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GENERAL INFORMATION 

PLANNING THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
All funerals in the Catholic Church are conducted according to the Order of 
Christian Funerals. This is because a Catholic funeral is an event that involves the 
whole Church community. While the funeral does take place according to this 
Order, we invite the family and loved ones of the deceased to be involved in 
making certain decisions about the funeral liturgy. The following information and 
guidelines are to help you complete the Funeral Liturgy Planning Aid that is 
included at the back of this booklet. Please feel free to contact the parish office to 
meet with a Priest, Pastoral Life Coordinator, or parish staff about the funeral 
liturgy. 
 

MUSIC 
A Parish Musician will arrange for music to be provided at the funeral. This will 
include a pianist/organist and a professional cantor. There are instances in the 
liturgy where you can choose music and make musical requests. We invite you to 
make your selections and requests from the options included in this guide. 
Musicians must be provided by the parish, musicians outside of the parish are not 
allowed as they are not familiar with Liturgical music or the churches equipment. 
 

READINGS 
The Order of Christian Funerals normally includes a reading from the Old 
Testament and from the New Testament in addition to a Gospel reading and Psalm. 
We invite you to select the New and Old Testament readings, and the Psalm from 
the available options the rite gives, which are included in this guide. Please try to 
choose individuals with clear speaking voices, as the word proclaimed is meant to 
bring comfort to those who have gathered to pray.  It is helpful to give your chosen 
reader a copy of the reading before the liturgy so they have time to prepare in 
advance.  If you wish the Parish to provide readers he Gospel reading will be 
chosen by the priest or deacon who is presiding at the liturgy. 
 

FAMILY PARTICIPATION 
If you so desire, you are welcome to select family and friends to participate in 
some of the ministries at mass by reading the readings during the Liturgy of the 
Word and presenting the gifts for the Eucharistic Sacrifice.  
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THE FUNERAL LITURGY AT A GLANCE: 
 

 

I) INTRODUCTORY RITES 

 Greeting at the entrance of the church 

 Sprinkling with Holy Water & Placing of the Funeral Pall (casket) 

 Procession to the Altar 

 *Words of Remembrance (Eulogy)  

 Opening Prayer 
  

II) LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Family members or friends are encouraged to participate in the Liturgy of the 

Word by assuming readings provided. 

 First Reading  

 Responsorial Psalm (The responsorial psalm is sung by the Cantor) 

 Second Reading 

 Gospel Acclamation 

 Gospel Reading 

 Homily 

 General Intercessions 
 

III) LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 Preparation of the Gifts  

 Eucharistic Prayer and Acclamations 
 

IV) COMMUNION RITE 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Rite of Peace 

 Fraction Rite 

 Communion Procession 

 Post-Communion Prayer 

 

V) FINAL COMMENDATION 

 Invitation to Prayer 

 Incensing of the Casket 

 Song of Farewell 

 Prayer of Commendation 

 Procession to the Place of Committal 
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FIRST READING FOR THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
 

Scripture Readings from the Old Testament 

 

1. WISDOM 3:1-6,9 

2. ISAIAH 25:6A, 7-9 

3. LAMENTATIONS 3:17-26 

4. ECCLESIASTES 3:1-11 

5. ISAIAH 49:13-16 

6. WISDOM 4:7-15 

7. PROVERBS 
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1. WISDOM 3:1-6, 9 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 

The souls of the just are in the hand of God 

and no torment shall touch them. 

They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; 

and their passing away was thought an affliction 

and their going forth from us, utter destruction. 

But they are in peace. 

For if in the eyes of men, indeed they be punished, 

yet is their hope full of immortality; 

Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, 

because God tried them, 

and found them worthy of himself. 

As gold in the furnace, he proved them, 

and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 

Those who trust in him shall understand truth, 

and the faithful shall abide with him in love: 

Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, 

and his care is with his elect. 

The word of the Lord.  
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2.  ISAIAH 25:6A, 7-9 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts 

will provide for all peoples. 

On this mountain he will destroy 

the veil that veils all peoples, 

The web that is woven over all nations; 

he will destroy death forever. 

The Lord God will wipe away 

the tears from all faces; 

The reproach of his people he will remove 

from the whole earth; for the Lord has spoken.  

On that day it will be said: 

“Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 

This is the Lord for whom we looked; 

let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!” 

