
kingdom.  Phrases like the 
mustard seed, treasure hidden in 
a field—you should remember 
many like these.  It is a kingdom 
so different from the world’s that 
a person like Pilate will never 
understand.  Yet Jesus still 
proclaims the Kingdom. 

So it is not “out of character” for 
Pope Francis to travel to Bahrain, 
to condemn the use of the death 
penalty before the royol court 
and to speak of Jesus’ kingship in 
this way. 

...the Holy Father reminded all 
those gathered of the prophet 
Isaiah's words about the Messiah 
whom God will raise up: “His 
power shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless 
peace”. 

He noted that, although this 
sounds like a contradiction, as 
"we often notice that the more 
power is sought, the more peace 
is threatened", the prophet 
announces the extraordinary 
news that "the Messiah to come 
will indeed be powerful, not in 
the manner of a commander who 
wages war and rules over 
others, but as the 'Prince of 
Peace' who reconciles people 
with God and with one another." 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2
022-11/pope-francis-mass-bahrain-national-
stadium-peace-and-justice.html 
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"Are you the King of the Jews?"  

Last year’s gospel reflection by Sr. 
Mary McGlone in NCR began with that 
line of Pilate’s during his examination 
of Jesus.  

https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/scripture-
life/solemnity-our-lord-jesus-christ-king-universe-
what-have-you-done 

While the USCCB wants to use this 
feast to push the agenda of religious 
liberty, I think Mary’s reflection offers 
us much more fruit.  Yes, the Kingdom 
of God does hold sway over political 
authorities but the point is much more 
personal than political.  As Mary wrote: 

The kingdom of God, and therefore 
the kingship of Christ, is first and 
foremost perplexing. Its driving 
power is metanoia, the force that 
leads people to let themselves be 
turned inside out and to believe that 
service is the highest vocation they 
could ever fulfill.  

Mary quickly lists the places where 
Jesus gives a description of the 
Kingdom of God, quite different from 
our descriptions of a worldly 

C h r i s t  t h e  K i n g  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e  
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Can you imagine a kingdom of peace?  Can you imagine a world 
where service of one another replaces domination?  Can you 
imagine a king who would stoop to wash the feet of the 
disciples, would bend down to wipe away tears?  Maybe our 
best preparation for Advent is to imagine the kind of King that 
Jesus is.  And as we prepare not only for the remembrance of 
the first coming of Jesus, we also prepare for the second 
coming, by helping to build this kingdom here on earth. 

I must say, Pope Francis is offering us a great example on the 
world stage of what kind of King we serve.  Maybe we need to 
once again pick up the pages of the gospel, to reread the 

stories of Jesus’ ministry, and then to find ways in which we too can build the Kingdom with grace 
and with kindness.  https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-11/pope-francis-general-audience-apostolic-
journey-bahrain.html 

C h r i s t  t h e  K i n g  ( c o n t . )  

P a g e  2  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

Many of us have lots of experience with Advent.  So, you might think, what do 
you have to offer to us.  First, in line with the spirit of synodality, it might 
just be a great idea for you to share those experiences with others.  Talk it up 
with one another.  Share your childhood memories and experiences and crafts.  
Second, also in the spirit of synodality, take time to listen to the experiences 
of others.  We truly are enriched by what we can learn from one another. 

And yes, I do search the internet for ideas.  There are some “regular” sites 
that I turn to.  Something like Loyola Press is one for Advent and for 
catechetical materials.  I usually check out places like Pray-As-You-Go, an 
English website and app, for retreat materials or meditations.  The same with 
Sacred Space, a website by the Irish Jesuits.  I tend to look for things that 
might be helpful from America Magazine, National Catholic Reporter and even 
sites like Busted Halo.  And I will scan the news sites for recents statements 
and activities from folks like Pope Francis.  For a season like Advent, I’ll also 
look for a few good songs or even short videos. 

This year I came across a sight called “Young-Catholics”.  Now I know that 
many reading this column may not be considered a part of the “Young” category 
anymore.  But sometimes an idea that is good is good for both young and old.  
Now when I find a new website, I usually check out the “About” to kind of get 
a feel for the websites “bona fides”.  That is, whether they are accurate and 
generally informational or pastoral.  This particular website claims to be a 
group of parents and catechists sharing ideas and information.  Well, that 
sounds pretty synodal.  So, without looking further into their pedigree, I offer 
you their website for Advent. 

