
 
Our Sacred Stories 

 
Conversion: Seeking, Questioning & the Invitation of Jesus 

 
 Zacchaeus was a happy man.  In the story found in Luke’s Gospel, he is portrayed as an 
enthusiastic fellow who was searching for something – a seeker (Luke 19:1-10).  This is the root of all 
conversion.  It begins with searching.  In order to change anything, we first have to be questioning 
the status quo.  We first have to be looking for another way to do something or be something. 

In the story of Zacchaeus, we find two types of people.  First of all, there is Zacchaeus 
himself.  Luke seems to go out of his way to offer details about him.  He describes him as short in 
stature.  He had lots of things that were blocking his ability to see what he was searching for.  At the 
same time, Luke presents him as wanting to see Jesus.  Something about Jesus had moved him to 
want to seek him out and connect with him.  He was a man with many questions.  With all that 
blocked him in his quest, he used his enthusiasm and inquisitiveness to go out of his way to see the 
object of his searching, his questioning. 

The story in Luke has a second type of person.  The crowd are portrayed as being an obstacle 
for the seeker, for Zacchaeus.  More importantly, Luke describes how they grumbled because 
Zacchaeus was regarded as a sinner.  The presumption might be that he was different from them 
since they had it all together.  Unlike Zacchaeus, they had no question only certainty.  As far as they 
were concerned, they did not need to change in any way.  And in their minds that sinner simply 
could not change.  Thus, for Jesus to go to the house of this sinner was just wrong. 

So what?  Zacchaeus went out of his way, in his quest to answer the questions he had about 
Jesus.  In response, Jesus invited him to come closer.  In fact, he came directly to the man and 
entered his house to dine with him – for Zacchaeus had questions.  He was seeking.  Jesus did not go 
to the crowd.  He left them grumbling – for the crowd had not questions.   They were not searching 
for a change of heart, because they saw no need for it. 

This is a story of a conversion.  Jesus in message and mission invites those who would follow, 
those who would be disciples to have a change of heart.  In order to experience such a change, we 
have to recognize that things are not yet right with us, we need to change.  Conversion is that 
process by which we turn our lives around, to become someone new.  As in the story of Zacchaeus, 
such a conversion begins with questions and wondering about them. 

This conversion, as a disciple of Jesus, is a life-long process.  Our life constantly takes us 
through new experiences, we will constantly find ourselves wondering about how to understand.  If 
we cannot recognize that there are always questions, we will be like the crowd – thinking we have 
it all together and have no need to be touched by Jesus’ ongoing invitation. 
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                                                                                   Mass Times: 
Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham              St. Gertrude:             Saturday 4:00 pm       
Parish Administrator:  Patricia Harding-Chase                                                        Sunday 11:00 am         
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey                                 Reconciliation   Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum                      St. Simon & Jude:         Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am - 2:00 pm                    Reconciliation         Sunday 8:15-8:45 am 
 
October 30, 2022                                                                                          31th Sunday in Ordinary Time     
           
Saturday Oct. 29 4:00 pm St. Gertrude.…..……..…Nenita Patrocenio Argawanon Sr. 
Sunday              Oct. 30        9:00 am St Simon & Jude………………………..….….…....…Parishioners 
Sunday              Oct. 30       11:00 am St. Gertrude…………..…………………..…………Randy Paul Jr. 
Monday            Oct. 31        …………………………………………………………………..…….……….…No Mass 
Tuesday             Nov. 01        12:15 pm St. Gertrude……. Rosary……….….….…………..……No Mass 
Tuesday Nov. 01 5:30 Adoration, 6:30 Mass St. Simon & Jude.…....Janice Morrison 
Wednesday       Nov. 02        9:00 am Adoration, 10:00 Mass St. Gertrude..……..…Howard Paul 
Thursday           Nov. 03       12:15 pm St. Gertrude…………………………………………John Gallagher                     
Friday                Nov. 04        9:00 am St. Gertrude………………..…………………….……...Joe McGuire 
Saturday           Nov. 05        4:00 pm St. Gertrude…………..…..………………………..……Parishioners 
Sunday             Nov. 06 9:00 am St. Simon & Jude……………………………..…….Vicky Guerrera 
Sunday              Nov. 06       11:00 am St. Gertrude………………………………....……Charles Keenan 

. 
Please submit items for the bulletin by Wednesday. 

