
money.  He simply wanted to share his 

story with others. 

It is not secret that I hail 
from St. Louis.  One of the 
great wonders of St. Louis is 
the Missouri Botanical 
Gardens known for its 
magnificent grounds and 
climate controlled 
greenhouses.  Yet the 

Gardens are more than pretty 
flowers, they are an educational 
powerhouse as well as a 
research institution.  Part of 
that education is a section of 
the Garden dedicated to George 
Washington Carver, whom we 
know as the peanut guy.  Yes, 

Dr. Carver did introduce us to 
many and varied uses for 
peanuts but Dr. Carver did so 
much more.  Dr. Carver taught 
farmers (and children) how to 
replenish the soil which cotton 
had depleted.  Dr. Carver also 
taught new uses for crops and 
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Dillon Helbig of Boise, Idaho, is a 
self-publishing sensation. And he is 

eight years old.   

Some of you may have heard the 
story on NPR, February 5th.  
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/05/
1078478581/this-8-year-old-is-

boise-idahos-hottest-new-author 

Ohers may have read about it in the 
New York Times or the Washington 
Post.  Or maybe seen it on NBC or 

ABC news.   

What makes the book “The 
Adventures of Dillon Helbig’s 
Crismis” by the author “Dillon His 
Self,” so special?  Probably not 
much.  Sure it is illustrated.  Sure it 
is all hand lettered.  Sure it is 
hardbound in a handsome read 
cover.  What kind of makes it 
special is that Dillon snuck it into 
the library and placed it on the 
library shelf, to share his story with 
others.  He didn’t want to get 
famous.  He didn’t want to make 

A n  8  y e a r  o l d  A u t h o r  
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Share his story with others.  When was the last time 
that you thought about sharing your story with 
others?  Do you remember hearing stories of 
childhood from your parents or grandparents?  
Maybe they were happy.  Maybe they were sad.  
Maybe they were exciting.   And maybe they were 
even true,  But there was a lot embedded in the 

stories that most of us simply didn’t realize. 
The stories often contained wisdom to be passed 
along, that’s for sure.  The stories often contained a 
different view of the world that helped you to 
imagine a world that could be different.  The stories 

often developed a relationship between you and the storyteller, one of intimacy, of trust and of 

hope.   

Once grown, it seems we don’t tell these kind of stories again until we have children of our 
own. Or we wait to tell them when someone has passed away.  But wouldn’t it be good to tell 
the stories even in the most ordinary of times?  

Pope Francis recognized the power of stories 
sponsoring books at the opposite ends of the age 
spectrum.  I don’t know if you have ever seen, “Dear 
Pope Francis” letters to Francis from children around 
the world.   https://store.loyolapress.com/dear-pope-
francis.  I’ll admit that it isn’t a hard read and that the 
plot is a little bit simple.  Still, I think it has all the 
wonderful characteristics that we find in Dillon’s book or 
in the stories you may have heard from your parents or 
grandparents.  (P.S. There is another Pope Francis 
authored children’s book at Loyola Press entitled “Pope 
Francis Says…”)   

While Pope Francis treats seriously the questions and concerns 
of children, he also treasures the stories of our elders.  This one 
is entitled “Sharing the Wisdom of Time”, again available from 
Loyola Press, but you can read many of the stories on the books 
website https://www.sharingwisdomoftime.com/.  One of the 
amazing things about this book is the breadth of individuals 
interviewed.  They truly represent the world viewpoint that 

Francis has tried to open up for us.   

Maybe you can remember those times when reading was an 
adventure, when it opened your eyes to new wonders and new 
people.  Well, maybe you might want to retrieve some of that 
wonder through books.  Or maybe your might want to give that 
wonder to one another in stories shared, especially stories of 
faith.  Really, you don’t have to write books.  Just be willing to 
share what you have discovered, and let God do the rest.   

8  Y e a r  O l d  A u t h o r  ( c o n t )  
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vegetables, like creating a sweet potato flour 
that helped the U.S. supply food during the 
time of World War I.  https://
www.bridgemanimages.com/en/carver/the-
sweet-potato-as-a-flour-substitute-c-1915-
litho/nomedium/asset/696050.  and 
https://www.thefoodhistorian.com/blog/
world-war-wednesday-sweet-potato-bread-
1918 .  While many of us think of these as 
simply interesting facts, the Botanical 
Gardens want us to see it as something 
more, to get to know the person who saved 
many of Americas farms.  So the Gardens 
took the time to tell the story but reading the 
book “In the Garden with Dr. Carver” by 
Susan Grigsby with pictures by Nicole Tadgell.  https://youtu.be/x5Qg1i6Y0W8.  You can see the 
difference between facts and story, how the storytelling often leads us to relationships.  In this case, 
relationships with the characters in the story as well as our relationship with nature.  It is a story well 

worth the dozen minutes to listen.  And it is a great story for Black History month. 

