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Please continue to pray with the Pope for the Future of the Very Young.
That every country takes the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very young, especially those who are suffering.

J ANUARY 3
5:00 PM:
ALTAR SERVERS: Carly Berkey,

Eli Berkey
CANDLE BEARERS: Kyra Cypress,

Leo Fagan
LECTOR: Pam Hughes
EMHCS: Jacquie Dahlin, Jeanette Pinker,

Jim Shepherd, Matt Swoboda,
Mary Ann Taylor

G IFTBEARERS: Lampe Family
MUSICIANS: Jean and Friends
NERI DOLLAR SELLER:
USHERS: Vern Andersen, Ron Allbright,

Jim Coe, Rock Cramer,
Jim Schlotfeld

J ANUARY 4 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
7:30 AM: 10:30 AM:

ALTAR SERVERS: Peter Bahle, ALTAR SERVERS: Lilly Bazer,
Joel Sutherland GraceLynn Bazer

CANDLE BEARER: Isaiah Sutherland CANDLE BEARERS: James Bohnenkamp,
Thomas Bohnenkamp

LECTOR: Jan Sammons LECTOR: Kelli Peck
EMHCs: Maria Hackenberg, EMHCs: Tamatha Buell, Bill Cheese,

Bonnie Shea, Mary Todd, DeLynne Clausen,
Jerry Ziska Nancy Ryckman, Rita Ziska
Norine Hoffman G IFTBEARERS: A. Bohnenkamp Family

G IFTBEARERS: Sammons Family MUSICIANS: Colleen and Friends
NERI DOLLAR SELLER: NERI DOLLAR SELLER:
USHERS: Carl Sedlacek, USHERS: Rick Krebs, Fred Maycock,

Chuck Holderness, Tim Kiuntke, Carl Cramer,
Chuck Livengood Mark Lampe

Parish Support

Numbers not available at time of printing.

Capital Campaign Update
Total amount pledged to date = $1,496,152.32
Total amount received to date = $1,098,688.05

God speaks to us in many ways, including through this Sunday’s Scripture readings.
We honor the relationships of parents and children.

Reading 1 Sirach 3:2-6 Reading 2 Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
Gospel Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Question of the Week –

Adults: We are invited to let the word of Christ dwell within us and direct our daily lives.
Which one of the lifestyle suggestions in this reading speaks most loudly to you?

Children: When is it the hardest for you to obey your parents?

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND: Mary Breitkrutz, Wayne and Ellen Russell
COLLECTION MONEY COUNTERS: ,
ST. V INCENT DE PAUL CALL COORDINATOR FOR THE WEEK OF MONDAY, DECEMBER 30: Jean Tosoni
IMMANUEL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – THURSDAY, J ANUARY 1: Nancy Core, Theresa O’Neill

NEW Y EARS EVE DECEMBER 31
5:00 PM:
ALTAR SERVERS: Brayden Bessey,

Kiara Buller
LECTOR: Rich McShane

EMHCS: Bev Baer, Regina Cronkhite,
Norine Hoffman, Dorie Mittlieder,
Jan Sammons

G IFTBEARERS: Need a Volunteer Family
MUSICIANS:
USHERS:

NEW Y EARS DAY J ANUARY 1, 2020
9:00 A .M.
ALTAR SERVERS: Dayton Collins,

Isabella Ramsgard
LECTOR: Larry Ziska

EMHCS: Kelli Peck, Bill Cheese,
Bob Jones, Jeanne Taylor,
Rita Ziska

G IFTBEARERS: Need a Volunteer Family
MUSICIANS:
USHERS:

Many of you have asked what is the best way to send greetings to Fr. Joseph Ssekyewa in Uganda, East Africa. If you would
like to send greetings and/or financial support to Fr. Joseph, put it in an envelope clearly marked “Fr. Joseph and place it in the
collection basket or bring it/mail it to the Parish Office. Fr. Joseph has a friend at Creighton who travels to Uganda regularly.
He will take the mail to Fr. Joseph. We ask that you do not seal the envelope. It is best if we send money that we send the
largest denomination bill possible. We will mark the envelope with the amount and put all the money together in large bills.
Please know we will not read your message, we only want to make sure we achieve the best exchange rate for your gift.
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Mass Intentions December 30 – J anuary 4

Sunday 7:30 AM
10:30 AM

Larry and Marie Carman +
Jim Lohmeier +

Saturday 5:00 PM Francis Pleiss +
First Friday 8:15 AM Memorial Society
Thursday 8:15 AM Leonard “Babe” Adler +

Wednesday 9:00 AM Our Parish Family Int.

