
 
Our Sacred Stories 

 

Lent: A Desert Journey of Change and Discovery 

 

After Jesus’ baptism by John in the Jordan River the Spirit descended upon him and led him to begin 

his mission.  The first step Jesus takes in this mission is to go out into the wilderness, the desert.  There he faced 

the temptations that stood in front of this mission (Matt.4:1-11). 

Lent for us, is always a step into the desert.  A desert is a place of different environment, a place 

where we must wrestle with those things that threaten the fullness of our lives.  The desert is the place where 

we can be lost, where we see the temptations and the possibilities that can draw us off track in our life journey.  

The desert can be a place of challenge.  But it can also be a place of discovery.  Often it is the place where we 

discover who we are and what our mission and direction is in life, even for a brief time. 

For God’s People in the Old Testament, the desert of Sinai was the place of discovery.  Leaving Egypt 

and escaping their slavery, they trekked through the wasteland toward the land promised them by God.  After 

much struggle, they came to the place of God’s promise and recognized that they were the beloved ones of 

God.  Through their desert journey, Israel was more and more formed into the people they were called to be. 

Lent presents us with a desert journey.  It is an opportunity to develop the spirituality that we long for, 

providing direction and focus for our lives.  We can make it a time of reflection and of prayer, an opportunity to 

be formed into the people of God’s dream.  In moments of reflection, we may discover our faults and flaws.  

But we can also discover that they do not matter, for in God’s eyes we are the beloved, the loved.  

Through the desert of prayer and reflection, we can begin to set aside those things that reduce and 

diminish our lives.  We begin to see that God calls us to action, to mission.  It is not an impossible mission but 

one which we share with a whole community – to reveal to the whole world, and to ourselves - that God loves 

us unconditionally. 

Here are some suggestions for our desert journey during Lent 2023: 

• Take advantage of opportunities for quiet reflection and prayer 

• Examine how we use resources, talents, and gifts for all, especially others in need 

• Gather with your community and acknowledge how much they mean to you 

• Look at your relationships and how they might be enriched and improved 

Franciscan priest and spiritual writer, Richard Rohr in his daily online reflection a few years ago had 

this to say about how we might live our lives with a spirituality of both contemplation and action. “In order to 

become truly prophetic people… we have to teach and learn ways to integrate needed activism with a truly 

contemplative mind and heart….Once you see things contemplatively, you’ll begin to seek the bias toward the 

bottom [i.e. the most in need and forgotten in society and the world].”  He goes on to assert: “You’ll be free to 

embrace your shadow, and you can live at peace with those who are different.  From a contemplative stance, 

you’ll know what action is yours to do almost naturally.  And what you do not need to do at all!” 

 

John Jennings    First Sunday of Lent 

 
                 St. Gertrude                Sts. Simon & Jude                                Mission Churches 

 St. John the Baptist Parish 
105 Union St.  Woodstock, NB   E7M 2W4 

(506) 328-3306  E-Mail: sjbnb@rogers.com  Website: www.sjbwoodstock.com 
Facebook page :  http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1 

                                                                                                                                        Mass Times:     
Pastor:  Fr. Martin Arputham    St. Gertrude:                  Saturday 4:00 pm       
Parish Administrator:  Patricia Harding-Chase                                                              Sunday 11:00 am         
Pastoral Council Chair:  Sylvie Dempsey   Reconciliation                 Saturday 3-3:30 pm                                                          
Property & Finance Chair:   Marg McCallum   Sts. Simon & Jude:          Sunday    9:00 am                            
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Reconciliation  Sunday    8:15-8:45 am 

Masks are recommended as a precaution and are available at the church entrances. 
 
