
Our Sacred Stories 
Disciples in the Making 

 September is a season of change.  The long hazy, even lazy days of summer are coming to an end.  
The vacations are behind us and the more regular work schedule is resumes.  Schools and colleges and 
universities are opening their new year.  The new season in many ways is a new stage in our life journey.  
For many, whether student or teachers or someone beginning new work, September launches us into 
unfamiliar territory.  It will call us to take up the risks of something new and unfamiliar.  September is also 
a season that demands a willingness to take a risk and make a commitment. 
 Luke`s Gospel, (Luke 14:25-33) relates a story of Jesus in the midst of a large and enthusiastic 
crowd.  They are would-be disciples.  Are they really disciples?  Can they be disciples?  Are they ready for 
discipleship?  Some are there simply because they are following the crowd.  Others are curious, hoping to 
see one of the miracles or wonders they are told he does.  Are they really hearing his message and buying 
into his mission – accepting the invitation to actively build God`s reign in our world? 
 Jesus turns to them and expresses the message in radical terms:  ``If anyone comes to me 
without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he 
cannot be my disciple.``  What an outlandish statement!  Who can accept this?  But we can assume it gets 
the attention of those in the crowd. 
 To be a disciple calls for commitment, deep commitment.  Some really want to enter into such 
discipleship.  They hear what Jesus has said.  They see what he has done.  The message and the mission 
seem to be what they are searching for.  But they do not yet understand all that is involved.  They may not 
be fully convinced or committed, but they are willing to offer a tentative “yes”, to take a chance. 
 Whether we recognize it or not this is where most, if not all of us are.  We are disciples in the 
making.  Our quest in life finds us on a journey with this Jesus and his message.  But our “yes” is always 
less than perfect.  Perhaps it will always be this way.  We will always be in a state of becoming.  
 To hear the words we find in Luke’s Gospel can be threatening.  Who can make such a 
commitment?  The radical demand that Luke describes is well beyond us and can be daunting and 
discouraging.  What happens if we do not meet this demand of total and complete commitment to the 
message and mission?  What happens if we do not fully respond to the baptismal call we have been given, 
if our Christian life is less than perfect, if our commitment is not so total?  Can I take the risk? 
 Our Scriptures help us here.  They tell the story of a God who loves us, a God of mercy, 
compassion and forgiveness.  This is how God has repeatedly dealt with the chosen people of Israel.  
Prophet after prophet he sent to them. Throughout the New Testament, this is the God who is revealed in 
the person of Jesus, the God who has come to share our humanity. 
 Sure, we are less than perfect disciples.  We are on a life journey of striving in our discipleship.  
We fall short.  We often fail.  We are ever in a state of becoming.  Both as individual disciples and as 
church, we often discover we can’t quite measure up.  But we trust in the Jesus that we see in the Gospels 
who welcomes all and who reaches out to us when we are at our weakest and most inadequate. 

We also recognize that God sees the strength that we actually do possess and the desire to make 
a commitment that we may not fully manage to live up to.  That is just the way our God of love is, and for 
this God and for God’s love we give thanks. 

       John Jennings 
       23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
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Facebook page :  http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1 

                      
Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham         Mass Times:     St. Gertrude            Saturday 4:00 pm       
Office Manager:                                                                                                     Sunday 11:00 am 
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey                                 Reconciliation   Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum                       St. Simon & Jude         Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am- 12:00 pm                     Reconciliation      Sunday 8:15-8:45 am 
 
