
Third Sunday of Lent - Year A March 15, 2020

Please continue to pray with the Pope for the Catholics in China.
We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity.

MARCH 21
5:00 PM:
ALTAR SERVERS: Dean Crowe,

Agnes Lampe
CANDLE BEARERS: Gus Lampe,

Martha Lampe
LECTOR: Jerry Bexten
EMHCS:

G IFTBEARERS:
MUSICIANS: Jean and Friends
NERI DOLLAR SELLER: Diane Weber
USHERS: Vern Andersen, Ron Allbright,

Jim Coe, Rock Cramer,
Jim Schlotfeld

MARCH 22
7:30 AM: 10:30 AM:

ALTAR SERVERS: Isaiah Sutherland, ALTAR SERVERS: Ring Akol,
Joel Sutherland Anna Jensen

CANDLE BEARER: Isabelle Taylor, CANDLE BEARERS: Ava Jensen,
Scarlett Taylor Titus Parys

LECTOR: Jerry Ziska LECTOR: Ed Fink
EMHCs: EMHCs:

G IFTBEARERS:
G IFTBEARERS: MUSICIANS: Kim B. and Friends
NERI DOLLAR SELLER: Judy Bahle NERI DOLLAR SELLER: Kara Rief
USHERS: Carl Sedlacek, USHERS: Rick Krebs, Fred Maycock,

Chuck Holderness, Tim Kiuntke, Carl Cramer,
Chuck Livengood Mark Lampe

Parish Support
March 1-7, 2020

WEEKLY BUDGETED AMOUNT $8,961.51
WEEKLY COLLECTION $11,803.55
YEAR TO DATE BUDGETED AMOUNT $325,574.83
YEAR TO DATE COLLECTION $317,466.90

VARIANCE – OVER (UNDER)
WEEKLY $2,842.04
YEAR TO DATE ($8,107.93)

Capital Campaign Update
Total amount pledged to date = $1,496,152.32
Total amount received to date = $1,140,812.38

Please continue to pray for the volunteers and workers.

God speaks to us in many ways, including through this Sunday’s Scripture readings.
Jesus is the living water.

Reading 1 Exodus 17:3-7 Reading 2 Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
Gospel John 4:5-42

Question of the Week –
Adults:  When you are tempted to try to satisfy your “thirst for meaning” through some other means,

what keeps you coming back to the living water of intimacy with Christ? Through what means
do you experience Christ’s power in your life: Sacraments? Scripture? Prayer? Others?

Children:  How do you experience Jesus helping and loving you?

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND: Bob and Betty Jones, Kelli Peck
COLLECTION MONEY COUNTERS: Larry Ziska, April Collamer
ST. V INCENT DE PAUL CALL COORDINATOR FOR THE WEEK OF MONDAY, MARCH 16: Cheryl Henkenius
IMMANUEL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – THURSDAY, MARCH 19: Kathy Rossitto

“Is the Lord in our midst or not?” Have you ever found yourself asking this question? Finding God’s presence and truly
encountering God are not always easy tasks. When we seek God only with our minds, we risk reducing God to simply an idea
rather than meeting him as someone who is real and actually present to us. We all have to wrestle with who we are and what
gives our lives purpose and meaning. We can often get confused and misunderstand not only who we are, but who God is. Even
the disciples and the Samaritan woman at the well missed the point Jesus was trying to make. There is only one person who can
satisfy the deepest yearnings and longings of our hearts. Only Jesus can lead us to truth and provide the water that can quench
our thirst. Each of us, not only with our heads but with our hearts, must come to see that Jesus is the Savior of the world. It is
only when we can honestly make this confession that we will know God is truly present.
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Mass Intentions March 16 – 22

Sunday 7:30 AM
10:30 AM

Our Parish Family Int.
Charlie Bierma +
Jeff Bierma +

Saturday 5:00 PM Bob Rawley +
Friday 8:15 AM Jane Coyle +

Thursday 8:15 AM SPN School Teachers & Staff Int.
Wednesday 8:15 AM Jaimie Leonardo +

Tuesday 8:15 AM Al LeClair +

Monday 8:15 AM Mick O’Neill +

As a Parish and as a School,
we

are praying for the
Seminarians
of the Archdiocese of Omaha. Every two weeks we
will feature a young man who is discerning a
vocation to the priesthood.
Please join us in praying:
God our Father, You made each of us to receive our
gifts in the Body of Christ. We ask that You inspire
young people whom You call to the priesthood and
consecrated life to courageously follow Your will.
Send workers into Your great harvest so that the
Gospel is preached, the poor are served with love, the
suffering are comforted, and Your people are
strengthened by the Sacraments. We ask this

