
Our Sacred Stories 
 

Advent: Transition to a New World 
 

 Advent – a season of prophets, those heralds of change and renewal.  It is filled with the voices 
and figures of Isaiah, Baruch, Zephaniah and Jeremiah from the Jewish Testament.  We encounter the 
great figures of a new world calling us to transformation and change, a world in which the Kingdom of 
God has come near. 

The season is also marked by surprising and unlikely figures of the New Testament.  We 
encounter a hermit coming out of the desert wilderness, booming out a call for a change of heart.  We 
meet a young Jewish woman, with her yet to be married husband, together facing the challenge of a new 
birth. 

The Old Testament prophets and the New Testament figures were ordinary people who found 
themselves called to extraordinary and surprising deeds of change and transformation.  They might have 
been ordinary persons like ourselves and those around us, but they came serving as the voice and finger 
of God among us, announcing God’s loving outreach to us all.  This outreach was to mark the world made 
new that has been God’s dream for all creation and all peoples. 

The prophetic voice of Isaiah captures the character of this new world.  It will be a world that 
reflects the face of God.  Filled with spirit of God, it will be a world of wisdom and justice.  It will treat all 
with equity and have special for the weak and the vulnerable, none shall be left out or cast aside.  The 
result will be a sense of awe in the remarkable gift of God’s life-giving presence among them.  From all of 
this comes the greatest of our heart’s desire – peace and harmony (Is.11:1-10). 

In John the Baptist, we see a New Testament prophet, one who announces that the Kingdom of 
God is near and we play a part in nurturing it (Matt.3:1-12).  For John, the fundamental step is clear: 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  The work of preparing for this kingdom, nurturing it 
among us is not about future.  It is now, nurturing what God has already been planted among us and 
nurturing is done in the many ordinary ways of bringing the face of God to one another with compassion 
and love, justice, equity and ultimately, peace for all. 

John, that hermit coming forth from the desert eventually encountered the face of God in Jesus 
as they met at the Jordan and Jesus accepted to be baptized by John with the waters of repentance.  Such 
repentance is not about saying “sorry”.  It is much more than this, that nurtures the Kingdom of heaven 
among us.  The truer, deeper word is “metanoia”, a Greek word for a “change of heart”, a conversion and 
turning around of life, leaving behind the old and taking on the new. 

It does begin as a personal conversion, but does not end there.  We are called to a conversion as 
family, as community, as church and in this way revealing the face of Jesus the Christ in real terms and 
action to one another and to all peoples.  

Such conversion or “metanoia” was John’s call for repentance.  The whole message and mission 
of Jesus the Christ, was this call to us all, to all humanity – to bring the reality of the God’s reign to all 
peoples.  It means turning around a world that is called to be the place of God and marked by justice, 
equity and peace, and built on compassion and love – the face of God among us. 

Only when our world, our church, our communities and families accept this metanoia, will the 
reign of God be complete.  It is a task, but also a great hope. 

 
John Jennings  
2nd Sunday of Advent           

 
                 St. Gertrude                Sts. Simon & Jude                                Mission Churches 
 

St. John the Baptist Parish 
105 Union St.  Woodstock, NB   E7M 2W4 

(506) 328-3306  E-Mail: sjbnb@rogers.com  Website: www.sjbwoodstock.com 
Facebook page :  http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1 

                                                                                   Mass Times: 
Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham    St. Gertrude:                  Saturday 4:00 pm       
Parish Administrator:  Patricia Harding-Chase                                                              Sunday 11:00 am         
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey   Reconciliation                 Saturday 3-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum   Sts. Simon & Jude:          Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Reconciliation  Sunday    8:15-8:45 am 
 