February 26, 2023                                      First Sunday of Lent                                      
 
Saturday               Feb. 25       4:00 pm, St. Gertrude  ............................................. Special Intention 
Sunday Feb. 26 9:00 am, Sts. Simon & Jude ............David Lawson, Francois Thebeau 
Sunday Feb. 26 11:00 am, St. Gertrude  ................................................. Stephen Cain 
Monday            Feb. 27      …………………………………………………………………..…….……….… ..... No Mass 
Tuesday             Feb. 28      12:15 pm, St. Gertrude, Rosary, Everyone Welcome  .......... No Mass  
Wednesday       Mar. 01         9:00 am Adoration, 10:00 am Mass, St. Gertrude  ......... Parishioners 
Thursday           Mar. 02  12:15 pm, St. Gertrude  ............................... Jeannie Doran and DFM             
Friday          Mar. 03     9:00 am, St. Gertrude  ............................................. Guildo Tibodeau 
Friday Mar. 03 6:30 pm, Sts Simon & Jude  ............................... Stations of the Cross  
Friday Mar. 03 7:00 pm, St. Gertrude .............................  Stations of the Cross, WFN 
Saturday Mar. 04 4:00 pm, St. Gertrude .............................................. Leroy Blacquiere  
Sunday Mar. 05 9:00 am, Sts. Simon & Jude ............................................ Parishioners 
Sunday Mar. 05 11:00 am, St. Gertrude  .............................. Mary and Eugene Bowlin 
 

Fr. Martin is available for hospital visitation, to visit your home, to offer a blessing                                                       
or to participate in a special occasion.                                                                                                                               

Please call the Parish Office @ 506 328-3306 to make arrangements. 
 

Please submit items for the bulletin by Wednesday. 
 

               

http://www.sjbwoodstock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/st.g.church.1


Please pray for the sick:  Nora Gagnon, Pat & Ed McGuire, Margaret Bridgeo, Janice Ryan,  

Anne Marie Voutour, Sarah Ann Wright Brody Brown, Barb McIntosh, Reg & Ruby King, Cindy Ouellette, 

Eldon MacDonald, Peter Laforest, Stephen Wood, Chris Gaston, Carmelita Sacal, Lori Young,  

Carol MacDonald, Ann Haines, John Riordon, Amanda Depow, Muriel Pitre, Gilles Pitre, Annie Pamroy 

Margaret Higgiston, Debbie Welland, Natalie McBride, Susan Keenan St. Hilaire 

Please pray for those who have died:  Barbara (Cronin) Dotson 

 
CWL- PRAYER LINE: Prayers will be said daily for two weeks by the CWL women, on request.                                 
All requests are confidential; no information is required.                                                                                                     
To have prayers said, call:  Jocelyn Keirstead (328-9485) jkeirstead21@gmail.com 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Monday Bingo: Open at 6 pm                                                                                                    
Feb. 13, 2023…50/50 *Winner* $202.00                                                                                                                                        

Tickets are $2/week available at Martin’s Corner Store on Broadway or Smart Stop Ultramar in Grafton. 
Tickets must be purchased by 6 pm Sunday.  

 
Ministries Schedule 

For St. Gertrude’s, please arrive 15 minutes before scheduled Mass if you are a lector.                                        
Please arrive ½ hour before Mass if you are a Door Greeter or Screener.                                                                  

Please let Myrna or Ann know you are present to serve.                                                                                                                                                                     
If unable to serve, please let Myrna 328-9640, Ann 328-8398, or Bernadette 575-2151… know in advance 

or find a replacement. Thank you so much for your generous offer to serve. 

Date Time Lector Eucharistic Hospitality 

March 04 4:00 PM Nelia Foster Ninfa Blacquiere Veronica Steeves 

   Loyd Villabeto  Jeane Wilson 

   Tom Bridgeo   

     

March 05 11:00 AM Brittany Sprague Carole Polchies Mike Chandra 

   Ron MacDonald  Sharon Tenhave 

   Jocelyn Keirstead   

March 05 9:00 AM First Reading Second Reading Prayers of the Faithful 

  Karen Jacqueline Karen 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - March 3 

The World Day of Prayer, observed on March 3, 2023, is a global ecumenical movement which brings Christians of 
many traditions together to observe a common day of prayer each year. A different participating country writes the 
service each year, prepared this year by the Taiwan committee. Countries are encouraged to come together in spirit, 
uniting on a common day to pray for relevant issues affecting women and children. We can hear their concerns and 
needs and can join in solidarity with them as we pray with and for them. In this way, it is possible to enrich our 
Christian faith as it grows deeper and broader in an international, ecumenical expression.    
  