TRAVELING CHALICE AND CROSS PROGRAM
The purpose of the Chalice and Cross
Program is to encourage families to
pray and promote all vocations, but
especially vocations to the Priesthood
and Religious Life. The consecrated
Chalice is a tangible reminder of this
special intention for the Church. The
Second Vatican Council highlights the
responsibility of the laity to pray for and support
vocations. This urgent call has been strongly
affirmed in the writings and addresses of both Pope
John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI.
Praying for vocations is the most powerful way to
support vocations. A vocation is a call from the
Holy Spirit, a gift from God that is nurtured in
prayer. When we pray for vocations, we lift up to
our Father those men and women whom He is
calling to follow Him in a very special way. We
hope that those who bring the cup and cross home
will continue to pray daily for vocations.
This week, the Sammons Family will be taking
home the Traveling Chalice and Cross. The Smedra
Family will be taking it home next weekend. Please
let us know if you are interested in the opportunity
to take the Traveling Chalice home, please sign up
in the binder on the table by the Mary statue.

Zachary Eischeid
Theology I

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
St.Boniface, Elgin

Lenten Days of Reflection

“Choose Wisely” Parish Mission
Father Gary Ostrander

March 15-17 7:00 p.m. in Church
with fellowship and refreshments following in the

Parish Center.
This “mission” is based upon the theme of

choosing wisely for our eternal salvation. When the
Hebrews were about to enter the promised land,
Moses gave the people the choice of following God or
abandoning God to worship false gods. He said the
consequences were “life and death”.
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus challenges us to
live our lives at a much more demanding level. In the
Sermon on the Mount he lays out what is expected in
living discipleship with him. He concluded with the
example of a builder who builds his house on solid
rock or on shifting sand. We have a choice, choose
wisely. He also concludes with the warning that the
road to hell is wide and flat and easy to go down. The
road to heaven is narrow, steep and difficult. Choose
wisely which road you take. The consequences of our
choice is “life and death”- here and hereafter.

Parish Penance Service – March 17
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In response to the many concerns
about casual contact and in the
interest of public health, we are
implementing the following
changes until further notice:

1. If you are sick, please stay
Home. The obligation to
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days does not
bind those who are ill, especially those who are
contagious and those who have compromised health
conditions or a low immune system.

2. Holy Communion will be distributed under the
species of bread alone. Gift bearer’s and
EMHC’s can disregard the schedule until further
notice. Fr. Mario will specifically ask an EMHC
before Mass to assist with distribution of the
Bread alone before each Mass.

3. There will not be an O ffertory Gift procession.
4. The sign of peace will not include handshakes, but

rather other signs and gestures that will curtail the
spread of disease.

5. Do not hold hands during the Lord’s Prayer.
6. There will not be Holy Water available in the fonts

at the doors of Church.

“Saint Joseph and the Christ Child,”
Bartolomé Estéban Murillo ca. 1655-60

In response to the continued spread of the novel
coronavirus, Archbishop George J. Lucas is asking
Catholics to invoke the intercession of St. Joseph on
Thursday, March 19 – the Solemnity of St. Joseph,
who is the patron saint of the Universal Church.

Prayers for the World
during the Outbreak of the
Coronavirus
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in
our tribulation. Through that charity which
bound you to the immaculate Virgin Mother
of God and through the paternal love with
which you embraced the Child Jesus, we
humbly beg you graciously to regard the
inheritance which Jesus Christ has
purchased by his Blood, and with your
power and strength to aid us in our
necessities.

O most loving father, ward off from us
every contagion of error and corrupting
influence; O our most mighty protector, be
propitious to us and from heaven assist us
in our struggle with the power of darkness;
and, as once you rescued the Child Jesus
from deadly peril, so now protect God’s
children from the snares of the enemy and
from all adversity; shield, too, each one of
us by your constant protection.
Amen.

(Excerpted from the Enchiridion
of Indulgences, 1969)
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ST. PHILIP NERI SCHOOL
Through hard work, perseverance and
a faith in God you can live your dreams.