Tuesday 8:15 AM
5:00

PM

Fr. Mario Int.
Our Parish Family Int.

Monday 8:15 AM Ron and Mary Beauchene Int.

THE WEEK AHEAD
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29

CUB SCOUTS – Parish Center

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (RCIC)

NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 SOLEMNITY OF MARY

5:00 PM MASS – Church

WEDNESDAY, J ANUARY 1 SOLEMNITY OF MARY

9:00 AM MASS – Church

FIRST FRIDAY, J ANUARY 3
9:00 AM ADORATION AND BENEDICTION – Church

SATURDAY, J ANUARY 4

NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS

9:00 AM KNIGHTS TAKE DOWN OUTDOOR NATIV ITY

SUNDAY, J ANUARY 5

9:00 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL (RCIC)

NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS

As a Parish and as a School, we
are praying for the Seminarians

of the Archdiocese of Omaha. Every two weeks we
will feature a young man who is discerning a vocation
to the priesthood.

Please join us in praying:
God our Father, You made each of us to receive our gifts
in the Body of Christ. We ask that You inspire young
people whom You call to the priesthood and
consecrated life to courageously follow Your will. Send
workers into Your great harvest so that the Gospel is
preached, the poor are
served with love, the suffering are comforted, and Your
people are strengthened by the Sacraments. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen. ~ Pope Francis

TRAVELING CHALICE AND CROSS PROGRAM
The purpose of the Chalice and Cross
Program is to encourage families to
pray and promote all vocations, but
especially vocations to the Priesthood
and Religious Life. The consecrated
Chalice is a tangible reminder of this
special intention for the Church. The
Second Vatican Council highlights the
responsibility of the laity to pray for and support
vocations. This urgent call has been strongly
affirmed in the writings and addresses of both Pope
John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI.
Praying for vocations is the most powerful way to
support vocations. A vocation is a call from the
Holy Spirit, a gift from God that is nurtured in prayer.
When we pray for vocations, we lift up to our Father
those men and women whom He is calling to follow
Him in a very special way. We hope that those who
bring the cup and cross home will continue to pray
daily for vocations.
This week, Ed and Mary Fink Family will be taking
home the Traveling Chalice and Cross. The Cathy
Fluckey Family will be taking it home next weekend.
If you are interested in the opportunity to take the
Traveling Chalice home, please sign up in the binder
on the table by the Mary statue.

Paul Floersch
Theology II

North American College – Rome
St. Robert Bellarmine, Omaha

CHRISTIAN HUMOR A wife comes downstairs before a
dinner date with her husband. "Do I look fat in this dress?"
the wife asks. "Do I look dumb in this shirt?" the husband
replies.

WE EXPERIENCE GOD
THROUGH

TRUTH, BEAUTY AND GOODNESS.
All three can be found in

abundance
on a Cloisters on the Platte retreat.
The Cloisters, located in Gretna, NE,
offers 3-day silent Ignation retreats
for men and women ages 8 & older.