The word of the Lord. 
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3. LAMENTATIONS 3:17-26 

A Reading from the Book of Lamentations 

My soul is deprived of peace,  

I have forgotten what happiness is;  

I tell myself my future is lost,  

all that I hoped for from the Lord.  

The thought of my homeless poverty 

is wormwood and gall;  

remembering it over and over leaves  

my soul downcast within me. 

But I will call this to mind,  

as my reason to have hope:  

the favors of the Lord are not exhausted,  

his mercies are not spent;  

they are renewed each morning,  

so great is his faithfulness. 

My portion is the Lord, says my soul;  

therefore, will I hope in him.  

Good is the Lord to one who waits for him,  

to the soul that seeks him;  

it is good to hope in silence  

for the saving help of the Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 
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4. ECCLESIASTES 3:1-11 

A Reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes 

There is an appointed time for everything,  

 and a time for every thing under the heavens. 

A time to be born, and a time to die;  

A time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant. 

A time to kill, and a time to heal; 

A time to tear down, and a time to build. 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

A time to mourn, and a time to dance. 

A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them; 

A time to embrace, and a time to be far from embraces. 

A time to seek, and a time to lose; 

A time to keep, and a time to cast away. 

A time to rend, and a time to sew; 

A time to be silent, and a time to speak. 

A time to love, and a time to hate; 

A time of war, and a time of peace. 

 

What advantage has the worker from his toil?  

I have considered the task that God has appointed  

 for the sons of men to be busied about.  

He has made everything appropriate to its time,  

 and has put the timeless into their hearts,  

 without man’s ever discovering,  

 from beginning to end, the work which God has done. 

 

The word of the Lord.  
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5. ISAIAH 49:13-16A 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah  

Sing out, O heavens, and rejoice,  

 O earth, break forth into song, 

 you mountains.  

For the Lord comforts his people  

 and shows mercy to his afflicted. 

But Zion said,  

 “The Lord has forsaken me; my  

 Lord has forgotten me.”   

 Can a mother forget her infant,  

 be without tenderness for the child of her womb?  

 Even should she forget, I will never forget you.  

See, upon the palms of my hands  

 I have written your name. 

The word of the Lord. 
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6. WISDOM 4:7-15 

A Reading from the Book of Wisdom 

The just man, though he die early,  

 shall be at rest. 

 For the age that is honorable  

 comes not with the passing of time,  

 nor can it be measured in terms of years.  

Rather, understanding is the hoary crown for men,  

 and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age.  

 He who pleased God was loved;  

 he who lived among sinners was transported;  

 snatched away,  

 lest wickedness pervert his mind or deceit beguile his soul;  

 for the witchery of paltry things obscures  

 what is right and the whirl of desire  

 transforms the innocent mind.  

Having become perfect in a short while,  

 he reached the fullness of a long career;  

 for his soul was pleasing to the Lord,  

 therefore, he sped him out of the midst of wickedness.  

But the people saw and did not understand,  

 nor did they take this into account. 

The word of the Lord. 
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7. PROVERBS 

A Reading from the Book of Proverbs. 

When one finds a worthy wife, 

  her value is far beyond pearls.  

Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,  

  has an unfailing prize.  

She brings him good  

 all the days of her life. 

She obtains wool and flax and  

 makes cloth with skillful hands.  

She rises while it is still night,  

 and distributes food to her household.  

She enjoys the success of her dealings;  

 at night, her lamp is undimmed.  

She puts her hands to the distaff,  

 and her fingers ply the spindle.  

She reaches out her hands to the poor,  

 and extends her arms to the needy.  

She fears not the snow for her household,  

 all her charges are doubly clothed.  

She is clothed with strength and dignity,  

 and she laughs at days to come.  

She opens her mouth in wisdom,  

 and on her tongue is kindly counsel.   

She watches the conduct of her household.   

Her children rise up and praise her;  

 her husband, too, extols her:   

 “Many are the women of proven worth,  

 but you have excelled them all.”   

Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;  

 the woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.   

 Give her a reward for her labors,  

 and let her works praise her at the city gates. 

The word of the Lord. 
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SECOND READING FOR THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
 

Scripture Readings from the New Testament 

 

1. ROMANS 6:3-4, 8-9 

2. ROMANS 8:31B-35, 37-39 

3. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:14-5:1 

4. JOHN 3:1-2 

5. REVELATION 21:1-5A, 6B-7 

6. PHILIPPIANS 2:1-5A 

7. CORINTHIANS 12:31-13:13 
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1. ROMANS 6:3-4, 8-9 

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and sisters: 

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, 

we too might live in newness of life. 

