
Our Sacred Stories 
 

Waiting Around in Advent 
 

 Waiting is never easy.  Whether it is in a hospital waiting room, an airport, a bus stop or simply to 
meet with a long-absent friend.  It is hard to be patient when we do not know when or what is coming.  I am 
sure that first-time parents have a tough time waiting for the arrival of their first (and even later) little ones.  
There are lots of questions, many uncertainties, and a fair share of anxieties.  How do we wait and how do we 
prepare? 
 
 Our ancestors in the faith, the first generations of Christians, lived in expectations that the promised 
Kingdom of God would soon come in its fullness.  They were waiting for God’s Advent which seemed to them 
imminent.  As so often, the waiting seemed long and they sought to know “WHEN”.   

This is reflected in Matthew’s Gospel (chapter 24).  Matthew captures the questions of the disciples 
and Jesus’s response.  In Matthew’s telling of the story, he presents us with many of the Old Testament’s (e.g. 
in Daniel) apocalyptic images, events of destruction, persecution, threats and challenges.  The early Christians 
were already experiencing some of these images and we can see this expressed in the Book of Revelation. 

What the Gospels relate expresses the core message of Jesus – the Kingdom of God is among you.  
Those apocalyptic images drawn from the Old Testament are meant to promise a transformation of all Creation 
into the full and completed Kingdom of God.  This Kingdom is to be a world marked by love, by peace and by 
justice, healing, and reconciliation for all peoples.  The “Coming of the Son of Man” will see for all peoples and 
generations what Jesus revealed by word and action. 

As Matthew puts it, the question of “when” is not answerable.  We are told to “stay awake” and “be 
ready” for the “Coming”, or what is sometime called “the Day of the Lord” when the created world will end and 
Jesus will come in glory as judge of all the world.  This very literal reading is tempting and it leads us, like the 
early Christians to all kinds of questions of when and how this “Coming” might occur. 

But the “Coming” or “Day” may be read in a different more present way.  It refers to something much 
closer to the Incarnation.  God has already come and shares our humanity in Jesus.  God’s reign is already 
among us and we live with the spirit of Jesus in each and every human being.  To “stay awake” and “be ready” 
is all about awareness.  It is to be open to recognizing this ever-present God that we meet in one another and in 
every moment of our day. 

 
We live between two Advents.  The first was the Incarnation and the gift of Jesus the Christ.  With that 

“Coming” we realized that our humanity and all Creation is filled with the Spirit and life of our loving God. We 
encounter our life-giving God of love in every person, every experience.  This is to live in a way that honours 
and respects the whole of creation.  We are to build a world marked by love, harmony, peace, freedom, and 
justice.   To do this is to “stay awake” and “be ready” in our day.  Between two Advents, we are in fact, building 
the second Advent, every moment of our lives.  In the last Book of the New Testament John gives us a view of 
God’s Dream in the Second Advent: 

 
 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth….  He will make his home among them; 
 they shall be his people, and he will be their God….  He will wipe away all tears from 
 their eyes; there will be no more death and no more mourning or sadness.  The world 
 of the past has gone…. Now I am making the whole of creation new.  (Revelation 21:3) 
 
John Jennings 
1st Sunday of Advent          
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                                                                                   Mass Times: 
Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham    St. Gertrude:                  Saturday 4:00 pm       
Parish Administrator:  Patricia Harding-Chase                                                              Sunday 11:00 am         
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey   Reconciliation                 Saturday 3-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum   St. Simon & Jude:          Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Reconciliation  Sunday    8:15-8:45 am 
 

Masks are recommended as a precaution and are available at the church entrances. 
 

