
and without him not one thing came 

into being”.   

What does it mean to have an 

“ecological spirituality”?  While 

creation and ecology are not the 

center of our prayer, there is a 

distinctive coloring and focus on the 

world around us, the call to 

stewardship that we find not only in 

Genesis but in the gospel, as well as 

a recognition of our relationship with 

creation. Yet even our attention to 

the climate crisis brings us to also 

recognize the plight of the poorest of 

the earth and many indigenous 

peoples that suffer most because of 

this crisis.   

Many of us feel that we ourselves 

cannot stop the unrelenting march 

towards climate destruction.  

Therefore Pope Francis asks us to 

come together as one people at 

conferences like COP27 Conference 

on Climate change coming to Egypt 

November 2022 and COP15 

Conference on Biodiversity coming to 

Canada December 2022.  Our task is 

not just our own, it is ours together. 
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“Listen to the voice of creation” is the 

theme and invitation of this year’s Season 

of Creation. The ecumenical phase begins 

on 1 September with the World Day of 

Prayer for the Care of Creation, and 

concludes on 4 October with the feast of 

Saint Francis. It is a special time for all 

Christians to pray and work together to 

care for our common home. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesc

o/en/messages/pont-

messages/2022/documents/20220716-

messaggio-giornata-curacreato.html 

Thus begins Pope Francis’ message this 

year for the Season of Creation.  But Pope 

Francis did not start this effort, although 

one might guess that he had given his 

encyclical on the environment “Laudato 

Si’”.  He acknowledges in his message 

that this time of prayer began with the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate of 

Constantinople.  But he’s okay with that.  

More and more Pope Francis leans into 

healing the divide between different 

denominations and religions not only by 

finding common ground but by finding 

common work together.  In Care for 

Creation, we literally find that common 

ground as well as a common task.   

The sweet song of creation invites us to 

practise an “ecological spirituality” 

( Laudato Si’, 216), attentive to God’s 

presence in the natural world. It is a 

summons to base our spirituality on the 

“loving awareness that we are not 

disconnected from the rest of creatures, 

but joined in a splendid universal 

communion” ( ibid., 220). For the followers 

of Christ in particular, this luminous 

experience reinforces our awareness that 

“all things came into being through him, 

L i s t e n  O n c e  A g a i n  

Continued page 3
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Imagine a series of articles, poems, prayers and retreats centered around the wonder creation and the care 
of creation.  To partake of these would be to enter into an ecological spirituality where the lens which we use 
to see God, to pray, to act revolves around this gift.  You may recall Gerard Manley Hopkins poem “God’s 
Grandeur” and use it to contemplate that original creation and how man has drifted from wonder at the 
beauty. 

If not Hopkins, search for your favorite poem and speak it to God, letting this become a style of prayer you 
might use occasionally or frequently.  And, as we do with the 
psalms, repeat according to season or cycle.   

You may wish to follow and pray with the SEASON OF 
CREATION 2022 coalition of ecumenical partners from around 
the world.  Their logo, which you see to the right, is the Burning 
Bush from EX 3:1-12, where Abram encounters God in the 
flaming bush that is not consumed.  As you can see, the logo is 
adapted for us to listen to the voice of creation.  The coalition 
see this as voice not only of gift, which God gives, but the voice 
of the prophet calling us to see where creation is diminished and 
where those who depend upon creation are likewise diminished.  

Visit their website for a video of their opening event, for resources and for articles about this ecumenical and 
international happening.  https://seasonofcreation.org/ 

Or consider praying with this picture and verse taken from the website Jesuits.org, written by Cameron Bellm.  
https://www.jesuits.org/stories/spirit-verse-a-prayer-for-the-season-of-creation/.  Take an Eco-Poetry 
Virtual Retreat at https://www.jesuits.org/our-work/justice-and-ecology/environmental-justice/lsap/eco-
poetry/.  You may not have enough time to partake of the full retreat, but it might just give you an idea or two 
to carry with you into the day.  Actually pray for the earth and for the people of the earth with prayers like 
this prayer for the Boreal Forest and its People https://www.jesuits.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Boreal
-Forest-Prayer.pdf.  Participate in an Earth Day Meditation from 2022.  https://soundcloud.com/
jesuitconference/a-meditation-for-earth-day-2020.   

While these last examples come from various Jesuit websites, 
explore the spirituality of a group like EarthBeat, a part of National 
Catholic Reporter.  https://www.ncronline.org/earthbeat.  Here you 
will find both prayer and actions steps.  If you are an Instagram 
follower, you might like the Season of Creation prayer reels offered 
on Instagram.  https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/

earthbeat-introduces-instagram-prayer-reels-season-creation.  Or, if you like to recycle, work your way 
through the Season of Creation reflections for 2019,  Hey, recycling is a good thing.  https://
www.ncronline.org/feature-series/earthbeat/season-of-creation-daily/stories.  Note: you will have to scroll 
down to the bottom to find the first day, then work your way upward, at your own pace. 
A similar Season of Creation series for 2020 can be found at this address: https://www.ncronline.org/feature
-series/earthbeat/lens-on-creation-%E2%80%94-enfocando-la-creaci%C3%B3n/stories. 

