
holiness only in terms of ritual 

purity and that holiness can only 

be found within the temple, 

sacred space.  But beginning with 

the cleansing of Isaiah’s lips with 

a burning coal to the vision of 

Ezekiel of holiness seeping out 

from under the temple doors, 

there is a shift from the notion of 

evil defiling holiness to holiness 

itself overcoming evil and its 

effects.  And, of course, we see 

the ultimate example of this 

when Jesus reaches out to touch 

those who are thought to be 

ritually impure to heal and lift up 

rather than be contaminated. 

It is a great shift in our view of the 

world and our place in it.  Rather 

than hiding behind the laws of 

ritual impurity and the walls of 

the temple, instead we are called 

to be like Jesus, a stream of life-

giving water which transforms the 

world.  That means engagement 

with the world rather than retreat.  

That means a calling to be a part 

of the world and not separate 

from it.  That is the call to bring 

the light of Christ into the world 
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Recycle.  That’s what the 

environmentalists always tell us.  But I 

don’t know whether they are talking 

about “lectures”, “retreats” or things 

written for another occasion.  But I am 

going to assume the best and offer 

some “recycled” material today from a 

retreat I’m scheduled to give at the 

end of the month. 

When speaking about sacraments and 

liturgy and even prayer, I think we have 

to start with what we believe to be 

holy.  It may sound kind of dumb, but 

this idea is at the heart of our belief in 

God, God’s ways, our mission and our 

calling.  “Holy” doesn’t mean “stay in 

the church.”  Instead, “Holy” means 

transforming the world by our own 

faith, our goodness, our acts of charity, 

our prayer and our care. 

I know I mentioned this at the recent 

funeral for Carol Ryerson, but I 

recommend to all the short animated 

video called “Holiness” by 

theBibleProject.com on YouTube.  

https://youtu.be/l9vn5UvsHvM.  The 

video traces the ways in which holiness 

has been used in the bible.  Suffice it 

to say that we have tended to think of 

W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o  s a y ” H o l y ”  
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through holy actions.  Now that’s not just a Eucharistic 

Procession through the streets of Newark, New Jersey.  

Instead it is performing what we used call, the corporal 

works of mercy.  Let’s face it, we have this whole 

communion of saints that we tout.  We tout them as 

examples of our all to go into the world, to help, to 

heal, to make whole, to make holy.  That’s certainly not 

a call to hide behind the walls of the church.  Rather, 

seems to me, a call to enter into the world, and, as you 

would see at the end of the holiness video, transform it 

like the vision in Ezekiel 47.   

I believe there are many promptings within scripture, within our liturgies, within the lives and 

legacies of our saints to tell what is holy.  I’d simply like to draw your attention to these many 

different places so that your vision of holiness is not constricted.  Rather, that you may see holiness, 

the presence of God, the overflowing of grace, in the world around you.  And seeing, well that you 

might just want to jump in and be a part of God’s wonderous action in the world.  

I  H a v e  E a r n e s t l y  D e s i r e d . . .  ( c o n t )  

P a g e  2  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

While we all read the bible or at the very least listen when it is read to us on Sunday many don’t 

notice that there are two stories of creation, very different.  The first version, Genesis 1.1-2.3 is the 

seven day version of creation.  In all the seven days of creation there is no evil to be found, no defect 

of creation.  We hear repeated over and over “and God saw that it was good.”  The seventh day is 

special as a day of rest which “God blessed and made it holy.”  Two things to note from this first 

chapter of Genesis.  Generally, it is God who blesses.  Many times in our own prayers we say, “And 

may almighty God bless you….”  Second, this setting aside of the seventh day for rest, “setting aside” 

is one of the meanings of consecrate, “to set apart or 

dedicate to the service of a deity.”  (dictionary.com) 

It is not until the second story of creation with the Garden of 

Eden, with Adam and Eve eating from the fruit of the tree the 

tree of “knowledge of good and evil” that we find the notion 

of evil or defect or corruption occurring in the world.  Adam 

and Eve participate in this evil when they listen to and follow 

the advice of the serpent rather than listening to God and 

following God’s advice.  This lack of trust in God and in God’s 

goodness that leads to the downfall.  But, does this mean 

that God curses the world, declares it evil?  Actually, yes.  In 

verses 3:17-19 we read, “Cursed is the ground* because of you In toil you shall eat its yield all the 

days of your life Thorns and thistles it shall bear for you, and you shall eat the grass of the field. By 

the sweat of your brow you shall eat bread, Until you return to the ground, from which you were 

taken; For you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

While we might think of this as the end of the story, that the earth is cursed and mankind corrupt, 

we find, as the story continues, not only the goodness of Abel next to the jealousy of Cain, we find 

G e n e s i s —  I s  c r e a t i o n  h o l y ?  



