
 
Our Sacred Stories 

Bringing Our World Together: A Reconciling Christian Community 
 Bridges!  They are amazing things.  What is most remarkable about them is that they allow 
us to cross divides, to overcome what stands between us and others.  Bridges are an essential piece of 
building communities and nurturing our relationships with one another. 

Ivo Andric was a Yugoslavian author of Bosnian origin.  In 1961 he was awarded the nobel 
prize for literature.  What is regarded as his greatest work, The Bridge on the Drina is a novel 
depicting the struggles of the people of Bosnia for the 300 years leading up to World War I. 

Andric tells the tale through the story of a bridge over the River Drina.  The principal 
character in the novel is the bridge itself.  The story relates what the bridge did for the people of the 
small town and region of Visegrad.  It brought the community together and linked it to the bigger 
world.  Bridges do that, overcoming our separations and divides.  They can connect and reconcile us. 

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus in a series of parables (15:1-32) presents us with the core of God’s 
dream for us – a dream of reconciling and healing love.  We discover what Jesus meant when he 
proclaimed the Reign of God is among us.  It is seen when we find ourselves in communities marked 
by reconciling love, in a world marked by peace.  God’s love bridges our divides.  We profess this 
saying: “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done….  Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.” 

Recently, we have become more aware of a great divide in our society.  For generations 
Indigenous peoples have suffered a form of cultural genocide.  Placing indigenous children in 
residential schools to erase their culture and language has done lasting damage to families and 
communities in Canada. The foundation of the schools was something of Europe’s history. 

The 15th century saw European trade, sovereignty, culture and religion expand beyond 
Europe’s borders.  Traders and explorers found their way around Africa and eastward to Asia.  They 
also went westward across the Atlantic to the Americas. 

This became known as European Expansion.  It was a time of conquest and colonization.  
Given the close connection between rulers and religion, church and state in this period it is no 
surprise that the church played a part in this expansion.  The term “Doctrine of Discovery” expresses 
this involvement or complicity.  It had an impact on indigenous peoples.  The “Doctrine” though not a 
real doctrine, is a term used to describe the way the church played a role in the expansion around the 
globe. 

Several 15thcentury papal documents (“Papal Bulls”) articulated the Vatican support for the 
expansion first of Portuguese and then of Spanish explorers and conquerors.  Later the principles 
were used to cover other Europeans encountering indigenous peoples.  As Pope Francis visited to 
apologize for the complicity of the church in residential schools there was a call to rescind the 
“doctrine”.  The papal bulls were not doctrinal statements but in someway, the “Doctrine of 
Discovery” was an affirmation for European conquest and colonization of indigenous peoples in the 
15th century.  It was also used to justify later attacks or limits on their rights and property. 

The church has spoken up frequently against such limitations of human rights.  Vatican II, 
repeatedly asserted freedom of religious rights as well as human rights in general.  To reconcile our 
differences, to heal the wounds that separate us and to be builders of bridges, rather than walls, this 
is who we are to be.  Our communities are communities of bridges, not barriers and walls.  

       John Jennings 
       24th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
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Facebook page :  http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1 

                      
Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham         Mass Times:     St. Gertrude            Saturday 4:00 pm       
Office Manager:                                                                                                     Sunday 11:00 am 
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey                                 Reconciliation   Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum                       St. Simon & Jude         Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am- 12:00 pm                     Reconciliation      Sunday 8:15-8:45 am 
 
Sept 11. 2022                                                                                                 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                   
Saturday Sept  10    4:00 pm St. Gertrude ........................................ Karsten Keoughan 
Sunday Sept  11    9:00 am St. Gertrude ................................................. Parishioners  
Sunday      Sept  11    11:00 am St. Simon & Jude  ............................ Jean Claude Doiron 
Monday                           Sept  12 … ................................................................................. No Mass 
Tuesday                           Sept  13     …..……………………………………………………………………………….No Mass 
Wednesday Sept  14     9:00 am Adoration 10:00am Mass St. Gertrude ........... Joe McGuire 

Thursday Sept  15    10:30 am WFN …………………………………………………….Randy Paul Sr 
Thursday Sept  15    12:15 pm St. Gertrude ............................. Jeannie Bridgeo & DMF 
Friday Sept  16     9:00 am St. Gertrude ......................... Annastasia Onyegbuchlem                                         
Saturday Sept  17    4:00 pm St. Gertrude ............................................... Bill McCarron  
Sunday Sept  18    9:00 am St. Simon & Jude ......................................... Parishioners  
Sunday Sept  18    11:00 am St. Gertrude .................................... Gary & Nola Foster  
 