If then, we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we shall also live with him. 

We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 

death no longer has power over him 

The word of the Lord. 
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2. ROMANS 8:31B-35, 37-39 

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and sisters:   

If God is for us, who can be against us?  

 He did not spare his own Son  

 but handed him over for us all,  

 will he not also give us everything else along with him?   

Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones?   

 It is God who acquits us.   

 Who will condemn?  

It is Christ Jesus who died,  

 rather, was raised,  

 who also is at the right hand of God,  

 who indeed intercedes for us. 

What will separate us from the love of Christ?  

 Will anguish, or distress or persecution,  

 or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?   

 No, in all these things,  

 we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us.   

For I am convinced that neither death,  

 nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,  

 nor present things, nor future things,  

 nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  

 nor any other creature  

 will be able to separate us  

 from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 



15 | P a g e  
 

3. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:14--5:1 

A Reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers and sisters: 

Knowing that the One who raised the Lord Jesus 

will raise us also with Jesus 

and place us with you in his presence. 

Everything indeed is for you, 

so that the grace bestowed in abundance on more  

and more people may cause the thanksgiving to  

overflow for the glory of God. 

Therefore, we are not discouraged; 

rather, although our outer self is wasting away, 

our inner self is being renewed day by day. 

For this momentary light affliction 

is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, 

as we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen; 

for what is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. 

For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, 

should be destroyed, 

we have a building from God, 

a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven 

 

The word of the Lord. 
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4. JOHN 3:1-2 

 A Reading from the first Letter of Saint John 

Beloved:  

See what love the Father has bestowed on us  

 that we may be called the children of God.   

Yet so we are.  

The reason the world does not know us  

 is that it did not know him.   

Beloved, we are God’s children now;  

 what we shall be has not yet been revealed.   

We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him,  

 for we shall see him as he is. 

 

 The word of the Lord. 
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5. REVELATION 21:1-5A, 6B-7 

 A Reading from the Book of Revelation 

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth.   

The former heaven and the former earth had passed away,  

and the sea was no more.  

I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem,  

coming down out of heaven from God,  

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  

“Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race.   

He will dwell with them, and they will be his people 

 and God himself will always be with them as their God.  

He will wipe every tear from their eyes,  

and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or 

pain, for the old order has passed away.” 

The One who sat on the throne said,  

“Behold, I make all things new.”  

I am the Alpha and the Omega,  

the beginning and the end.   

To the thirsty I will give a gift  

from the spring of life-giving water.  

The victor will inherit these gifts,  

and I shall be his God,  

and he will be my son.” 

 

 The word of the Lord. 
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6. PHILIPPIANS [2:1-5A] 

 A Reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  

If there is any encouragement in Christ,  

 and solace in love,  

 any participation in the Spirit 

 any compassion and mercy,  

 complete my joy by being of the same mind,  

 with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing. 

Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory;  

 rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves,  

 each looking out not for his own interests,  

 but, also, everyone for those of others. 

Your attitude must be that of Christ. 

  

The word of the Lord. 
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7. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:31—13:13 

A Reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
Brothers and sisters: 

Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I shall show you a 

still more excellent way.  
 

If I speak in human and angelic tongues, but do not have love,  

 I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.  

And if I have the gift of prophecy, and comprehend all mysteries 

 and all knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move mountains,  

 but do not have love, I am nothing. 

If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over  

 so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 

Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous,  

 it is not inflated, it is not rude,  

 it does not seek its own interests,  

 it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury,  

 it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. 

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  
 

Love never fails. 

If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing;  

 if tongues, they will cease;  

 if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing. 

For we know partially, and we prophesy partially,  

 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 

When I was a child, I used to talk as a child,  think as a child,  

 reason as a child; when I became a man, I put aside childish things. 

At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. 

At present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.  
 

So, faith, hope, love remain, these three;  

 but the greatest of these is love. 
  