Sept 4. 2022                                                                                                 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                   
Saturday Sept   3     4:00 pm St. Gertrude ................................................. Parishioners 
Sunday Sept   4     9:00 am St. Simon & Jude .................................. Francois Thebeau  
Sunday      Sept   4     11:00 am St. Gertrude   ............................................ Mark Culbert 
Monday                           Sept   5 … ................................................................................. No Mass 
Tuesday                           Sept   6     10:00  adoration 11:00 am Mass St. Simon & Jude .... Joyce Gordon 
Wednesday Sept   7      9:00 am Adoration 10:00am Mass St. Gertrude .........George Cullen 
Thursday Sept   8     12:15 pm St. Gertrude ................................................ Lewis Stone 
Friday Sept   9     9:00 am St. Gertrude ................................................. Joe McGuire                                         
Saturday Sept  10    4:00 pm St. Gertrude ........................................ Karsten Keoughan  
Sunday Sept  11    11:00 am St. Simon & Jude ............................ Jean Claude Doiron  
Sunday Sept  11    9:00 am St. Gertrude ................................................. Parishioners   
 

Please have items for the bulletin by Wednesday 
 

http://www.sjbwoodstock.com/


 
Please pray for the sick:   Nora Gagnon,  Pat & Ed McGuire,  Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, 
 Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann Wright, John Hallihan, Noopa Abin,  Barb McIntosh 
 Cindy Ouellette,  Nicole Shaw,  Rosita Valerio, Eldon MacDonald & Reg & Ruby King. 
For those who have died:   Karsten Keoughan Brother of Fr. John Keoughan. 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request. All 
requests are confidential; no information is required. To have prayers said, call 
 Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. 
50/50 – Aug 29, 2022– Non-Winner Jessica Lang  $488.00.  Tickets are $2/week available at  
Martin's Corner Store on Broadway or  Smart Stop Ultramar in Grafton Tickets must be purchased 
by 6 pm Sunday. Knights of Columbus regular meeting Aug. 21 at 7:00 pm 

 

Please join us on September 11, 2022 at Sts. Simon 
and Jude Church at 11:00 am for a Parish Family Fun 
Afternoon.  The day will begin with mass at 11:00 

followed by a Corn Boil, Games and Socializing.  Please bring a lawn 
chair.  We look forward to seeing you all there. 

 

Ministries Schedule 
For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass  if you are a lector. Please arrive ½ 
hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.  Please let Myrna or Ann know you are 
present to serve.  If unable to serve,  please let Myrna 328-9640 or Anne382-8398  know in advance 
or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 

Date Time Lector  Eucharistic Hospitality Gift Bearer 

Sept 10 4:00 PM Kristine Anne Miguel Nellie Gallagher Vicki McLean Ides Villabeto 

  Liam Miguel  Eileen Harrison Ning Van Rhijn 

  Ben Kilfoil    

Sept 11 
 
 
 
 
  

9:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
  

Diane Dube 
Debi Rae 
Michelle Nowlan 
 
 
 

Anne McEvoy 
 
 
 
 
 

Patricia Paul 
Rudy Nadeau 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & 
Brittany 
Sprague 
 
 
 

Sept 11 11:00 AM 1st Reading  Prayer of Faithful  Second Reading  
    Karen Paulette Paulette  

 
 

Let the heaven and earth praise the Creator. And the seas and all that dwell therein. 
For in the most High lies our salvation, the healing of nations; 
And we, the people of God, are invited, we are called to co-creation, to cooperation; 
thus will future generations inherit the planet renewed, 
And those who live the way of God shall dwell with God forever.  Amen  

Nan Merrill based on Psalm 69 
 
 
The Story of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Feast September 8 (Francisan Media) 
 
The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth century. A September birth was 
chosen because the Eastern Church begins its Church year with September. The September 8 
date helped determine the date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8. 

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s birth. However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of 
James fills in the gap. This work has no historical value, but it does reflect the development of 
Christian piety. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are infertile but pray for a child. 
They receive the promise of a child who will advance God’s plan of salvation for the world. Such 
a story, like many biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God in Mary’s life from 
the beginning. 

Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and 
shine forth in the light of her birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the 

precious lily of the valley. Through her birth the nature inherited from our first parents is 
changed.” The opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn of our 
salvation, and asks for an increase of peace. 
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THREE SAINTS FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL  (www.aleteia.org) 

The start of a new school year is a uniquely stressful time of transition for most families. Whether you have small 

children getting ready for kindergarten or high schoolers preparing to move into dorms for the first time, the fall is a 

time of changing routines and establishing new habits.  

