
Our Sacred Stories 
Truth and Reconciliation: Opening Up and Reaching Out 

 Eating is important, in fact essential.  The obvious reason is that eating sustains the life of 
our bodies.  There are, however other human needs that are fed by eating.  Meals are points of 
meeting others, occasions for sharing with others.  They enrich our sense of relationship with one 
another and offer occasions to gather, acknowledging we do not live solitary lives.  Even our faith is 
fed with a meal. 
 Among our sacraments, the Eucharistic meal is the point which most fully gathers us.  In it 
we see that as church we are a community of faith and action, sharing common needs, hopes and 
dreams.  It may be so commonplace that we do not notice our Eucharist is where we are most 
recognizable as a community expressing the love and mercy of our God.  It calls us to be open and 
welcoming to “the other”.  It is also where we recognize our failures to be the face of Jesus, open to all 
without question or limit.  This is a failure of our faith.  It is what lay at the heart of Pope Francis’s 
visit to Canada. 

Pope Francis came specifically to be among the indigenous peoples of our country.  His 
prime intention was to offer an apology for the mistreatment of their communities, their children and 
families.  His focus was the indigenous residential schools, established by the Canadian government 
in the 19th and 20th centuries and operated by various Christian churches, most often the Catholic 
church. 

The schools were intended to provide education for these communities, but also to 
assimilate the children and ultimately their communities into Canadian society.  Doing so, meant that 
the schools would remove the children from their families, place them in residences and work to 
erase their indigenous language and culture. This experience brought long-term harm to the children, 
their families and to indigenous communities across the country and it remains with them to this 
day.  The pope’s apology was expressed with sincerity and sensitivity. 

Pope Francis apologized for the church’s role in the hurts and harm to indigenous 
communities and families and he openly stated that this was a form of cultural genocide.  He asked 
for forgiveness, but also recognized that reconciliation is a process of rebuilding a relationship.  To do 
so requires a change of heart.  In this instance, for the church, it means honouring the richness of 
their faith, an openness to the expressions of this faith in their cultures and a readiness to see that we 
have much to learn from them.  It means listening, opening up and reaching out. 

Luke’s Gospel account (Luke 14:1, 7-14) presents a story of Jesus accepting a dinner 
invitation from a leader of the Pharisees.  He notes how people seem to be focused on the seating 
arrangement of the guests and encourages them not seek the highest place at table.  However, the 
real indication of Jesus and his mission comes when he advises his host (and us) “invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame and the blind,” a challenge to offer openness to all. 

Jesus offers an example to us as disciples.  His primary concern is the vulnerable ones.  Their 
condition offers them no advantage.  His openness, however is explicitly for them.  It honours them 
and it recognizes the wonder that rests in them.  This was the face Pope Francis showed with his 
apologies in Canada.  Michael Higgins, writing of the visit in the British periodical The Tablet (6 Aug 
22) p.27, expresses this:  Francis repeatedly calls for the recognition of the special genius of the 
Indigenous peoples, their harmony with Creation, the richness of their languages, which we ruthlessly 
suppressed, and the paramount need to move through truth to reconciliation and forgiveness. 
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Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham         Mass Times:     St. Gertrude            Saturday 4:00 pm       
Office Manager:                                                                                                     Sunday 11:00 am 
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey                                 Reconciliation   Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum                       St. Simon & Jude         Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am- 12:00 pm                     Reconciliation      Sunday 8:15-8:45 am 
 
Aug 28. 2022                                                                                                 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                      
Saturday Aug    27     4:00 pm St. Gertrude ........................................... John Gallagher 
Sunday Aug    28     9:00 am St. Simon & Jude ........................................ Parishioners  
Sunday      Aug    28     11:00 am St. Gertrude   ............................................. Paul Poulin 
Monday                           Aug    29 … ................................................................................. No Mass 
Tuesday                           Aug    30  .................................................................................... No Mass 
Wednesday Aug    31     9:00am Adoration 10:00am Mass St. Gertrude ..... .Ethel Bridgeo &                                        