PLEASE JOIN US!!!
SCHOOL BOARD HOSTED ‘TOWN HALL MEETING’

Title:       SPN School - Next Steps Collaboration
Date:      Postponed – watch for details!
Time:      6:30-8:00
Location: Activity Center
What: Structured dialogue focused on SPN strengths &
opportunities with goal of identifying what is MOST
important to our parents, students, teachers, staff &
parishioners collectively to prioritize our strategic plan.  
Bazer’s Signs N Designs are taking orders for a new round of
Spirit. Order forms home are available at the doors of
Church. Also, there are still some Spirit wear items at their
store on 8614 N. 30th St. If you’d like to
see if they have something in your size, call Adam at 402-
706-2129.

THE WEEK AHEAD
SUNDAY, MARCH 15

7:00 P.M. LENTEN DAYS OF REFLECTION – CHURCH &
PARISH CENTER

LADIES THAT SING - COFFEE & ? –
Parish Center – After 10:30 Mass

9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL (RCIC) - School

NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS

MONDAY, MARCH 16 – NO SCHOOL

7:00 P.M. LENTEN DAYS OF REFLECTION – CHURCH &
PARISH CENTER

TUESDAY, MARCH 17 – HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY !
– NO SCHOOL

7:00 P.M. LENTEN DAYS OF REFLECTION – CHURCH

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 – NO SCHOOL

NO STATIONS OF THE CROSS

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 – SOLEMNITY OF ST. J OSEPH
– NO SCHOOL

7:00 P.M. RCIA – Activity Center Meeting Room

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 – NO SCHOOL

6:30 P.M. STATIONS OF THE CROSS – Church
No Potluck in Parish Center

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS

SPECIAL COLLECTION AT MASS – CATHOLIC
RELIEF SERVICES

10 A.M. SPIRITUALLY FIT J OURNEY – Church

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

9:00
A.M.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (RCIC)

NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS

SPECIAL COLLECTION AT BOTH MASSES –
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

CHRISTIAN HUMOR An Irishman by the name of O’Malley
proposed to his girl on St. Patrick's Day. He gave her a
ring with a synthetic diamond. The excited young lass
showed it to her father, a jeweler. He took one look at it
& saw it wasn't real. The young lass, on learning it wasn't
real, returned to her future husband & protested
vehemently about his cheapness. "It was in honor of
St. Patrick's Day," he smiled. "I gave you a sham rock."

J OIN US FOR STATIONS OF THE CROSS EACH FRIDAY DURING LENT
at 6:30 p.m. Except for Friday, March 20th we will have
stations at 6:30 followed by a meatless potluck. Please
bring your favorite meatless dish to share. If you don’t
cook, please feel free to join us for fellowship &
conversation after we pray this ancient prayer of the
church. We will also offer Stations of the Cross with the
SPN School students on Wednesdays at 2:30 p.m. in the
church.  

NEXT STEPS COLLABORATION

Power Outage, Hostess broken leg, even ovens that didn’t
work properly – didn’t stop our delicious meal from
prepared and presented….
Out of an abundance of caution and with regret, our
annual Roast Beef Dinner on Palm Sunday has been
canceled due to….

C.O.V.I.D.-19
Christ Over Viruses and Infectious Diseases

“Have I not commanded you?
Be strong and courageous.

Do not be frightened, and do not be
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with

you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9



Third Sunday of Lent - Year A March 15, 2020

HERE’S A LIST OF FUNDRAISERS THAT GO ON THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
THESE ARE EASY WAYS TO HELP OUR PARISH AND SCHOOL EARN
MONEY OR MERCHANDISE WITHOUT TAKING EXTRA MONEY OUT OF
YOUR POCKET!
Please keep this list handy as a reminder that helping is
easy.
Bottle caps and Coke codes from all Coke products.
Please send in the bottle caps and the code from inside the
12-packs, 18-packs, or 24-packs.

(Chris Berkey – parent representative)
Neri Dollars: Neri Dollars are gift cards to your favorite
vendors. They are easy to use, and a percentage will go
toward reducing your tuition. Contact Cathy Fluckey or
Marie McFarland at the Parish Office with questions or to
make your purchase.
Box Tops 4 Education – Please save box tops of General
Mills cereal and Betty Crocker products, and from various
products like Fruit Roll Ups, Ortega products, Kleenex, etc.
It’s easy to do. Just cut out the “box top” and send it to
school, or consider downloading the Box Tops app. Instead
of cutting out each individual box top and sending it to
school, you can scan your receipts and the money will be
automatically sent directly to our school! For more
information on this app, go to:
https://www.today.com/parents/there-s-wholenew-way-
collect-box-tops-education-t159507

(Shelly Philbin – parent representative)
Aluminum cans - We also collect and recycle pop/beer
cans for the Knights of Columbus by the shed in the corner
of the Church parking lot. The money is used to fund
scholarships for eighth grade students attending Catholic
High School.
Together a Greater Good (TAGG) Get in the habit
of “TAGGing” your purchases at area stores & restaurants.

