
Our Sacred Stories 
 

Epiphany:  The Quest for the Joy of God’s Touch 
 

 Much of our life’s energies is spent in meeting other people, building meaningful relationships 
that mark us – a lifelong project.  In doing so, we discover that we are always seekers, searching for and 
discovering who these persons are and how we can share our lives with them.  They may be friends, 
neighbours, colleagues, classmates and most especially life-long partners and spouses.  One might say 
that this is the great quest in our lives. 
 Some ten years ago when Pope Francis was beginning his role as pope, he sought to lay out some 
directions for what he hoped to bring to our faith community and the world.  He did so in a very readable 
apostolic exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium).  This was the beginning of his quest for 
what he hoped he could nurture in our faith community.  In doing this, he was following in the footsteps 
of our ancestors in the faith – the early disciples of Jesus the Christ and the gospel writers on whose 
stories we depend as Christians and church. 
 What those earliest Christians and evangelists received and passed on to us was what they saw 
as good news, gospel, to bring joy to all.  This joy of God’s touch is what Pope Francis seeks for faith 
community and for all humanity.  “Gospel” and “joy” go together for the Christian faith.  As Francis begins, 
he quotes his predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI: “Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a 
lofty idea, the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction” 
(E.G., 7). 
 The great quest of our faith is the joy and hope that comes from discovering the relationship we 
can have with Jesus the Christ and through him with a loving God.  As Pope Francis expresses it: “Thanks 
solely to this encounter – or renewed encounter – with God’s love, which blossoms into an enriching 
friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and self-absorption….  For if we have received the love 
which restores meaning to our lives, how can we fail to share that love with others?” (E.G., 8). 
 The Gospel writer Matthew tells the story of wise men from the East (Matt.2:1-12).  This is a 
story of epiphany.  The wise men are seekers, searching for the one who would fulfill their dreams.  Their 
quest leads them to following their star.  It would take them on a long and sometimes perilous journey.  
Periodically they would lose their way.  In these times, we can only imagine how these seekers were 
discouraged or found themselves doubting their journey.  With trust and faith, with a willingness to risk 
however, they recovered the star.  It took them to the place of their dream, their hope fulfilled. 

Matthew points out that these seekers were “overwhelmed with joy.”  In the simple scene of 
Bethlehem their quest was over.  Touched by the hand of God they stood in amazement before the one 
they had been seeking.  Paying homage through the gifts they gave, they offered themselves to the one 
they had been seeking. 

The quest of these seekers is our own.  It is our common journey of faith.  It begins with hope 
and a dream.  It takes us through challenges and doubts.  There are times when the star we are following 
is clear and bright.  At other times it is dim or even lost from sight.  In the twists and turns that sometimes 
take us off course we seek help and direction.  Our journey is filled with wandering, but also with 
occasions when we can be “overwhelmed with joy.”  This is what it is to be a seeker, discovering that we 
can stand in wonder at how God touches the moments of our life. 
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                 St. Gertrude                Sts. Simon & Jude                                Mission Churches 

 St. John the Baptist Parish 
105 Union St.  Woodstock, NB   E7M 2W4 

(506) 328-3306  E-Mail: sjbnb@rogers.com  Website: www.sjbwoodstock.com 
Facebook page :  http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1 

 

                                                                                                                                        Mass Times:     
Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham    St. Gertrude:                  Saturday 4:00 pm       
Parish Administrator:  Patricia Harding-Chase                                                              Sunday 11:00 am         
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey   Reconciliation                 Saturday 3-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum   Sts. Simon & Jude:          Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Reconciliation  Sunday    8:15-8:45 am 
 

Masks are recommended as a precaution and are available at the church entrances. 
 
