
 
Our Sacred Stories 

Will Only a Few be saved: Who’s in and Who’s out? 
 World Cup Soccer, Major League Baseball or NHL Hockey – It all engage us in competition 
whether player or fan.  It seems we are competitive by nature, by our very humanity.  Life sometimes 
seems all about winning or losing, who’s in and who’s out.  Occasionally, in the games of younger 
players, children, there are coaches who encourage playing for fun.  They espouse the recognition 
that “it is a game and so have fun.”.  
  Frequently this competitiveness shows up in our faith and relationship with God, both 
personally and as church. our attitudes and practices sometimes appear marked by a sense of who is 
“in” and who is “out”.  In Luke’s Gospel (Luke 13:22-30) some of Jesus’ followers revealed this sense 
in the question they posed to their master: “Lord, will only a few be saved?”  His response was much 
broader than they or we are sometimes willing to accept 

At the time of Jesus there was a belief among some Jews that in the age to come all the people 
of Israel, just because they belonged to Israel, would be seated at God’s table in heaven.  Prophets like 
Jeremiah and Isaiah were not quite so sure.  Jesus comes from this prophetic tradition.  He sees 
salvation as open to all peoples.  There is no limit, no territorial or cultural boundary to God’s saving 
love.  There is no “in” group and there is no “out” group.  What is asked of us all, all humanity is that 
we respond to a loving gift, entering the relationship that is freely offered as an invitation by God.  

Put in the context of our own age what this means is that we are not saved by being Christian 
or Catholic.  Nor is anyone damned by not being Christian or Catholic.  Salvation means much more 
than simply being part of the “in” group.  It is, as the prophets of the Old Testament proclaimed and 
as the Incarnation revealed a process of accepting/acknowledging the gift of God’s love for all. 

Jesus expresses this process with the words “Strive to enter by the narrow door.”  Merely 
being from an “in” group, a Christian, a Catholic, a member of Israel, does not bring salvation.  The 
whole mission and message of Jesus helps us to see what it is that brings salvation.  Will there be 
many or will there be few saved is not the point.  What is important is the process of transformation 
that brings about a change of heart for us.  That change of heart is our response to God’s loving 
invitation. 

Salvation, is not about who we know.  It is about who we are.  For Christians there needs to 
be a spiritual link between Jesus and ourselves and a transformation into the person that is in the 
image of Jesus.  But not everyone is a follower of Jesus. 

God’s love is broad and all encompassing and there are many routes to such a 
transformation.  Each route is the experience of a love relationship, a bonding.  It involves a gradual 
turning of our heart toward God.  But it involves more.  Such a transformation means a cooperation 
with the divine Spirit leading us to love all peoples, for God’s love is for all humanity, not a few.  It is 
God, who in love breathed life into all creation.  That breath of the Spirit comes to all. 

Humanity’s response to God love is a transformation that takes us through the “narrow 
door” of centering our heart on the love of God and neighbour.  This conversion is a life-long process 
of striving to love and it touches all aspects of our lives and experience.  Salvation ultimately will 
come with the surrender of our very selves to live as we have discovered in Jesus – fully centered on 
love of God and all that God has created. 

       John Jennings 
       21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 
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Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham         Mass Times:     St. Gertrude            Saturday 4:00 pm       
Office Manager:                                                                                                     Sunday 11:00 am 
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Aug 21. 2022                                                                                                 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time                      
Saturday Aug    20     4:00 pm St. Gertrude ............................................... Parishioners 
Sunday Aug    21     9:00 am St. Simon & Jude ...................................... Tom Richards  
Sunday      Aug    21     11:00 am St. Gertrude   ....................................... Rufina Carreon 
Monday                           Aug    22 … ................................................................................. No Mass 
Tuesday                           Aug    23  .................................................................................... No Mass 
Wednesday  Aug    24     9:00am Adoration 10:00am Mass St. Gertrude . .Jeannie Bridgeo &                                        

