
 

              Our Sacred Stories 
 

Spirituality: Holiness, Wholeness and Healing 
 

 This weekend we hear two stories of healing...and more.  The first story tells of healing the 
leprosy of a Syrian general, Naaman, by the prophet Elisha (2 Kgs 5:14-17).  The second story relates 
how Jesus heals ten lepers, one of whom is a Samaritan not a Jew (Lk 17:11-19).  Leprosy was an 
isolating disease.  It made a person an outcast from the community who stood back in fear of it. 

For the person who struggled with the affliction it left them with a humanity that was 
wounded and broken, physically, but also emotionally and socially.  They were broken in body, but 
perhaps more significantly in spirit and in heart.  Their relationships with family, friends and 
community were also wounded.  In our own times leprosy is sometimes seen as an image for the 
isolation and brokenness that is often part of the human experience.  Someone who is excluded is 
sometimes referred as “being treated as a leper.”  

The healing that the prophet Elisha gave to the Syrian, Naaman and that Jesus offered to the 
ten lepers was more than a healing of the body.  It was a healing of the spirit and heart.  It returned 
the broken ones to the fullness of community.  In the case of the ten lepers in the Gospel, they were 
to go the priests who would certify that they were healed and eligible to return to the community.  
In the story from the Book of Kings, Naaman, a Gentile had a spiritual relationship brought forward in 
his life as he turned to the God of Israel.  

We all yearn for the wholeness in life that the lepers experienced in their healing.  Who is 
without wounds, whether physical, emotional or social?  Who does not long for the closeness of 
relationship that brings inclusion, care and expression of love?  The story of Naaman and the ten 
lepers is the story of every human being.  We may not have the disease of leprosy, but our lives are 
marked by a leprosy of spirit in many ways.  At the same time, we are also marked by the healing 
that we see in these two accounts.  We long for the wholeness that comes from this healing.  We can 
call this wholeness holiness. 

Holiness is sometimes confused with what we might call religiosity.  Holiness is not following 
the rules of the church.  Nor is holiness to be regarded as a spirituality that is so personal that it can 
be lived alone, taking no other persons into account. 
Holiness is actually the wholeness for which we all long.  It is the gift of vitality and meaning that 
helps us to make sense out of our lives.  Holiness draws us into a healthy and lively relationship with 
a God who loves and cares about us.  It also draws us into healthy and life-giving relationships with 
others.  

Holiness is fullest when lived within a community with whom we can share our experience.  
Holiness flows from a sense of the spirit, a spirituality that is lived in the midst of our ordinary lives 
and shared with a community of others on the same journey of life. In holiness, we discover the full 
meaning of the Incarnation – God so loves us, that he lives among us.  God is part of us in a way that 
we can begin to understand that our life has meaning.  It offers us the gift of hope, based on love 
that allows us to have faith and trust in our life-journey. 

         John Jennings 
                 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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                 St. Gertrude                Sts. Simon & Jude                                Mission Churches 
 

St. John the Baptist Parish 
105 Union St.  Woodstock, NB   E7M 2W4 

(506) 328-3306  E-Mail: sjbnb@rogers.com  Website: www.sjbwoodstock.com 
Facebook page :  http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1 

 

                                                                                   Mass Times: 
Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham              St. Gertrude:             Saturday 4:00 pm       
Parish Administrator:  Patricia Harding-Chase                                                        Sunday 11:00 am         
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey                                 Reconciliation   Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum                      St. Simon & Jude:         Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am -12:00 pm                     Reconciliation      Sunday 8:15-8:45 am 
 
October 09, 2022                                                                                          28th Sunday in Ordinary Time               
Saturday Oct. 08    4:00 pm St. Gertrude ………………………………………..….…..Parishioners 

Sunday Oct. 09     9:00 am St. Simon & Jude…………………………..………..Janice Morrison 
Sunday      Oct. 09    11:00 am St. Gertrude…………………………………………..……..Alphee Dube 
Monday                           Oct. 10     ……………………………………………………………………..………….……No Mass 
Tuesday Oct. 11     12:15 pm St. Gertrude……..Rosary, Everyone Welcome.….…No Mass 
Wednesday Oct. 12     9:00 am Adoration, 10:00 Mass St. Gertrude………………John Hallihan                          
Thursday Oct. 13     ………………….……………………………………………………………..……No Mass 
Friday Oct. 14     9:00 am St. Gertrude……………………….…..Annastasia Onyegbuchlem 
Saturday Oct. 15     4:00 pm St. Gertrude………………………………………..…..….Fr. Bill Weiss 