Change can be challenging. Like most things in life, though, the good news is, we have a saint for that! There are 

actually many saints who lived lives devoted to education in some form, but here are a few to get you started.  

ST THOMAS AQUINAS 

St Thomas Aquinas, a Dominican who studied and taught theology, is traditionally considered the patron saint of 

students. When he was a student himself, he was large and slow to speak, and so he was originally thought to be 

rather dull minded, and his fellow classmates even nicknamed him the “Dumb Ox.” But this “Dumb Ox” went on to 

become one of the most brilliant theologians in the history of the Church. Here is a prayer St. Thomas Aquinas wrote 

for students: 

Come, Holy Spirit, Divine Creator, true source of light and fountain of wisdom! Pour forth your brilliance upon my 

dense intellect, dissipate the darkness which covers me, that of sin and of ignorance. Grant me a penetrating mind to 

understand, a retentive memory, method and ease in learning, the lucidity to comprehend, and abundant grace in 

expressing myself. Guide the beginning of my work, direct its progress, and bring it to successful completion. This I ask 

through Jesus Christ, true God and true man, living and reigning with You and the Father, forever and ever. Amen 

When you’re packing your backpack for back-to-school this year, don’t forget to pack along a prayer or 

two. Remember to pray for students, teachers, and all families. May all the saints, our heavenly helpers, 

pray for us as we learn and grow in the year to come.  

CATHOLIC NEWS: 

* Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (www.cccb.ca) 

* Diocese of Saint John + New Freeman (www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org) 

* Vatican News ( www.vaticannews.va) 

* Catholic News Agency (www.catholicnewsagency.com) 

* National Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org) 

* The Catholic Register (www.catholicregister.org) 

* Our Sunday Visitor (www.osvnews.com) 

* The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org 

* Catholic World Report (www.catholicworldreport.com 

 

 

There will be a Parish Yard Sale on Saturday 

September 17, 2022 at the Parish Rectory.  If you 

would like to donate items, please bring in 

Friday evening Sept. 16th.  Volunteers welcomed! 

Offertory Aug 17/18, 2022 
 

  St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas 
      
Loose 146 5   
Envelops 796 467 50 
PAD 1,392 222 77 
Candles  80   
E-Transfer 10 __ __ 
  2344 774 127 
      
Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi 50 St. Bonaventure 30 
The Canadian church 50 Global South 18 
Poor & Needy 25 St. Thomas Hall 25 

LITTLE CHURCH  St. Gertrude’s is back for the children  

ST GERTRUDES’S- 73 lbs were donated to the Foodbank this week with a value of $189.80. 

BACKPACK SUNDAY---  This weekend to start off the new year, all students, teachers, and 
school support staff are invited to come to mass and receive a special beginning of school 
blessing.                                                          

MASS AT WOODSTOCK FIRST NATION – Thursday, Sept. 15th, 10:30 am 
HEALING MASS/SACRMENT OF THE SICK -Thursday Sept. 22, 7pm 
MASS AT CALVARY CEMETERY – Sunday, Sept. 25, 3pm 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: WOODSTOCK RECREATION FALL AND WINTER PROGRAM 

REGISTRATION NIGHT: Tuesday, September 13th, 2022,  between 6- 8 pm, at the AYR Motor 

Centre Field House.  Local clubs and organizations will be in attendance to share their program 

information and take registration. Come and check out the many program and special events for 

you and your family to get active this Fall and Winter 

http://www.aleteia.org/
http://www.cccb.ca/
http://www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/
http://www.vaticannews.va)/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
http://www.ncronline.org/
http://www.catholicregister.org/
http://www.osvnews.com/
http://www.thecatholicthing.org/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/


 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta’s Story - Feast September 5 (Francisan Media) 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the tiny woman recognized throughout the world for her work among the 
poorest of the poor, was beatified October 19, 2003. Among those present were hundreds of Missionaries 
of Charity, the order she founded in 1950, as a diocesan religious community. Today the congregation also 
includes contemplative sisters and brothers, and an order of priests. 