DMF 
Thursday Aug    25      12:15 pm St. Gertrude ......................... Tommy & Seretha Kilfoil 
Friday Aug    26      9:00 am St. Gertrude ....................... Annastasia Onyegbuchlem                                          
Saturday Aug    27      4:00 pm St. Gertrude .......................................... John Gallagher  
Sunday Aug    28      9:00 am St. Simon & Jude ....................................... Parishioners 
Sunday Aug    28      11:00 am St. Gertrude .............................................. Paul Poulin 
 

Please note the office will be closed Aug 15-26th please continue to submit 
information for bulletins by Wednesday 

 

http://www.sjbwoodstock.com/


Please pray for the sick:   Nora Gagnon,  Pat & Ed McGuire,  Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, 
 Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann Wright, John Hallihan, Noopa Abin,  Barb McIntosh 
 Cindy Ouellette,  Nicole Shaw,  Rosita Valerio, Eldon MacDonald & Reg & Ruby King. 
For those who have died:  Fred Weeks ,Ethel Doucet(mother of Fr. Paul Doucet) Diana McIntosh, 
Andy McLean, George Cullen & Bernard Aube 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request. All 
requests are confidential; no information is required. To have prayers said, call 
 Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. 
50/50 – Aug 15, 2022– Winner Stevon Foster  $464.00.  Tickets are $2/week available at  Martin's 
Corner Store on Broadway or  Smart Stop Ultramar in Grafton Tickets must be purchased by 6 pm 
Sunday. Knights of Columbus regular meeting Aug. 21 at 7:00 pm 

 
 

Ministries Schedule 
For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass  if you are a lector. Please arrive ½ 
hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.  Please let Myrna or Ann know you are 
present to serve.  If unable to serve,  please let Myrna 328-9640 or Anne382-8398  know in advance 
or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 

Date Time Lector  Eucharistic Hospitality Gift Bearer 

Aug 27 4:00 PM Barb Woodland Myrna Keenan Gladys Dalton 
Charlene 
Prosser 

  Ron MacDonald  Veronica Steeves Ides Villabeto 

  Loraine Stone    

Aug 28 11:00 AM Diane Dube Stacey Seranno Rudy Nadeau Carole Polchies 

    Kathy Sutingco  Mike Chandra 
Dustin 
Culberson 

    Allison Chandra       

Aug 28 9:00 PM 1st Reading  Prayer of Faithful  Second Reading  
    Diane Bernadette Bernadette  

 

Please note: The office will be closed August 15th to the 26th.  Please continue to 

submit information for the bulletins by Wednesday. 

Mark your calendar to attend 'Music in the Park', Thursday evenings, in AUGUST, at 6:30 PM at 
Citizen Square Park on Chapel Street. This is a free event, come and enjoy the summer weather. 
Bring a chair, bring a friend, and have a great evening! Rain location: Gallery Room, AYR Motor 
Centre. 

SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE - Priest and Martyr - 

August 14  (Catholic Culture)St. Maximilian, born 

Raymond Kolbe in Poland, Jan. 8, 1894. In 1910, he entered 

the Conventual Franciscan Order. He was sent to study in 

Rome where he was ordained a priest in 1918. 

Father Maximilian returned to Poland in 1919 and began 

spreading his Militia of the Immaculata movement of Marian 

consecration (whose members are also called MIs), which he 

founded on October 16, 1917. In 1927, he established an 

evangelization center near Warsaw called Niepokalanow, the 

"City of the Immaculata." By 1939, the City had expanded from 

eighteen friars to an incredible 650, making it the largest Catholic religious house in the world. 

To better "win the world for the Immaculata," the friars utilized the most modern printing and 

administrative techniques. This enabled them to publish countless catechetical and devotional 

tracts, a daily newspaper with a circulation of 230,000 and a monthly magazine with a 

circulation of over one million. Maximilian started a shortwave radio station and planned to 

build a motion picture studio—he was a true "apostle of the mass media." He established a City 

of the Immaculata in Nagasaki, Japan, in 1930, and envisioned missionary centers worldwide. 

Maximilian was a ground-breaking theologian. His insights into the Immaculate Conception 

anticipated the Marian theology of the Second Vatican Council and further developed the 

Church's understanding of Mary as "Mediatrix" of all the graces of the Trinity, and as "Advocate" 

for God's people. 