Sunday Oct. 16     9:00 am St. Simon & Jude…………………………..……..………Parishioners 

Sunday Oct. 16     11:00 am St. Gertrude…………………………………….…..……Dave Keenan 

 
Please have items for the bulletin by Wednesday. 

http://www.sjbwoodstock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1


 
 

Please pray for the sick:   
Nora Gagnon, Pat & Ed McGuire, Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, Anne Marie Voutour                   
Sarah Ann Wright, Brody Brown, Barb McIntosh, Reg & Ruby King, Cindy Ouellette                                
Eldon MacDonald, Carmelita Sacal (mother of Ides Villabeto), Stephen Wood, Chris Gaston 
For those who have died:    
James Paul, John Hallihan, Brent Collier 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request.            
All requests are confidential; no information is required.                                                                                                    
To have prayers said, call:  Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. Oct. 3, 2022  50/50 *Winner $712*  
Tickets are $2/week available at  Martin's Corner Store on Broadway or  Smart Stop Ultramar in 
Grafton Tickets must be purchased by 6 pm Sunday 

 
Ministries Schedule 

For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass  if you are a lector.                          
Please arrive ½ hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.  Please let Myrna or Ann 
know you are present to serve.  If unable to serve,  please let Myrna 328-9640 or Ann 382-8398  know 
in advance or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 
 
 

Date Time Lector  Eucharistic Hospitality Gift Bearer 

Oct 15 4:00 PM Vicki McLean Mike McCallum Barb Woodland 
Ninfa 
Blacquiere 

   Ides Villabeto   Gloria Yachyshen Neila Foster 

   Marg McCallum      

      

Oct 16 11:00 AM Jocelyn Keirstead Anne McEvoy Debi Rae Patricia Paul 

    Jack Keilty   Sharon Tenhave Carole Polchies 

    Moira Bowlin       

      

Oct 16 9:00 AM 1st Reading   Second Reading  Prayer of Faithful  

    Tom Jacqueline Tom  

 
 

 
SAINT TERESA OF AVILA - Feast October 15 

SAINT TERESA OF AVILA is known as the Patron Saint of headache sufferers because, on many 
occasions in her writings, she expressed the great migraines she experienced. Secondly, she is 
known as the Patron Saint of writers, especially Catholic writers because of the great skill she 
held and knack she had for writing.  As explained, she wrote on many occasions, which were 
very beneficial to the understanding of Catholic spirituality. She wrote many books such as: 'The 
Interior Castle' (1588), 'Way of Perfection', her autobiography and many more. Because of this 
great skill for writing, many people around the world believe that she guides them when writing 
and ask her for help, making her their patron. 

Do you know how to tell the difference between a BASILICA, a CATHEDRAL AND A SHRINE? 
(stmaryoldtown.org) 

BASILICA                                                                                                                                                                     
A basilica is an important church building designated by the Vatican because it carries significant 
historical, spiritual, and architectural qualities and attributes. The designation of a Minor Basilica 
is the highest permanent designation for a church building, and once a church is named a 
basilica, it cannot lose its basilica status. The three signs that a church has been named a basilica 
are the Ombrellino (umbrella), Tintinnabulum (Bells), and the Papal Cross Keys.                              
CATHEDRAL                                                                                                                                                                     
A cathedral is the home church for the bishop or archbishop of a diocese.  It takes its name from 
the bishop's chair, called a cathedra, in Latin. The cathedra represents the position and authority 
of the bishop, and the place where he resides in the territory of his jurisdiction. The bishop is the 
pastor of his cathedral parish and appoints a rector to manage its spiritual and temporal 
affairs.  It is the main church of a diocese and functions as a parish church within 
itself.                                                                                                                                                                            
SHRINE                                                                                                                                       
A shrine is a church or other sacred place where either a relic is preserved or where an 
apparition or historical event of faith has taken place. A shrine is typically designated to 
help foster devotion to a particular saint.  For example, the Basilica Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception (a basilica and a shrine) was built to foster devotion to our Blessed 
Mother in the United States, particularly since she is the patroness of America under the 
title of the Immaculate Conception.  Shrines are regulated by the local bishop, and national 
shrines are designated as such by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  

