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Capital Campaign Update

Total amount pledged to date = $1,496,152.32
Total amount received to date = $1,246,803.39
Please continue to pray for the volunteers and workers.

As a Parish and as a School,
we

are praying for the
Seminarians
of the Archdiocese of Omaha. Every two weeks we
will feature a young man who is discerning a vocation
to the priesthood.

Please join us in praying:
God our Father, You made each of us to receive our
gifts in the Body of Christ. We ask that You inspire
young people whom You call to the priesthood and
consecrated life to courageously follow Your will. Send
workers into Your great harvest so that the Gospel is
preached, the poor are served with love, the suffering
are comforted, and Your people are strengthened by the

Zachary Eischeid
Theology II

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
St. Cecilia, Omaha

SAINT PH ILIP NERI SCHOOL

The Eagle Way
Dream, Believe, Pray, Achieve

Dear St. Philip Neri School families and friends,
2020 was an extremely challenging year for all, and the
impact on educators and students is unfathomable. Hy-Vee
is excited to announce a special initiative to provide some
much-needed support to our local schools.
Hy-Vee is pledging $75,000 to support the needs of
teachers and students across our eight-state region in
response to the impact of the pandemic on local education.
With your cooperation, your Hy-Vee Drugstore wants to
help St. Philip Neri Elementary possibly receive up to
$5,000 of support. 
During Hy-Vee’s Fuel Your School promotion, winning
customers will choose which schools will receive a portion
of Hy-Vee’s $75,000 donation of cash and supplies.
Here’s how the promotion works:

 Between January 1–31, Hy-Vee customers are
invited to shop select brands in-store & online & use
their Hy-Vee Fuel Saver + Perks card at checkout.
For every qualifying purchase, the customer will
receive one entry into our Fuel Your School drawing.

 The first week of February, Hy-Vee will randomly
select 55 winners across its eight-state region.

o 50 winners will win various prizes along
with $1,000 to be awarded to a school of
their choice.

o 5 grand prize winners will receive up to
$500 in prizes with $5,000 awarded to the
school of their choice. Additionally,
Hy-Vee will provide Hy-Vee KidsFit
silicone bracelets to the entire school of
their choosing.

On behalf of all of us at Hy-Vee Drugstore, we look
forward to working with you to help St. Philip Neri
Elementary School possibly win up to $5,000! 
Nick Messerly, Store Manager,
Hy-Vee Drugstore 402-451-8843

Masks/Face Coverings are required at School Masses.
Please keep our students, teachers & staff in your prayers.

CHRISTIAN HUMOR There were a bunch of priests reciting
vespers together: Franciscans, Dominicans, Jesuits,
& a parish priest. All of the sudden the lights went out.
The Franciscans burst into a song praising God for the
darkness. The Dominicans began debuting about the
theology of darkness. The Jesuits began to argue about
whether they were still bound to Church law to recite
vespers. The parish priest went & changed the light bulb.

THE WEEK AHEAD
SUNDAY, J ANUARY 10

11:30 AM YOUTH GROUP – Parish Center

SPECIAL COLLECTION AT MASS: SEMINARY

NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS

TUESDAY, J ANUARY 12

7:00 P.M. FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

8:15
A.M.

MASS – GRADES 5 & 6 - Church

WEDNESDAY, J ANUARY 13

6:00 P.M.
NO FAITH FORMATION

FAMILY RECONCILIATION CLASS - School

8:15
A.M.

MASS – GRADES 3 & 4 - Church

THURSDAY, J ANUARY 14

7:00 P.M. RCIA – Activity Center Meeting Room

8:15
A.M.

MASS – GRADES 7 & 8 - Church

FRIDAY, J ANUARY 15
8:15

A.M.
MASS – GRADES 1 & 2 - Church

SATURDAY, J ANUARY 16
NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS

SUNDAY, J ANUARY 17

2

WEEKEND RETREATS AT CLOISTERS ON THE PLATTE have resumed
with social distancing in place in the Retreat Center & the
Chapel. Some of our Parish men have signed up for the Jan
14-17, 2021 retreat. It is a great time for personal
reflection to start the new year! To register go online at
www.CloistersonthePlatte.com to register. For more info
about the retreat contact Larry Ziska at 402-968-5090.
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IF YOU HAVE A NEED FOR NERI DOLLARS DURING THE PANDEMIC,
you can purchase the “on-hand” cards at the Parish Office.
Please contact Cathy Fluckey at 402-453-7240 if there
are cards that you need to pre-order or if you would like
us to deliver the “on-hand” cards to you. Buying and using
Neri Dollars is a great way to give back to the Parish
without taking extra money out of your wallet. With your
purchase the Parish receives 2% - 16% of the value of the
Neri Dollar gift cards.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PARISH PRAYER
Our Knights have moved the Rosary
in our Rosary Garden to the Parish
Center for the winter months.
Every FIRST & THIRD Thursday of the
month at 6pm join our Parish Knights
as they lead a Rosary & pray for the

HEALTH of our PARISH, AND our PARISHIONERS.
Everyone is invited! Face Masks & Social Distancing are
expected for everyone.