November 27, 2022     1st Sunday of Advent                                      
 
Saturday Nov. 26 4:00 pm St. Gertrude .... St. Christopher & Our Lady of the Highways 
Sunday              Nov. 27        9:00 am St. Simon & Jude ............................................ Brenda Nason 
Sunday              Nov. 27       11:00 am St. Gertrude ................................ Eugene and Mary Bowlin 
Monday            Nov. 28        …………………………………………………………………..…….……….… .... No Mass 
Tuesday             Nov. 29        12:15 pm St. Gertrude……Rosary……Led by CWL………….… ... No Mass 
Wednesday       Nov. 30        9:00 am, Adoration, 10:00 Mass St. Gertrude…..……….…Parishioners 
Thursday           Dec. 01    12:15 pm St Gertrude .....................................  Jeannie Doran & DFM             
Friday          Dec. 02      9:00 am St. Gertrude ....................... Edwin, Arthur, Lina, Greta Stiles  
Saturday               Dec. 03       4:00 pm St. Gertrude ...................................................... Parishioners 
Sunday             Dec. 04 9:00 am St. Simon & Jude ................................................ Carolyn Roy 
Sunday              Dec. 04      11:00 am St. Gertrude………………… .................. Hattie Culbert & DFM 
 

Fr. Martin is available to visit your home, to offer a blessing or to participate in a special occasion. 
Please call the Parish Office @ 506 328-3306 to make arrangements. 

 
Please submit items for the bulletin by Wednesday. 

http://www.sjbwoodstock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1


 

Please pray for the sick:   
Nora Gagnon, Pat & Ed McGuire, Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann Wright, 
Brody Brown, Barb McIntosh, Reg & Ruby King, Cindy Ouellette, Eldon MacDonald, Peter Laforest, Stephen 
Wood, Chris Gaston, Carmelita Sacal, Lori Young, Frank Lipsett, Carol MacDonald, Patricia MacNeil 
Please pray for those who have died:   Laurie Nowlan 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request.                                 
All requests are confidential; no information is required.                                                                                                     
To have prayers said, call:  Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. Nov. 21, 2022…50/50 *Non-Winner, $427.00*                                
Tickets are $2/week available at Martin’s Corner Store on Broadway or Smart Stop Ultramar in Grafton. 

Tickets must be purchased by 6 pm Sunday. 

 
Ministries Schedule 

For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass if you are a lector.                                        
Please arrive ½ hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.                                                                  

Please let Myrna or Ann know you are present to serve.                                                                                                                                                                     
If unable to serve, please let Myrna 328-9640, Ann 328-8398, or Bernadette 575-2151… know in advance 

or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 
 

Date Time Lector Eucharistic Hospitality  

Dec 03 4:00 PM Loraine Stone Marjorie Allison-Ross Veronica Steeves  

   Gerry Crawford  Gloria Yachyshen  

   Barb Woodland    

Dec 04 11:00 AM The Filipino Community will be serving all Ministries. 

       

        

Dec 04 9:00 AM First Reading Second Reading Prayers of the Faithful  

  Dilys Rita Rita  

      
 

* Diocese of Saint John + New Freeman (www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org)                                                                                                                                          

* Vatican News ( www.vaticannews.va)                                                                                                                                                           

* Catholic News Agency (www.catholicnewsagency.com)                                                                                                                                         

* Catholic World Report (www.catholicworldreport.com 

* National Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org) 

* The Catholic Register (www.catholicregister.org) 

* Our Sunday Visitor (www.osvnews.com) 

* The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – SHOEBOXES 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our annual 'Operation Christmas Child - Shoebox' program. 
Since this project began in 1993, more than 198 million children in more than 170 countries and territories have 
received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. Shoeboxes from Canada, this year, will be going to the 
countries of El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica in Central America and to the countries of Senegal, The 
Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Guinea, and Sierra Leone in West Africa as well as to the Philippines and Ukraine.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
VIRTUAL ADVENT MISSION:   

 

On December 5-7, Bishop Riesbeck will preach a three-day Advent Mission on the theme of, “The Great Commission.” 
Diving into Jesus’ call to “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,” this Mission will help equip people first 
to know Jesus, to grow with him as his disciples and in community with one another, and finally to go to the 
peripheries, spreading the Good News to all we meet and inviting people into a life-changing relationship with Jesus 
and his Church.                                                                                                                                                                                        
The mission will be broadcast live each evening between 6:30 pm and 8:00 pm from St. Mary’s Church (St. Marguerite 
Bourgeoys Parish) in the Miramichi Region. To foster fraternity and enter into this Advent mission in a spirit of prayer 
and community, please consider organizing in groups and watching together. To join the mission virtually 
email nmazerolle@dioceseofsaintjohn.org to register. 
 