Please have items for the bulletin by Wednesday 

http://www.sjbwoodstock.com/


Please pray for the sick:  Nora Gagnon,  Pat & Ed McGuire,  Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, 
 Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann Wright, John Hallihan, Noopa Abin, Barb McIntosh 
 Cindy Ouellette, Nicole Shaw, Eldon MacDonald, Reg & Ruby King and Carmelita Sacal (mother of 
Ides Villabeto). 
For those who have died:   Karsten Keoughan (brother of Fr. John Keoughan), Rosita Valerio, 
Denis Deveau and Lewis Cronin (brother of Kevin Cronin). 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request. All 
requests are confidential; no information is required. To have prayers said, call 
 Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. 
50/50 – Aug 29, 2022– Winner Shirley Graham  $741.00.  Tickets are $2/week available at  
Martin's Corner Store on Broadway or  Smart Stop Ultramar in Grafton Tickets must be purchased 
by 6 pm Sunday. Knights of Columbus regular meeting Aug. 21 at 7:00 pm 

 

Please join us on September 11, 2022 at Sts. Simon 
and Jude Church at 11:00 am for a Parish Family Fun 
Afternoon.  The day will begin with mass at 11:00 

followed by a Corn Boil, Games and Socializing.  Please bring a lawn 
chair.  We look forward to seeing you all there. 

 

Ministries Schedule 
For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass  if you are a lector. Please arrive ½ 
hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.  Please let Myrna or Ann know you are 
present to serve.  If unable to serve,  please let Myrna 328-9640 or Anne382-8398  know in advance 
or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 

Date Time Lector  Eucharistic Hospitality Gift Bearer 

Sept 17 4:00 PM Vicki McLean Mike McCallum Charlene Prosser Ninfa Blacquiere 

  Ides Villabeto  Barb Woodland Nelia Foster 

  
Marg McCallum 
   

 
 

Sept 18 
 
 
 
 
  

11:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
  

Brittany Sprague 
John Lenehan 
Sharon Tenhave 
 
 
 

Doris Markey 
 
 
 
 
 

Michelle Nowlan 
Patricia Paul 
 
 
 
 

Claude & Diane 
Dube  
 
 
 
 

Sept 18 9:00 AM 1st Reading  Prayer of Faithful  Second Reading  

    Dilys Dilys Tina  

 
 
Through all generations the rivers have flowed, rivers now polluted by greed. 
Through famine and floods, God has brought forth new life. 
All through the ages, the earth has yielded its bountiful harvest; 
Yet, valleys and mountains forests and fields have been misused. 
Yes, greed has become the great destroyer of life, consuming the earth with 
abandon, leaving death, disease, and destruction in its wake. 
We cannot be spared what we have sown; generations to come will suffer 
from our willful ways; their lives will be a mirror to blind and stubborn hearts. 
Injustice, oppression, and greed will turn back hearts of stone, children unborn  
will reap a harvest of lost dreams 
Even so, God, the source of all life remains faithful, ever ready to lead us out of the 
wilderness,  
to speak to us in the Silence of our hearts.                                    Nan Merrill based on Psalm 78 

 
 

The Story of the Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Feast, September 
12 (Francisan Media) 

This feast is a counterpart to the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus; both have the 
possibility of uniting people easily divided on other matters.                                              
The feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary began in Spain in 1513 and in 1671 was 
extended to all of Spain and the Kingdom of Naples. In 1683, John Sobieski, king of 
Poland, brought an army to the outskirts of Vienna to stop the advance of Muslim 
armies loyal to Mohammed IV of Constantinople. After Sobieski entrusted himself to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, he and his soldiers thoroughly defeated the Muslims. Pope 
Innocent XI extended this feast to the entire Church.                                                          
Mary always points us to God, reminding us of God’s infinite goodness. She helps us to 
open our hearts to God’s ways, wherever those may lead us. Honored under the title 
“Queen of Peace,” Mary encourages us to cooperate with Jesus in building a peace 
based on justice, a peace that respects the fundamental human rights of all peoples. 

mailto:jkeirstead21@gmail.com


EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS - Feast September 14 (Francisan Media) 

Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of the Roman Emperor Constantine, 

went to Jerusalem in search of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed the second-

century Temple of Aphrodite, which tradition held was built over the Savior’s tomb, and 

her son built the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on that spot. During the excavation, 

workers found three crosses. Legend has it that the one on which Jesus died was 

identified when its touch healed a dying woman.                                                                   

The cross immediately became an object of veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in 

Jerusalem toward the end of the fourth century, according to an eyewitness, the wood 

was taken out of its silver container and placed on a table together with the inscription 

Pilate ordered placed above Jesus’ head: Then “all the people pass through one by one; 

all of them bow down, touching the cross and the inscription, first with their foreheads, 

then with their eyes; and, after kissing the cross, they move on.”                                          