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council 5287

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO GO TO CONFESSION DURING CORONAV IRUS
If you can’t go to confession, take your sorrow directly
to God, says Pope Francis. We may realize before we
make a Spiritual Community that we need to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation first. And, in these times, the
Sacrament may not be available or easily available. This is
the time to let ourselves experience deep contrition &
sorrow for our specific sins, to make a prayer expressing
that to our Lord, & to make a firm purpose of amendment.
In that movement, we can make a commitment to confess any
serious sin I am aware of at the next time I am able. 
Then, we can turn to Jesus for mercy & his
embrace. He never turns his back on sinners
who are ready for forgiveness & repentance.
His Mercy endures forever.

PRO-LIFE PRAYERS NEEDED Join other pro-lifers in peaceful
prayer on Mondays from 8 am to 12 pm in the public right-
of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 3105 N. 93rd St.  A
priest or other volunteer leads prayers during the 11am-12
pm prayer hour on Mondays.  Prayers are also offered at
this location on Saturday mornings from
10–11am.  Parking is available in front of Essential
Pregnancy Services located at 3029 N. 93rd St.  You are
also invited to pray on Thursdays (9-11:30 am & 3-4:30
pm), Fridays (7:30-9am) & Saturdays (6:30, 7:30, 8
(Spanish), & 9 am) at the Bellevue Health Clinic at 1002
W. Mission Ave. in Bellevue. Parking is available in front of
Essential Pregnancy Services located at 908 W. Mission
Ave. For info, visit www.RespectLifeOmaha.com contact
Whitney Bradley 402-551-9003 ext.1306 or
wabradley@ archomaha.org 

FOR THOSE WHO AREN’T ALREADY PLUGGED INTO THE FORMED
PLATFORM, we would encourage you to check it out.

(link & how to register are detailed below) 
http://spnbs.formed.org/

Our parish has a subscription to this evangelization &
catechetical tool, put together by the Augustine Institute.
Many different apostolates have teamed up as co-workers
in the vineyard to provide a proverbial ocean of solidly
Catholic material to help us grow in our
friendship/relationship with Christ & the Church He
founded. 
On the home page of the link above, find the phrase
“REGISTER NOW”.  Click on it & a window will appear
asking you to enter your name & other material (like
creating a password). BOOM! You’ll be in....enjoying any
number of cool, faith-building episodes. 
For those with tablets & “smart” phones, Formed also has
an app which has been used for group sessions. Very
handy! Please call or email the Parish Office or talk with
Fr. Mario if you have problems with registering. 
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It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth
of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by John.
On coming up out of the water he
saw the heavens being torn
open and the Spirit, like a dove,
descending upon him. And a
voice came from the heavens,

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
~ Mark 1:9-11

NEBRASKANS EMBRACING LIFE is hosting a Virtual Lifestreaming
event on Jan. 15th at 7 pm with Archbishop Joseph
Naumann as keynote speaker, introduced by His Excellency
Archbishop George Lucas. Other speakers include
Governor Pete Ricketts, Sr. Renee Mirkes, Mary Buckley &
Pastor Chris Hruska. Everyone can participate! Free
advance registration at Nebraskansembracinglife.org



The Baptism of the Lord – Year B January 10, 2021

3-LAYER WASHABLE CLOTH MASKS $4 each!
Call Mary at 402-981-5665.

If you need one & cannot afford it, please call Mary!

Contemplative Prayer Retreat, Feb. 26 – 28, with Fr. Thomas
Leitner, OSB. “In being still there is a wonderful power of
clarification, of purification & of recollection toward the
essential” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer). Contemplative prayer is the
opening of mind & heart—our whole being—to God, the
Ultimate Mystery, beyond thoughts, words, & emotions. This
retreat, involving breath practice, is for beginners on the
contemplative journey as well as for those who have some
experience with it. Social distancing will be observed,
please come with your mask. Friday, 7:30 p.m. to Sunday,
after lunch. Cost: $219.14 includes program fee, a single
room, meals, & taxes.
 

