
smell is the most evocative of senses, 
able to draw deep emotions from us.  
Ergo the scent industry with perfumes 
and with plug-in room fresheners 
along with the real estate tip of 
baking cookies in the home that will 
be shown that day.  Even the Church 
recognizes this in its use of incense and 
floral arrangements.  Wish we could 
have the scent of real trees in the 
building but fire codes no longer allow 
for that. 

Now there is no way that I can 
recreate the scents and smells of a 
stable nor can I recreate those smells 
of coming home for Thanksgiving or 
Christmas.  But just by using our 
imagination and our memories, we 
can do a pretty good job ourselves.  
Then, when we think we’ve got it 
right, or at least close, stop and look 
at what you are experiencing, what 
emotions and what dreams and 
desires.  Then, after a good bit of time 
to simply let everything soak in or 
surface, begin a prayer with God 
about this sense and scene.  And let 
God help you to interpret the dreams, 
achieve your desires and build up the 
kingdom, especially at this special 
time of the year.   
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One of my 
favorite Christmas 
movies isn’t a 
religious one.  It’s 
“A Christmas 
Story” with the 
young boy 
wanting a Red 
Rider BB Gun for Christmas.  There is one 
point in this classic comedy when all the 
presents are given, the Christmas feast 
eaten and the boys are in bed.  It is then 
that mom and dad finally stop to simply be 
together before the Christmas tree, to reflect 
and to simply live in the moment.   

Well, I hope you 
take the 
opportunity to 
stop, to reflect 
and to simply live 
in the moments 
of Christmas.  
That might be 

the stories of anticipation that come with 
the Annunciation, Joseph’s dream or the 
Visitation.  You may want to reread the 
scriptures, gaze upon a favorite painting, 
listen to a dramatic reading or simply sing 
along with one of the carols that you 
remember from childhood.  The Ignatian 
tradition of prayer offers the opportunity to 
immerse yourself into the story or scene, 
using all your senses to  enhance the 
experience.   

Now I say all the senses.  When I was 
working with Campus Ministry at various 
universities, I would ask students to simply 
tell me what they smell when they go home 
for Thanksgiving or Christmas.  It was often 
amazing to see their faces light up with the 
remembrances of smells like cookies, the 
Christmas tree, turkey cooking or even their 
family dog.  Many say that the power of 

S t o p  a n d  S m e l l  t h e  T i n s e l  



P a g e  2  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

“You’re late, Mass has already started.”  “The movie 
must be half over already, maybe we should just skip 
it.”  “I’m sorry maam, but the show has already 
started, no one is allowed in until the intermission.”   

Well, there are many times when coming late is a 
problem.  Yet there are also times when adaptation 
needs to happen.  After siblings started getting 
married, the “family” Thanksgiving or Christmas often 
got moved to the next Saturday or such.  This kept folks from driving from a 
party at the in-laws to a party at our homestead.  It seemed to work well, this 
kind of asynchronous celebration.  All the essentials were there—the family, 

the food and even special gifts or announcements.  And 
even though it would be great to follow the calendar, the 
tide of social gatherings and the clock of the usual, “it 
ain’t necessarily so!”  With technology like webpages, 
podcasts and even good old fashioned books, you can start 
Advent late and still find the spirit of the season.  
Remember the musical “Mame!” and the song “We Need a 
Little Christmas!”  Well, if it worked for Angela Lansbury. 
it should be able to work for us.  https://youtu.be/OPaVxHOsO-I 

Pray-As-You-Go has a series of meditations 
scheduled for the Advent and Christmas 
seasons called ‘Down to Earth.’  And even 
though the first four meditations have already 
dropped, that doesn’t mean you can’t find a 
little sacred space at home, a chance to put on 
your headphones, and begin Advent a little bit 
late.  As the description states, “Welcome to 
'Down to Earth', an imaginative journey for 
Advent to help you encounter Jesus a little deeper than you might in 
ordinary life.” https://pray-as-you-go.org/series/57-downtoearth  Each episode begins with 
a familiar piece of scripture, continues with a couple of reflection questions 
and ends with a “colloquy”, a chance to talk with Jesus about your experience 
and your hopes.  Or maybe, not with Jesus but with some other biblical 
character like Mary, Elizabeth, Joseph or even a shepherd.  Be willing to use 
the pause button if you want to sit with a particular reflection question.  
There’s no need to rush ahead or to be on someone else’s schedule. 

A companion series to ‘Down to Earth’ called ‘Imagining the Nativity’ is also 
available at https://pray-as-you-go.org/series/6-imagining-the-nativity.  Use them now, or use 
them later.  Be sure to take note of the “Discover” button for more retreats, 
mediations, guides and offers.   