DMF 
Thursday Sept    1      12:15 pm St. Gertrude .................................... Kurandai Theresal 
Friday Sept    2      9:00 am St. Gertrude ............................................... Joe McGuire                                          
Saturday Sept   3     4:00 pm St. Gertrude ................................................. Parishioners  
Sunday Sept   4     9:00 am St. Simon & Jude .................................. Francois Thebeau 
Sunday Sept   4      11:00 am St. Gertrude ............................................. Mark Culbert 
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Please pray for the sick:   Nora Gagnon,  Pat & Ed McGuire,  Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, 
 Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann Wright, John Hallihan, Noopa Abin,  Barb McIntosh 
 Cindy Ouellette,  Nicole Shaw,  Rosita Valerio, Eldon MacDonald & Reg & Ruby King. 
For those who have died:  Fred Weeks ,Ethel Doucet(mother of Fr. Paul Doucet) Diana McIntosh, 
Andy McLean, George Cullen ,Bernard Aube & Karsten Keoughan Brother of Fr. John Keoughan. 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request. All 
requests are confidential; no information is required. To have prayers said, call 
 Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. 
50/50 – Aug 22, 2022– Non-Winner Willard Lawson  $227.00.  Tickets are $2/week available at  
Martin's Corner Store on Broadway or  Smart Stop Ultramar in Grafton Tickets must be purchased 
by 6 pm Sunday. Knights of Columbus regular meeting Aug. 21 at 7:00 pm 

 
 

Ministries Schedule 
For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass  if you are a lector. Please arrive ½ 
hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.  Please let Myrna or Ann know you are 
present to serve.  If unable to serve,  please let Myrna 328-9640 or Anne382-8398  know in advance 
or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 

Date Time Lector  Eucharistic Hospitality Gift Bearer 

Sept 3 4:00 PM Nelia Foster Marjorie Allison-Ross Charlene Prosser Ninfa Blacquiere 

  Loraine Stone  Gladys Dalton Barb Woodland 

  Jeane Wilson    

Sept 4 
 
  

11:00 AM 
 
  

Ellen Culbert-
Johnston 
 
 

Myrna Keenan 
 
 
 

Sharon Tenhave 
 
 
 

Dustin & 
Shakira 
Culberson & 
Family 

    Brittany Sprague  Jocelyn Keirstead  

    Kathy Sutingco       

Sept 4 9:00 PM 1st Reading  Prayer of Faithful  Second Reading  
    Tom Tom Jacquline  

 

Please Note- Mass at St. Mary of the Angel Church, Perth Andover, Sunday, August 28, 
beginning at 5:30 pm. A Filipino priest will be presiding at this mass. Church address: 44 Marian 
Drive, Perth Andover. You are invited to come and celebrate eucharist together. 

coming up soon  
The Season of Creation Sept 1st to Oct 4th, the feast of St. Francis, is an annual ecumenical 
celebration that unites the world’s 2.4 billion Christians in prayer and action for our 
common home. Christians from all over the world will witness to, listen and respond 
together to the cry of creation and as we care for our common home (oikos). 
 
The burning bush is the Symbol for the Season of Creation 2022. Today, the prevalence 
of unnatural fires is a sign of the devastating effects that climate change has on the most 
vulnerable of our planet. Creation cries out as forests crackle, animals flee, and people 
are forced to migrate due to the fires of injustice. On the contrary, the fire that called to 
Moses as he tended the flock on Mt. Horeb did not consume or destroy the bush. This 
flame of the Spirit revealed God’s presence. This holy fire affirmed that God heard the 
cries of all who suffered, and promised to be with us as we followed in faith to our 
deliverance from injustice. In this Season of Creation, this symbol of God’s Spirit calls us 
to listen to the voice of creation. 
 