Masks are recommended as a precaution and are available at the church entrances. 
December 04, 2022     2nd Sunday of Advent                                      
Saturday Dec. 03 4:00 pm St. Gertrude  ..................................................... Parishioners 
Sunday              Dec. 04        9:00 am Sts. Simon & Jude  ............................................. Carolyn Roy 
Sunday              Dec. 04       11:00 am St. Gertrude  .................................... Hattie Culbert & DFM 
Monday            Dec. 05        …………………………………………………………………..…….……….… .... No Mass 
Tuesday             Dec. 06        12:15 pm St. Gertrude……Rosary……Led by CWL………….… ... No Mass 
Tuesday Dec. 06 5:30 Adoration, 6:30 Mass, Sts. Simon & Jude  ............ Jerry Robbins 
Wednesday       Dec. 07        9:00 am, Adoration, 10:00 am Mass St. Gertrude ....... James Patterson 
Thursday           Dec. 08    12:15 pm St Gertrude ...............................................  Charles Keenan              
Friday          Dec. 09      9:00 am, Mass, St. Gertrude  ............................................Lloyd Keilty 
Saturday               Dec. 10       4:00 pm St. Gertrude .....................................................  Geneva King 
Sunday             Dec. 11 9:00 am Sts. Simon & Jude  ............................................ Parishioners 
Sunday              Dec. 11      11:00 am St. Gertrude  ............................ Annastasia Onyegbuchlem 
Sunday Dec. 11 6:00 to 7:00 pm, St. Gertrude .........................  Advent Reconciliation 
 

Fr. Martin is available for hospital visitation, to visit your home, to offer a blessing                                                       
or to participate in a special occasion. 

Please call the Parish Office @ 506 328-3306 to make arrangements. 
 

Please submit items for the bulletin by Wednesday. 
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Please pray for the sick:   
Nora Gagnon, Pat & Ed McGuire, Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann Wright, 
Brody Brown, Barb McIntosh, Reg & Ruby King, Cindy Ouellette, Eldon MacDonald, Peter Laforest, Stephen 
Wood, Chris Gaston, Carmelita Sacal, Lori Young, Frank Lipsett, Carol MacDonald, Patricia MacNeil 
Please pray for those who have died:   Laurie Nowlan, Conchita Saranza Monte Calvo 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request.                                 
All requests are confidential; no information is required.                                                                                                     
To have prayers said, call:  Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. Nov. 28, 2022…50/50 *Non-Winner*                                
Tickets are $2/week available at Martin’s Corner Store on Broadway or Smart Stop Ultramar in Grafton. 

Tickets must be purchased by 6 pm Sunday. 

 
Ministries Schedule 

For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass if you are a lector.                                        
Please arrive ½ hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.                                                                  

Please let Myrna or Ann know you are present to serve.                                                                                                                                                                     
If unable to serve, please let Myrna 328-9640, Ann 328-8398, or Bernadette 575-2151… know in advance 

or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 
 

Date Time Lector Eucharistic Hospitality  

Dec 10 4:00 PM Ben Kilfoil Mike McCallum Vicki McLean  

   Tom Bridgeo  Eileen Harrison  

   Jeane Wilson    

      

Dec 11 11:00 AM Diane Dube Paula Arrais Patricia Paul  

   Debi Rae  Rudy Nadeau  

   Louis Pierce     

Dec 11 9:00 AM First Reading Second Reading Prayers of the Faithful  

  Diane Jacqueline Diane  

      
 

Mass Schedule for Christmas…Holy Day of Obligation                                                                                                                                            

Friday, December 23  St. Thomas of Canterbury @ 7 pm                                                                                                         

Saturday, December 24  St. Gertrude @ 4 pm and @ 9:30 pm                                                                         

Saturday, December 24  Sts. Simon and Jude @ 7:30 pm                                                                   

Sunday, December 25  St. Gertrude @ 11 am 

  St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas 

Loose 157.45   105.10   
Envelopes 2335.  573   

PAD 1,392. 222 77 

Candles   40    
E-Transfer 20 200   

Totals 3904.45   1140.10  77 

        
Calvary Cemetery   St. Bonaventure 580  

Evangelization of Nations 20  Memorials 90 

Lynn lake 250  Global South 50.35  

Little Church  15.35 Development /Peace   

Poor and Needy 500  Retired Priests/Seminarians  30.00 

Canadian Church   Fundraiser   

Parish Offertory: November 26/27 

$6657.25 

To everyone who contributed, served, and supported                                  

the Parish Bean and Scallop Supper Fundraiser…thank you.                                    