S t a r t i n g  A d v e n t  
a  l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e !  

https://youtu.be/OPaVxHOsO-I
https://pray-as-you-go.org/series/57-downtoearth
https://pray-as-you-go.org/series/6-imagining-the-nativity


 

One of the best features about Christmas is 
the ability to see Christmas through the 
eyes of so many others.  Now it is true that 
we won’t always agree with what others see 
and that often times we won’t be able to 
understand either.  Yet there are so many 
times when a nativity scene, a poem, a song 
or even a little kids skit will simply “ring 
the bell” of recognition of something we too 
perceive and believe.  That’s why I believe it 

is so wonderful that the nativity scene at St. Peter’s square often represents 
the vision of different cultures and different regions of the world.  The 
Catholic News Agency video shows the unveiling of both the nativity scene 
and the lighting of the Christmas tree.  https://youtu.be/CxQCgNEKltE 

 

While the scene itself is something to reflect upon, it is 
often another marvel to watch others encounter such 
works and to listen to their reflections.  https://youtu.be/ocfst-

imuqY (Sorry about the youtube ads and the quirky Catholic 
News Agency ad for an upcoming piece on Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.)  Aletia had a wonderful slide show of the 
displays at https://aleteia.org/slideshow/slideshow-vatican-christmas-2022/ 

 

St. Paul’s in Aukland has some of the best versions of 
the Christmas story as told by children.  The original 
story can be viewed at https://youtu.be/zduwusyip8M.  A later 
production but a kind of precursor called Star of  
Wonder helps to get you ready for this event.   

https://youtu.be/yHjiB-xp_tE 
A more modern interpretation of the story called “An Unexpected 
Christmas” found at https://youtu.be/TM1XusYVqNY.   

Pope Blesses over 100 Nativity Scenes 
https://cbcpnews.net/cbcpnews/pope-francis-blesses
-100-nativity-scenes-near-the-vatican/ 

https://youtu.be/CxQCgNEKltE
https://youtu.be/ocfst-imuqY
https://youtu.be/ocfst-imuqY
https://aleteia.org/slideshow/slideshow-vatican-christmas-2022/
https://youtu.be/zduwusyip8M
https://youtu.be/yHjiB-xp_tE
https://youtu.be/TM1XusYVqNY
https://cbcpnews.net/cbcpnews/pope-francis-blesses-100-nativity-scenes-near-the-vatican/
https://cbcpnews.net/cbcpnews/pope-francis-blesses-100-nativity-scenes-near-the-vatican/


St. Ignatius Loyola Church 

2309 Gaylord St 

Christmas Surprises 

A wonderful muppet-lie video, created over 13 years ago, but now catching on with 

more than 1.6 million views: 

Bethlehemian Rhapsody  https://youtu.be/pW1pbuyGlQ0 

    (with lyrics)  https://youtu.be/IxvMkSKRWOA 

A taproom setting for a variation of Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah 

Cloverton  https://youtu.be/ykbOxbyGlIE 

A combination of the Good Shepherd Music Collective and Hope East Village 

church, music, scripture, readings and reflections during the pandemic of 

Christmas 2020 

GSNY music, Hope East Village https://youtu.be/hSwFGl3prr8 

A special combination of two great artists Wexford Carol 

Alision Kraus and Yo-Yo  https://youtu.be/yxDZjg_Igoc 

A suggestion from Kathy Murzyn, to sit by the Christmas tree with all the other 

house lights out, listening to this rendition of Stille Nacht (Silent Night) 

Mannheim Steamroller  https://youtu.be/weGoTt3ZjGA 

Phone: 303-322-8042 

Fax: 303-322-2927 

Finding God in All Things 

Find us at 
loyoladenver.org 

Celebrating Christmas through Art 
 

Clare McCallan, writing for the National Catholic 
Reporter, offers us another way to “see” Christmas, 
through art.  She’s not the first to note all the different 
ways in which we can enter into the Nativity Scene 
through painting, sculpture, music and even homemade 
crafts.  However, she includes in her article some of the 
more modern manner including movies and Claymation 
videos.  https://www.ncronline.org/culture/news/celebrate-advent-season

-through-art  I’m very intrigued by the trailers and 
descriptions for the 2005 movie, “The Nativity Story”, but unfortunately it is only 
available for rent through Prime Video or purchase through Amazon.  While it may be too 
late to purchase before Christmas, you know the Christmas season lasts for quite a while.  
Again, it may be a little late, but there’s a wonderful book on her list called “The Father 
Christmas Letters” by J.R. Tolkien for those kids who may be transitioning away from 
Santa Claus.  I think I would like to read this one myself.  So follow the links that Clare 
provides and see if they open up new ways of seeing Christmas. 

 
Traditionally Ignatianspirituality.Com has had a series of 
paintings and reflections to guide folks through Advent.  
Since we’ve been on this “not too late for Advent” theme, 
you may want to use these past pages to enlighten your 
journey this season.  I found that the best way to locate 
these various reflections has been to do a search on the 
Ignatian Spirituality website.  Here’s a link to my search 
results.  https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/?s=arts+%26+faith+advent 
Since we are approaching the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 

Cycle A, you may want to start with this particular reflection on the dream of Joseph,  
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/arts-faith-advent-fourth-sunday-imaginative-prayer-exercise/ Even though 
the sound quality of the youtube video is poor, I think the explanation of the painting 
offers a wonderful insight for you to pray with.  Not all of the search results are part of 
the Arts & Faith series, but maybe you might just stumble across a gem or a star to light 
your Advent path this year. 

https://youtu.be/pW1pbuyGlQ0
https://youtu.be/IxvMkSKRWOA
https://youtu.be/ykbOxbyGlIE
https://youtu.be/hSwFGl3prr8
https://youtu.be/yxDZjg_Igoc
https://youtu.be/weGoTt3ZjGA
https://www.ncronline.org/culture/news/celebrate-advent-season-through-art
https://www.ncronline.org/culture/news/celebrate-advent-season-through-art
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/?s=arts+%26+faith+advent
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/arts-faith-advent-fourth-sunday-imaginative-prayer-exercise/

