
Holy Spirit 

Catholic Church 

2309 Holder Road      Mims, FL  32754 
(321) 269-2282      holyspiritmims.com 

Welcome to Holy Spirit in 
Mims, the “Friendly Town!” 
Live and grow your faith in 
the little parish with the big 
heart! Your participation in 
the Mass is appreciated!  

“Come, Holy Spirit.  

Come now.  

Come as you wish!”  

Bulletin delivery to your email:  
https://www.JSPaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx 

RECONCILIATION 

SECOND PRECEPT: YOU SHALL CONFESS YOUR 
SINS AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR.   

We must prepare for the Eucharist by means of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). This sacra-
ment “continues Baptism’s work of conversion and 
forgiveness.”  (Monthly is best for spiritual guidance.) 

Saturday .................................................3pm 

Sunday ........................ 8-8:15am, 10-10:50am 

Monday .............................. 6:05pm (after Mass) 
Tu, Thu, Fri ........................ 8:35am (after Mass) 
Wednesday ........................ 6:15pm to 6:50pm 

By appt, call the office, (321) 269-2282. 

MARRIAGE/MARRIAGE CONVALIDATION 

Call 6 months in advance to schedule meet-
ings with Fr. Andrew & Angela. If you weren’t 
married in the Catholic Church, call us to 
discuss your Marriage Convalidation.   

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Fr. Andrew anoints the sick after the 11am 
Mass in the chapel on the third Sunday each 
month (January 19). Call the office for 
anointing at home, hospital or nursing home.   

FUNERALS — DEATH/BEREAVEMENT 
After a death, call Father Andrew, (321) 269- 
2282. Our bereavement coordinator, Chris 
Doyon, will call you about funeral details.   

TRUST IN GOD 

On this final Sunday of Advent, our scriptures focus on the historical birth of Jesus, who is son 
of David and Son of God, child and king, Jesus and Emmanuel.  

Isaiah the prophet begs Ahaz to ask for a sign, to allow God to offer him reassurance of the 
survival of the Davidic dynasty. The king hypocritically refuses to “tempt the LORD” in that way 
(Isaiah 7:12), but the prophet foretells the birth of a son, an heir to the throne, who will prove the 
Lord’s enduring protection of God’s chosen lineage on the throne of David. The child will be 
called Emmanuel. 

Matthew’s reference to this history in his description of the birth of Jesus highlights the contrast 
between the faithless refusal of trust shown by Ahaz, and the complete trust in God shown by 
Mary and Joseph in bringing about the birth of Jesus Christ. Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.   

Invite Family & Friends to Christmas Mass 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
4pm  Children’s Mass 
10pm  Shepherd’s Mass 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
10am  Christmas Day Mass 

HOLY SPIRIT COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 

Instead of a December meeting, members of our Council of Catholic Women 
enjoyed a field trip to the Holy Land—that is, The Holy Land Experience in Orlan-
do! The day was mostly warm and beautiful; it was late afternoon when the tem-
peratures began falling. Despite dropping cooler temperatures, they stayed to 
see the birth of our Savior and the arrival of the Three Kings on camels.   
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PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2019 

FIRST READING — Those who honor and comfort their parents shall never be forgotten (Sirach 

3:2-6, 12-14). 

Psalm — Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways (Psalm 128). 

Second Reading — God You are called into one body. Bear with one another; forgive one an-
other; let Christ’s peace control you (Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17]). 

Gospel — Joseph rose, took the child and his mother, and fled to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.   

MASS SCHEDULE 
& MASS INTENTIONS 

Spiritual Work of Mercy: 
PRAY FOR THE LIVING & THE DEAD 

  Deceased     Special Intention 

Saturday, December 21 
  4:00pm ........ For the parish   

Sunday, December 22 
  8:30am ......... Thanksgiving   
11:00am ......... Jack O’Brien   

Monday, December 23 
  5:30pm ........  

Tuesday, December 24 — Christmas Vigil 
  4pm  Children’s Mass .......... Gary McDaniels 
10pm  Shepherd’s Mass ....... Frankie Dobson   

Wednesday, December 25 — Christmas Day 

10am  ............ For the Parish   

Thursday, December 26 
  8:00am ........ Maria Garcia    and 

 Carmina Goudier   

Friday, December 27 
  8:00am ........ Mark Soika   

Saturday, December 28 
  4:00pm ........ Judith & William Bernhardt     

Mass Intention cards with envelopes are available 
to inform family/friends of the upcoming Mass 
Intention: Mass intention suggested donation is 
$10 and can be for: 

▪  Healing ▪  Repose of the Soul   
▪  Special Intention ▪  Happy Occasion   

Spiritual Work of Mercy: 
PRAY FOR THE LIVING & THE DEAD 

Names are included here for two weeks. 

Our complete parish prayer list is online at 
holyspiritmims.com/prayer-list 

(Faith in Action tab) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

PRAY FOR DECEASED 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May all the souls of the faithful departed 

rest in peace.  Amen.   

