
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B Happy Father’s Day! June 20, 2021

(A letter from “St. Paul” to the Florentians)

My dear friends in Christ,
The last three months have flown by but not without many blessings. It has been such a

grace for me to be with you to love and be loved by you. This has been such a wonderful time
for me. It feels like a new – rebirth for me. Everyone has been so kind to me, making me feel
at home from the beginning of my stay.

I do not have the stamina to be a full-time pastor, however this is just the parish that
would have been my choice. There is tremendous potential here to be a parish growing with
people working toward renewal and growth in a great way, using the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus has given everyone of us the mission to follow Him and bring others to Him–
evangelize!
Father Damien Cook will channel his energy, I am sure, to lead you with this endeavor.
Please be willing to step out of your comfort zone to work along side Father Cook in this
great mission Jesus has given each of us.

The time has come, for over fifty years now – since Vatican II, for everyone, not just
the pastor, to put much effort into the growth of the parish. Please do not let a few people
do everything for you. Each of you have talents, maybe unrecognized, God just wants
everyone,
I am sure of it, to say yes if asked by Father Cook or a committee chair to be active. Please
say yes, give it your best shot, let God fill in for you what may be lacking. Then just watch to
see all that God has in store for this beautiful parish – a growing, thriving parish in need of a
much larger church building.

I hope that I might be called to fill in sometime in the future, when Father Cook is on
vacation, to offer Mass for you!

Some of you have expressed a desire to go to breakfast, lunch, or dinner before I leave.
I am available for breakfast on June 22, 24-26, and the 29th, for lunch on June 22-26 and the
29th, and dinner on June 23-29 and the 29th. Just stop me after Mass or call the Parish Office.

The staff, especially Marie, have done a wonderful job of keeping the parish operating
without a pastor present and have been extremely helpful to me.
I especially want to thank Mitzi for the numerous hours she has spent altering my very large
vestments, mending the seams of several of my pants, and for all the tasty food!
I must thank Bob for being such a good and faithful sacristan.
Most of all I bless and thank God for giving me the opportunity to serve this beautiful parish
in historic Florence. Please pray for me as I will for you that we will all meet merrily in Heaven.

God Bless You Always,
Father Paul
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Please continue to pray with the Pope for the beauty of Marriage. Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with
the support of a Christian community: may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness, and patience.

Sunday, June 27
10:30 AM

Noah Bazer
Hannah Taylor

Bill Cheese Brendan
Kelly

The Doran
Family

Colleen and
Friends

Sunday, June 27
7:30 AM

Isabelle Taylor
Scarlett Taylor

Larry Ziska Bonnie
Shea

The Sammons
Family

Mask Mandatory
Saturday, June 26

5:00 PM

Need
Volunteers

R ob Barrett Brendan
Kelly

The Bahle
Family

Jean and
Friends

Thirteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time Altar Server Lector Deacon Eucharistic

Minister Gift bearers Musicians

ST. V INCENT DE PAUL CALL COORDINATOR FOR THE WEEK OF MONDAY , J UNE 21: DeLynne Clausen
IMMANUEL HOSPITAL EMHC ON THURSDAY , J UNE 24: Nancy Core, Theresa O’Neill

God speaks to us in many ways, including through this Sunday’s Scripture readings.
Awe

Reading 1 Job 38:1, 8-11 Reading 2 2 Corinthians 5:14-17
Gospel Mark 4:35-41

Question of the Week –
Adults:  When and where have you been awed by God’s action?

Children: Jesus is capable of great things, even calming storms.
What is one thing that you wish he would calm in your own life?

We are making plans to return to offering “Communion to
the Homebound”. If you are homebound, or know someone
who is, and would like to receive the Eucharist on Sunday,
please call the Parish Office at 402-455-1289.
If you are an EMHC and would like to take the Eucharist
to our homebound, please call the Parish Office!