Can a church be a Basilica, a Cathedral and a Shrine?                                                                                       
Yes, a church can be a basilica, a cathedral, and a shrine or any combination of those three.               
For instance, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
Baltimore, Maryland is not only a basilica and a shrine, but also the co-cathedral of the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore and the first Catholic cathedral in the United States. 

mailto:jkeirstead21@gmail.com
http://americasfirstcathedral.org/


SAINT JOHN XX111 - Feast October 11 (Franciscan Media) 

Although few people had as great an impact on the 20th century as Pope John XXIII, he avoided the 
limelight as much as possible. Indeed, one writer has noted that his “ordinariness” seems one of his 
most remarkable qualities.                                                                                                                                                                        
The firstborn son of a farming family in Sotto il Monte, near Bergamo in northern Italy, Angelo 
Giuseppe Roncalli was always proud of his down-to-earth roots. In Bergamo’s diocesan seminary, he 
joined the Secular Franciscan Order.                                                                                                                                                            
After his ordination in 1904, Fr. Roncalli returned to Rome for canon law studies. He soon worked as 
his bishop’s secretary, Church history teacher in the seminary, and as publisher of the diocesan 
paper. His service as a stretcher-bearer for the Italian army during World War I gave him a firsthand 
knowledge of war. In 1921, Fr. Roncalli was made national director in Italy of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith. He also found time to teach patristics at a seminary in the Eternal City.     

In 1925, he became a papal diplomat, serving first in Bulgaria, then in Turkey, and finally in France. 
During World War II, he became well acquainted with Orthodox Church leaders. With the help of 
Germany’s ambassador to Turkey, Archbishop Roncalli helped save an estimated 24,000 Jewish 
people. Named a cardinal and appointed patriarch of Venice in 1953, he was finally a residential 
bishop. A month short of entering his 78th year, Cardinal Roncalli was elected pope, taking the name 
John after his father and the two patrons of Rome’s cathedral, St. John Lateran. Pope John took his 
work very seriously but not himself. His wit soon became proverbial, and he began meeting with 
political and religious leaders from around the world. In 1962, he was deeply involved in efforts to 
resolve the Cuban missile crisis. 

His most famous encyclicals were Mother and Teacher (1961) and Peace on Earth (1963). Pope John 
XXIII enlarged the membership in the College of Cardinals and made it more international. At his 
address at the opening of the Second Vatican Council, he criticized the “prophets of doom” who “in 
these modern times see nothing but prevarication and ruin.” Pope John XXIII set a tone for the 
Council when he said, “The Church has always opposed… errors. Nowadays, however, the Spouse of 
Christ prefers to make use of the medicine of mercy rather than that of severity.”    

On his deathbed, Pope John said: “It is not that the gospel has changed; it is that we have begun to 
understand it better. Those who have lived as long as I have…were enabled to compare different 
cultures and traditions, and know that the moment has come to discern the signs of the times, to 
seize the opportunity and to look far ahead.”  “Good Pope John” died on June 3, 1963. St. John Paul II 
beatified him in 2000, and Pope Francis canonized him in 2014. 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, an annual campaign to raise awareness of this 
complex disease and fund research into its causes, treatment, and cure.                                                              
Since 1985, individuals, businesses, and communities have come together every October to 
show their support for the many people affected by breast cancer.                                                                    
Breast Cancer Awareness Month can be a time to reflect, give back, or even celebrate. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food Bank 
St. Simon and St. Jude Church donated 194 lb. of food to the Food Bank for a value of $622.74. 
Thank you very much to everyone who kindly contributed. 
 
Cemetery Meeting 
St. Joseph’s will hold a Cemetery Meeting on October 23, 2022 at 2 pm at the church. 
 

   Rosary                     Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Everyone is welcome at St. Gertrude’s Church every Tuesday @ 12:15 to pray the rosary. 
 
The purpose of the rosary is to help us meditate on the great mysteries of our salvation.                   
Pius XII called it a compendium of the gospel. The main focus is on Jesus—his birth, life, death, and 
resurrection. The Our Fathers reminds us that Jesus’ Father is the initiator of salvation. The Hail Mary 
reminds us to join with Mary in contemplating these mysteries. They also make us aware that Mary 
was and is intimately joined with her Son in all the mysteries of his earthly and heavenly existence. 
‘The Glory Be’ reminds us that the purpose of all life is the glory of the Trinity.  