There is no set cost to attend but a free will offering is
requested once the retreat concludes. The St. Philip Neri-
Blessed Sacrament men’s retreat will be Jan. 9-12. A life
changing experience awaits. For more info. & to register,

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO
Don and Ruth McGonigal and Paul and J eanne Taylor

Don and Ruth celebrated their 74th wedding anniversary
on December 23rd.
Paul and Jeanne celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on
December 27th. Please help us
shower them with best wishes by
sending a card to: Don & Ruth McGonigal;
5207 Raven Oaks Dr; Omaha, NE 68152-1748 and
Paul & Jeanne Taylor; 8722 No. 57th St.; Omaha, NE
68152
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
UPCOMING RETREATS AT ST. BENEDICT CENTER

1126 Road I, PO Box 528, Schuyler, NE 68661-0528
Ph: 402-352-8819 or visit: www.StBenedictCenter.com
Email: Retreats@ StBenedictCenter.com
Register now at www.StBenedictCenter.com

V ISIT NATIV ITY SCENES Jan. 2-6, 2020 8AM - 7PM
Everybody is invited to make a pilgrimage to St. Benedict
Center, view God’s Love made visible in nativity scenes
from the Holy Land, from Africa, Asia, South & North
America and Europe and pray for the peace which our
world so urgently needs. No admission fee.
“We Are All One Body” (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:12): The
J ourney to Christian Unity, Jan. 18, 1-day retreat
with Brother Tobias Dammert, OSB. “If Christians ignore the
call to unity, which comes from the Lord, they risk ignoring
the Lord himself.” (Pope Francis) At the Last Supper, Jesus
prayed for his disciples & all people of good will that they
may be one as He & the Father are one. During this Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity, we will explore through
prayerful reflection what unity in a diversity of brothers &
sisters from all Christian denominations could mean for us
today. This retreat is open to all Christians & will begin at
10 a.m. & close with an ecumenical prayer service at 3:30
p.m. Program fee: $35. Lunch is available for $11.02
(includes tax). 
THE SPIRITUAL PATH: SETTING YOUR GOALS WITH GOD
Jan. 24-25 Do you have a plan to put your faith into
action in 2020? Make this the year for you & God to walk
your spiritual path together.  This workshop with Lisa Kelly,
M.A., gives you a process rooted in Ignatian Spirituality to
review the past year, gather wisdom from it, listen for the
callings of your heart, & articulate new goals for the
coming year. Adapted from the best-selling life coaching
program, Best Year Yet. This is a perfect retreat for couples
or friends to do together to support each other throughout
the year. Friday, 7:30 a.m. to Saturday, closing with a
special dedication Mass at 4:00p.m. 
Men’s Retreat: Your Word is a Light for My Path (cf. Psalm
119:112), Jan. 31 – Febr. 2, a retreat for men of all ages.
With so much happening in our lives, what is really
important can get sidelined. This retreat is about putting
first things first in this coming year. St. Benedict & other
spiritual masters can show us how to live a life of balance
& a life directed toward God. Get to know & practice
useful spiritual tools for this journey in 2020 & beyond.
Benedictines Fr. Eugene McReynolds, Brother August
Schaefer, & Fr. Thomas Leitner will direct this retreat, which
is co-sponsored by the Pro Sanctity Movement. The
schedule includes brief conferences, silence, Mass,
Confession, fellowship, & spiritual direction. Scholarships
are available. Friday, 7:30 p.m. to Sunday, after Lunch.
Program Fee: $70. Rooms per night: single occupancy: $45

ST. PHILIP NERI SCHOOL
Through hard work, perseverance and
a faith in God you can live your dreams.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
December 20th - January 5th - Christmas Break;

School resumes on January 6th

HELP US UPDATE OUR SCHOOL RECORDS AND FIND OUR ALUMS! 
Did you graduate from St. Philip Neri or Blessed
Sacrament grade school?  We have posted some class
pictures on the St. Philip Neri School website
(spnschoolomaha.com).  There is a link on the website to a
form so that we can collect current information and update
our records. We also would like to let you know about
Parish and alumni activities. Your current information is
collected for the sole purpose of communicating with you.