 

A d v e n t  
P r e p a r e  t h e  W a y  
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Young Catholics 

First Sunday of Advent 2022 (Year A)  
https://young-catholics.com/3697/1st-sunday-of-advent-year-a/ 
Theme of being ready, being prepared.  You too can be ready and prepared by looking at the themes 

and readings, even reflections by various authors including Bishop Barron and Scott Hahn.  Yes, 

there’s something about Advent wreaths and Advent prayers.  Check it out. 

All of Advent 

https://young-catholics.com/18883/advent/ 

Ignatian Spirituality  

Usually there’s a heading for Advent on most of these websites, but I may be too early.  For those 

who are bit saavy and persistent, you can use that little magnifying glass search icon and just enter 

in Advent and hit return.  Here’s what happened for me. 

Searching for Advent 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/?s=advent 

Pray As You Go 

Again, it may just be too early for their usual Advent reflections, but you can see the daily 

meditations from the main page 

https://pray-as-you-go.org 

Or, if you are adventurous, click on the “Discover” button where you will find all kinds of prayer 

resources, including an Advent retreat from 2019.   

https://pray-as-you-go.org/discover 

Now, just because I couldn’t find it on the website while I was searching, I jumped over to google and 

entered “advent pray-as-you-go” and found a 2020 retreat on Soundcloud.  All good things come to 

those who search. 

https://soundcloud.com/pray-as-you-go/sets/god-is-with-you-advent-retreat-2020 

And, if you are paying attention to the credits, this retreat is in collaboration with Sacred Space, the 

Irish Jesuits website I mentioned.    Check out the daily prayer and the occasional retreat. 

https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 

NCR/Earthbeat 

While I too expect an Advent selection for the National Catholic 

Reporter, you can find a mini-retreat on Laudato Si’ in their Earthbeat 

website.  Although written by Arthur Jones for the 2019 season of 

Advent, they are still something to consider for our 2022 season.   

Advent Meditation with Laudato Si' 
https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/advent-meditation-with-laudato-si/

stories 
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St. Ignatius Loyola Church 

2309 Gaylord St 

Songs & Such for Advent 

Firstborn Music — Advent Art + Music   

 https://www.firstbornmusic.org/ 

St. Paul’s Aukland 

Star of Wonder (anticipation) 

 https://youtu.be/yHjiB-xp_tE 

Advent Stories 

Mary  https://youtu.be/D8-6kRCl4QE 

Joseph  https://youtu.be/vUqfV1e76Pg 

Elizabeth https://youtu.be/p7mXoVlKzog 

Shepherds https://youtu.be/CE_0WLRQvAs 

Magi  https://youtu.be/GzRjxxkk9w0 

Simeon  https://youtu.be/9d_ja7vzmMA 

ADVENT Conspiracy https://youtu.be/iuvAmknqiqQ 

 https://adventconspiracy.org/ 

Phone: 303-322-8042 

Fax: 303-322-2927 

Finding God in All Things 

Find us at 
loyoladenver.org 

The Purpose and Symbolism of the Advent Wreath 
 

A well written article on the 
Advent wreath can be found on 
the Mercy Home website. https://
www.mercyhome.org/blog/sunday-mass/advent-

wreath/ It lists the meaning of the 
wreath itself, the evergreen 
trimmings, the pine cones as well 
as the candles.  Each candle has its 
own name and meaning.  First, the 
prophet’s candle with the theme of 
hope.  Second, the Bethlehem 
candle with the theme of faith.  
Third, the Shepherd’s candle, the 
pink one, representing joy.  Fourth, 
the Angel’s candle and the theme 
of peace. 
 
What is most remarkable about 
this story of the wreath is the way 
it is actually lived in a residential 
facility for boys and girls who do 
not have a place to call home right 

now.  It is a port in the storm for many children and a hope for families.  As 
Mary and Joseph seek shelter for themselves and for their child, here is a 
place that lives that gospel story by offering shelter and hope.   
So consider not only the history and meaning of the Advent wreath, but the 
ways in which we might live out the themes of the candles and the meaning of 
all the other symbols.   
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