If you enjoyed that book, tomorrow you might want to listen to “The Secret Garden of George 
Washington Carver” written by Gene Baretta and illustrated by Frank Morisson.  https://youtu.be/
ItgGcnrYyRM. Again, you will learn more than facts, you will learn new ways to see and understand the 

world from a vantage point other than your own.  
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I often glance at the works of art discussed and showcased at ARTANDTHEOLOGY.ORG (https://

artandtheology.org/).  As part of Black History Month they highlighted the work of Harriet Powers,  

Harriet Powers (1837–1910) was an African American quilter from Georgia who used traditional 
appliqué techniques to record Bible stories, local legends, and astronomical events. Her two extant 
quilts, referred to as the Bible Quilt and the Pictorial Quilt, are considered among the finest 

examples of nineteenth-century Southern quilting. They really are extraordinary.  

And while the quilts are absolutely fabulous, reminding us of art as an 
early form of “books”, Barbara Herkert wrote a wonderful children’s 
book entitled:  Sewing Stories: Harriet Powers’ Journey from Slave to 
Artist, illustrated by  Vanessa Brantley-Newton.  AND, Alicia McDaniel 
provides us with a complete reading of the book https://youtu.be/sr-
ZJFUm2wk.  Listening to  the storyteller we not only learn the history, 
but the excitement of the story book.  When you have finished listening, 
consider how you might pass along stories, those of the bible and those 
of important people like Harriet.  See also this short presentation from 

the Museum of Fine Arts Boston on Harriet Powers and her quilts. 

https://www.mfa.org/video/harriet-powers-a-story-of-art-and-faith 

Stories Finally Told —  Harriet Powers  

https://americanhistory.si.edu/
collections/search/object/

nmah_556462 
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St. Ignatius Loyola Church 

2309 Gaylord St 

Denver, CO  80205 

 

To Ponder and to Share 

1. What stories do you remember being told as a 
child?  Are they worth passing on? 

2. What is your first recollection of a bible 
story?  Which story was it?  Who told it to 
you? 

3. What story pictures do you remember?  What 
pictures do you wish you had today? 

4. Who is your favorite storyteller?  What is it 
about them that you find so wonderful? 

Phone: 303-322-8042 

Fax: 303-322-2927 

Finding God in All Things 

Find us at 
loyoladenver.org 

All these are kids books! 

So it seems, but there is something special about children’s books.  They tell 
the story simply and succinctly.  You really have to work to discover what is 
MOST important and be able to say it in just a few words.  That and the great 

dynamic of phrase and illustrations.   

Now we don’t just “read” children’s books.  If anything, we read with a story 
teller’s voice adding sounds, voices and even the occasional giggle.  You’ve got 
to wonder if St. Ignatius ever read children’s books when he has us pray with 
our imagination.  Yet, reading with that story telling voice, with intonation and 

exclamation, we are more open to wonder and awe and God’s presence in our lives.  
Quite different from our ordinary literary fare. 

So it is important to “Go back to the beginning,” every so often.  That and to hone 
our story telling skills so that maybe we might just want to pass along important life 
lessons.  That and to hone our story telling skills so that we might just pass on our 
faith as well.  Some do it with quilts (see Harriet Powers), some write books, and 
some just tell us wonderful stories.  And in the telling, invite us into a deeper 

relationship of wonder and awe.     

Maybe you might want to browse through the catalog of Loyola Press’ Kids 
Series.  For those who are God-parents as well as those who are Grand-parents, 
you might just find something to help you to learn how to “teach” and how to 
“share faith” with your young charges.  And for the rest of us, well, maybe you 
will find something to help you learn how to “teach” and how to “share faith” 
with those of our church community.  Who knows, these books might just 
enkindle in you, once again, the dream that you too can be a hero, a saint, and a 
companion of Jesus on the Way.   

https://www.loyolapress.com/general/loyola-kids/ 

https://www.loyolapress.com/general/loyola-kids/