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

ELIJAH CUP — We pray for an increase to the priestly & religious vocations in our parish & 
diocese with the sacred vessel which once held the Precious Blood—the Elijah Cup. A 
booklet with suggested daily prayers is included in the case with photos for displaying the Cup in 
a place of honor in your home. The signup binder is in the vestibule. 

This week: Sunday, December 22, 8:30am — Jim & Bobbie Brown   
Next week:   Saturday, December 28, 4:00pm — Leila Lee-Pow   

BABY JESUS BABY SHOWER — Bring a gift of infant clothing, diapers (size 1), or layette items to 
any Christmas Mass. Donations support BETA (Birth, Education, Training, Acceptance) at 620 
Garden St in Titusville. For more information and holiday schedule, call (321) 264-0446.   

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT — Create a new family tradition and spend an hour in 
prayer with the Lord. Opportunities are availing on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24, as 
well as on His birthday, Wednesday, December 25, in the church. There must be at least ONE 
person with the Blessed Sacrament each hour, hence the sign-up sheets in the vestibule for 
both days.   

PARISH OFFICE — In celebration of Christmas, 
the church office will be closed Tuesday and 
Wednesday of this week, December 24 & 
25. Merry Christmas!   

HOSPITAL BED — Holy Spirit Attic Shop has a 
donated hospital bed with a remote for bed 
adjustments. Very good condition. Retails is 
about $1,700—it is free to a family in need. 
Call (321) 269-1699 to request it. Hours are 
10am-3pm, Wednesday-Saturday, 3234 W 
Main St, Mims.   

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD — The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd children’s pro-
gram is on Christmas break. The program resumes Saturday, January 4, 2020. Ages 3-6 gather 
from 9am to 11am; ages 7-12 gather 11:30am to 1:30pm in “the Atrium” in Emmaus Hall  

END OF YEAR GIVING — Next weekend, December 29 is your last opportunity to have charitable 
contributions to Holy Spirit included on your 2019 Tax Statement. Our offertory income has been 
down an average of $5,000, making it difficult to stay on track with our budget.   

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have; 
God is pleased with sacrifices of that kind.”  — Hebrews 13:16   

SOLEMNITY OF MARY,THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION  

7pm Tuesday, December 31 (Vigil Mass) 

10am Wednesday, January 1   
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FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
CHRIS MCCORMICK, FAITH FORMATION DIRECTOR 

(321)269-7785   FaithFormation@holyspiritmims.com 

Persons ministering to children, elderly & infirm are 
required to be fingerprinted & complete the dioce-
san Safe Environment Training. Call the office for 
details (321) 269-2282.   

PARISH OFFICE — CARPENTER HALL 
2399 Holder Road, Mims, FL  32754 
Monday - Thursday: .... 9am - 5pm 
Fridays:  ......................... 9am - 5pm 

Parish numbers: (321) 269-2282 ... Parish Office  

  (321) 269-7785 ... Faith Formation 

 (321) 269-2252 ... Fax 

Websites ................... http://HolySpiritMims.com 
 http://AtticShopMims.com 
Flocknote .................. Flocknote.com/HolySpiritMims 
Facebook .................. Facebook.com/HolySpiritMims 
Twitter ....................... @HolySpiritMims 

CLERGY & OFFICE STAFF 
Pastor ......................................... Fr. Andrew Wojtan 
Bookkeeper/Manager................. Dianne Sweeney 
Facilities / Maintenance ............. Mike Gutman 
Faith Formation Director ............ Chris McCormick 
Music Director ............................ Angela Weber 

E-MAIL      …@HolySpiritMims.com 
Parish Office .............................. Info@... 
Communication .......................... Bulletin@... 
Life Teen, Edge, Faith Formation ..... FaithFormation@... 
Music Liturgy .............................. MusicDirector@... 

FAMILY FORMATION—The next Family ses-
sion for grades K-5 is at 12:30pm on Sun-
day, January 5, in the chapel.   

BIBLE STUDY—Register for WHY WE WOR-
SHIP after any Mass the weekends of  Janu-
ary 11/12 and 18/19. Fee is $25/person.   

EDGE & LIFE TEEN—Edge (middle school) 
and Life Teen (high school) are on Christmas 
break! We resume Sunday, January 13.   

BAPTIST’S QUESTION (MT 11:1-15)  
FATHER ANDREW WOJTAN  HOMILY SUMMARY  DECEMBER 15, 2019 

Now John the Baptist was in prison. Before death, one may ask questions which are very important. 
Wouldn’t you want the answers now? John the Baptist presented Jesus as a Judge. But Jesus was not 
behaving like a Judge. Jesus’ merciful mission in which He did all the healing in is a complete puzzle to 
John the Baptist. “Are you He who is to come…?” 