We invite you to schedule your own participation in the Season. As a first step, go to 
SeasonOfCreation.org. You will find the Faith Leaders’ Letter inviting us to join the 
Season, the Theme presentation, and the official Season of Creation Celebration Guide 
with a wide range of resources. Individuals and communities are invited to participate 
through: 
 
Prayer: Host an ecumenical prayer service (presented in Guide, but can be adapted) that 
unites all Christians to care for our common home through liturgical moments to listen 
from the Book of Lord and the Book of Creation 
 
Sustainability: Lead a public awareness event reaching a wider public of people with the 
good news that each of us can bring Its contribution. Invite an Indigenous Elder to speak 
on care of creation. 
 
Advocacy: Raise your voice for climate justice by participating or joining an ongoing 
campaign, such as the movement to divest from fossil fuels. 
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RELICS ST HELENA BROUGHT TO ROME FROM THE HOLY LAND (www.ncregister.com) 
 
The mother of Constantine the Great, St. Helena (born approximately 246 AD and Patron Saint 

on August 18)), is believed to have restored many sites in the Holy Land, where she discovered 

the cross on which Christ died and other relics from his Passion, some of which she brought back 

with her to Rome. These relics can still be venerated today, in Rome’s Basilica of the Holy Cross 

in Jerusalem. 

 

The basilica was originally a chapel designed by St. Helena to hold the relics of the True Cross 

found on Calvary. The chapel had been part of an imperial palace Constantine gave to his 

mother when he moved the capital of the Roman Empire to Constantinople.  The church has 

undergone many changes over time. One of the relics on display in the basilica’s relic chapel was 

rediscovered inside a wall during a restoration in the 15th century after it had likely been hidden 

there during an earlier renovation in the 1100s. 

The Titulus Crucis, Title of the Cross in Latin, was the wooden tablet hung on Christ’s cross 

explaining the reason for his Crucifixion. In Greek, Latin, and Hebrew it says: “Jesus the 

Nazarene King of the Jews.”  It is believed the Titulus Crucis was brought to the basilica in the 

sixth century. Helena also brought one of the nails used in Christ's Crucifixion. 

According to tradition, the Holy Stairs (website: "www.scala-santa.com") were also brought to 

Rome by St. Helena in the 4th century.  The Holy Stairs, also called the Scala Sancta, are held to 

be those which led to the praetorium of Pontius Pilate in Jerusalem, and which Christ would 

have ascended on his way to the trial before his Crucifixion.  The stairs are near the Archbasilica 

of St. John Lateran, and were first opened to the public more than 400 years ago by Sixtus V.  So 

many pilgrims visited the stairs in the first century after they were opened to the public, the 

marble became worn down, creating deep furrows in the steps.  In 1724, Servant of God 

Benedict XIII covered the Holy Stairs in wood for their protection. They were uncovered for the 

first time in 2018, during a year-long restoration project — and in 2019, for a limited time 

visitors could venerate the marble steps without the wood coverings. 

The relics of the True Cross can also be viewed on YouTube at "www.catholicnewsagency.com".  

 
 

 
Offertory Aug 20/21 

 

 St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas 

    
Loose 159 10  
Envelops 1,422 369 70 
PAD 1,392 222 77 
Candles  80  
E-Transfer 10 __ __ 

 2983 681 147 
    

Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi 200 St. Bonaventure 30 
Cathedral Restoration 20 Global South 17 
Lynn Lake 300   

 

 

BACKPACK SUNDAY---NEXT WEEKEND--SEPTEMBER 3/4    School is beginning soon and 

to start off the new year, all students, teachers, and school support staff are invited to 

come to mass and receive a special beginning of school blessing.  

  For students...      REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR BACKPACK AND HAVE IT BLESSED      A 
great way to start off the school year and to keep God close beside you throughout all 
your classes and activities. 

  Parishioners:      one more week for you take part in the collection for school supplies 
to help families and our local schools.  See the notice for a list of the most needed 
supplies. 

Backpack Sunday (Sept. 3/4) Students and teachers will receive a special blessing on this 
weekend as a new school year begins.  As that time nears, the parish is encouraged to help 
support families and their child's school by purchasing school supplies.  A table will be set up in 
the church for you to place your donations of needed school supplies.  Following the beginning 
week of school in September, the donations will be distributed to the local schools to 
supplement classrooms, especially for those children who are in most need of support. 
 