Your help was greatly appreciated.                                                                 

A financial report will be available in the next bulletin. 

The CWL is once again selling Christmas Sweet Trays.                                                                                 
The cost is $30 for a generous 3 dozen delicious sweets.                                                          

There are sign-up sheets at the back and side entrances of the 

Church. Please place your order before December 10th.                                                                                                   

Dates for pick up will be Dec 17th and 18th after Mass.                                                                 

Thank you from St. Gertrude's CWL 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS KETTLE CAMPAIGN 2022                                                    

The Salvation Army is looking for volunteers for their 2022 Kettle Campaign that runs from late November through to 
December 24th.  If you would like to volunteer, please call Majors Angel and Marlene Sandoval at 506-328-8276.                                                                    

CYV COAT DRIVE- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022                                                                    

'Share the Warmth Coat Drive' is an initiative at CYV Chevrolet. The public is asked to drop off their donations of 
gently used coats to the car dealership at 324 Connell Street, in Woodstock, during business hours (8 am - 6 pm most 

weekdays (7 pm on Monday and Friday) and Saturdays from 8 am - 4 pm. Their partner, New System Laundry, and 
Cleaners Ltd., have offered to dry clean the coats before they are shared with Valley Food Bank, Sanctuary House and 

others in need. Please bring in your donations by Thursday, December 1, 2022 
                                                                                                                                        
* Diocese of Saint John + New Freeman (www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org)                                                                                                                                                                   
* Vatican News ( www.vaticannews.va)                                                                                                                                                           
* Catholic News Agency (www.catholicnewsagency.com)                                                                                                                                         
* Catholic World Report (www.catholicworldreport.com                                                                                                                           
* National Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org)                                                                                                                                          
* The Catholic Register (www.catholicregister.org)                                                                                                                                                                
* Our Sunday Visitor (www.osvnews.com) * The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org 
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Permanent Diaconate    

                                                                                                                                      

Deacons serve the Church as Ministers of Charity, the Word and the Altar, and can be a great support to 
parishes through the use of their gifts and charisms. The Diocese of Saint John is beginning the process of 
introducing the permanent Diaconate, and invites men aged 35-60 years who feel called to discern this 
vocation to attend an information session at Sainte Anne-des-Pays Bas in Fredericton on Saturday, 
December 10, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.                                                                                                                           
Please RSVP to Fr. Ralph McCrae, Episcopal Vicar for clergy at rmcrae@dioceseofsaintjohn.org                                
or 506 653-6803.                                                                                                                                                                    
Please note: eligible candidates must be a practicing Roman Catholic in good health and single or in a 
canonical marriage with a supportive wife willing to participate in formation and ministry. Candidates 
must also have experience in pastoral ministry, a good prayer life, good reputation, the ability to follow 
university level courses and to work collaboratively, and an openness to growth.                                                        
For more information, visit https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/permanent-diaconate  

 
CHRISTMAS CRECHE (Catholic News Agency) 

 
Pope Francis wrote that "the nativity scene invites us to feel and touch the poverty that God's Son took 
upon himself in the Incarnation. It summons us to follow him along the path of humility, poverty and     
self-denial that leads from the manager of Bethlehem to the cross.                                                                                
Setting up the Christmas creche in our homes helps us to relive the history of what took place in 
Bethlehem.                                                                                                                                                                            
When, at Christmas, we place the statue of the infant Jesus in the manager, the nativity scene suddenly 
comes alive. God appears as a child, for us to take into our arms. Beneath weakness and frailty, He 
conceals his power that creates and transforms all things." 