Jesus tells him to go back to the Scripture that he knows (Is 25:8; 26:19; 29:18-19; 35), “allow Me to mani-
fest the Will of God as God wants it.” So, he sends this message to John the Baptist before he dies. John 
the Baptist died before the Passion of Jesus, so he did not see the judgment on Israel. Mt was writing the 
Gospel between 70-90AD, he saw the Judgment which came to the City and the Temple in Jerusalem. 
This was also clear to Christians for whom Mt writes his Gospel. John the Baptist didn’t live to see it. 

John the Baptist was not aware that there would be several comings of Jesus. Jesus came in the Mystery 
of the Incarnation. He was going to come in the Mystery of the Resurrection; as the Giver of the Holy Spirit 
on the Pentecost Day. He is still coming—Mystery of the Eucharist. His final coming is at the end of time. 
JB can be easily excused from not understanding, what we are supposed to understand. 

As John the Baptist is just before his death, Satan will tempt him as he tempts everyone. This is a tempta-
tion of all doubters, which JB represents here. It was a temptation for all of Israel to look for another Messi-
ah. If John the Baptist would indeed look for another Messiah, he would have been following his own 
dreams, instead of accepting God’s Will for Israel, as manifested in the Incarnation. After the Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus, there were plenty of false messiahs. They stirred the nation to war against Rome in 
65AD. They actually brought judgment upon themselves; being conquered in 70AD and until 100AD ex-
pelled from Palestine. 

JB became the greatest model for the Christian missionaries. JB paid with his own life for speaking the 
truth. The missionaries of Jesus are going to face the same price for preaching the Gospel, as it is illustrat-
ed in John’s imprisonment. The fact that JB was in Herod’s prison and not in Herod’s palace was a proof 
that he was a true missionary and disciple of the Lord. JB closes the circle of the OT prophecy and opens 
the circle of NT fulfilment. Giving his life for The Truth, demonstrated his faithfulness. It deserved the full-
ness of praise from Jesus. 

What is behind the people’s excitement that they have in meeting Jesus? Are they really coming to God? 
Are they really being converted? Are they on the road to sanctity? Among them, there were also good 
people like JB. They were truly serving God. and yet they could have questions at the very core of their 
beings, urgent deep questions. If they are sincere, the Lord will respond to them in the most wonderful 
way. JB was given his crown of martyrdom, and full praise that was due to him as the forerunner of the 
Messiah. There is no problem about being a doubter, as long as you come to Jesus with your doubt and 
let Him answer it. 

DIOCESE & COMMUNITY EVENTS 
MARRIAGE PROBLEMS?—Is your marriage troubled, stressed, unloving or uncaring? Are you  divorced or 
separated, or thinking about it? Retrouvaille can help, as it has helped thousands of others. Join us Janu-
ary 31—February 2 in Winter Park. Call (352) 274-4614 or visit Retrouvaille.org. This is not counseling or 
group therapy. Your call is held in strict confidence.   

ABIDE WITH ME—Formation conference for parish ministry leaders, staff, & volunteers is Saturday, Febru-
ary 1 at Bishop Moore Catholic High School, 3901 Edgewater Dr, Orlando. Through friendship with Jesus 
Christ we learn how to lead & accompany others to be disciples of Christ. Learn to equip yourself to better 
say ‘yes’ to God’s invitation to proclaim the Gospel from experts who share your passion for teaching & 
preaching the Good news. Meet others in ministry who have answered God’s call to serve. For details, e-
mail SLFL@orlandodiocese.org.   

CALLED YOUTH SUMMIT—Middle & High School students, where are you being CALLED in your life? Are 
you feeling pulled in many directions? On Saturday, March 7 come spend a few hours with Brian Shields, 
weatherman for Channel 9 as he speaks about “Weathering the storm in your life” &  musical entertainers 
Doug & Dave’s “Mass Confusion”. St. Charles Borromeo Parish, 4001 Edgewater Dr., Orlando. Register at: 
https://called2019.eventbrite.com/.   

Rise Up Men’s Conference—Trends in today’s culture call men to take charge of our lives, families, com-
munities & faith. Through dynamic speakers, workshops, and resources, men will discover how to Put On 
the Armor of God with Fr Gonzalez, Fr Lehnertz, Mel Martinez, & others on Saturday, March 28, at Holy 
Family Catholic Church, 5125 S Apopka-Vineland Rd, Orlando. Save the date; more details later!   

PILGRIMAGE— Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church (Indialantic) is organizing a 10-day pilgrimage to Swit-
zerland & Northern Italy, June 14-23. Visit Einsiedeln Abbey in Lucerne (Black Madonna), Mt. Pilatus, 
Zermatt (the Matterhorn), Lake Maggiore, Milan (Da Vinci’s Last Supper), Padua & Venice. For more infor-
mation, contact Lynn or Julie Mallak, (321) 725-4374 or LMallak@cfl.rr.com.   

Bulletin Submission 
  Submit items by 9am as indicated by deadline date. 

    Bulletin Issue Submission Deadline 

January 5 Monday, December 23 

Email ..............bulletin@holyspiritmims.com 

Online .............holyspiritmims.com/bulletin-submission 
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