
While many might want to dismiss November because it is the 
beginning or winter (well, not the ski crew), there is a lot that is 
going on.  As was mentioned in the last newsletter https://

loyoladenver.org/home-rituals, we begin with All-Saints and All-Souls.  I 
hope these are celebrated as much as All Hallow’s Eve (Halloween).  
In addition to the usual rainbow of Saints we will see feasts 
celebrating the dedication of two churches, Thanksgiving, which is 
always fun, and the beginning of the Church (liturgical) New Year 
(a.k.a Advent.)   

Special Saints this month include St. Martin De 
Porres, raised mostly by his mother and apprenticed 
to a “barber-surgeon” at the age of 12.  This 
profession was about more than hair-cutting, it 
included the care for wounds and the preparation of 
various medicine.  Martin joined the Dominican 
order and was a model to the community, not only 
because of the time he spent in prayer but because of 
his medical care for others regardless of race or 
status.  He is known as a friend of the poor, often 
depicted with food for the poor and small animals 
like a dog or cat.  St. Martin’s feast was yesterday, 
November 3rd. https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-

day/saint-martin-de-porres 

Then there’s St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, 
known by most as simply Mother Cabrini.  
She studied to be a teacher in Italy and 
hoped to become a sister like those who 
taught her.  When the religious order said 
“No”, she began working at an orphanage 
and later became a sister with this new 
group.  When the orphanage closed, the 
bishop of her town created a new group of 
sisters named the Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart putting Frances in charge.  
Thus began her missionary career, 
traveling to the United States, founding 
some 67 institutions in the U.S. like 

orphanges and hospitals, primarily for recent immigrants.  Mother 
Cabrini worked here in Denver and there is a shrine to her. https://

mothercabrinishrine.org/mother-cabrini  You may not recognize her feast 
day, November 13, because Colorado has made a new state holiday, 
Cabrini Day, on the first Monday of October.  https://puc.colorado.gov/

Frances_Cabrini_Day  
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In case you missed this: 

Halloween, All Saints and 

All Souls explained by LEGO 

priest:  https://youtu.be/

xO6pefqjw3c 

Thanks Angelita 
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We know we have feast days for saints, but a feast day for a church?  Well, 

these are not just any churches.  In the beginning, Christians celebrated what 

we call the Eucharist at homes (called home churches). But when the 

Emperor Constantine became a Christian, and the years of persecution 

against Christians ended, the Emperor donated land and buildings from the 

Lateran family to be the first major church for the Christians of Rome.  

Founded in 324, it is called the “mother” of the churches of Rome.  It is also the church of the 

Bishop of Rome whom we all know as the Pope.   

Of course, this is not the original church.  That and others were destroyed by war and by fire.  The 

current building was completed and rededicated in 1724.  To see the wonderful interior of this 

church watch parts of this Youtube video of Pope Francis celebration the feast of the dedication, 

November 9th, in 2019.  https://youtu.be/a13X9HK0ZDU 

Still, why do we celebrate the dedication of a church?  Well, your home is for you a symbol of your 

family.  You may not celebrate the date when you first moved in, but it was a big celebration for 

your family.  The same with our church families.  We celebrate the dates when churches were 

dedicated.  St. Ignatius of Loyola Church was completed and dedicated on October 12, 1924.  If 

you do the math, the church building is 98 years old.  You can find many pictures and histories of 

our church by doing a google search “history saint Ignatius parish Denver” to find stories like this 

one:  https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMGCHK_St_Ignatius_Loyola_Church_Denver_CO. 

The second feast for churches, the dedication of Sts. Peter and Paul, is 

actually the dedication for two churches, St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s.  We all 

know St. Peter’s and we all think that this is the Pope’s church because it 

is where we see him most often.  But the Pope’s church is actually St. 

John Lateran.  As Franciscan Media describes these churches:   

St. Peter’s is probably the most famous church in Christendom. Massive 

in scale and a veritable museum of art and architecture, it began on a much humbler scale. Vatican 

Hill was a simple cemetery where believers gathered at Saint Peter’s tomb to pray. In 319, 

Constantine built a basilica on the site that stood for more than a thousand years until, 

despite numerous restorations, it threatened to collapse. In 1506, Pope Julius II ordered it 

razed and reconstructed, but the new basilica was not completed and dedicated for more 

than two centuries.  