January 08, 2023                                   The Epiphany of Our Lord                                      
 
Saturday               Jan. 07       4:00 pm, St. Gertrude  .............. Special Intention: Safe Family Travel 
Sunday Jan. 08 9:00 am, Sts. Simon & Jude ...........................................  Parishioners 
Sunday Jan. 08 11:00 am, St. Gertrude  .............................................. Rebecca Javier 
Monday            Jan. 09      …………………………………………………………………..…….……….… ..... No Mass 
Tuesday             Jan. 10      12:15 pm, St. Gertrude, Rosary, led by CWL, Everyone Welcome  ... No Mass  
Wednesday       Jan. 11         9:00 am Adoration, 10:00 am Mass St. Gertrude  ...... Edward James Markey  

Thursday           Jan. 12  12:15 pm, St. Gertrude  ................................. Ethel Bridgeo and DFM               
Friday          Jan. 13     9:00 am, St. Gertrude  .................................................... Parishioners  
Saturday Jan. 14 4:00 pm, St. Gertrude  ................................................... Stephen Cain 
Sunday Jan. 15 9:00 am, Sts. Simon & Jude ............... Theo and Germaine Francoeur 
Sunday Jan. 15 11:00 am, St. Gertrude  ................................................... James Clark 
 

Fr. Martin is available for hospital visitation, to visit your home, to offer a blessing                                                       
or to participate in a special occasion.                                                                                                                               

Please call the Parish Office @ 506 328-3306 to make arrangements. 
 

Please submit items for the bulletin by Wednesday. 

               

http://www.sjbwoodstock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1


Please pray for the sick:   
Nora Gagnon, Pat & Ed McGuire, Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan, Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann Wright, 
Brody Brown, Barb McIntosh, Reg & Ruby King, Cindy Ouellette, Eldon MacDonald, Peter Laforest, Stephen 
Wood, Chris Gaston, Carmelita Sacal, Lori Young, Frank Lipsett, Carol MacDonald, Philip Hamilton,  
Ann Haines 
Please pray for those who have died:    
Eileen Shaw, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request.                                 
All requests are confidential; no information is required.                                                                                                     
To have prayers said, call:  Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm. Jan. 02, 2022…50/50 *Winner* $209                             
Tickets are $2/week available at Martin’s Corner Store on Broadway or Smart Stop Ultramar in Grafton. 

Tickets must be purchased by 6 pm Sunday. Regular Monthly Meeting is January 08 @ 7 pm 

 
Ministries Schedule 

For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass if you are a lector.                                        
Please arrive ½ hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.                                                                  

Please let Myrna or Ann know you are present to serve.                                                                                                                                                                     
If unable to serve, please let Myrna 328-9640, Ann 328-8398, or Bernadette 575-2151… know in advance 

or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 
 

Date Time Lector Eucharistic Hospitality 

Jan. 14 4:00 PM Marjorie Allison Ross Doris Markey Barb Woodland  

   Marg McCallum  Gladys Dalton 

   Ellen Culbert-Johnston   

     

Jan. 15 11:00 AM Joseph Jacinto Paula Arrais Patricia Paul  

   Diane Dube  Rudy Nadeau 

   Debi Rae   

Jan.15 9:00 AM First Reading Second Reading Prayers of the Faithful 

  Dilys Jacqueline Dilys 

     

 

Pray the Rosary 

 

The Weekly Rosary, led by the CWL takes place at St. Gertrude’s Church 

Every Tuesday @ 12:15 … Everyone is welcome 

  St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas St. Bonaventure 

Loose 740.70 237    

Envelopes 3141 584 550  150 

PAD 1,392 222 77 30 

Candles        
E-Transfer 45     

Totals 5318.70 1043 627 180 

          
Calvary Cemetery 200  Memorials 200   

Lynn lake 300 Global South 105   

Christmas St. Gertrude 3488  Sts Simon & Jude Children 246    

Christmas Sts Simon & Jude 610  Little Church  22.10   

Evangelization of Nations  Mitten Tree 110   

      

                                      Parish Offertory: December 24/25 2022   

                         $ 12, 449.80   

 

Diocesan Census    

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the “I Know My Sheep” census currently underway in the 

diocese. We are asking every family to fill out a card. If you have not done so already, please complete one 

as soon as you are able.  

This information-gathering exercise is underway so the diocese can update records with current 

demographic changes and contact information. This will help ensure that the diocese can reach as many 

people as possible early next year in conducting a planning study for a potential capital campaign. Having 

updated information will also give parishes a better idea those within the parish and hopefully improve 

communication.   

It only takes a few minutes to complete a card. These can be returned by placing them in the offertory 

basket, dropping them off at the parish office or sending them by mail. Thank you for your cooperation in 

this important effort. 