 Here is a list of the most used supplies that classrooms run short on: 

Kleenex Large Ziploc Bags 

Looseleaf White Erasers 

http://www.ncregister.com/
http://www.scala-santa.com/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


Pencils (not dollar Hilroy notebooks 

store ones please) Duotangs 

Crayola Crayons 24 pkg Crayola Pencil Crayons 

Scissors Glue Sticks 

ear buds  
                                                                                                       Thank you for your generosity!  
 

DOWNTOWN WOODSTOCK presents MOVIES BY THE MEDUXNEKEAG: Saturday, September 3, 

2022, in the parking lot at the Craft and Farm Market, at dusk, approximately 9 pm. Free 

admission, double feature movies: Encanto and Back to the Future. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: WOODSTOCK RECREATION FALL AND WINTER PROGRAM 

REGISTRATION NIGHT: Wednesday, September 8th, 2022,  between 6- 8 pm, at the AYR Motor 

Centre Field House.  Local clubs and organizations will be in attendance to share their program 

information and take registration. Come and check out the many program and special events for 

you and your family to get active this Fall and Winter..    

MARTYRDOM OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST - August 29 (Catholic News Agency) 

 
On August 29, the Church marks the beheading of John the Baptist, who prepared the way 
for Jesus.  As an adult, John lived as a hermit in the wilderness. After the Holy Spirit inspired 
him, he went about preaching that the people should repent for their sins and be baptized in 
order to prepare for the Messiah. 
 
Herold imprisoned him because he had condemned Herod for committing adultery by living 
with his brother's wife, Herodias. 
 
At the celebration for Herod on his birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced for him and 
Herold was so impressed that he said he would offer her anything she liked. She consulted 
with Herodias who told her to ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter. Herold did 
not want to kill John for fear of what his followers might do but because of his promise to 
the girl he could not refuse the request so John was beheaded.  
 

 

VIRTUAL TOUR - WESTMINISTER CATHEDRAL, LONDON, ENGLAND (www.eyerevolution.co.uk) 

 

Westminster Cathedral is the mother church of the Catholic Church in England and Wales.  It is 

the largest Catholic Church in the United Kingdom (50th largest church in the world) and the 

seat of the Archbishop of Westminster. Its beauty is striking, an impressive example of the neo-

Byzantine architecture in Europe. To take a virtual tour of this magnificant cathedral, first go to 

the website (www.eyerevolution.co.uk) and click on the "VIEW 360 VIRTUAL TOUR". 

 

 

CATHOLIC NEWS: 

* Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (www.cccb.ca) 

* Diocese of Saint John + New Freeman (www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org) 

* Vatican News ( www.vaticannews.va) 

* Catholic News Agency (www.catholicnewsagency.com) 

* National Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org) 

* The Catholic Register (www.catholicregister.org) 

* Our Sunday Visitor (www.osvnews.com) 

* The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org 

* Catholic World Report (www.catholicworldreport.com 

 

 

Saints Joseph of Arimathea’s and Nicodemus’ Story- August 31 (Francisan Media) 

 

The actions of these two influential Jewish leaders give insight into the charismatic power of 

Jesus and his teachings—and the risk that could be involved in following him. 

 

Joseph was a respected, wealthy civic leader who had become a disciple of Jesus. Following the 

death of Jesus, Joseph obtained Jesus’ body from Pilate, wrapped it in fine linen and buried it. 

For these reasons, Joseph is considered the patron saint of funeral directors and pallbearers. 

More important is the courage Joseph showed in  

 
asking Pilate for Jesus’ body. Jesus was a condemned criminal who had been publicly 
executed. According to some legends, Joseph was punished and imprisoned for such a 
bold act. 
 
Nicodemus was a Pharisee and, like Joseph, an important first-century Jew. We know 
from John’s Gospel that Nicodemus went to Jesus at night—secretly—to better 
understand his teachings about the kingdom. Later, he spoke up for Jesus at the time of 
his arrest and assisted in Jesus’ burial. We know little else about Nicodemus. 
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