Parish Support
June 6 - 13

WEEKLY BUDGETED AMOUNT $8,677.28
WEEKLY COLLECTION $10,125.50
YEAR TO DATE BUDGETED AMOUNT $423,946.96
YEAR TO DATE COLLECTION $387,878.98

VARIANCE – OVER (UNDER)
WEEKLY $1,448.22

YEAR TO DATE ($36,067.98)

THE WEEK AHEAD
SUNDAY , J UNE 20 HAPPY FATHER’S DAY !

NERI DOLLARS SOLD after Mass
WEDNESDAY , J UNE 23
7:00 P.M. FALL FESTIVAL PLANNING – Parish Center
SATURDAY , J UNE 26 – 5 PM MASS IS MASK MANDATORY

NERI DOLLARS SOLD after Mass
CELEBRATE FR. PAUL! – Parish Center

SUNDAY , J UNE 27
NERI DOLLARS SOLD after Mass
CELEBRATE FR. PAUL! – Parish Center after
both Masses

Mass Intentions June 21 - 27

Sunday 7:30 AM

10:30 AM

Joan Durr Int.
Kevin Durr +
Our Parish Family Int.

Saturday 5:00 PM John Gubbels +
Deceased Members of the
McGinn Family +

Friday 8:15 AM Fred Simmons +
Thursday 8:15 AM Joan Kelly +

Wednesday 8:15 AM Betty Jones +

Tuesday 8:15 AM June Bugs Birthdays–
Living and Deceased

Monday NO MASS

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT BEING A “G IFT BEARER” PERSON OR
FAMILY AT MASS? We are in need of Gift Bearers to bring up
the gifts at Mass, especially at the 5:00 pm Mass on
Saturday. This is a great way to be personally involved in
the Mass. You can do it by yourself, with a friend, or with
your family. Please prayerfully consider this ministry and
call the Parish Office to get your name on the schedule!

The greatest gift I ever got… came from God;
I call him Dad!
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St. Philip Neri Catholic School!
The Eagle Way

Dream, Believe, Pray, Achieve

The School Office will be open during the month of J une on
Tues, Wed, & Thurs. from 9-11 am.

The time is now to register for the 2021-2022
School Year for Grades PreK-4 through 8th Grade

at St. Philip Neri Catholic School!
YES! We have ALL DAY Pre-K for 4-year old’s!!!

We have a great school with incredible teachers & staff!
Please pass on this information to your family & friends!

Please keep our students, teachers & staff in your prayers.

As a Parish and as a School,
we are praying for the Seminarians of the
Archdiocese of Omaha. Every two weeks we will
feature a young man who is discerning a vocation to
the priesthood.

Please join us in praying:
God our Father, You made each of us to receive our
gifts in the Body of Christ. We ask that You inspire
young people whom You call to the priesthood and
consecrated life to courageously follow Your will.
Send workers into Your great harvest so that the
Gospel is preached, the poor are served with love, the
suffering are comforted, and Your people are
strengthened by
the Sacraments. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

3

Michael Figura
College III

St. John Vianney Seminary
St. Stephen the Martyr

Parish,Omaha

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES
to Jim and Jean Tosoni who
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on Saturday, June 12th.
Please join us in showering them
with best wishes by sending a card
to: 10566 Calhoun Road; Omaha, NE
68112-1323.

WE ARE MAKING PLANS FOR THE
FALL

FESTIVAL AND WE NEED YOUR
HELP!

Please prayerfully consider
being

part of the success of the Festival!
We cannot do it without you!

Call the Parish Office, 402-455-1289
if you are interested in volunteering!

FOR SALE! Fr. Craig is selling his 2016 Toyota Prius Hybrid.
It has 75,000 miles & is in good condition. He is asking
$16,000. If you or someone you know is interested, please
call the St. Leo Parish Office at 402-397-0407.