The Census can also be completed online by visiting our website at www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org 

 

Envelopes for 2023 

Your donation envelopes for 2023 are available at the entrance to the church.                                                     

*Please note that there have been a few changes to numbering, so please destroy any unused envelopes 

from 2022 or previous years.  

Also, those who are contributing by pre-authorized withdrawal will receive blue envelopes only.                              

This will make it easier to donate for special occasions.  
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Message from Pope Francis…January 2023 

 
Brothers and sisters, if we are to welcome God and his peace, we cannot stand around complacently, 

waiting for things to get better. We need to get up, recognize the moments of grace, set out and take a 

risk. We need to take a risk! Today, at the beginning of the year, rather than standing around, thinking, 

and hoping that things will change, we should instead ask ourselves: “This year, where do I want to go? 

Who is it that I can help?”  

 

So many people, in the Church and in society, are waiting for the good that you and you alone can do, they 

are waiting for your help.  
  

Today, amid the lethargy that dulls our senses, the indifference that paralyzes our hearts, and the 

temptation to waste time glued to a keyboard in front of a computer screen, the shepherds are summoning 

us to set out and get involved in our world, to dirty our hands and to do some good. They are inviting us 

to set aside many of our routines and our comforts in order to open ourselves to the new things of God, 

which are found in the humility of service, in the courage of caring for others.  

  

Brothers and sisters, let us imitate the shepherds: let us set out with haste!                  
 

Pope Francis 

 
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD (Feast - January 9) 
The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord is the feast commemorating the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 

by John the Baptist.  

Originally, the baptism of Christ was celebrated on Epiphany which commemorates the coming of the 

Magi, the Baptism of Christ, and the wedding at Cana. Over time in the West, the celebration of the 

Baptism of Our Lord came to be commemorated as a distinct feast from Epiphany. It is celebrated in the 

Catholic Church as well as in the Anglican and Lutheran Churches on the first Sunday following the 

Epiphany of Our Lord. Some Lutheran Churches celebrate it on the Sunday before Lent. 

 

* Island Catholic News (www.islandcatholicnews.ca) 

* Diocese of Saint John + New Freeman (www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org)                                                                                                                                          

* Vatican News ( www.vaticannews.va)                                                                                                                                                           

* Catholic News Agency (www.catholicnewsagency.com)                                                                                                                                         

* Catholic World Report (www.catholicworldreport.com 

* The Catholic Register (www.catholicregister.org) 

* Our Sunday Visitor (www.osvnews.com) 

* The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org) 

* National Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org) 

 

Faith Formation for Families 

Thank you to all the families who join us on Sunday mornings. 
 
Faith Formation will resume on January 15 and will run every Sunday from                            
10am to 10:50am in St. Gertrude's church hall, before the 11am Mass. 
Children of all ages and their families are invited to take part. 

 
There will be prayers, songs, readings, videos, discussion, games, crafts and more. 
Parents and other relatives or guardians are encouraged to stay and get involved with their children. 
Snacks are provided. 
 
We are still looking for people to volunteer to be part of organising this program 
If you can help, come along, and sign up any Sunday at the back of the church or in the hall.                                      
(Or contact Allison Chandra -mchandra@nb.sympatico.ca) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

The CWL would like to thank everyone who purchased  

                     Christmas Sweet Trays. 

It was a very successful fundraiser and thanks to all of you, 

the CWL will be able to continue with our activities and programs in the community. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Thank you 

To all ministers, volunteers and parishioners who took part in the liturgies 

at St. Gertrude’s, Sts. Simon and Jude, and St. Thomas over the Advent, Christmas,  

and New Year seasons. Your time and the contributions you made to the celebrations 

were greatly appreciated.  

Many of you worked behind the scenes, decorating, practicing, organizing, and 

arranging for the Masses that took place from the end of November                                   

(First Sunday of Advent) to this weekend (Feast of the Epiphany).  

Your dedication and commitment to our parish is a great blessing.           

Liturgy Committee of St. John the Baptist Parish 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Congratulations from the Parish 

To Gloria Yachyshen who received recognition at the Mayor’s Levee on January 01, 2023, 
 for her dedicated service to the community.  

Congratulations Gloria, and thank you for everything you do for the community and for our Parish. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Congratulations 

We would like to congratulate the Cox family of our parish as they celebrate  

90 years as a multigenerational family business serving our community. 