The word of the Lord. 
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MUSIC FOR THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
 

Music plays an important role in the funeral liturgy by uniting those present in 

heart and mind, and by expressing those thoughts and emotions that are difficult to 

express. If you wish to request some of the music for the funeral liturgy, a 

minimum of three songs are needed:  

1. Processional Song  

2. Presentation Song  

3. Offertory Song /Song of Thanksgiving following Communion (optional)  

4. Recessional Song 

COMMON SONGS 

 Amazing Grace 

 All I ask of You 

 Ave Maria 

 Be Not Afraid  

 Christ Be Our Light 

 Come to Me 

 Let there be Peace of Earth 

 Like a Shepherd 

 Hail Mary: Gentle Woman  

 Here I Am, Lord  

 How Great Thou Art 

 I Know That My Redeemer 

Lives 

 Prayer of St. Francis/Make Me 

A Channel of Your Peace  

 On Eagle’s Wings 

 You Are Mine 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALMS (sung by Cantor)

 Psalm 23: The Lord is My 

Shepherd, there is nothing I 

shall want  

 Psalm 25:  To You, O Lord, I 

lift my soul  

 Psalm 27:  The Lord is My 

Light and My Salvation 

 Psalm 103: The Lord is Kind 

and Merciful 

EUCHARISTIC SONGS (particularly appropriate for Communion) 

 Eat This Bread  

 I Am the Bread of Life 

 One Bread, One Body  

 Taste and See 
 

You must use Musicians and Cantors from St. Anthony Parish as they familiar with a 
Funeral Mass Liturgy.  

*Liturgical Music requests other than those must be approved through the Pastoral Office. 
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FUNERAL LITURGY PLANNING AID FOR FAMILIES 
 

    
 Funeral Date/Time Funeral Home  

     ___Casket   ___Urn 
 Name of Deceased    

    
 Family Contact  phone#/email  

      ____    ____After funeral   ___Spring/later date 
 Burial/Cemetery  

Eulogy: ___Yes    ___No      Eulogist:    

 
1st Reading from the Old Testament:  Read by:    

____#1 Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 

____#2 Isaiah 25:6A, 7-9 

____#3 Lamentations 3:17-26 

____#4 Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 

____#5 Isaiah 49:13-16 

____#6 Wisdom 4:7-15 

____#7 Proverbs 

 

2nd Reading from the New Testament:  Read by:  

___#1 Romans 6:3-4, 8-9 

____#2 Romans 8:31B-35, 37-39 

____#3 2 Corinthians 4:14-5:1 

____#4 John 3:1-2 

____#5 Revelation 21:1-5A, 6B-7 

____#6 Philippians 2:1-5A 

____#7 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

Presentation of the Gifts:      
2-3 people to bring up host & wine 

Please choose 4 songs: 

1. Opening Song      

2. Presentation Song   

3. Communion song    

4. Recessional song   

 

 
Please call, email, or deliver your selections to the Pastoral Office at St. Hyacinth Church, 268 Brown St. 
 
268 Brown St., Westbrook                      (207) 857-0490                mary.hopkins@portlanddiocese.org 
 
If you would like more help or have any questions or concerns preparing for the Funeral Mass, feel free 
to contact the Pastoral office at (207) 857-0490 (Mon-Thu.)  

mailto:mary.hopkins@portlanddiocese.org
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Words of Remembrance or Eulogy (optional) at St. Anthony Parish are given before opening 

prayer at the Introductory rights.  The priest will ask the speaker to come to the pulpit to deliver 

his/her prepared eulogy. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING A EULOGY (Words of Remembrance) 

Eulogies are not considered a part of the Catholic liturgical tradition for funeral rites. If a eulogy 

is requested, the most appropriate place for a funeral eulogy is at the wake or family gathering. 

However, if you choose to deliver a eulogy, we hope these guidelines will help prepare 

 

The purpose of a Eulogy in the context of a Catholic Mass 
• The eulogy at St. Anthony Parish is delivered at the before opening prayer. 

• Its purpose is to pay loving tribute to the deceased as a beloved child of God. 

• The eulogy recalls the role their Catholic faith played in their lives and reflects on their 

individual, unique Christian qualities. 

• In the eulogy we give thanks for their life, share our overwhelming sense of loss at their 

passing and commend them to God’s infinite, loving care. 
 

Things to remember when preparing a Eulogy 
• It is 3-5 minutes in length, is prepared (written down) and practiced. 

• There should be only one eulogist at Mass. Other and longer sharing is most 

appropriately done at the funeral home, wake service, or reception following the 

Mass/burial. 

• The language and content must be appropriate for the church setting. 
 

What to Avoid in preparing a Eulogy? 
• "Do you remember when...?" anecdotes which are better shared at the Wake / Reception / 

Family Gathering. 
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