 

http://www.sjbwoodstock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1


Please pray for the sick:   
Nora Gagnon, Pat & Ed McGuire, Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann 
Wright, Brody Brown, Barb McIntosh, Reg & Ruby King, Cindy Ouellette, Eldon MacDonald, Peter 
Laforest, Stephen Wood, Chris Gaston, Carmelita Sacal, Laurie Nowlan, Lori Young, Kevin Richard, 
Sophie Tarry 
For those who have died:    
Elidio Custodio, Bob Innes, Brian Mahoney, Barbara Oviatt 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request.            All 
requests are confidential; no information is required.                                                                                                    
To have prayers said, call:  Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. Oct. 24, 2022  50/50 *Winner $ 696.00 *                                
Tickets are $2/week available at  Martin's Corner Store on Broadway or  Smart Stop Ultramar in 
Grafton Tickets must be purchased by 6 pm Sunday 

 
Ministries Schedule 

For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass if you are a lector.                                        
Please arrive ½ hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.  Please let Myrna or Ann 
know you are present to serve.  If unable to serve, please let Myrna 328-9640 or Ann 382-8398  know 
in advance or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 
 

Date Time Lector Eucharistic Hospitality Gift Bearer 

Nov 05 4:00 PM Loraine Stone 
Marjorie              

Allison-Ross 
Veronica 
Steeves Nelia Foster 

   Gerry Crawford  Barb Woodland 
Ninfa 

Blacquiere 

   Marg McCallum    

Nov 06 11:00 AM 
Kristine Anne 

Miguel Paula Arrais YOUTH 
Dustin & 
Shakira 

   Family Liam Miguel   
Culberson & 

Family 

   Mass Youth     

Nov 06 9:00 AM First Reading Second Reading 
Prayers of the 

Faithful  

  Sally Paulette Paulette  

 

 

 

 

mailto:jkeirstead21@gmail.com


Harvest Supper and Fundraising   

  Property and Finance Council (PFC) and its Fundraising Committee have decided that the Harvest Supper 

will not be held by our Parish this Fall.                                                                                                                                      

In these times of financial difficulties, we will certainly miss the $10,000 proceeds from past years.                                                                                                                                  

Instead, the PFC is planning smaller fundraising efforts with the hopes to involve parishioners throughout 

the year.  The first project is now underway and you will be hearing more details very soon.                                

Please be generous with your time when and if you are called to help out.                                                                  

We also welcome your input and suggestions on future fundraisers.  We appreciate your financial support 

to our Parish and look forward to successful fundraising efforts that will also provide time for fellowship 

and fun.                                                                                                                                                                           

Questions or suggestions………….... contact the Parish Office or PFC Chair Marg McCallum 328-9715 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

St Gertrude’s Annual Memorial Service                                                                      

Sunday, November 20, 2022, at 2 PM 

The St Gertrude’s Bereavement Ministry invites you to attend the upcoming Memorial Service to be held 

at the Woodstock First Nation Gymnasium. If you have a loved one that you would like to have 

remembered in this service, please contact Sharon Tenhave at shtenhave@hotmail.com or 375-6800.  

The Memorial Service consists of Music, Prayer, Scripture, Reflection, deceased people’s names being 

read aloud and lighting a candle to remember the loved one(s). We invite you to bring a photo or 

memento of your loved one and place it next to the candle on the Memorial Table. Immediately after the 

Service, light refreshments will be served. 

 

The following people are members of the St. Gertrude’s Bereavement Ministry Committee: Fr. Martin 

Arputham, Ron and Carol MacDonald, Patricia Paul, Doris Markey, Carole Polchies, Lynn Patterson, Gaynelle 

Sharkey, Dorothy Foster, Sharon Tenhave, Jocelyn Keirstead, Wanda Porter, Mary Hanson, Barb Woodland, 

Gladys Dalton, Heidi Steeves and Marjorie Allison-Ross. If you have any questions, feel free to speak to any 

of the members. We would welcome more people to this ministry. 