In 1941, the Nazis imprisoned Father Maximilian in the Auschwitz death camp. There he offered 

his life for another prisoner and was condemned to slow death in a starvation bunker. On 

August 14, 1941, his impatient captors ended his life with a fatal injection. Pope John Paul II 

canonized Maximilian as a "martyr of charity" in 1982. St. Maximilian Kolbe is considered a 

patron of journalists, families, prisoners, the pro-life movement and the chemically addicted. 
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QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY - August 22 (Francisan Media) 
 
Pope Pius XII established this feast in 1954. But Mary’s queenship has roots in 
Scripture. At the Annunciation, Gabriel announced that Mary’s Son would receive the 
throne of David and rule forever. At the Visitation, Elizabeth calls Mary “mother of my 
Lord.” As in all the mysteries of Mary’s life, she is closely associated with Jesus: Her 
queenship is a share in Jesus’ kingship. We can also recall that in the Old Testament the 
mother of the king has great influence in court. 

In the fourth century Saint Ephrem called Mary “Lady” and “Queen.” Later Church 
fathers and doctors continued to use the title. Hymns of the 11th to 13th centuries 
address Mary as queen: “Hail, Holy Queen,” “Hail, Queen of Heaven,” “Queen of 
Heaven.” The Dominican rosary and the Franciscan crown as well as numerous 
invocations in Mary’s litany celebrate her queenship. 

The feast is a logical follow-up to the Assumption, and is now celebrated on the octave 
day of that feast. In his 1954 encyclical To the Queen of Heaven, Pius XII points out that 
Mary deserves the title because she is Mother of God, because she is closely 
associated as the New Eve with Jesus’ redemptive work, because of her preeminent 
perfection, and because of her intercessory power. 

 
MARTYRDOM OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST - August 29 (Catholic News Agency) 
 
On August 29, the Church marks the beheading of John the Baptist, who prepared the way 
for Jesus.  As an adult, John lived as a hermit in the wilderness. After the Holy Spirit inspired 
him, he went about preaching that the people should repent for their sins and be baptized in 
order to prepare for the Messiah. 
 
Herold imprisoned him because he had condemned Herod for committing adultery by living 
with his brother's wife, Herodias. 
 
At the celebration for Herod on his birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced for him and 
Herold was so impressed that he said he would offer her anything she liked. She consulted 
with Herodias who told her to ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter. Herold did 
not want to kill John for fear of what his followers might do but because of his promise to 
the girl he could not refuse the request so John was beheaded.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Offertory Aug 13/14 
 

 St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas 

    
Loose 137 10  
Envelops 570 469 160 
PAD 1,392 222 77 
E-Transfer __ 100 __ 

 2099 801 237 
    

Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi 3160 St. Bonaventure 30 
St. Thomas Cemetery 10 Global South 15 

 
Backpack Sunday (Sept. 3/4) Students and teachers will receive a special blessing on this 
weekend as a new school year begins.  As that time nears, the parish is encouraged to help 
support families and their child's school by purchasing school supplies.  A table will be set up in 
the church for you to place your donations of needed school supplies.  Following the beginning 
week of school in September, the donations will be distributed to the local schools to 
supplement classrooms, especially for those children who are in most need of support. 
 
 Here is a list of the most used supplies that classrooms run short on: 

Kleenex Large Ziploc Bags 

Looseleaf White Erasers 

Pencils (not dollar Hilroy notebooks 

store ones please) Duotangs 

Crayola Crayons 24 pkg Crayola Pencil Crayons 

Scissors Glue Sticks 

ear buds  
                                                                                                       Thank you for your generosity!  
 

THANK YOU 
 
     On behalf of all those who organized and participated in the pilgrimage to Quebec City 
recently, thank you for the generous donation from St. John the Baptist Parish in support of 
this important undertaking.  The experience was very meaningful to the members of 
indigenous communities from our parish and throughout our Diocese who were able to 
attend.  Without this support, the journey would not have been possible. 
     I am personally grateful for the unhesitating manner with which you responded to this 
solicitation.  There are many things the parish must consider in its financial planning in any 
given year.  I appreciate the generous spirit you showed on this occasion. 
     