FOR THOSE WHO AREN’T ALREADY PLUGGED INTO THE FORMED
PLATFORM, we’d encourage you to check it out (link & how
to register are detailed below). 

http://spnbs.formed.org/
Our parish has a subscription to this evangelization &
catechetical tool, put together by the Augustine Institute.
Many different apostolates have teamed up as co-workers
in the vineyard to provide a proverbial ocean of solidly
Catholic material to help us grow in our
friendship/relation-
ship with Christ & the Church He founded.  On the home
page of the link above, find the phrase “REGISTER NOW”.
 Click on it & a window will appear asking you to enter
your name & other material (like creating a password).
BOOM! You’ll be in....enjoying any number of cool, faith-
building episodes. 
For those with tablets & “smart” phones, Formed also has
an app which has been used for group sessions. Very
handy! Please call or email the Parish Office or talk with
Fr. Mario if you have problems with registering. 

HELP WANTED! RMH Business Service Center, a parishioner
owned accounting firm, is looking to add an administrative
assistant to their team to help through tax season and
beyond.  Hours are mainly 9:00 am to 2:00 pm during the
work week.  However, some Saturday mornings may be
requested during peak times. If interested, call Raylyn at
402-689-8681or email at rramsgard@ rmhbizservice.com

Mark your Calendar! February 22, 2019
Dinner & Raffle tickets will be on sale soon!
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plus tax, double occupancy: $38 plus tax Meals per day:
$28.15 plus tax. Early reservations appreciated.

Discover the J oy of Forgiveness, Febr. 14 - 15, retreat
with Sandy Hoenig, M.A. There's never been a better time
to remove the barriers to a healthy, productive life!  You
can be free from grudges, resentment, self-defeating
habits, & negative feelings. Forgiving is the only way to
stop the pain & bring hope for the future. Come on a
"healing journey!" You'll discover that forgiveness is a
profound emotional strength. Together we'll identify &
process the stages of forgiveness & healing. Along the
way, you'll learn strategies you can use in your personal
&/or professional life to avoid or resolve hurtful
situations.  Make peace with your past so you can go on
with your life!  Bring a notebook for journaling. Friday,
7:30 p.m., to Saturday, 4 p.m. Program Fee: $50.
Rooms Per Night: Single Occupancy: $45 plus tax Double
Occupancy: $38 plus tax Meals: $18.20 plus tax

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
HERE’S A LIST OF FUNDRAISERS THAT GO ON THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
THESE ARE EASY WAYS TO HELP OUR PARISH AND SCHOOL EARN
MONEY OR MERCHANDISE WITHOUT TAKING EXTRA MONEY OUT OF
YOUR POCKET!
Please keep this list handy as a reminder that helping is
easy.
Hy-Vee Receipts – This year’s CASH FOR STUDENTS
program began on Sunday, September 1st and continues
through Tuesday, December 31, 2019 and includes the
Omaha and Plattsmouth Hy-Vee stores. Here’s how it works:
Parents, grandparents, friends, staff and administrators
who shop at any of the Omaha and Plattsmouth Hy-Vee
stores save your receipts and turn them into our school. Hy-
Vee records and totals the receipts collected and agrees to
donate $1.00 for every $200.00 spent. The maximum
award to be donated per school is $2,000.00.

(Amanda Bogard – parent representative)
Bottle caps and Coke codes from all Coke products.
Please send in the bottle caps and the code from inside the
12-packs, 18-packs, or 24-packs.

(Chris Berkey – parent representative)
Neri Dollars: Neri Dollars are gift cards to your favorite
vendors. They are easy to use and a percentage will go
toward reducing your tuition. Contact Cathy Fluckey or
Marie McFarland at the Parish Office with questions or to
make your purchase.
Box Tops 4 Education – Please save box tops of General
Mills cereal and Betty Crocker products, and from various
products like Fruit Roll Ups, Ortega products, Kleenex, etc.
It’s easy to do. Just cut out the “box top” and send it to
school, or consider downloading the Box Tops app. Instead
of cutting out each individual box top and sending it to
school, you can scan your receipts and the money will be
automatically sent directly to our school! For more
information on this app, go to:

https://www.today.com/parents/there-s-wholenew-way-
collect-box-tops-education-t159507

(Shelly Philbin – parent representative)
Aluminum cans - We also collect and recycle pop/beer
cans for the Knights of Columbus by the shed in the corner
of the Church parking lot. The money is used to fund
scholarships for eighth grade students attending Catholic
High School.
Together a Greater Good (TAGG) Get in the habit
of “TAGGing” your purchases at area stores & restaurants.