 

This Ministry which consists of the Visitation for Funeral Preparation, Prayers at the Funeral Home, Funeral 

Reception, Visitation to Bereaved Person, Memorial Service and Support Group. If interested, please 

contact the Parish Office at 328-3306, Sharon Tenhave at 375-6800 or Marjorie Allison-Ross at 328-8249. 

Thank You. 

 

        

 

Multi-Generational Faith Formation                                                                    

All parishioners ages 4 and up are invited to join us                                                                                       
Sunday, November 6th from 10:00 – 10:50 at St. Gertrude’s Church Hall                                                         

for a Multi-Generational Faith Formation gathering. 

You will experience a sample of this type of faith formation, including a fun, faith-filled activity 
for children and adults alike, and be given an opportunity to offer feedback and volunteer to help with 
future weekly gatherings. We hope that this will be the start that we need to revive faith formation at    

St. Gertrude’s Church.  Following this gathering, there will be a youth mass at the church commencing at 
11:00 am. We are excited to welcome children, parents, grandparents, and parishioners to celebrate 

Mass. Come, grab a coffee/tea/juice/snack, and participate in this important part of our faith 
journey.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Pray the Rosary                                                                                                   
Every Tuesday at 12:15, St. Gertrude’s Church. Everyone is welcome. 

…………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Singspiration                                                                                                                                                               

Sts. Simon and Jude Church will be hosting a Singspiration on October 30th at 4:00 pm.  Come join us for an 
afternoon of music followed by a potluck dinner and fellowship to celebrate Sts. Simon and Jude Feast 

Day.  Everyone is welcome!!  Please spread the word. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - SHOEBOXES.  

This is a hands-on project that brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around the world 

through gift-filled boxes packed by YOU.                                                                                                                   

Please pick up your boxes (we have a limited number this year) at two tables at the back of the Church. Be 

sure to have a LABEL (found on back of brochure, 'How to Pack a Shoebox') identifying either a boy or girl 

(checking off appropriate age group) for your box.                                                                                              

Remember, also, to include an envelope with $10.00 in your shoe box. This fee covers costs for 

transportation and processing here and in the receiving countries. DO NOT SEAL CLOSED THE BOX.             

Check the list (found on each table) for gift suggestions, by age, for shoe boxes.                                                  

Please DO NOT INCLUDE the list of items unacceptable as gifts.                                                                             

RETURN DATE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13. Boxes may be returned to the Church (please place on long 

table at back of Church) or the Parish Office.  

 

Welcome…   We are happy to introduce Patricia Harding-Chase (Trish) as our Parish Administrator. 

Trish has been working with Diane in the office since September. Diane has been a valuable support to us 

since her retirement and she is now ready to enjoy her time at home.                                                                                           

Thank you to Diane and Welcome to Trish. 



Offertory October 22/23, 2022 

  St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas 
     
Loose 172 5  
Envelopes 1,085 349  
PAD 1,392 222 77 
Candles  65  
E-Transfer 20 __ __ 
  2669 641 77 
     
Calvary Cemetery  Poor and Needy 5 
Evangelization of Nations  St. Bonaventure  
Lynn lake 250 Global South 17 
Little Church 6 Dev & Peace 20 

 

Development and Peace-Caritas Canada @ 55                                                            

Did you know that this October marks the 55th anniversary of Development and Peace - Caritas Canada? 

That means we have been fighting to give a voice to our marginalized sisters and brothers in the Global 

South since 1967!                                                                                                          

But none of our work would have been possible without our members’ support. Thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts!                                                                                                  

For our 55th anniversary, several members and partners expressed their wishes for Development and 

Peace in a video which is embedded in this special newsletter issued to highlight our 55 years of fighting 

injustices: Join the celebration!                                                                                                                                  

FOODBANK DONATIONS: Nationally, food insecurity is up 35% and 1/3 are children.  And this area 

is included in this national average....  and the shelves are not full. Please if you are able, donate to the 

Food bank.  At Sts. Simon and Jude Church, we bring goods during the month and on the first Sunday of 

each month the collection is taken to Woodstock by faithful volunteer Trevor Ridley. Again, if you are 

able, please donate…with thanks and gratitude for what you have to share. .                                                         

Food Bank                                                                                                                                                                                     

St Gertrude’s Church donated 106 pounds of food to the Food Bank for a value of $275.60.                             

