
dialogue and diversity.  With regards to 
the economy, Pope Francis has 
pointed out the deficiencies of 
capitalism, communism as well as 
globalization.  He has not embraced 
any particular form of government as 
the complete answer.  The only place 
where he seems to be solidly on one 
side seems to be his favorite soccer 

team.   

A recent article in the National Catholic 
Reporter seemed to capture this 
middle ground, this way of 
discernment.  What did Pope Francis 

really say about cancel culture? 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/opini
on/what-did-pope-francis-really-say-

about-cancel-culture 

Pope Francis was speaking to his 
diplomatic corps, that group that deals 
with governments throughout the 
world, helping to shape their moral 
viewpoint and their relationships with 

other governments.  

Every once in a while I do a 
google search on a topic.  I 
know the dangers of google 
in that many times it results 
in misinformation and/or a 
rant of some sort.  But a 
google search for Pope 
Francis and “diversity” yields 

a constant call from Francis to 
celebrate and welcome 
diversity.  This comes from 
Francis as he travels from 
country to country or hosts all 
sorts of international 
associations and/or pilgrims.  If 
there is anyone that will see the 

broad sweep of humanity 
represented by nation and 
culture, it has got to be Pope 
Francis.  But instead of finding 
a bewildering chaos of 
difference, Francis continues 
to find a great commonality of 
dignity and good will.   
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When Pope Francis speaks, many 
say that he has “gone too far” while 
many others say “he has not gone 
far enough.”  Which seems to imply 
that Pope Francis is not captive to a 
particular party or ideology.  Rather 
he is discerning a path that 
considers and incorporates many 
different viewpoints.  In so doing he 
shows us the way to unity through 
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Now evey side will try to use Francis’ 
words to support their own cause and not 
to consider the true import.   Rather we 
should pay careful attention so that we 
too do not fall into the trap of 
“appropriation” but rather give his words 
due consideration.  When speaking of the 

“cancel culture” Francis says: 
 

"Under the guise of defending diversity, it ends up cancelling all sense of identity, with 
the risk of silencing positions that defend a respectful and balanced understanding of 
various sensibilities. A kind of dangerous 'one-track thinking' [pensée unique] is taking 
shape, one constrained to deny history or, worse yet, to rewrite it in terms of present-
day categories, whereas any historical situation must be interpreted in the light of a 

hermeneutics of that particular time, not that of today." 

For those of us who have done Biblical Exegesis, that is, trying to determine the meaning and 
import of various biblical phrases or passages, we know that we have to consider the cultural 
context.  So when last Sunday, at the wedding feast of Cana, Jesus refers to his mom as 
“woman”, we cannot use our own context, often derogatory, and impose it on the text.  Rather, 
we look for the meaning that John intended.  (See Mary McGlone:  
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/scripture-life/second-sunday-ordinary-time-hour-

has-come) 

In trying to parse Pope Francis’ words, the author speaks of seeing the individual, not simply 
as a part of a group, but as part of a whole.  Not merely as a Republican or Democrat but as 
part of the whole society and yet unique in their own right.  Therefore things like the common 
good cannot be seen in the context of a Marxist framework nor a part of a libertarian 
hyperfocus on the individual.  Rather, “The common good is for each and for all. It cannot 
deny or denigrate the dignity of each individual person, but it demands that each individual 
person is misunderstood unless seen as part of the whole.”  Kind of like the intertwining of 
faith and works—can’t have one without the other and the balance of the two is so very 
important.  (You may have noticed this struggle between the rights of the individual and the 

responsibility to the common good being very much front and center these days.) 

I particularly loved the general rule the author highlights when it comes to discerning whether 
or not we are thinking ideologically.  “The pope's mention of "one-track thinking" is, similarly, a 
reference to the ideological disposition to find simple answers, and preferably one answer, to 
complex problems. I will say it is always easy to spot an overly ideological effort: They have a 
leveling effect and they tend to become imperialistic, reaching beyond whatever original 

kernel of truth they might contain in ways that distort.” 