                                                 Ukrainian Peace Prayer                                                                                                                                                                  

Heavenly Father, Your Son taught us “Blessed are the Peacemakers for they shall be called Children of God.”                  

In this time of great worry, we fervently pray that Your Holy Spirit sustain all the people of Ukraine to be vigilant and 

dedicated to peace and justice. Grant their leaders, wisdom, and prudence. Yet, may they also have the strength and 

perseverance to defend their land from all adversity and foreign attacks.                                                                                

Help us all to live according to your Divine Will. O God, our Father, in the days to come, we beseech you to comfort the 

suffering, heal the wounded, and accept the souls of the faithful departed into Your Heavenly Kingdom.                              

We ask also that the Most Holy Mother of God extend her blessed mantle of protection over Ukraine.     Amen 

  St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas 

Loose 172.40 95   
Envelopes 1,305 305 40 

PAD 1,392 222 77 

Candles      
E-Transfer    

Totals 2,869.40 622 117 

        
Calvary Cemetery   Canadian Church   

Evangelization of Nations   Retired Priests/Seminarians  

Lynn lake 250 Global South 42 

Little Church 14.55 Development /Peace   

Poor and Needy 100 Memorials 260  

Parish Offertory: November 19/20 

$4,274.95 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

The CWL is once again selling Christmas Sweet Trays.                                    

The cost is $30 for a generous 3 dozen delicious sweets.                                    

There are sign-up sheets at the back and side entrances of the Church.                            

Please place your order before December 10th.                                                            

Dates for pick up will be Dec 17th and 18th after Mass.                                    

Thank you from St. Gertrude's CWL 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS KETTLE CAMPAIGN 2022                                                    

The Salvation Army is looking for volunteers for their 2022 Kettle Campaign that runs from late November through to 

December 24th.  If you would like to volunteer, please call Majors Angel and Marlene Sandoval at 506-328-8276.                                                                      

CYV COAT DRIVE- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022                                                                    

'Share the Warmth Coat Drive' is an initiative at CYV Chevrolet. The public is asked to drop off their donations of 

gently used coats to the car dealership at 324 Connell Street, in Woodstock, during business hours (8 am - 6 pm most 

weekdays (7 pm on Monday and Friday) and Saturdays from 8 am - 4 pm. Their partner, New System Laundry, and 

Cleaners Ltd., have offered to dry clean the coats before they are shared with Valley Food Bank, Sanctuary House and 

others in need. Please bring in your donations by Thursday, December 1, 2022 

Light a Memory Tree                                                                                                                                                                 
We remember in prayer our deceased family members and friends.  Anyone wishing to have someone included 
in the Book of Memorials should complete the form below and put in an envelope with the offertory collection.  
These memorials will be included on the Light a Memory Tree during the Advent and Christmas Season.               
Please have these in by December 3/4. (St. Gertrude’s)                                                                                                                   

Name: ________________________________Envelope # ______________Amount: _________________  

In Memory of: 

         SEASON OF ADVENT                                                                                 

The season of Advent begins this weekend, November 26/27.                                            
Mark your calendar for these upcoming celebrations and activities.                                        

  Mitten Tree                                                                                                                                                                                           
A Mitten Tree will be set up at the main Church entrance (St. Gertrude’s). You can 
decorate it with knitted mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats.  These will be donated to 
local schools in the new year for children to use.  If you don't knit, you can make a 
donation and put a paper mitten on the tree.  Any funds collected will be donated to local schools along 
with the knitted items.                                                                                                                                                                                     