 
 
The Papal Visit was only one part of the long process of reconciliation underway in our 
country and in our church.  I hope you will continue to look favourably on efforts being made 
in this regard in our parish, in the diocese, in our province and all across the country. 
 
                                                                                   With gratitude, 
                      Stuart 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL TOUR - WESTMINISTER CATHEDRAL, LONDON, ENGLAND 
(www.eyerevolution.co.uk) 
 
Westminster Cathedral is the mother church of the Catholic Church in England and 
Wales.  It is the largest Catholic Church in the United Kingdom (50th largest church in the 
world) and the seat of the Archbishop of Westminster. Its beauty is striking, an impressive 
example of the neo-Byzantine architecture in Europe. To take a virtual tour of this 
magnificant cathedral, first go to the website (www.eyerevolution.co.uk) and click on the 
"VIEW 360 VIRTUAL TOUR". 
 
 
CATHOLIC NEWS: 
* Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (www.cccb.ca) 
* Diocese of Saint John + New Freeman (www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org) 
* Vatican News ( www.vaticannews.va) 
* Catholic News Agency (www.catholicnewsagency.com) 
* National Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org) 
* The Catholic Register (www.catholicregister.org) 
* Our Sunday Visitor (www.osvnews.com) 
* The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org 

* Catholic World Report (www.catholicworldreport.com 
 

 
Saints Joseph of Arimathea’s and Nicodemus’ Story- August 31 (Francisan Media) 
 
The actions of these two influential Jewish leaders give insight into the charismatic 
power of Jesus and his teachings—and the risk that could be involved in following him. 
 
Joseph was a respected, wealthy civic leader who had become a disciple of Jesus. 
Following the death of Jesus, Joseph obtained Jesus’ body from Pilate, wrapped it in 
fine linen and buried it. For these reasons, Joseph is considered the patron saint of 
funeral directors and pallbearers. More important is the courage Joseph showed in  

 
asking Pilate for Jesus’ body. Jesus was a condemned criminal who had been publicly 
executed. According to some legends, Joseph was punished and imprisoned for such a 
bold act. 
 
Nicodemus was a Pharisee and, like Joseph, an important first-century Jew. We know 
from John’s Gospel that Nicodemus went to Jesus at night—secretly—to better 
understand his teachings about the kingdom. Later, he spoke up for Jesus at the time of 
his arrest and assisted in Jesus’ burial. We know little else about Nicodemus. 
 

                                                                                                                                

  
Catholic Social Teaching               SUBSIDIARITY & the ROLE of GOVERNMENT  

The state is an instrument to promote human dignity, protect human rights, and develop the 

common good. Subsidiarity holds that such functions of government should be performed at the 

lowest level possible, as long as they can be performed adequately. When they cannot, higher 

levels of government must intervene. This principle goes hand-in-hand with Participation, the 

principle that all peoples have a right to participate in the economic, political and cultural life of 

society, and in the decisions that affect their community. 

……It is clearly laid down that the paramount task assigned to government 

officials is that of recognizing, respecting, reconciling, protecting and promoting 

the rights and duties of citizens.  (Saint John XXIII, Pacem in Terris, 77) 
……The principle of subsidiarity: What individuals can accomplish by their own 
initiative and efforts should not be taken from them by a higher authority. A greater and 
higher social institution must not take over the duties of subordinate organizations and 
deprive it of its competence. Its purpose, rather, is to intervene in a subsidiary fashion 
(thus offering help) when individuals or smaller institutions find that a task is beyond 
them. (YOUCAT 323) 

Example in action 

Rather than sending ‘development experts’ to manage projects in the Global South, or 
sending Canadian volunteers to work on projects overseas, 
 D & P supports local grassroots organizations. These are our ‘partners,’ and their work 
is to promote alternatives to unjust systems and find solutions that will allow for the 
growth of the whole community. Recognizing the expertise of locals in matters that affect 
their communities, D & P supports their being agents of their own development. This 
affirms the dignity and capacity of all persons. 
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