There’s a lot out there.  Search for “Season of Creation 2022” and see what you can find.  Don’t forget to 
follow the links in the articles to uncover background or more resources. 

E c o l o g i c a l  S p i r i t u a l i t y  

P a g e  2  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 
    It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 
    It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod? 
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 
    And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil; 
    And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil 
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
And for all this, nature is never spent; 
    There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 
And though the last lights off the black West went 
    Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs — 
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 
    World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 
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While it is important to “do our part” and it is important to develop our own “ecological 

spirituality”, that does not mean that we go it alone.  This Season of Creation is an 

example of partnership as mentioned on the first page, Pope Francis working with the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.   You may also note that Pope Francis is 

speaking of various conferences where we can come together as people and countries 

throughout the world to work together.  So it just seems appropriate that we might 

want to consider working together even in our smaller efforts.   

And, “yes”, the Jesuits have their own group and websites.  But so do many other 

Catholic religious orders and groups.  So, rather than reinvent the wheel (or rewrite 

these websites), I simply encourage you to go out and take a look at some.   

Jesuits:  The Society of Jesus has made “Care for Our 

Common Home” one of the four apostolic preferences for its 

worldwide mission.   You can look more at what this 

preference and mission entails on a worldwide level at 

https://www.jesuits.global/uap/caring-for-our-common-

home/.  To accomplish this task, the Jesuits have a ministry 

dedicated to Social and Ecological Issues:  https://

www.jesuits.global/ministries/social-and-ecological-issues/.  

If you wish to look more locally, then consider the US website, known as the Jesuit 

Conference and their office of Justice and Ecology:  https://www.jesuits.org/our-work/

justice-and-ecology/  They too have a website concerning this mission preference at 

https://www.jesuits.global/2020/06/17/step-getting-involved-in-finding-solutions-to-

environmental-problems/ Environmental Justice is one of the areas of work with the 

Ignatian Solidarity Network at https://ignatiansolidarity.net/. 

Enough of the Jesuits, who else offers a partnership in prayer and action?  Well, who 

would you expect?  The Franciscans.  See their website at https://

franciscanaction.org/issues/care-for-creation/.  Many of their events have already 

happened but you might want to glance through the entries to become aware of 

documentaries like “Youth vs. Gov”.   

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondolet, (whose motherhouse is 

on the banks of the Mississippi in St. Louis) are representative 

of many women’s religious orders involved in this Season of 

Creation.  You can see some of their works and their reflections 

at https://csjcarondelet.org/.  Note:  scrolling through articles in 

a magazine like the National Catholic Reporter you might find 

many reports where sisters have turned over property as nature 

reserves, habitats and preserves.  Many of these are captured in the Global Sisters 

Report section on the Environment.  https://www.globalsistersreport.org/topics/

environment/all   
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St. Ignatius Loyola Church 

2309 Gaylord St 

Prayers for the Environment: 

JesuitResource.org 

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/

prayer-index/sustainability-prayers 

SocialJusticeResourceCenter.org 

https://socialjusticeresourcecenter.org/prayers/environment/ 

Earthbeat (NCRonline.org) 

https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/earthbeat/eco-catholic/

wheres-earth-prayer-when-you-need-one 

LaudatoSi.org 

https://www.laudatosi.org/pope-francis/a-prayer-for-the-earth/ 

 

Phone: 303-322-8042 

Fax: 303-322-2927 

Finding God in All Things 

Find us at 
loyoladenver.org 

Then there are groups that seem to simply arise from the 

grassroots.  A group like the Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 

conservation center, https://www.kateri.org/.  This latter 

website has a number of programs including setting up “Kateri 

habitats”.  If you click and read through the page on what 

makes a “Kateri Habitat”, you will find a “helpful links” with 

resources to help you set up your own habitat.  https://

www.kateri.org/helpful-links/.   

 

 

And lastly, you may not know the history of linking ecology and justice together as the 

bishops did for the mountains of Appalachia.  The bishops wrote a ground breaking 

pastoral in 1975 entitled This Land is Home to Me which differed in style for many of 

the previous pastorals, This format continued in the follow-up letter of 1995 At Home 

in The Web of Life.  However, when the time came for 

publishing a letter in 2015, it was the Catholics of 

Appalachia and not the bishops who took up the 

challenge.  They published a letter The Telling Takes 

Us Home.  While none of these letters themselves 

provides actions steps or resources, they do offer a 

glimpse into the spirituality of a people that live 

closer to the land and are therefore worth 

consideration.  All three can be found online at 

https://www.ccappal.org/pastoral-letters. 
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