CHRISTIAN HUMOR: 'May I ask a question?' Ben asked.
Of course, go ahead, ask your question,' replied the
rabbi. 'Well, the Bible says that the children of Israel
crossed the Red Sea,' continued Ben, 'also that the children
of Israel built the temple, the children of Israel did this &
the children of Israel did that. Didn't the grown-ups ever
do anything?'

J OIN US IN HONORING AND THANKING FR. PAUL!
Fr. Paul will be celebrating his last Mass here on June
30th. We would like to honor and thank Fr. Paul for
taking time out of his retirement to shepherd us through
the last few months. There is a card on the table in back
of Church for you to sign and put a message to Fr. Paul.
We will be hosting receptions honoring Fr. Paul after
each Mass the weekend of June 26 & 27. Please join us
in the Parish Center after Mass that weekend.

We have Adoration on the First Friday of each month
and each week Monday – Friday from 5:00 p.m. until
9:00 p.m. We have several open times for you to spend
an hour with Jesus. Please call the Parish Office if you
are interested in signing up for an hour or if you would
like to be put on the sub list. If you are on the sub list,
we will call you to see if you are available when an
adorer cannot make it to their assigned hour.

Please prayerfully consider this rewarding ministry!

FR. DAMIEN COOK WILL BE INSTALLED as
our Pastor on Sunday, July 11 at 10:30
Mass by Fr. Scott Hastings.

Please join us at
the Mass for this

momentous occasion for our Parish.
A Welcome Reception will follow

Mass in the Parish Center.
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PRO-LIFE PRAYERS NEEDED Join other pro-lifers in peaceful
prayer on Mondays from 8 am to 12 pm in the public
right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 3105 N. 93rd

St.  A priest or other volunteer leads prayers during the
11am-12 pm prayer hour on Mondays.  Prayers are also
offered at this location on Saturday mornings from
10–11am.  Parking is available in front of Essential
Pregnancy Services located at 3029 N. 93rd St.  You are
also invited to pray on Thursdays (9-11:30 am & 3-4:30
pm), Fridays (7:30-9am) & Saturdays (6:30, 7:30, 8
(Spanish), & 9 am) at the Bellevue Health Clinic at 1002
W. Mission Ave. in Bellevue. Parking is available in front of
Essential Pregnancy Services located at 908 W. Mission
Ave. 
For info, visit www.RespectLifeOmaha.com contact Whitney
Bradley 402-551-9003 ext.1306 or
wabradley@ archomaha.org 

THE ST. PHILIP NERI-BLESSED SACRAMENT
ST. V INCENT DE PAUL CHAPTER has
accepted a challenge for a matching
grant of $20,000.00 from The Lozier
Foundation for 2021-2022. Thanks to
everyone who has contributed. We are
at 75% of our goal of raising $20,000.

~ Bernie Bohnenkamp, President
SPN-Blessed Sacrament SVDP Society

Neri Dollar News! Hy-Vee is no longer offering a discount
to us for the Neri Dollar Gift Cards. We will no longer
carry the Hy-Vee gift cards. Fareway Market has
opened a location at 132nd and Fort. We now have
Fareway gift cards! Please support Neri Dollars! It is a
great way to give back to the Parish without taking money
out of your pocket! We receive 2-12% or higher on the
gift cards you purchase.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PARISH PRAYER
Outside of the Mass, there is no

prayer more pleasing to Our Lady
and more efficacious

for her intercession than the
Holy Rosary.

Every FIRST & THIRD Thursday of the month at 6pm join
our Parish Knights in the Rosary Garden as they lead a
Rosary & pray for the HEALTH of our PARISH, AND our
PARISHIONERS. Everyone is invited! Face Masks & Social
Distancing are expected for everyone.

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council 5287
2021 MARRIAGE CELEBRATION Archbishop George J. Lucas
invites you to attend the annual Marriage Celebration on
August 22nd at St. Cecilia’s in Omaha or August 29th at
St. Mary’s in Norfolk. This event honors couples who are
celebrating 1, 5, 25, 40, 50, 60 or more years of
marriage. Rosary at 1:30pm, Mass at 2pm with cake
reception to follow. Register by July 12th at
ArchOmaha.org/FamilyLife
Sponsored by the Evangelization and Family Life Office.