In our community World Day of Prayer, 2023, will be celebrated at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church                                           
113 Victoria St., Woodstock, on Saturday, March 18, 10 am to 12 pm. 

  St. Gertrude Sts. Simon & Jude St. Thomas St. Bonaventure 

Loose 248.15 5.00     

Envelopes 1342.55 354.00 20.00    

PAD 1,342 222.00 77.00 30.00 

E-Transfer 71.00 400.00     
Candles  30.00     

Global South  50.00     

Missions in Canada 100.00 20.00   

Little Church 6.40       
Lynn Lake 250.00     

Initial Envelopes       

Memorials      

Development /Peace        

Poor and Needy        

New Year  10.00      

TOTALS: 3370.10 1081.00 97.00 30.00 

PARISH OFFERTORY                     FEBRUARY 18/19, 2023                           $4578.10   

 
 
 

 

 
If you wish to donate toward the relief efforts in Turkey and Syria,                                                                                       

Go online to the Development and Peace – Caritas Canada website at     www.devp.org     

Development and Peace: A Movement of Solidarity                                                                     

Established in 1967, Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada is the official 
international solidarity organization of the Catholic Church in Canada.                                                                     
We partner with organizations in the Global South that promote alternatives to 
unjust social, political, and economic structures and support women in their quest 
for equality and justice.                                                                                                                                                             
With the help of our 11,000+ volunteer members, we inform Canadians about the 
root causes of impoverishment and mobilize them to act for change. Our Lenten 
campaign, Stand for the Land focuses on people’s defence of their territories in 
Colombia and Honduras.                                                                                                                  

To learn more about our movement and to join us, visit www.devp.org ……………………………………………………. 

Shrine Sunday Planning Meeting                                                                                                                                         

March 14 @ 7 pm                                                                                                                                                                           

St Gertrude’s                                                                                                            

Parish Hall                                                                                                                                                             

All welcome! 

mailto:jkeirstead21@gmail.com
http://www.devp.org/
http://www.devp.org/


Good News for St. John the Baptist Parish    

                      
CLC stands for ‘Christian Life Community’.  CLC has been in Sts. Simon and Jude since 1991. Small groups of people 
who share faith, and faith formation meet every two weeks. There are 10 communities in the Atlantic provinces- 
NB, NS, PEI.  There are many across Canada and in 80 other countries.                                                                                                                        

We learn different methods of how to pray with the different types of Scripture. We follow Ignatian Spirituality as 
do the Jesuits, in which we practice seeing God in all things, and are formed for action working with Jesus in daily 
life, starting with small things. Through the years, CLC here has initiated different actions: started the collection 
for Food Bank and clothing to the Homeless, initiated Advent and Lenten projects, had wine and cheese gatherings 
for our ministries just a few examples, led World Day of Prayer with the various churches attending, hosted the 
ecumenical Ladies’ night out.  

People, through the years, have joined, learned to pray with Scripture but when it was time to learn about the 
Regional CLC the National CLC and the World CLC, they discovered they preferred a small prayer group. CLC is a 
World -Wide group of communities with the Secretariat in Rome. It is part of the Church and recognized in Canon 
Law. Karen Lawson Reeves is currently on the Regional Council and is representing the Atlantic Region at the 
National level so also sits on the National Council. The good news today is that Karen has been chosen as one of 
the two Canadian delegates to go the WORLD ASSEMBLY in France in August.  Just two delegates from each of 
the 80 countries. This World Assembly plans the direction and formation for the CLCs for the next 5 years. She 
will be meeting and working with people from all over the world. A good friend of our church and a spiritual 
director, Graydon Nicholas, has this to say to Karen and to us: 

Congratulations!  CLC came to Nackawic on the evening of November 21,1991. In October 1992, Father John 
English [Father of CLC Canada] visited Nackawic to speak about CLC. Little did any of us know that the seeds of 
spirituality that were planted would reap spiritual fruit. Karen, you are the fruit of that visit and talk. You are a 
most worthy delegate to represent all CLC in Canada. You will represent all of those who joined CLC from your 
parish. It is such a rich spiritual history. Our prayers will continue as you prepare for your graced history.  