Born to Albanian parents in what is now Skopje, Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu was the youngest 
of the three children who survived. For a time, the family lived comfortably, and her father’s construction 
business thrived. But life changed overnight following his unexpected death. 

During her years in public school, Agnes participated in a Catholic sodality and showed a strong interest in 
the foreign missions. At age 18, she entered the Loreto Sisters of Dublin. It was 1928 when she said 
goodbye to her mother for the final time and made her way to a new land and a new life. The following 
year she was sent to the Loreto novitiate in Darjeeling, India. There she chose the name Teresa and 
prepared for a life of service. She was assigned to a high school for girls in Calcutta, where she taught 
history and geography to the daughters of the wealthy. But she could not escape the realities around 
her—the poverty, the suffering, the overwhelming numbers of destitute people. 

In 1946, while riding a train to Darjeeling to make a retreat, Sister Teresa heard what she later explained 
as “a call within a call. The message was clear. I was to leave the convent and help the poor while living 
among them.” She also heard a call to give up her life with the Sisters of Loreto and instead, to “follow 
Christ into the slums to serve him among the poorest of the poor.” 

After receiving permission to leave Loreto, establish a new religious community, and undertake her new 
work, Sister Teresa took a nursing course for several months. She returned to Calcutta, where she lived in 
the slums and opened a school for poor children. Dressed in a white sari and sandals--the ordinary dress 
of an Indian woman--she soon began getting to know her neighbors—especially the poor and sick—and 
getting to know their needs through visits. 

The work was exhausting, but she was not alone for long. Volunteers who came to join her in the work, 
some of them former students, became the core of the Missionaries of Charity. Others helped by 
donating food, clothing, supplies, and the use of buildings. In 1952, the city of Calcutta gave Mother 
Teresa a former hostel, which became a home for the dying and the destitute. As the order expanded, 
services were also offered to orphans, abandoned children, alcoholics, the aging, and street people. 

For the next four decades, Mother Teresa worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her love knew no 
bounds. Nor did her energy, as she crisscrossed the globe pleading for support and inviting others to see 
the face of Jesus in the poorest of the poor. In 1979, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On 
September 5, 1997, God called her home. Blessed Teresa was canonized by Pope Francis on September 4, 

2016. 

 

 

ST JOSEPH OF CUPERTINO 

Joseph of Cupertino, the patron saint of studying, was born in Cupertino in the 17th century. As a young 

boy, he was frequently absent-minded and had a great deal of difficulty learning. It is now thought that he 

must have lived with some kind of learning disability, but at the time, his challenges only caused others to 

become impatient with him. He was not well-liked, even by his own family members, and he struggled to 

find his way in the world. He eventually wound up with the Franciscans and there, in community, he grew 

in holiness and humility.  Here is a popular prayer to St. Joseph of Cupertino, to be said before taking an 

exam: 

O humble St. Joseph of Cupertino, help me especially in the decisive moments of this examination, protect 

me from forgetfulness and disturbing anxiety which often debilitates me. You struggled with forgetfulness 

and anxiety. I implore you to pray for me that I may receive the grace to calmly and thoughtfully take this 

examination and for these my intentions (mention your intentions here). Amen. 

ST ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

Elizabeth Ann Seton was the first U.S. citizen to become a saint. She was born in a well-to-do family in 

New York City in 1774. She was the mother to 5 children of her own, but also raised her late husband’s 

younger siblings after his death. She founded a religious order for women and the first Catholic schools in 

the United states. As the founder of the American system of Catholic education, she is considered the 

patron saint of Catholic schools.  Here is a teacher’s prayer to St. Elizabeth Seton: 

Holy Father, You called Elizabeth Ann Seton to educate your children. Inspire us, by her example, to find 

your will in the present moment. Through her prayers, may we learn to teach others how to love like you. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Teacher. Amen 

 