An accomplishment to be applauded; we wish them success as they move into the future. 

http://www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/
http://www.vaticannews.va)/
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How Can I Enrich my Faith 

 

Would you like to join women from across Canada in an organization that can foster and 

celebrate your Catholic faith?                                                                                                                                                                      

The CWL is rooted in gospel values and calls you and all members to holiness through service 

to all people of God CWL occasions are often celebrated with the Eucharist. The CWL motto 

is “For God and Canada.” Mary is honoured as Our Lady of Good Counsel. You are encouraged to deepen 

your spiritual understanding and study Catholic teachings…an important CWL initiative. As a CWL 

member, you joyfully affirm that God’s presence blesses every aspect of ordinary life, including meetings, 

volunteer projects and celebrations    

Faith…Service…Social Justice…Sisterhood      

St. Gertrude’s CWL is looking for new members. Are you searching for something worthwhile that makes 

the best use of your time and talents?  Are you curious about the CWL and our role in the Parish?                                                                                       

The CWL gives members a chance to serve God and Canada…Come Join Us                                                                                                                                        

Contact:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sharon Tenhave    shtenhave@hotmail.com   506 375-6800 

Patricia Paul           pwpwisdomworks@bell.net 506 328-6069  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Ukrainian Peace Prayer       

Heavenly Father, Your Son taught us “Blessed are the Peacemakers for they shall be called Children of 

God.” In this time of great worry, we fervently pray that Your Holy Spirit sustain all the people of Ukraine to 

be vigilant and dedicated to peace and justice.  

Grant their leaders wisdom and prudence. Yet, may they also have the strength and perseverance to 

defend their land from all adversity and foreign attacks.  

Help us all to live according to your Divine Will.  

O God, our Father, in the days to come, we beseech you to comfort the suffering, heal the wounded, and 

accept the souls of the faithful departed into Your Heavenly Kingdom.  

We ask also that the Most Holy Mother of God extend her blessed mantle of protection over Ukraine.   

Amen 

 SAINT MARGUERITE BOURGEOYS (Feast -January 12) 

God closes a door and then opens a window,” people sometimes say when dealing with their own 

disappointment or someone else’s. That was certainly true in Marguerite’s case. Children from European 

as well as Native American backgrounds in 17th-century Canada benefited from her great zeal and 

unshakable trust in God’s providence.  Born the sixth of 12 children in Troyes, France, Marguerite at the 

age of 20 believed that she was called to religious life. Her applications to the Carmelites and Poor Clares 

were unsuccessful. A priest friend suggested that perhaps God had other plans for her. In 1654, the 

governor of the French settlement in Canada visited his sister, an Augustinian canoness in Troyes. 

Marguerite belonged to a sodality connected to that convent. The governor invited her to come to 

Canada and start a school in Ville-Marie (eventually the city of Montreal).                                                           

When she arrived, the colony numbered 200 people with a hospital and a Jesuit mission chapel.  Soon 

after starting a school, she realized her need for coworkers. Returning to Troyes, she recruited a friend, 

Catherine Crolo, and two other young women. In 1667, they added classes at their school for Indigenous 

children. A second trip to France three years later resulted in six more young women and a letter from 

King Louis XIV, authorizing the school. The Congregation of Notre Dame was established in 1676 but its 

members did not make formal religious profession until 1698 when their Rule and constitutions were 

approved.                                                                                                                                                                     

Marguerite established a school for Indigenous girls in Montreal. At the age of 69, she walked from 

Montreal to Quebec in response to the bishop’s request to establish a community of her sisters in that 

city. By the time she died, she was referred to as the “Mother of the Colony.” Marguerite was canonized 

in 1982. 

Prayer for the New Year 

 

Faithful Companion 

In this new year, I pray: 

to live deeply, with purpose, 

to live freely, with detachment, 

to live wisely, with humility, 

to live justly, with compassion, 

to live lovingly, with fidelity, 

to live mindfully, with awareness, 

to live gratefully, with generosity, 

to live fully, with enthusiasm. 

Help me to hold this vision 

and to daily renew it in my heart, 

becoming ever more one with you, 

my truest self. 

 
Taken from ‘Out of the Ordinary’ © 2000, 2010 by Joyce Rupp. Used by permission of Ave Maria Press. All rights reserved. 
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