  Light A Memory Tree                                                                                                                                                      
Names of deceased family members and friends will be placed on the Light A Memory Tree at the front of 
the church (St. Gertrude).  Complete the form in the bulletin, including the names of your memorials, and 
place in the offertory collection.  Names will also be in the Book of Memorials throughout Advent and 
Christmas.                                                                                                                                                                                     
Please have your memorial names submitted by December 4th.                                                                                                                                                                 

    Lighting the Crèche                                                                                                                                                
You are welcome to join in the ceremony for Lighting the Creche on Saturday, Nov. 26,                                

beginning at 3:30 pm, just before the 4 pm Mass (St. Gertrude).                                                                                   
The ceremony includes a short procession to the Creche and some prayers as the Creche is lighted. 

Donations to Food Bank/Charities                                                                                                                                                 

Donations to the Food Bank are greatly appreciated and needed at this time. Place 

your food items in the food box or on the wagons at the main Church entrance (St. 

Gertrude's).                                                                                                                                                                         

Advent Reconciliation                                                                                                                                                       

Sun. Dec. 11, 6-7 pm (St. Gertrude’s)                                                                                                                                        

Tues. Dec. 13, 6:30 pm (St. Simon & St. Jude)                                                                                                                                                                                                 

  Advent Reflections Materials…On display at the Church entrance. Materials are available for all ages. 

Mass Schedule for Christmas                                                                                                                                             

Friday, December 23  St. Thomas of Canterbury @ 7 pm                                                                                                         

Saturday, December 24  St. Gertrude @ 4 pm and @ 9:30 pm                                                                         

Saturday, December 24  St. Simon and St. Jude @ 7:30 pm                                                                   

Sunday, December 25  St. Gertrude @ 11 am 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO BECOME A MEMBER AND ENTER THE CONTEST TO WIN A TRIP TO MONTREAL DURING 

LENT.  ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS SCAN THE QR CODE ON THE MEMBERSHIP CARD ON THE POSTER AT YOUR 

CHURCH, OR GO ONLINE TO DEVP.ORG AND CLICK ON THE “BECOME A MEMBER” LINK,                                                       

OR COMPLETE THE CARD AND MAIL TO DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE.                                                                                         

THE DEADLINE TO ENTER THE CONTEST IS FRIDAY, DEC. 2. 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhalloween-fun.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fchristmas%2520clipart%2FReligious%2520Christmas%2520Star%2520Clipart_11.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhalloween-fun.net%2Freligious-christmas-star-clipart%2F&docid=jPvnqz4qJ95zpM&tbnid=Apvpr67yyZyNWM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwjt58rFsPLeAhUqWN8KHXIIAfY4ZBAzKEEwQXoECAEQQg..i&w=300&h=521&bih=593&biw=1152&q=religious%20christmas%20clipart&ved=2ahUKEwjt58rFsPLeAhUqWN8KHXIIAfY4ZBAzKEEwQXoECAEQQg&iact=mrc&uact=8


 
Memorial Service…Thank You… 
 
The Parish and Father Martin would like to thank all the members of the Bereavement Committee and 
Music Ministry for organizing the Memorial Service this year at Woodstock First Nation. 
 
The following is a grateful and spiritual response from Graydon Nicholas. 

Thank you ever so much for inviting me this afternoon. I was not sure what to share. I asked the Holy Spirit 
to guide me. It was a very faith and grace filled spiritual ceremony.                                                                   

I appreciated the gift. The attached photos I am sharing are significant for Beth and me. The teepee is the 
same as the tent mentioned in John 1:14  

God pitched his Tent among us. 