Love and prayers, Beth and Graydon  

Congratulation Karen, and let us keep her in our prayers as she attends many meetings in preparation. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

St. John Diocesan Council Development and Peace--Share Lent Workshop  

Saturday, March 11, 2023 at Msgr. Boyd Centre, St. Dunstan Church                                                                                                                     
120 Regent St. Fredericton, NB     Time: 10 am - 12:30 pm                                                                                      

Featured presentations: "Create Hope-Stand for the Land"                                                                                                                                              
Adah Ogbe, Animator for D&P Maritimes                                                                                                                                                                
Graydon Nicholas, Indigenous Elder                                                                                                                                                                           
Note: If you cannot attend in person, you can join the meeting via Zoom                                                                                                                     

Register in advance for this meeting:                                                                             
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kdOmgrT8oGdTXVJ3YtBYh9o2FaEB8_sY  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION / FIRST EUCHARIST PREPARATION 2023    

Faith Formation for Families continues every Sunday from 10-11 am in St Gertrude's Church Hall. 

Children of all ages and their families are welcome.                                                                                      

FAITH FORMATION is a life-long process, and the sacraments are the milestones along this faith journey 

where we encounter Christ.                                                                                                                                      

With the on-going support of St. John the Baptist Parish, we have a team of catechists very eager to 

welcome children in Grades two or above and journey with their families during this very special time as 

their children prepare for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. 

• The program will run for 8-10 weeks, every Sunday except for holidays 

• Instruction will begin at 10 am in the Parish Hall and conclude at 10:50 am  

• Parents are strongly encouraged to attend each session.                                                                               

We would also encourage each family to attend Mass with their children each week 

• We will offer a half day retreat for students to receive First Reconciliation prior to First Eucharist 

• First Eucharist will be celebrated at the end of May or the beginning of June 2023 (TBD)              

To register your child, please see Allison Chandra at FFFF or email:  mchandra@nb.sympatico.ca                                                                                                                                                                    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Annual General Meeting                                                                                                                                               

St. John the Baptist Parish will hold an Annual General Meeting on Sunday March 26, 

2023 at the Parish Hall, following the 11 am Mass.                                                                                                                                               

All Committees are kindly requested to submit their report to the Parish Office by March 05, 2023    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tax Season                                                                                                              

Community Volunteer Income Tax Program (CVITP) helps people with modest income, complete and file their 

income tax free of charge. They can be completed via phone by contacting volunteers in this area. You may also 

drop off your tax information at the LP Fisher Library and the Dr. Walter Chestnut Library. There will be walk-in 

clinics at St. James United Church in Woodstock on March 2, 9, 22 and April 6, 20, 27.                                                  

These clinics are from 1 to 4 pm, except March 22, which is from 1 to 6 pm.                                                                                                                        

For more information or to have your taxes completed by phone, contact any of the following volunteers:                                          

Jocelyn (506) 323-0343, Terrance (506) 328-5262, Dorothy (506) 276-4604 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

VALLEY FOOD BANK REQUEST                                                                                        

February 2023                                                                                                                                                      

Thank you to all parishioners from St. Gertrude's and Sts. Simon & Jude for generously contributing, 

on a weekly basis, to our local Valley Food Bank.  During the month of February 2023, the Food Bank has 

announced that they need the following food items: cereal, Kraft Dinner, spaghetti sauce, pasta, rice, canned 

vegetables, canned soup, cookies, canned tomatoes, canned pasta. Thank you, again, in advance for helping to 

stock the shelves of Valley Food Bank so that they can meet the needs of persons and families in need.      