So, instead of simply choosing sides, Pope Francis continues to call us to listening, to dialogue 
and to considering the good in what others propose.  Quite different from finding the fault that 

seems to part of politics today as well as political reporting.   
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When Francis recently visited Cyprus, he stated: 
“The church, as Catholic, universal, is an open 
space in which all are welcomed and gathered 
together by God’s mercy and invitation to love,” 
the pope said. “Walls do not and should not 
exist in the Catholic Church. For the church is a 
common home, a place of relationships and of 
coexistence in diversity.”  Pope Francis 
continually reminds us that: “Our principle of 
unity is the Holy Spirit. He reminds us that first 
of all we are God’s beloved children; all equal, 
in this respect, and all different,” (Homily at 
Pentecost 2020 https://religionnews.com/2020/06/01/amid-mounting-protests-in-the-us-pope-
francis-calls-for-unity-in-diversity/).  At the feast of Pentecost, Francis reminds us, that all the apostles 
were very different people, from different backgrounds and social contexts, had different ideas and 
sensibilities, yet “Jesus did not change them; he did not make them into a set of pre-packaged 

models. No. He left their differences, and now he unites them by anointing them with the Holy Spirit.”  
How often do we attempt to “change” others, to make them fit into our own “set of pre-packaged 
models?”  Or do we celebrate and welcome those who are different from us, whether that be 
culturally, politically, economically or developmentally?  Francis has continually welcomed others, 
whether that be the refugee, the disabled, the homeless or even the politically polar opposite.  Recall 

that he has welcomed all the presidents of the US.   

On that feast of Pentecost, Pope Francis asks us to receive the Holy Spirit and to let the Spirit be our 
guide in a world of such division and animosity.  “Our principle of unity is the Holy Spirit. He reminds 
us that first of all we are God’s beloved children; all equal, in this respect, and all different,”  Just like 
Fr. Dirk always reminds us in every pastor’s column. “You are God’s beloved children.” 

So, let us pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit, especially during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  
But don’t let us stop at asking for unity among Christians, let us ask for a unity with all of God’s 
children, all of God’s beloved children. 
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 Listen to St. Paul’s exhortation in I Thessalonians 5: 
But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and have 
charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in love because of their 
work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them. See that none of you 
repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; 

hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.  
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To Ponder and to Share 

1. What do you miss most in our parish during 
the pandemic?   

2. Does the memory of past times help you to 
recover that grace? 

3. Are there ways to make it happen again?  
(e.g. Make my own playlist of songs from 
church.  Call the friends that I miss seeing.) 

4. Does this point to new ways in which we 
should be “doing church” both on Sunday 
worship and in our lives together?  
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Are you missing someone? 

As COVID continues to disrupt our lives, it continues to disrupt our Eucharistic life as well.  In 
one of those catechetical handouts from Loyola Press, Celebrating the Eucharist in 
Community, I’m sure the writers never envisioned the effect of the pandemic on our 
participation at church.  The article explains  

“The celebration of the Eucharist is not a private devotion but rather a communal 
gathering much like a family meal. We come together at the same time and in the 
same place so that we can take part in a common action. We open with a ceremony of 
pardoning, a way to unburden ourselves of past offenses so that we can rejoice in one 
another’s company. Later we will share a sign of peace and reconciliation. We don’t sit 
and read the Bible quietly to ourselves but rather listen to it proclaimed to us as a 
community. We follow this with a public proclamation of our communal faith.” https://
www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/sacraments/eucharist/celebrating-the-

eucharist-in-community/ 

To miss the full congregation, to miss the singing, to miss the welcome and the sign of peace—
well these are important elements of the liturgy.   

The principal participant in the celebration of the Mass is Jesus Christ, who makes his 
presence felt in the assembly of his followers, in the proclamation of the Word, in the 
person of the priest, and especially in the Eucharist .… The assembled community 
participates in the celebration by listening to the proclamation of the Word and by 
bringing their lives to the altar to be offered in union with the Passion and Death of 

Jesus.  

You may be missing one another, but you are not missing the point.  Let us continue to pray 

for that day when we all will be back together again. 
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