 

good and evil growing together like wheat and weeds.  Yet, as the original theme of Adam and Eve 

returns, we are able to discern good from evil and to choose good, to choose holy, to choose to trust 

God rather than the serpent.  This goodness is affirmed in the story of Noah and the flood, where 

once again the earth is cleansed with God’s promise to never again destroy either earth or humanity. 

Does that mean that creation is good or evil?  Is the land, are the people, blessed or cursed?  One 

story says blessed, the second is kind of mixed.  But, I would say, the overall reading is to see God’s 

blessing of creation, his creation of humankind in God’s own image, and even though evil or 

corruptions exists in the world, we have the ability to choose good or evil.  See Moses’ claim, Dt 

30:15-16.  

“See, I have set before you this day life and good, death and evil.  If you obey the commandments 

of the Lord your God which I command you this day, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his 

ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his ordinances, then you shall live 

and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land which you are entering to take 

possession of it.”   

It seems to me that creation never loses its goodness, its holiness.  All hinges on whether we use/

care creation according to God’s plan or for our own desires. 

You’ve heard it almost every Sunday, this beginning of Eucharistic Prayer III, which says: 

You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have created rightly gives you praise, for through your Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power and working of the Holy Spirit, you give life to all things and 
make them holy, and you never cease to gather a people to yourself, so that from the rising of the 
sun to its setting a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.  

Seems to me, from prayers like this, that we can and should trust in the holiness of creation and 

created things.  According to Cardinal Cupich, Pope Francis, during his recent trip to Canada, 

cautioned against taking a negative view on life.   

This “is often born of a faith that feels under 

attack and thinks of (faith) as a kind of ‘armor’ 

defending us against the world.” To bitterly 

complain with a “crusading spirit that the world is 

evil; sin reigns,” he warned, is dangerous, adding 

“this is not Christian for God … has a positive view of 

the world.” (https://www.chicagocatholic.com/cardinal-

blase-j.-cupich/-/article/2022/08/03/complaining-that-the-

world-is-evil-is-not-christian) 

Cardinal Cupich continues:   

“As I noted in an earlier column, the evangelist 

Luke will be teaching us over these weeks until 

the end of the liturgical year to be on the watch 

so that we recognize the many ways God’s 

kingdom is coming into our midst. Luke’s 

underlying conviction is that good has won the 

day, for Christ has vanquished evil once and for all.” 

God continues to bless the world, especially through Jesus Christ.   
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May God Bless and Keep You 

The “standard” blessing does not say “I bless you” but rather is a prayer that “May God bless 

you.”  This is apparent in the blessing that Moses gives to Aaron, Numbers 6:22-27. 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall 

bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.’ 

So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 

Does this mean that we “can’t bless” someone.  Certainly not.   We generally bless one another 

by asking God’s blessing upon them.  But we also bless one another by the things that we do, by 

being the instrument of grace, the bit of creation that is the avenue by which God’s love and 

support are given.   

There is something to the sense of sacred space—to being in a place where we experience God’s 

presence.  While we often think of that as a church or shrine, we must admit that we have 

experienced this presence of God in nature, in the mountains, the stars at night, the delicate life 

of plants and even the tiniest of creatures like butterflies.  If we are drawn to God by such places, 

can we not say that we are “blessed” by them or that they are “holy” places?  And, if we are 

drawn to God by certain people, should be not also call them a “blessing” and “holy” people?   

Once again I ask you to watch the YouTube video called Holiness by theBibleProject.com.  The 

end of the video has the followers of Jesus becoming “streams of life-giving water” which refresh 

and bless the world.  In such a way holiness breaks forth into the world, it leaks out from the 

temple, is a place of life and not a place which we are afraid to approach.  For God’s holiness 

does not destroy.  Rather it heals and brings with it new life.   

It is from this kind of a vision that Pope Francis speaks of the Eucharist as “not a prize for the 

perfect but a remedy for the weak.”  May we see all the world in this fashion, as something good, 

something made holy by God, by holy people, by holy acts.  May we bless the world by acts of 

mercy and of compassion.  “Thus the nations shall know that I am the LORD, says the Lord GOD, 

when in their sight I prove my holiness through you.”  Ez34:23 
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