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kdOmgrT8oGdTXVJ3YtBYh9o2FaEB8_sY
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SAINT MARIA BERTILLA BOSCARDIN - Feast February 26                                           

If anyone knew rejection, ridicule, and disappointment, it was today’s saint. But such trials only brought 

Maria Bertilla Boscardin closer to God and more determined to serve him.  Born in Italy in 1888, the 

young girl lived in fear of her father, a violent man prone to jealousy and drunkenness. Her schooling was 

limited so that she could spend more time helping at home and working in the fields. She showed few 

talents and was often the butt of jokes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

In 1904, she joined the Sisters of Saint Dorothy and was assigned to work in the kitchen, bakery and 

laundry. After some time, Maria received nurses’ training and began working in a hospital with children 

suffering from diphtheria. There the young nun seemed to find her true vocation: nursing very ill and 

disturbed children. Later, when the hospital was taken over by the military in World War I, Sister Maria 

Bertilla fearlessly cared for patients amidst the threat of constant air raids and bombings.  She died in 

1922 after suffering for many years from a painful tumor. Some of the patients she had nursed many 

years before were present at her canonization in 1961. This saint knew the hardships of living in an 

abusive situation. Let us pray to her to help all those who are suffering from any form of spiritual, mental, 

or physical abuse.     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~       

THE BEATITUDES  

(from Seasons of Your Heart by Macrina Wiederkehr) 

 
“In praying the beatitudes, I tried to image the people who lived them. I asked them to ‘tell me their 

story.’ Here is the wisdom they shared with me:” 
 

Blessed, are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

I asked those sorrowing. What does it mean to mourn?   

An old man stepped forward. To mourn, he said, is to care so deeply 

that you show your ache in person …                                                                   

Blessed are you if you are so full of compassion you see the need before 

it is spoken. Blessed are you if you can offer to others a heart that feels 

their sorrow, a heart that can wait quietly beside them; a heart that does 

not try to hurry the healing. 

 

To mourn is to forget yourself for a moment and get lost in someone else's pain… 

and then, to find yourself in the very act of getting lost.  

To mourn is to be an expert in the miracle of being careful with another's pain. 

It is to stand in solidarity with the poor and persecuted of the world.  

It is to stand in solidarity with those who cannot help themselves.  

To mourn is to join the song of the dying and to be healed by the song and the death. 

                    Season of Lent 2023  

The following is an outline of liturgies and special celebrations:    

  Stations of the Cross, every Friday evening at Sts. Simon & Jude, at 6:30 pm 

  Stations of the Cross, every Friday evening at St. Gertrude, at 7 pm.                                                                                                

Feb. 03 …hosted by Woodstock First Nation       

  Reconciliation: St. Gertrude, Sunday, March 12 @ 3 pm      

Sts. Simon & Jude, Tuesday, March 21 @ 6:30 pm 

  Lent Reflection materials available  

Further information will be available in each weekend bulletin throughout Lent. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS                                                                                                                                                                   

The Stations of the Cross depict 14 events in the Passion of Jesus Christ, beginning with Jesus being 

condemned to death and ending with His body being laid in a tomb. The pious practice of praying the 

Stations of the Cross originated in medieval Europe when pilgrims were unable to visit the Holy Land, so 

instead “visited” these Holy places through prayer.                                                                                                                                                                              

St. Francis of Assisi, the founder of the Franciscan order, authored Stations of the Cross that popularized 

the devotion throughout the world. Today, you will find Stations of the Cross in almost every Catholic 

Church, particularly prayed on Lenten Fridays, but available throughout the year for meditation and 

reflection.      

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                  

DIOCESAN PLANNING STUDY                                                                                            

The Diocese of Saint John is conducting a comprehensive planning study of the entire diocese to help 

gauge Individual Parish Needs, an Endowment for Parish Evangelization Efforts and the interest and 

support for the Cathedral Restoration.                                                                                                                                        

If you receive a survey in the mail, you can complete it and return it to the diocese by mail or place it in 

the offertory basket anytime in February or March. There will be listening sessions in the Fredericton 

Region on March 2 (Saint John the Baptist Parish, 7:00 pm), March 4 (Saint Mary Magdalene Parish, 

10:00 am), and March 5 (Our Lady of Peace Parish, 2:00 pm) to gather feedback..                                                                                                                                       

Your thoughts are extremely valuable during this planning process  

and participation is greatly appreciated. 

Join our parishioners on Thursday, March 02 @ 7 pm                                                          

in St. Gertrude’s Parish Hall.  