Go to www.togetheragreatergood.com
to download the app!

Need help downloading the TAGG app? Give Cathy
Fluckey a call & she can walk you through it.

*** If you make a purchase at a business that
participates with TAGG & you do not want to have
the app on your phone or you have a phone that does

not have apps, please turn your receipt into the Parish Office
or give it to the Neri Dollar seller & we will make
sure SPN-BS receives credit for your purchase. We MUST
have the receipt within 7 days of your purchase!!!

AND…You can now TAGG your Hy-Vee receipt & the
Parish will receive 1% of your purchase! The TAGG
MUST be done within 7 days of purchase.

Bakers If you shop at Bakers, be sure to enroll in the Bakers
Community Rewards program & designate St. Philip Neri-
Blessed Sacrament & we will receive a donation quarterly
based on the amount of your purchases.

TWO FREE Workshops!!!
Please register for any of the following FREE workshops:

April 4 Creating a Plan-for Peace of Mind,
short and long term.

  At the Servite Center 7400 Military Avenue
May 2 Are there different kinds of Dementia?

At the Servite Center 7400 Military Avenue
All on Saturday from 9:30-11am

To register: Flahertyconsulting@ cox.net or text or call:
402 312-9324 Nancy Flaherty

Web site: flahertyconsulting.net
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

UPCOMING RETREATS AT ST. BENEDICT CENTER
1126 Road I, PO Box 528, Schuyler, NE 68661-0528
Ph: 402-352-8819 or visit: www.StBenedictCenter.com
Email: Retreats@ StBenedictCenter.com
Register now at www.StBenedictCenter.com
Wherever You Are I Am, March 21 – 22, Lenten retreat
at Saint Benedict Center, Schuyler, with Sister Marie
Micheletto, RSM, M.A., L.P.C., LMHP. In so many ways, at so
many times in life’s journey, we are reminded of the Divine
Presence always with us. Lent can be a time for ‘re-
membering’ these past ‘God Moments:’ for noticing the
daily encounters in the present; for embracing the promise
and the call of the Divine; for believing in God’s
unconditional love for each and all, for gratitude that
Nothing is wasted and Everything counts. It all makes a
difference. It all goes better when we do it together….
Prayer, input, quiet time, sharing. Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to
Sunday after lunch. Register now
at www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819.
Sober and Merciful: Saint Benedict’s J ourney of
Mindfulness, March 27 – 29, retreat at Saint Benedict
Center, Schuyler, with Prior Mauritius Wilde, OSB,
Ph.D., from Rome/Italy.  Saint Benedict suggests a way on
which we will be able to let go of our “ego” – at least a
little bit – and become open to the fullness of life. What he
recommends to the Abbot of the monastery, is helpful for

http://spnbs.formed.org/
OUR PARISH HAS A SUBSCRIPTION TO THIS EVANGELIZATION &
CATECHETICAL TOOL, PUT TOGETHER BY THE AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE.
On the home page of the link above, find the phrase
“REGISTER NOW”.  Click on it & a window will appear
asking you to enter your name & other material (like
creating a password). BOOM! You’ll be in....enjoying any
number of cool, faith-building episodes. 
For those with tablets & “smart” phones, Formed also has
an app which has been used for group sessions. Very
handy! Please call or email the Parish Office or talk with
Fr. Mario if you have problems with registering. 

J PII Newman Center is now accepting applications for the
2020-21 school year! Do not wait to apply! Find out
more or apply at ww.jpiiomaha.org/apply-now
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all: Sobriety not only of the stomach, but as a basic
attitude of mindfulness. How can we courageously let go of
thoughts, desires, and emotions, in order to face our own
truth? How can we accept the reality of ourselves and
become merciful to others? This retreat is an invitation to
discover what God has in store for us every day. Friday,
7:30 p.m. to Sunday after lunch. Register now
at www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819.
 

“On the Third Day He Rose Again.” (Apostolic Creed), April 8
– 12, retreat at Saint Benedict Center, Schuyler, with Father
Tom Hillenbrand, OSB, S.T.L.  This retreat will focus
especially on the Holy Thursday liturgy and the impact of
the Holy Eucharist on our daily life. Times of silence,
meditation and talks will help us participate in the mystery
of Christ’s passion and resurrection. We invite you to join
the Benedictine monks in their prayer and worship during
the ‘Three Holy Days.’ Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. to Easter
Sunday after brunch. Register now
at www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819.
 