 
ADVENT WREATH - TRADITION AND HISTORY 

 
The Advent Wreath is a meaningful tradition practiced by many Christians during the season of Advent.  
The custom is part of the spiritual preparations that believers make for the coming of Jesus Christ at 
Christmas.                                                                                                                                                                      
The wreath, made of various evergreens, symbolizes continuous life. The circle of the wreath, which has 
no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul and the everlasting life 
we find in Christ.  The lighting of the Advent wreath is a custom that began in the 16th century in 
Germany among Catholics and Lutherans.                                                                                                                                   
The wreath has 4 candles: 3 purple candles (signifying prayer, penance, and sacrifice) and 1 pink candle 
(symbolizes joy).                                                                                                                                                                       
The more modern tradition is to place a white candle in the centre of the wreath.   
Catholic tradition states that the 4 candles represent the 4 weeks of Advent, each stand for one thousand 
years to total, the four thousand years from the time of Adam and Eve to the birth of the Savoir.                          
On Christmas Eve, the white candle is lit.  This candle is called the "Christ Candle" and represents the life 
of Christ and his coming into the world.  The colour symbols purity. Christ is the sinless, spotless, pure 
Savior. 

 

SEASON OF ADVENT  

Mark your calendar for these upcoming celebrations and activities.   
                                                                         

  Mitten Tree                                                                                                                                                                                           
A Mitten Tree will be set up at the main Church entrance (St. Gertrude’s).           

 You can decorate it with knitted mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats.                                   
These will be donated to local schools in the new year for children to use.                                        

If you don't knit, you can make a donation and put a paper mitten on the tree.                                                                        
Any funds collected will be donated to local schools along with the knitted items. 

  Light A Memory Tree                                                                                                                                                      
Names of deceased family members and friends will be placed on the Light A Memory Tree at the front of 
the church (St. Gertrude).  Complete the form in the bulletin, including the names of your memorials, and 

place in the offertory collection.                                                                                                                                        
Names will also be in the Book of Memorials throughout Advent and Christmas.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Please have your memorial names submitted by December 4th. 

           Lighting the Crèche                                                                                                                                               
You are welcome to join in the ceremony for Lighting the Creche on Saturday, December 03                          

beginning at 3:30 pm, just before the 4 pm Mass (St. Gertrude).                                                                                
The ceremony includes a short procession to the Creche and some prayers as the Creche is lighted. 

Donations to Food Bank/Charities                                                                                                                                                 

Donations to the Food Bank are greatly appreciated and needed at this time.  

Place your food items in the food box or on the wagons at the main Church entrance (St. Gertrude's).                                                                                                                                                                         

Advent Reconciliation                                                                                                                                                       

Sun. Dec. 11, 6-7 pm (St. Gertrude’s)                                                                                                                                     

Tues. Dec. 13, 6:30 pm (Sts. Simon & St. Jude) 

  Advent Reflections Materials…On display at the Church entrance. Materials are available for all ages. 

Light a Memory Tree                                                                                                                                                                 
We remember in prayer our deceased family members and friends.  Anyone wishing to have someone included 
in the Book of Memorials should complete the form below and put in an envelope with the offertory collection.  
These memorials will be included on the Light a Memory Tree during the Advent and Christmas Season.               
Please have these in by December 3/4. (St. Gertrude’s)                                                                                                                   

Name: ________________________________Envelope # ______________Amount: _________________  

In Memory of: 
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Faith Formation for Families 

Faith formation will run every Sunday until Christmas from 10am to 10:50am                      
in St. Gertrude's church hall, before the 11am Mass. 
Children of all ages and their families are invited to take part. 
There will be prayers, songs, readings, videos, discussion, games, crafts and more. 

Parents and other relatives or guardians are encouraged to stay and get involved with their children. 
Snacks are provided. 
 
We are still looking for people to volunteer to be part of organising this program 
If you can help, come along, and sign up any Sunday at the back of the church or in the hall.                                      
(Or contact Allison Chandra -mchandra@nb.sympatico.ca) 
 
For Advent, we will be running a parallel but separate Adult Faith Formation group studying Isaiah 40. 
This will run for the 4 weeks of Advent, starting on November 27. 
Adults will start with the children, then break off into another room for more discussion. 
 