To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation 

of the Holy Cross on the September anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The feast 

entered the Western calendar in the seventh century after Emperor Heraclius recovered 

the cross from the Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier. According to 

the story, the emperor intended to carry the cross back into Jerusalem himself, but was 

unable to move forward until he took off his imperial garb and became a barefoot 

pilgrim.                                                                                                                                           

The cross is today the universal image of Christian belief. Countless generations of 

artists have turned it into a thing of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as 

jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it had no beauty. It stood outside too many 

city walls, decorated only with decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who defied 

Rome’s authority—including Christians who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. Although 

believers spoke of the cross as the instrument of salvation, it seldom appeared in 

Christian art unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho until after Constantine’s edict 

of toleration. 

CATHOLIC NEWS: 

* Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (www.cccb.ca) 

* Diocese of Saint John + New Freeman (www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org) 

* Vatican News ( www.vaticannews.va) 

* Catholic News Agency (www.catholicnewsagency.com) 

* National Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org) 

* The Catholic Register (www.catholicregister.org) 

* Our Sunday Visitor (www.osvnews.com) 

* The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org 

* Catholic World Report (www.catholicworldreport.com 

 

 
A SPECIAL PRESENTATION  will be given by Father Martin after the 11 am 
Mass on Sunday, September 25th.  Come hear Father share his stories, 
pictures and videos of his trip to India. 
 
 
 

There will be a Parish Yard Sale on Saturday 

September 17, 2022 at the Parish Rectory.  If you 

would like to donate items, please bring in after 

4pm Mass on Saturday the 10th, after 9am Mass 

on Sunday the 11th and  Friday evening Sept. 16th.  Volunteers welcomed! 

 

Offertory Sept 3/4, 2022 
The offertory information is not available at this time  but will be given in next week’s bulletin. 

  St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas 
      
Loose     
Envelops    
PAD 1,392 222 77 
Candles     
E-Transfer  __ __ 
     
      
Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi  St. Bonaventure  
The Canadian church  Global South  
Poor & Needy  St. Thomas Hall  

LITTLE CHURCH  St. Gertrude’s is back for the children  

STS SIMON & JUDE- donated this week school supplies and 163 lbs of food. The food 
value was $523.23. 

http://www.cccb.ca/
http://www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/
http://www.vaticannews.va)/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
http://www.ncronline.org/
http://www.catholicregister.org/
http://www.osvnews.com/
http://www.thecatholicthing.org/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/


The CATHOLIC CHURCH WOMEN of Sts. Simon and Jude                             
are holding a Yard Sale in the Nackawic Parking Lot of 
the church on Saturday, September 24th from 9 am 
to 1 pm. Come and support our Fund Raising event!  

 

 
MASS AT WOODSTOCK FIRST NATION – Thursday, Sept. 15th, 10:30 am 
HEALING MASS/SACRMENT OF THE SICK -Thursday Sept. 22, 7pm 
MASS AT CALVARY CEMETERY – Sunday, Sept. 25, 3pm 
 

 
CWL WORKSHOP   “CHANGING WITH THE TIMES” 
The workshop begins Sunday September 18th with Mass at 11 am at St 
John the Evangelist Church in Johnville.  Mass will be followed by a lunch 
and sessions from 1 pm to 4 pm. 
The workshop is not only for CWL members but for all ladies from churches 
in Woodstock, Florenceville-Bristol, Johnville and Perth-Andover. 
If you are a member, a former member or are just curious about the League 
and our core values of Faith, Service and Social Justice, this will be a day of 
sisterhood, learning and fun. 
Join us in Johnville on September 18th.   Our theme: “Catholic and Living It” 

 

BACKPACK SCHOOL SUPPLIES- All the donated school supplies have been 
delivered to Townsview and Meuxnekeag Schools.  Thank you to those who 
were able to make a donation of supplies to help needy families and 
students start off the school year on a positive note.  Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS - ST. JAMES UNITED CHURCH, WOODSTOCK                    

1) YARD SALE  - Friday and Saturday, September 16th and 17th;                                   

2) FASHION SHOW - October 15th; and                                                                           

3) FALL CHURCH SUPPER, October 20th.                                                                            

More information to follow on these events.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: WOODSTOCK RECREATION FALL AND WINTER PROGRAM 

REGISTRATION NIGHT: Tuesday, September 13th, 2022,  between 6- 8 pm, at the AYR 

Motor Centre Field House.  Local clubs and organizations will be in attendance to share 

their program information and take registration. Come and check out the many program 

and special events for you and your family to get active this Fall and Winter 

 

 