Is your marriage going down the right road . . .
or is it a little off track?  Life can be difficult, and so can
the challenges you face in marriage.
Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you
already separated? Looking for a better way?
Retrouvaille can help and offers hope for a better
relationship.  Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer
couples that can help you learn the tools of healthy
communication, build intimacy, and heal, just as they have
done in their own marriages. Retrouvaille is Christian-
based, and Catholic in origin, but welcomes couples of all
faiths as well as non-religious couples.  Retrouvaille can
help get your relationship back on track.  For more
information about a Retrouvaille Weekend program.
August 13-15 2021 to register call 1-800-470-2230
Or www.helpourmarriage.com, www.retrouvaille.org  
last day to sign up July 23, 2021.

HELP PREVENT A SUMMER SHORTAGE!
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS/
RED CROSS SUMMER BLOOD
DRIVE is Saturday, July 10th,
in the SPN Activity Center.
Schedule your appointment at
the doors of Church today or
visit www.redcrossblood.org & enter St.PhilipNeri

Questions? Call Myron Smedra at 402-457-5622.
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HERE’S A LIST OF FUNDRAISERS THAT GO ON THROUGHOUT THE
YEAR. THESE ARE EASY WAYS TO HELP OUR PARISH AND SCHOOL
EARN MONEY OR MERCHANDISE WITHOUT TAKING EXTRA
MONEY OUT OF YOUR POCKET!
A luminum cans - We also collect and recycle pop/beer
cans for the Knights of Columbus by the shed in the corner
of the Church parking lot. The money is used to fund
scholarships for eighth grade students attending Catholic
High School.
Together a Greater Good (TAGG) Get in the habit of
“TAGGing” your purchases at area stores & restaurants.

Go to www.togetheragreatergood.com
to download the app!

Need help downloading the TAGG app? Give Cathy
Fluckey a call & she can walk you through it.
* If you make a purchase at a business that participates
with TAGG & you do not want to have the app on your
phone or you have a phone that does not have apps,
please turn in your receipt to the Parish Office or give it
to a Neri Dollar seller & we will make sure SPN-BS
receives credit for your purchase. We MUST have the
receipt within 7 days of your purchase! AND…
Hy Vee Receipts: You can now TAGG your Hy-Vee
receipt & the Parish will receive 1% of your purchase.
The TAGG MUST be done within 7 days of purchase.
Bottle caps and Coke codes from all Coke products.
Please send in the bottle caps and the code from inside
the 12-packs, 18-packs, or 24-packs.
Neri Dollars: Neri Dollars are gift cards to your favorite
vendors. They are easy to use, and a percentage will go
toward reducing your tuition. Contact Cathy Fluckey or
Marie McFarland at the Parish Office with questions or to
make your purchase.
Box Tops 4 Education – If you have the traditional Box
Tops, you can still clip it & send it to school. Every valid
Box Top is still worth 10 cents for our school.
If you see the label that states “No More Clipping Scan
your receipt” See how at BTFE.com, you can use the Box
Tops app to scan your receipt. The app will find
participating products purchased at any store & instantly
add cash to our school’s earnings online. For more info on
this app, go to:
https://www.today.com/parents/there-s-wholenew-way-

collect-box-tops-education-t159507
Bakers If you shop at Bakers, be sure to enroll in the
Bakers Community Rewards program & designate St.
Philip Neri-Blessed Sacrament & we will receive a
donation quarterly based on the amount of your
purchases.
Amazon Go to smile.amazon.com in your browser address
bar instead of www.amazon.com & choose to support St.
Philip Neri-Blessed Sacrament Church of Omaha. Shop -
place your order & Amazon donates
.5% of eligible purchases to us!