Thank you to everyone who kindly contributed. 

Helping Hands Guide                                                                                                                

The new ‘Helping Hands Guide 2022’ for the Upper River Valley is ready. The guide lists community 

programs and services, Nackawic to Plaster Rock. To receive a digital copy by email, you may contact      

Valley Family Resource Centre @ 506 325-2299  or the Parish Office @ 506 328-3306 

 

 

MINISTRY    Are you interested in helping at the masses on the weekend?  There are many ways in 

which you can take part in the liturgies through a ministry.  This ministry might take place before mass, 
during mass, or even outside of the mass.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Ministries before mass-- hospitality (greeting people as they come in to the church, especially 
visitors/new parishioners), sacristan (prepares the altar and other items for the 
Mass).                                                                                                                             
Ministries during mass-- music (singing, instruments-for adults and children), altar serving           ( adults 
and children), procession (leading the procession at beginning/end of mass, carrying the cross or candles, 
adults and children), lectors (reads scripture passages, Prayers of the Faithful), eucharistic (assists in 
serving communion), collector (collects offertory, adults and children, male and female), gift bearers 
(families, single persons), usher (leads people to seats or assists people with mobility challenges), 
sound/video tech/photography (controls sound system, Facebook feed/photos for special 
celebrations).                                                                                                                                                                   
Ministries outside of mass time:  art and environment (decorating altar and church for special 
holidays/seasons), Prayers of the Faithful (writing, composing prayers), linens (laundering/ironing linens 
and other cloths used in the mass), sewing/banner creation (for special celebrations, decorating for 
sacraments).                                                                                                                                                               
These are just some examples of how you could respond to this request for your involvement in our 
liturgical celebrations.  If you are interested or have questions please speak to Father Martin and/or the 
members of the parish liturgical committee:  Mary Hanson, Myrna Keenan, Anne McEvoy, Marjorie 
Allison-Ross, Debi Rae, Patricia Paul, Pam Grant, and at Sts. Simon and Jude--Deb Albert and Pat Lawson.                
Interested persons will receive training, encouragement, and support for the ministry they have chosen to 
be involved in.  Please take some time to pray and discern if God is calling you to be involved in our 
liturgical celebrations.            Thank you.      St. John the Baptist Liturgy Committee 

Nov 1st:  All Saints' Day, also known as, the Feast of All Saints, the Feast of All Hallows, All Hallows' Day, is 
a Christian solemnity celebrated in honour of all the saints of the church, whether they are known or 
unknown. Hallows means holy. The evening before All Saints’ Day, Oct 31, is also called All Hallows Eve 
which since has become Hallowe’en.  Children (and adults) dress up as their favorite saint or their 
favorite hero who fight against evil or gruesome monsters showing mockery and no fear of evil.  It is good 
to tell the children what Halloween means. 
 
Nov 2nd   All Soul’s Day is a day we pray for all the souls who have gone before us. Our soul needs to be 
purified of all specks even if we pass in the state of grace.  The souls in purgatory, where we are purified, 
rely on our prayers for their souls to be completely made ready for eternal peace and joy in the heavenly 
kingdom. 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/devpeace?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXJV9ETH91uxR058SXLIuL6FE4nVyfHWLnXp9XUAJBAYOb9K6F_2Vsqiyt_0Np8IMT4xL9cJIo8XXN0uorEeRJoi4mlN1rPzpZuyWclDrK4S9FP8HqRcwuXoCNrcYQKnjRmiTCgp0N8QcxeD3xEMpGTbzOQUri076Bi2FkQ3jpk-KFPDzW8Gv_WRiM2S7qVRqA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.devp.org%2Ffr%2Fcivicrm%2Fmailing%2Fview%3Fid%3D621%26reset%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Caogbe%40devp.org%7C17b361c548394cba0e6e08dab36216c7%7C0c1bd799874b4d7ab4424e9353c4d591%7C0%7C0%7C638019531170154354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V20QlPC6Nucy8R8CK8Zx3tn9sSH5%2BCVMU1eUfjm2Joc%3D&reserved=0