Go to www.togetheragreatergood.com
to download the app!

Need help downloading the TAGG app? Give Cathy
Fluckey a call & she can walk you through it.

*** If you make a purchase at a business that
participates with TAGG & you do not want to have
the app on your phone or you have a phone that does

not have apps, please turn your receipt into the Parish Office
or give it to the Neri Dollar seller & we will make
sure SPN-BS receives credit for your purchase. We MUST
have the receipt within 7 days of your purchase!!!

AND…You can now TAGG your Hy-Vee receipt & the
Parish will receive 1% of your purchase! The TAGG
MUST be done within 7 days of purchase.

Bakers If you shop at Bakers, be sure to enroll in the Bakers
Community Rewards program & designate St. Philip Neri-
Blessed Sacrament & we will receive a donation quarterly
based on the amount of your purchases.
PRO-LIFE PRAYERS NEEDED Join other pro-lifers in peaceful
prayer on Mondays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the public
right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 3105 N. 93rd

St.  A priest or other volunteer leads prayers during the
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. prayer hour on Mondays.  Prayers are
also offered at this location on Saturday mornings from
10–11 a.m.  Parking is available in front of Essential
Pregnancy Services located at 3029 N. 93rd St.  You are
also invited to pray on Thursdays (9 –11:30 a.m. & 3–4:30
p.m.), Fridays (7:30 – 9a.m.) & Saturdays (6:30, 7:30, 8
(Spanish), & 9 a.m.) at the Bellevue Health Clinic at 1002
W. Mission Ave. in Bellevue.  Parking is available in front
of Essential Pregnancy Services located at 908 W. Mission
Ave.  For more info, visit www.RespectLifeOmaha.com, or
contact Whitney Bradley 402-551-9003 ext. 1306 or
wabradley@ archomaha.org 
HIS GLOBAL LOVE PRAYER COMMUNITY INV ITES YOU TO A HEALING
MASS on Wednesday, January 15th, 7- 8:30 p.m. with Fr.
Kevin Joyce at St. Bernard Church, 3601 N. 65th.
Praise & worship begins at 6:30 p.m. with Ablaze Worship.
All are welcome. ???’s Call Marie Peri at 402-451-1974.
EMBRACE GRACE J anuary 13 – March 30, 2020
St. Gerald’s is launching a new small group ministry called
Embrace Grace. This group provides emotional, practical,
& spiritual support for single, young pregnant women who
find themselves in an unexpected pregnancy. The goal of
Embrace Grace is to empower the church to be a safe
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place for young women when they find out they are
pregnant. This 12-week program will teach about God's
love & grace. At the end, the mothers will be given a
baby shower to honor them for choosing life & to help
provide for their baby’s needs. If you or someone you
know would feel supported by this group, contact
Bernadette Costello at 402-960-3259
or bcostello31@ icloud.com.
 

RETROUVAILLE February 14 - 16 2020
Is your marriage going down the right road . . . or is it a
little off track?  Life can be difficult, & so can the
challenges you face in marriage. Retrouvaille can help get
your relationship back on track.  For more information
about a Retrouvaille Weekend program, call 1-800-470-
2230 Or www.helpourmarriage.org, www.retrouvaille.org
LIFE Runners Banquet - SAV E THE DATE!  The annual LIFE
Runners "All In Christ for Pro-Life!" Banquet is Thurs, Feb 20,
2020. Archbishop Naumann, who leads the USCCB Pro-Life
committee, is the speaker for the event. The banquet
benefits school LIFE Runners chapters.  Details and tickets at
liferunners.org/banquet.  Not a teammate yet? Join the
world’s largest Pro-Life team with nearly 14,000
teammates ages .1 to 101 in 39 nations, impacting hearts
and minds for saving lives globally. Running is optional!
Sign up at liferunners.org/join, order “REMEMBER The
Unborn” jersey and wear it in public.  God first, Life
always, Teammates forever!   
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