UPCOMING RETREATS AT ST. BENEDICT CENTER,
1126 Road I, PO Box 528, Schuyler, NE 68661-0528
Ph: 402-352-8819 or visit: www.StBenedictCenter.com

Email: Retreats@ StBenedictCenter.com
Register now at www.StBenedictCenter.com

Early reservations always appreciated!
Social distancing observed, masks required.

Boundless Compassion Facilitators’ Training, June 25,
9am – 4pm, with internationally known author Sr. Joyce
Rupp, OSM. Participants of this event are required to
attend the 4-day Boundless Compassion retreat that
precedes the training workshop. The workshop involves
practical application of the program & assists participants
in how to use their individual talents & experiences to bring
the Boundless Compassion aspects into their sphere of life.
The workshop offers the opportunity to become a
certified facilitator of the program. – Social distancing will
be observed, please bring your mask. Lunch is available
for $11.23 (includes tax).
Jesus, the Healer, June 26, 1-day retreat, with Brother
Tobias Dammert, OSB. Sacred Scripture helps us to focus on
the healing touch of Jesus & exposes us to various ways
of prayer: intercession, trust, hope, thanksgiving. The
Gospel for the 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Mark 5:21-
43, & the Illumination “Two Cures” from The Saint John’s
Bible will help us to go deeper into the mystery of hope,
trust & healing. In spite of everyday challenges in one’s
personal journey, the struggles are steppingstones to
encounter God’s faithfulness toward us that fills the heart
with gratitude. In selected Scripture passages, especially
Psalm 23, we will focus on our journey. The day includes
time for reflection, journaling & sharing. Fee: $46.23
Lunch is available for $11.23 (incl tax).
Faith and the Arts: A Creative Exploration. July 15-16, with
Dr. Michael Bauer, professor for organ & church music,
St. Augustine asks the immortal question: "What do we love,
if it be not beauty?" What, indeed? There are many paths
to beauty & many different ways in which beauty intersects
with human living.  Arts ministry enables the church to
encounter beauty through an extraordinary variety of
creative ventures accomplished by individual artists,
parishes, & organizations. It encompasses all the fine arts
(music, dance, architecture, the visual arts, literature, poetry,
& film) as well as the wider arena of human creativity. This
experiential course will explore the notion of arts ministry,
& help participants understand this model of ministry
through talks & worship services involving each of the fine
arts in conjunction with discussions of the different issues
involved in arts ministry. Fee: $60 room & board extra.
Fathers and Sons—Together Forever, July 24 – 25, retreat
for fathers &their sons ages 11–16, with Edward DeSimone,
PhD, a priest, & a team of fathers & sons. This weekend
provides opportunities for open communication & mutual
learning between fathers & their adolescent sons along with
Mass & a traditional blessing of the sons. This fun weekend
will include, weather permitting, dodgeball competition,
water balloon toss, a hayrack ride & Mass. –Saturday, 8
a.m. to Sunday, 12 p.m. Register now!
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Guided/Directed Retreat July 25 – 31 with Fr. Dennis
Hanneman, Sr. Ann Marie Petrylka, Ellen Lierk, & Brother
Tobias Dammert, Fr. Thomas Leitner. During this silent
retreat the group will gather daily for a conference. Each
participant will meet individually with one of the spiritual
directors every day. There will be an opportunity to
celebrate Mass each day. Enjoy the Center with its
beautiful grounds & artwork. Massages will be offered.
Program begins on Sunday, 5:45 pm & ends on Saturday,
10 am. Program Fee: $120 Rooms per night, single
occupancy: $46 plus tax Meals per day plus tax: $28.35.
Early reservations appreciated!
The Frame as Container: A Contemplative Photography
July 31 with Rita Otis During Covid we narrowed down our
lives in many ways, at times reframing who we are & what
is important to us. The frame becomes an open embrace of
what is & allows shelter from the sharp points of time.
Framing & reframing is a valuable spiritual muscle for our
life path. When we take photos, we necessarily frame
what we see &, like life, there are infinite possibili-ties. This
retreat will practice seeing & framing, using easy focus to
see deeply &using our cameras to honor and frame what
we receive. Program fee: $35.
BLOOM: Because Loving Ourselves and Others Matters,
July 31–Aug. 1, retreat for mothers & their daughters ages
11–14, with Julie Delkamiller, EdD, & Deb Waskowiak. This
weekend provides opportunities for deepening the
communication that is so essential for growth into mature
womanhood. Sessions will help connect faith, relationships
& healthy loving in ways that are rooted in gospel
teaching & relevant today. Includes outdoor activities,
weather permitting. Sat., 9a.m. to Sun., 12-noon. Early
reservations appreciated!

