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his wife looked back and was turned 

into a pillar of salt.”  His son asked, “What happened to the flea?” 

–Why did the priest giggle during his homily? 
He had Mass hysteria! 

What did Saint Patrick say when he drove all the snakes out of 

Ireland?  "Everyone got seat belts on back there?" 

Why did Saint Francis cry? 

Someone called him Assisi. 

Who the patron saint of surveillance? 

St Francis of a CCTV. 

A man walks up to the pearly gates 

Saint Peter asks, "How did you get here?" 

The mans answers, "Flu." 
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