Learn How to Live a Wonderful Life, March 6, one-day retreat
with Lee Elliot, M.S., Executive Director of the Wonderful Life
Project, LLC.  Research in the field of positive psychology has
shown us how to be at peace, enjoy life, & have an
exceptional life. It helps us use our strengths in the best
possible way, have effective conflict & get rid of past
hurts, increase happiness, trust & resilience, & reduce stress.
In addition, it provides a path to find purpose & meaning in
life. This work fits extraordinarily well with the teachings of
Jesus. Join us—learn how to live a wonderful life. Social
distancing will be observed, please bring your mask.
Cost: $46.23 includes program fee, meal & tax.
* If you are exempt from Nebraska state taxes, would like
to arrive earlier or depart later, or require special meal
arrangements, please contact us. Cancellation Policy: The
total cost includes a program fee, which is non-refundable,
but which can be used for future retreats.

Email: Retreats@ StBenedictCenter.com
Register now at www.StBenedictCenter.com

Early reservations always appreciated!

UPCOMING RETREATS AT ST. BENEDICT CENTER,
1126 Road I, PO Box 528, Schuyler, NE 68661-0528
Ph: 402-352-8819 or visit: www.StBenedictCenter.com

Email: Retreats@ StBenedictCenter.com
Register now at www.StBenedictCenter.com

Early reservations always appreciated!
Social distancing observed, masks required.

BioSpiritual Focusing: Praying with the Whole Self, 
Jan. 22-23 Zoom retreat with Deborah Sheehan, M.A.,
& Jane King, M.A. BioSpiritual Focusing is a way of opening
the whole of ourselves—mind, body, & spirit—to a deeper
connectedness with God, others, & self. Join us to learn
more about how gently being with what is present within
your embodied self can open the door to a deeper
story—& to a greater sense of wholeness. This practice is
simple yet profound. It can be helpful for anyone—young
child to senior. It requires no more than showing up & a
willingness to engage contemplatively with what is going on
within. And the potential for transformation & growth
unfolds in the process. Zoom sessions Friday, 7 – 9 p.m. &
Saturday, 9a.m. to 12p.m. Program fee: $40
 

Men’s Retreat: “This Is My Beloved Son, Listen to Him!” (Mark
9:7), Jan. 29 - 31 We are surrounded by so many voices
telling us that our happiness consists in wealth, in pleasure,
in power & in worldly honor. Jesus, however, calls upon us to
rid ourselves of those attachments, to anchor ourselves in
God’s steadfast love, & to will the good of the other
person. Benedictines Fr. Eugene McReynolds, Brother August
Schaefer, and Fr. Thomas Leitner will direct this retreat,
which will help us listen to Christ throughout this year. The
schedule includes brief conferences, silence, Mass,
Confession, fellowship, & spiritual direction. Open to all
ages. Scholarships are available. Social distancing will be
observed, please come with your mask.
Friday, 7:30 p.m. to Sunday, after lunch. Program Fee: $70
Rooms per Night: Single Occupancy: $46 plus tax. Meals
per day: $28.35 plus tax.
 

The Spiritual Path: Setting Your Goals with God, 
Feb. 12-13, with Ignatian Associate Lisa Kelly, M.A. Do you
have a plan to put your faith into action in 2021? Make this
the year for you & God to walk your spiritual path
together. This workshop, adapted from the best-selling life-
coaching program, Best Year Yet, offers individuals or
couples a process rooted in Ignatian Spirituality to gather
wisdom from the many challenges of 2020, confront
perceived limitations, set goals for the coming year, & learn
ways to walk that spiritual path all year long. Come
individually or with your friends or family members to
support each other on your journeys with God. Social
distancing will be observed, please come with your mask.
Friday, 6:30 p.m. to Saturday, closing with Mass at 4 p.m.
Program fee: $55 Meals: $18.40 plus tax. Rooms per
night:Single Occupancy: $46 plus tax Double:$38 plus tax.
 

Valentine’s Day Dinner, Feb. 14, 4:45 p.m., Married
couples are invited for Mass at the chapel of St. Benedict
Center, followed, at 5:45 p.m., by a delicious & festive 4-
course Valentine’s Day Dinner prepared by Mark & Patty
Bosh. Advance Reservation & Pre-payment Required.
$70/couple. Early Bird Rate $65 (register before Feb. 1).   4