The Saint J ohn’s Bible: Heritage Edition Workshop, 
April 18, at Saint Benedict Center, Schuyler, with Brad
Neary, M.A. The Saint John’s Bible is the first handwritten
bible, commissioned by a Benedictine monastery in more
than five hundred years, on approximately 1,150 pages
and including 160 major illuminations. A copy of the large,
seven-volume leather bound Heritage Edition, which is a
fine art reproduction of The Saint John’s Bible, has been
donated to St. Benedict Center and will be on permanent
display starting in the summer of 2020. This workshop is for
those who might be interested in becoming docents for the
Saint John’s Bible: You will get to know The Saint John’s
Bible, learn “why” and “how” the original manuscript was
created and become familiar with the illuminations. No
charge. Lunch included. Register now
at www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
PRO-LIFE PRAYERS NEEDED Join other pro-lifers in peaceful
prayer on Mondays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the public
right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 3105 N. 93rd

St.  A priest or other volunteer leads prayers during the
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. prayer hour on Mondays.  Prayers are
also offered at this location on Saturday mornings from
10–11 a.m.  Parking is available in front of Essential
Pregnancy Services located at 3029 N. 93rd St.  You are
also invited to pray on Thursdays (9 –11:30 a.m. &
3–4:30 p.m.), Fridays (7:30 – 9a.m.) & Saturdays (6:30,
7:30, 8 (Spanish), & 9 a.m.) at the Bellevue Health Clinic
at 1002 W. Mission Ave. in Bellevue.  Parking is available
in front of Essential Pregnancy Services located at 908
W. Mission Ave.  For more info,
visit www.RespectLifeOmaha.com, or contact Whitney
Bradley 402-551-9003 ext. 1306 or
wabradley@ archomaha.org 

ABLAZE WORSHIP: Every month about 300 or more people
come together to worship God at Ablaze -- Catholics, non-
Catholics, teens, young adults, parents,
and grandparents. Ablaze Ministries was founded by
Fr. Michael Voithofer to build a stronger Culture of
Pentecost. This is a great place
for your whole family, young
and old, to experience more
of the Holy Spirit. Please
JOIN US for any or all of
the evening on
  - Sunday March 22nd - 6:30 p.m. 

St. Patrick's Church, 4 Valley View Dr.; Council Bluffs IA   
 

  - Friday March 27th - 7:00 p.m.
St. Gerald's Church, 96th & Q St., (Fish Fry 4:30-7p.m.)

LENTEN PASTA FEED at St. Joan of Arc, 3122 S. 74th St. on
March 20 & April 3 from 4:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Adults $9 - Children 6-12, $5 - Under 5 - Free
Price included all you can eat pasta, salad, bread & butter
& dessert, variety of beverages available. Sponsored by
St. Joan of Arc Men's Club & Knights of Columbus Council
#9918 Questions contact Kevin Malick – 402-990-4759
Men of Honor Catholic Men's Conference
Join us Saturday morning, April 18 as we pay tribute to our
soldiers and first responders while strengthening our
Catholic faith! The event begins with Mass at 8:30am with
Retired Major General, Bishop William Dendinger followed
by speakers: Former USAF Flight Medic, Dr. Lloyd Pierre,
Founder of Sancta Familia Medical Apostolate; former
USMC Sniper Team Leader, Adam Storey, Vice Chancellor
and Family Life Director, Diocese of Des Moines; and WMD
Defense Officer and former Air Force Academy professor,
Dr. Patrick Castle Founder of LIFE Runners. Coffee and rolls
will be provided by the St. James Knights of Columbus. This
event is free. Free will offering accepted. For more
information contact Deacon Peter
Kennedy: pkennedy@ stjamescatholicchurch.org or 402-
572-0499
Pilgrimage to Ireland & Northern Ireland:  Come along Nov.
9-19 to what is claimed by many to be the most beautiful
place on earth, the Emerald Isle! We’ll visit Belfast, Derry,
Knock, Galway, Killarney, Blarney, Dublin & so much
more! Mass each day in great Churches & Cathedrals
along the way. Cost is $3,379 departure from Omaha.  For
a brochure & more info, contact Fr. Dan Guenther, St.
Mary’s Parish, 311 – 4th St. N., Humboldt, Iowa 50548 or
call 712-899-6870 or email frdanguenther@ gmail.com 
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