IF Y OU ARE UNABLE TO GO TO
CONFESSION DURING CORONAV IRUS

If you can’t go to confession, take your sorrow directly
to God, says Pope Francis. We may realize before we
make a Spiritual Community that we need to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation first. And, in these times, the
Sacrament may not be available or easily available. This
is the time to let ourselves experience deep contrition &
sorrow for our specific sins, to make a prayer expressing
that to our Lord, & to make a firm purpose of amendment.
In that movement, we can make a commitment to confess
any serious sin I am
aware of at the next time I am able. 
Then, we can turn to Jesus for mercy
& his embrace. He never turns his
back on sinners who are ready for
forgiveness & repentance.
His Mercy endures forever.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN TO BECOME A “SPIRITUAL MOM” for
an Institute for Priestly Formation summer seminarian.
We need 155 women to offer one Hail Mary for a
specific seminarian, by name, every day, while he is
participating in the spiritual formation program with IPF
this summer. If you feel called to pray for a seminarian,
consult the website priestlyformation.org or call Lisa at
402-980-3283.

We realize there are still many strong feelings in regard
to the use or disuse of masks & social distancing. Please
pray about it & be patient with others, always giving
the benefit of the doubt to others. We want to make the
transition easy for people returning to Mass for the first
time & also progress towards normality. Inform your
consciences & make the best decision you can for
yourself & for others. Let us move forward together.
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Prayer to Overcome Racism
Mary, friend and mother to all, through your Son,

God has found a way to unite himself to every
human being, called to be one people,

sisters and brothers to each other.
We ask for your help in calling on your Son,

seeking forgiveness for the times when
we have failed to love and respect one another.

We ask for your help in obtaining from your
Son the grace we need to overcome the evil

of racism and to build a just society.
We ask for your help in following your Son,

so that prejudice and animosity will no longer infect our
minds or hearts but will be replaced with a love that

respects the dignity of each person.
Mother of the Church, the Spirit of your Son Jesus

warms our hearts: pray for us. Amen.
www.usccb.org/racism

PRAY THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS AT THE CLOISTERS ON THE PLATTE
This summer, find comfort and strength by meditating on
the Passion of Jesus Christ with a visit to the beautiful and
touching statues at the Cloisters on the Platte located near
Gretna, NE.

To help maintain the statues and support the mission of the
Cloisters on the Platte, you are asked to consider a goodwill
donation. Days and hours of operation (visitors may remain
for up to an hour after closing time):

Monday – Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday: 9 a.m. to noon Sunday: 2:30 to 4 p.m.

For the first time, The Cloisters on the Platte is offering
visitors the opportunity to become Patron Supporters. As a
Patron Supporter, you will be able to walk and pray the
Stations of the Cross with unlimited visits now through the
end of year along with these other great benefits:

• Early bird notice to events • Complimentary
Stations of the Cross booklet with photos

• 10% in-store discount on COTP logo retail items
The Patron Supporter Program makes a great gift!
For more information, please visit cloistersontheplatte.com
Please note, precautions will be taken to implement social
distancing along The Stations of the Cross walking path and
to sanitize audio equipment and indoor areas. Please plan to
wear a mask for your shuttle ride and gift shop visit.