Catholic Charities – Licensed Therapist & Other Openings
Catholic Charities has several open positions and is
currently looking for a fully licensed therapist to join its
Behavioral Health team.  This individual will work with
outpatient clients on a PRN basis.  To learn more or apply,
please visit our
website, www.ccomaha.org/about/employment Contact
Kelly Bolte, HR Manager, at 402-829-9220 with questions!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY !  Receptionist/Office Assistant
position available in the Parish Office at St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic Church.  Welcoming person to greet visitors &
answer phones in a busy work environment along with
clerical responsibilities.  Applicant should possess excellent
verbal & written communication skills & strong multi-tasking
& organizational skills.  Proficient in Outlook, Word,
Publisher & Excel.  This 12-month position is 30-hours per
week from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Benefits available
including tuition discount.   Please submit resume to:
parishoffice@ svdpomaha.org
Resumes & Applications are due by January 11, 2021.
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HERE’S A LIST OF FUNDRAISERS THAT GO ON THROUGHOUT THE
YEAR. THESE ARE EASY WAYS TO HELP OUR PARISH AND SCHOOL
EARN MONEY OR MERCHANDISE WITHOUT TAKING EXTRA MONEY
OUT OF YOUR POCKET!
A luminum cans - We also collect and recycle pop/beer
cans for the Knights of Columbus by the shed in the corner
of the Church parking lot. The money is used to fund
scholarships for eighth grade students attending Catholic
High School.
Together a Greater Good (TAGG) Get in the habit of
“TAGGing” your purchases at area stores & restaurants.

Go to www.togetheragreatergood.com
to download the app!

Need help downloading the TAGG app? Give Cathy
Fluckey a call & she can walk you through it.
* If you make a purchase at a business that participates
with TAGG & you do not want to have the app on your
phone or you have a phone that does not have apps,
please turn in your receipt to the Parish Office or give it
to a Neri Dollar seller & we will make sure SPN-BS
receives credit for your purchase. We MUST have the
receipt within 7 days of your purchase! AND…
Hy Vee Receipts: You can now TAGG your Hy-Vee
receipt & the Parish will receive 1% of your purchase.
The TAGG MUST be done within 7 days of purchase.
Bottle caps and Coke codes from all Coke products.
Please send in the bottle caps and the code from inside the
12-packs, 18-packs, or 24-packs.
Neri Dollars: Neri Dollars are gift cards to your favorite
vendors. They are easy to use, and a percentage will go
toward reducing your tuition. Contact Cathy Fluckey or
Marie McFarland at the Parish Office with questions or to
make your purchase.
Box Tops 4 Education – Please save box tops of General
Mills cereal and Betty Crocker products, and from various
products like Fruit Roll Ups, Ortega products, Kleenex, etc.
It’s easy to do. Just cut out the “box top” and send it to
school, or consider downloading the Box Tops app. Instead
of cutting out each individual box top and sending it to
school, you can scan your receipts and the money will be
automatically sent directly to our school! For more
information on this app, go to:
https://www.today.com/parents/there-s-wholenew-way-

collect-box-tops-education-t159507
Bakers If you shop at Bakers, be sure to enroll in the Bakers
Community Rewards program & designate St. Philip Neri-
Blessed Sacrament & we will receive a donation quarterly
based on the amount of your purchases.

FOR SALE 4 Burial Plots at Forest Lawn Cemetery $4,500
Located in Lot 416 1-4/Section G/SM Call Connie 402-
672-3767 You can also call Forest Lawn to set up a time to
view the plots 402-451-1000.

THE RETREAT CENTER AND STATIONS OF THE CROSS AT THE CLOISTERS
ON THE PLATTE HAS REOPENED TO THE PUBLIC. Precautions are
taken to implement social distancing & to sanitize audio
equipment & indoor areas to prevent spreading COVID. A
mask is required for the shuttle ride & gift shop visit.
Experience the 2,500-foot-long walking tour of The Stations
of the Cross, comprised of 14 sculptures depicting Christ’s
trial through his burial. With each donation, visitors will
receive a complimentary audio tour.
Visiting hours are Monday - Thursday 9am to 4pm; Friday &
Saturday 9am to 3pm. $10 or more donation per person is
encouraged. Visitors may remain at the Stations of the Cross
for up to an hour after closing time.
For groups of 20 or more, please contact Darla Koch at
darlakoch@ cloistersontheplatte.com
Location: 23332 Fishery Road, Gretna, NE 68028.
For more information visit: cloistersontheplatte.com

SACRED PILGRIMAGES FOR 2021: Better times are coming in
2021, so plan to enjoy them on a spiritual pilgrimage. Three
trips are offered. First is “Alpine Europe” from April 12-22,
visiting the breath-taking beauty of Southern Germany,
Switzerland, & Austria, also known as the land of “The
Sound of Music.” The second is a pilgrimage to “Poland &
Eastern Europe” July 26- August 6th, visiting the birthplace of
Saint John Paul II, the Shrine of Divine Mercy, the Nazi death
camp Auschwitz & so much more. The third trip will take us
to “Ireland”, from November 8-18, 2021. Enjoy hearty Irish
laughter with their song & dance, ancient stone walls,
flowering hedgerows &thatched-roofed cottages! Mass daily
in great Churches & Cathedrals along the way.
For a brochure, contact Fr. Dan Guenther, St. Mary’s Parish,
311 – 4th Street North, Humboldt, Iowa 50548 or call
712-899-6870 or email frdanguenther@ gmail.com
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