Ukrainian Peace Prayer                                                                                                                          

Heavenly Father, Your Son taught us “Blessed are the Peacemakers for they shall be called Children 

of God.”                                                                                                                                                                         

In this time of great worry, we fervently pray that Your Holy Spirit sustain all the people of Ukraine 

to be vigilant and dedicated to peace and justice. Grant their leaders wisdom and prudence. Yet, 

may they also have the strength and perseverance to defend their land from all adversity and 

foreign attacks. Help us all to live according to your Divine Will.  

O God, our Father, in the days to come, we beseech you to comfort the suffering, heal the wounded, 

and accept the souls of the faithful departed into Your Heavenly Kingdom. We ask also that the 

Most Holy Mother of God extend her blessed mantle of protection over the Ukraine. Amen. 



Offertory October 1/2, 2022 

 St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas 

    
Loose 174 30  
Envelops 943 924 50 
PAD 1,392 222 77 
Candles  30  
E-Transfer 120 100 __ 

 2629 1306 127 
    

Evangelization of Nations 205 St. Bonaventure 30 
Lynn lake 260 Global South 32 
Little Church 10  30 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. JAMES UNITED CHURCH, WOODSTOCK                                                                                 
FALL FASHION SHOW  
Saturday, October 15th, 2 pm, tickets $10.00 each, available, in advance, at both 'Fashion Today' 
clothing store (328-9123) and St James United Church Office (328-6114)  
FALL CHURCH SUPPER 
Thursday, October 20th (more information to follow on this event).  
 
CATHOLIC NEWS: 
* Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (www.cccb.ca) 

* Diocese of Saint John + New Freeman (www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org) 

* Vatican News ( www.vaticannews.va) 

* Catholic News Agency (www.catholicnewsagency.com) 

* National Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org) 

* The Catholic Register (www.catholicregister.org) 

* Our Sunday Visitor (www.osvnews.com) 

* The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org 

* Catholic World Report (www.catholicworldreport.com 
 

Restore Communication                                                                            

You will discover new ways to love, listen and share with each other…with the Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter. A weekend is scheduled for October 28, 29, 30, 2022 at Villa Madonna in 
Rothesay N.B. Call Ron and Joanne Arsenault at 506 451-8489 for more information and to 
apply prior to October 15th or email us at renewmarriage@gmail.com 

    MINISTRY    Are you interested in helping at the masses on the 
weekend?  There are many ways in which you can take part in the liturgies through a 
ministry.  This ministry might take place before mass, during mass, or even outside of the mass.  

Some examples:   

Ministries before mass-- hospitality (greeting people as they come in to the church, especially 
visitors/new parishioners), sacristan (prepares the altar and other items for the Mass).   

Ministries during mass-- music (singing, instruments-for adults and children), altar serving           
( adults and children), procession (leading the procession at beginning/end of mass, carrying the 
cross or candles, adults and children), lectors (reads scripture passages, Prayers of the Faithful), 
eucharistic (assists in serving communion), collector (collects offertory, adults and children, 
male and female), gift bearers (families, single persons), usher (leads people to seats or assists 
people with mobility challenges), sound/video tech/photography (controls sound system, 
Facebook feed/photos for special celebrations).                                                                                                                                                                    

Ministries outside of mass time:  art and environment (decorating altar and church for special 
holidays/seasons), Prayers of the Faithful (writing, composing prayers),                                    
linens (laundering/ironing linens and other cloths used in the mass), sewing/banner creation 
(for special celebrations, decorating for sacraments). 

These are just some examples of how you could respond to this request for your involvement in 
our liturgical celebrations.  If you are interested or have questions please speak to Father Martin 
and/or the members of the parish liturgical committee:  Mary Hanson, Myrna Keenan, Anne 
McEvoy, Marjorie Allison-Ross, Debi Rae, Patricia Paul, Pam Grant, and at Sts. Simon and Jude--
Deb Albert and Pat Lawson. 

Interested persons will receive training, encouragement and support for the ministry they have 
chosen to be involved in.  Please take some time to pray and discern if God is calling you to be 
involved in our liturgical celebrations.  

   Thank you.      St. John the Baptist Liturgy Committee 
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