A H ealing Retreat for Women
Survivors of A buse

Registration is now open!
The A rchdiocese of Omaha
Victim Outreach Ministry,

in collaboration with the Victim A ssistance
Ministries in the D ioceses of Grand Island and Lincoln,

are hosting the retreat
July 23-25, 2021

at St. Benedict Center, Schuyler, Nebraska.

The Way is a 3-day guided meditation and prayer experience for women whose
abuse by another has deeply affected their heart, mind, body, and soul.

Space is limited, so if interested, see brochure at
https://archomaha.org/safe-environment/victim-assistance/

For more information or to request an application,
email mbhanus@archomaha.org or call Mary Beth Hanus LMHP at 402-827-3798.
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The Importance of the Mass
by Most Rev. George J. Lucas, Archbishop of Omaha May 17, 2021

We all recall with some sadness when, over a year ago, all Masses and other gatherings in our parish churches were
suspended for a number of weeks. COVID-19 was spreading across the country, and it was unclear exactly what would
be necessary to protect the most vulnerable members of our communities as well as those dedicated to care for the
sick and dying.

Since it was impossible under those circumstances for most people to participate physically in Sunday Mass, bishops
across the country dispensed all of our parishioners from the obligation to do so. Even when we were able to re-open
our churches with limited capacity and following proper protocols, it has been prudent for many Catholics to remain
apart from the Sunday congregation. And so, the dispensation from the obligation to come to Mass has remained in
effect here in the Archdiocese of Omaha.

In the midst of the immense suffering brought about by the pandemic, much has changed for the better in the past
year. Through the winter and spring, especially with the availability of effective vaccines, more and more parishioners
have been coming to our parishes for the weekend Masses. At Easter, I announced that, acting in conjunction with
the other bishops in Nebraska, the dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation would end, effective on the feast of
Pentecost, May 22-23. Since Easter, parishes have had the opportunity to invite parishioners back and to plan to
accommodate safely all who wish to come. In the meantime, numbers have been increasing week by week in most
places.

I am happy to offer my own invitation, along with our pastors, to return to Sunday Mass. Many have told me over
these months how much you have missed the sacraments. We have all missed you, too. We look forward to being
together week by week as parish communities, united in the risen Lord.

In our Catholic tradition, we speak of the “obligation” to participate in the Mass every Sunday and holy day, unless
serious circumstances prevent us from doing so. I know that in our culture, an obligation does not seem so much like
an invitation as it does a burden or an unpleasant task. However, there are good and positive reasons why Catholics
should gladly assume the obligation of Sunday Mass.

As creatures of a loving God, we owe God proper worship. This obligation is ours by the nature of things. Everything
we have comes from God. We cannot be fully human without a relationship with God in which we invest ourselves in
a way that is pleasing to God. Already in the old covenant, God revealed the kind of worship that is pleasing to Him
and good for us. This included regular observance of the Sabbath, as well as sacrifices and other rituals that the
people offered and God received, cementing their covenant relationship.

Now in the new covenant, we see the extent of God’s love for us, in the gift of his Son Jesus Christ. We are invited by
Jesus to share in His perfect worship of the Father. Participation in the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and in the power
of His resurrection is available to us fully in the Mass. This is the worship that is pleasing to God, and so we owe it to
God. We are blessed to have this joyful duty so accessible to us in our parishes week by week.

Following Pentecost, the first Christians knew that they were to observe Sunday, the day of the resurrection of Jesus,
as the Lord’s Day. They gathered to celebrate the Lord’s supper, even at the risk of persecution or martyrdom. When
Christians were able to worship openly, and the sacraments became part of the rhythm of life, I suppose some were
tempted to ask: What is the minimum that is expected of me as a follower of Jesus? It was clear that life in Christ and
true worship of the Father were not possible in the new covenant without the Sunday Eucharist. The Church’s pastors
began to speak of the “obligation” of Sunday Mass, not to impose a burden, but as if to warn us. If we fall below the
minimum, we put our spiritual (eternal) life in jeopardy; our relationship with God is not sustainable, because of our
choices, not because of any lack of love on God’s part.