St. Paul’s Outside-the-Walls stands near the Abaazia delle Tre Fontane, where Saint Paul is 

believed to have been beheaded. The largest church in Rome until St. Peter’s was rebuilt, 

the basilica also rises over the traditional site of its namesake’s grave. The most recent 

edifice was constructed after a fire in 1823. The first basilica was also Constantine’s doing. 

So there are four great basilicas in Rome and we have talked about three of them.  What makes a 

church a basilica?  Check out this website for the answer:  https://stspeterandpaulbasilica.com/

what-makes-a-basilica 

Dedication of St. John Lateran & Sts. Peter and Paul 
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Many of us are looking forward to a wonderful Thanksgiving day and dinner 
coming up on November 24th, 2022.   Some will travel to be with family and 
some will stay home.  We hope that everyone is able to be with family and 
friends and able to give thanks to God and family for all they have. 

But, did you know that the word Eucharist, the “official” term for Mass, means 
Thanksgiving.  This makes sense since our Eucharistic prayer includes the 
following action of Jesus just before the consecration of the bread, “with eyes 
raised to heaven to you, O God, his almighty Father, giving you thanks he 
said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying…”    

Thanks is not the only thing that the Eucharist has in common with your 
Thanksgiving meal.  Did you know that in the early years of the Church that 
the Eucharist was celebrated in people’s homes?  It’s true, there were not 
churches as we know them.  You can read a little bit about the history of the 
Eucharist at this site from Australia.  https://www.togetheratonealtar.catholic.edu.au/

explore/the-early-church/  In fact, this website developed by the Australian 
National Catholic Education Commission, has a lot about the Mass including 
symbols, seasons, gestures, ministries and even furniture in the church.  See 
not only the tabs for “Explore” but the ones for “Craft”, “Receive” and 
“Live”.  Some of the material is rewritten to be age appropriate, so see that 
tab up in the upper right hand corner.  Or see the buttons on the home page  
https://www.togetheratonealtar.catholic.edu.au/   

Happy Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving and the Eucharist 
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To Ponder & Share 

We’ve mentioned four things for 

November: Saints, Churches, Thanksgiving 

and Advent.  Let’s ask some simple 

questions. 

 Do you have a favorite saint?  Why do 

you like this saint? 

 What do you like best about our 

Church? 

 What do you like best about 

Thanksgiving? 

 Do you like the Advent wreath?  Do you 

have any special Advent/Christmas 

songs? 

Advent 
Did you know that Advent begins on November 27th this year?  And, did you know that Advent means “coming”.  Some 

say “Christmas is coming” while others are more correct in saying “Christ is coming”.  Advent lasts for four weeks 

and each week has a special candle and theme.  The first week’s candle is for the prophets and the theme is Hope.  The 

second week’s candle is called the Bethlehem candle and the theme is faith.  The third week’s candle is for the 

Shepherds and the theme is joy and the last week’s candle is the angel candle and the theme is love.  Of course there 

are variations on these candles and themes, but it is nice to pick one and tell a story with that theme each week.  See 

the end of the Wikipedia article for variations.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent#Advent_wreath 

Well, we all know the candles but do you know the readings?  Wikipedia summarizes the Roman Rite (Catholic 

tradition) readings as:     

1. On the First Sunday (Advent Sunday), they look forward to the Second Coming of Christ. 
2. On the Second Sunday, the Gospel reading recalls the preaching of John the Baptist, who came to "prepare the 

way of the Lord"; the other readings have associated themes. 
3. On the Third Sunday (Gaudete Sunday), the Gospel reading is again about John the Baptist, the other readings 

about the joy associated with the coming of the Saviour. 
4. On the Fourth Sunday, the Gospel reading is about the events involving Mary and Joseph that led directly to the 

birth of Jesus, while the other readings are related to these. 

For a wonderful song and drawing for each week of Advent go to:  https://www.firstbornmusic.org/ 
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