We are planning to involve the children in a simple Nativity Play during Christmas Eve Family Mass. 
Practices for this will commence during Faith Formation Family Time on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of Advent.    
                                                                       
 

How Can I Enrich my Faith   

                                                                                                                                                                             

Would you like to join women from across Canada in an organization that can foster and celebrate 

your Catholic faith?                                                                                                                                                                   

The CWL is rooted in gospel values and calls you and all members to holiness through service to all people of God 

CWL occasions are often celebrated with the Eucharist. The CWL motto is “For God and Canada.” Mary is honoured as 

Our Lady of Good Counsel. You are encouraged to deepen your spiritual understanding and study Catholic 

teachings…an important CWL initiative. As a CWL member, you joyfully affirm that God’s presence blesses every 

aspect of ordinary life, including meetings, volunteer projects and celebrations     

                                                                                                                  

                                                               Faith…Service…Social Justice…Sisterhood                                                                                                                                               

St. Gertrude’s CWL is looking for new members. Are you searching for something worthwhile that makes the best use 

of your time and talents?  Are you curious about the CWL and our role in the Parish?                                                                                       

The CWL gives members a chance to serve God and Canada…Come Join Us                                                                                             

 

This organization is filled with abundance of Spiritual Support as well as an opportunity to be of service to needs of 

our local community. The current dues are $25.00 and are payable by middle of February, 2023.    

                                           *This is an excellent gift for all ladies and the rewards are endless. 

Please insert your dues in a sealed envelope marked CWL and the name of member and insert in our weekly 

collection at church or Contact:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Patricia Paul            pwpwisdomworks@bell.net               506 328-6069       

Sharon Tenhave     shtenhave@hotmail.com   506 375-6800    

     

 SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER - Feast December 3 

 
Francis was one of the most prolific missionaries of Roman Catholic history. He was instrumental in the 

establishment of Christianity in India, the Malay Archipelago and Japan.                                                                          

Modern scholars estimated that he baptized some 30,000 converts in his lifetime.   

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY - Feast December 8  

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception, also known as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, is a 

Catholic observance that happens on December 8. 

 

The Immaculate Conception celebrates the belief that Mary was conceived free of original sin, and as 

such, it is commemorated nine months before Mary's birth date on September 8.                                                   

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is one of the most important feasts celebrated by the Catholic 

Church. 

Many people confuse this holiday with the Feast of Annunciation when the Angel Gabriel appeared to 

Mary and told her she was carrying the son of God, but that holiday takes place nine months before 

Christmas, on March 25.                                                                                                                                                      

The Catholic belief around the conception of the Virgin Mary is that her parents, Saint Anne and Saint 

Joachim, were infertile and prayed to God for a child. God answered their prayers, and Mary was 

conceived free of sin and without intercourse.                                                                                                                    

The original sin is the doctrine that every human being is born with sin inherited from Adam.  This belief 

means that by being born through the Grace of God, Mary was given singular grace and privilege, and by 

carrying Jesus Christ she is the Saviour of the human race, free from any original and personal sin. 

 

ST. NICHOLAS - POSSIBLE INSPIRATION FOR OUR MODERN-DAY SANTA CLAUS 

 
St. Nicholas was the Bishop of Myra, a Greek city in now modern-day Turkey, during the 4th Century, AD.  

 

One of the most popular legends about Nicholas is that the saint, who was said to have come from a 

wealthy family, secretly helped a poor man with 3 daughters. The father could not provide dowries for the 

girls to marry and without husbands to support them, they might be forced to turn to prostitution.  

Learning about the situation, Nicholas secretly slipped bags of gold coin, for the first 2 daughters, through 

the family window while the family slept.  When the 3rd bag of gold was left for the remaining unmarried 

daughter, the father, who had waited up all night, 'caught' Nicholas red-handed for the gift giving. 

Nicholas made the father promise to keep this a secret.                                                                          This is 

likely the explanation for the modern Christmas character of Santa Claus who brings gifts for children 

under the cover of night. 

Nicholas is also the patron saint of unmarried people, fishermen, pawn brokers and the falsely accused.  
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