When we say that we have “missed” Mass on Sunday, we only acknowledge part of the truth. We have actually
chosen to do something else instead, something that is not the right worship of God. Even without fully intending it,
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Above All Else
Above all else, our mission is to help others find Jesus Christ.  We ought to be doing all that we can to ensure those
seeking Christ have a clear path to him.  To stand in that path and refuse to help them carry their cross is failing
Christ.  It is the ultimate test of our love for God.

We have brothers and sisters that desire to receive the body of Christ but live in such fear they cannot.  This is the
cross they bear.  We should, without hesitation, help carry their cross.  If we are capable of lowering their fear, we
should gratefully do so.  God has given us his strength and ability to help lighten someone’s load.  It is not our
strength and ability it is his and he is allowing us to use it for others.  To do otherwise is to deny him.  God has given
us the power to calm someone’s fear.  How lucky are we.

God’s house is not for expressing one’s position on a political or controversial issue.  All of God’s children are
welcome in God’s house always.  No one among us should allow their personal beliefs to stand in the way of another
child of God that wishes to enter his house.  To suggest to a child of God that they should go to a different house of
God is to assume a level of authority that is not ours.

God desires all of his children and we should be thankful that we are allowed to assist any of his children in finding
him.  To stand in the way is to deny God.

We need to cleanse ourselves of the turmoil in society when we enter God’s house.  Leave our baggage at the
door.  It is not about one of us.  It is about all of us.  We must drop our anger, frustration, ideals, and influences and
carry one another to God.  Author unknown

we have placed a false god at the head of the week’s activities and responsibilities. A serious disorder results in the
life-giving covenant that God is offering us in the sacrifice of Jesus.

We know that some particular circumstances may prevent us from coming to Mass or excuse us from the obligation.
You may need to care for a sick family member. There may be an unexpected change in a work schedule. Anyone
who is ill should stay home. Because the pandemic is not fully contained, anyone who feels at risk for contracting or
communicating the virus should not come to Mass. Don’t be scrupulous; if you are anxious about this, you are
excused for the foreseeable future.

Live-streaming and broadcast recordings of the Mass have been a blessing to many during the pandemic. I commend
the pastors and parishes who have worked to make this available. Some are choosing to continue this service for a
while. It is important to note that watching the Mass is not the same thing as being there in church, and it is not a
proper substitute when one is able to attend. Still, many find benefit in the homilies, the music and the prayers that
are streamed as enrichment in addition to Mass in person. This has also opened the beauty of the Mass to those
outside of the Catholic community and to Catholics who may have been away from the Mass for a time.

We rightly refer to the Sunday Eucharist as the source and summit of our Catholic life. The other sacraments, our
private prayer and devotion, and the good works that flow from our faith are all essentially connected and oriented
to the Eucharist. At the heart of our Catholic faith is the truth that Jesus, the risen Son of God, is really present in the
Eucharist. He gives Himself to us in the new covenant as our spiritual food and drink. Our participation in the
Eucharist acknowledges and seals our right relationship with God and with the community. And it is the best thing we
can do for ourselves.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us (#1325) that the Mass “is the culmination both of God’s action
sanctifying the world in Christ and of the worship men offer to Christ and through Him to the Father in the Holy
Spirit.”

The Holy Spirit of Pentecost leads us to believe that all of this is true. I am praying for you on this feast, that the Holy
Spirit will enliven your faith in the Eucharist and deepen your desire to be part of its celebration week by week. Please
pray for me, too, and for your parish priests, that together we might grow in our appreciation for and our devotion to
this holy and living sacrifice of the Mass.