The teepee is by itself and lit. At the base of the Teepee are hands holding a creche. Inside the Teepee is a 
close-up of another creche. On top of the Teepee is the passage from John 1:14, I quoted above. I hope 
that you can open the photos. I am also attaching a quote that Pope Francis said in Edmonton when he 
visited the Sacred Heart Church where Indigenous Catholics gather to celebrate the Eucharist. This is what 
Pope Francis said on July 25th: 

One final image can help us in this. Here, in this church, above the altar and tabernacle, we see the four 
poles of a typical indigenous tent, a teepee. This teepee has deep biblical symbolism. When Israel 
journeyed in the desert, God dwelt in a tent that was set up every time that the people stopped and 
camped: it was the Tent of Meeting.  

The teepee reminds us that God accompanies us on our journey and loves to meet us together, in 
assembly, in council. And when he became man, the Gospel tells us, he literally “pitched his tent among 
us” (cf. Jn 1:14). God is a God of closeness, and in Jesus he teaches us the language of compassion and 
tender love. That is what we should call to mind every time that we enter a church, where Jesus is 
present in the tabernacle, a word that itself originally meant “tent”.   

                                                                                                                                                                                              
Therefore, God has placed his tent in our midst; he accompanies us through our deserts. He does not 

dwell in heavenly mansions, but in our Church, which he wants to be a house of 
reconciliation. 

Again, thank you very naka Woliwon. I hope that you can share this with your 
parish and others who may be interested.                                                                                                                                                                            

Take care,                                                                                                                                                                        
Graydon 

Faith Formation for Families 

Faith formation will run every Sunday from 10am to 10:50am in the church hall, 
before the 11am Mass. 
Children of all ages and their families are invited to take part. 
We are still looking for people to volunteer to be part of organising this program. 

If you can help, come along, and sign up any Sunday at the back of the church or in the hall                                         
(Or contact Allison Chandra) 

There will be prayers, songs, readings, videos, discussion, games and more. 
Parents and other relatives or guardians are encouraged to stay and get involved with their children. 
Snacks are provided. 

For Advent, we will also be running a parallel but separate Adult Faith Formation group at the 
same time.  

This will run for the 4 weeks of Advent, starting on November 27. 
Adults will start with the children, then break off into another room for more discussion. 
If there is enough interest, we may also offer this program on Tuesday or Thursday evenings at 7 pm, for 
adults only. If anyone is interested in signing up for the mid-week session, please contact Allison by email 
at mchandra@nb.sympatico.ca 
 

How Can I Enrich my Faith   

                                                                                                                                                                             

Would you like to join women from across Canada in an organization that can foster and celebrate 

your Catholic faith?                                                                                                                                                                   

The CWL is rooted in gospel values and calls you and all members to holiness through service to all people of God 

CWL occasions are often celebrated with the Eucharist. The CWL motto is “For God and Canada.” Mary is honoured as 

Our Lady of Good Counsel. You are encouraged to deepen your spiritual understanding and study Catholic 

teachings…an important CWL initiative. As a CWL member, you joyfully affirm that God’s presence blesses every 

aspect of ordinary life, including meetings, volunteer projects and celebrations                                                                                                                      

 

                                                               Faith…Service…Social Justice…Sisterhood                                                                                                                                               

St. Gertrude’s CWL is looking for new members. Are you searching for something worthwhile that makes the best use 

of your time and talents?  Are you curious about the CWL and our role in the Parish?                                                                                       

The CWL gives members a chance to serve God and Canada…Come Join Us                                                                                             

 

This organization is filled with abundance of Spiritual Support as well as an opportunity to be of service to needs of 

our local community. The current dues are $25.00 and are payable by middle of February, 2023.    

                                           *This is an excellent gift for all ladies and the rewards are endless. 

Please insert your dues in a sealed envelope marked CWL and the name of member and insert in our weekly 

collection at church or 

Contact:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Patricia Paul            pwpwisdomworks@bell.net               506 328-6069       

Sharon Tenhave     shtenhave@hotmail.com   506 375-6800                                                                                                                      
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