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Please continue to pray with the Pope for true human fraternity.  We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and 
persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family. 
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CALL COORDINATOR FOR THE WEEK OF MONDAY, JANUARY 10: Cheryl Henkenius 
IMMANUEL HOSPITAL EMHC ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 13:  Roy Edwards, Rich McShane 

God speaks to us in many ways, including through this Sunday’s Scripture readings. 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased." 
 

Reading 1   Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7               Reading 2   Acts 10:34-38 
 

Gospel   Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
Question of the Week – 

    Adults:   Name a time when you felt your actions were pleasing to God. 
 

Children:   "With you I am well pleased." What are you doing right now that is pleasing to God? 
                    How does it feel to live that way? 

Mass Intentions    January 10 – 16 
  

  Monday     No Mass 
  Tuesday    8:15 AM Charlene Schadler & Family  

& anyone affected by the  
wildfires in Colorado 

Wednesday     8:15 AM Joan Kelly + 
 Thursday      8:15 AM Fred Simmons + 
    Friday     8:15 AM Betty Jones + 
 Saturday    5:00 PM Sunnydawn McMullogh + 
   Sunday    7:30 AM Our Parish Family Int. 
  10:30 AM     

    
 

Arthur Wiater + 

 

 

 

                                          
                                            

                                            As a Parish and as a School, we 
                                            are praying for the Seminarians  
of the Archdiocese of Omaha.  Every two weeks we will 
feature a young man who is discerning a vocation to 
the priesthood.     
 

Please join us in praying: 
 

God our Father, You made each of us to receive our gifts 
in the Body of Christ.  We ask that You inspire young 
people whom You call to the priesthood and consecrated 
life to courageously follow Your will.  Send workers into 
Your great harvest so that the Gospel is preached, the 
poor are served with love, the suffering are comforted, 
and Your people are strengthened by the Sacraments.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.    
                                                                         ~ Pope Francis 

 

Parish Support      Christmas - December 25 
BUDGETED AMOUNT                                  $35,000.00 
COLLECTION                                             $35,138.31 

            VARIANCE – OVER (UNDER)                                  $138.31 
 

The Seminary Collection is this  
weekend. The Archdiocese of  
Omaha is currently blessed with 
nineteen men studying for the  
Priesthood.  Last year the  
collection raised nearly $477,000, helping cover tuition, 
room and board, books, fees, insurance and summer 
courses. Those costs average about $46,000 a year for 
each seminarian, for a total of about $875,500 this 
school year, according to the Vocations Office. A 
successful seminary collection is critical to our effort to 
form future priests of our Archdiocese. We humbly ask 
for your continued prayers, sacrifices, and generous 
financial support. 

 

 

Will Targy 
Theology II 

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
St. Mary Parish, Bellevue, NE 
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The End of the Christmas Season? 
Today, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, marks the end of Christmas time but that was not always the case. 
Traditionally, the Christmas season lasted forty days and ended on Feb. 2nd, the Feast of the Presentation. There are 
still vestiges of this protracted celebration of the Christmas Season in the upcoming Sundays. The Gospel for Sunday, 
Jan. 16th is Jesus’ first miracle at the Wedding at Cana, and the Gospel on Jan. 23rd is Christ bearing witness in the 
synagogue that He is the Messiah. These Gospels continue to manifest epiphanies that are the core theme of 
Christmas time.  
 

The Feast of the Presentation is itself another epiphany. It commemorates the time when Mary and Joseph brought 
the infant Jesus into the temple according to the law. During that ritual, Simeon lifted the infant Jesus and proclaimed 
Him to be “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel” and a child “destined for the fall and 
rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted,” (Luke 2). As a result, the Feast of the Presentation is 
nicknamed Candlemas or Mass of the Candles because it is the day when we bless all candles and celebrate Christ,  
the Light of the World.  
 

Because today is the last day of the modern liturgical Christmas season, we will remove all our indoor church 
decorations this afternoon after the 10:30 a.m. Mass concludes; we can use any help in this regard. However, to 
commemorate the elongated Christmas traditions of the past, we will keep our outdoor Christmas lights on through 
Feb. 2nd. Please consider keeping your outdoor lights on, too. In addition to paying homage to Christ, keeping your 
festive lights on brings joy in these still dark, winter days. Your neighbors may think you’re weird but it’s also a great 
conversation starter and an opportunity to evangelize. 
 
Fr. Cook Away 
I, Fr. Cook, will be away Monday, January 10th through Saturday, January 22nd, 2022. The first week I will be at  
the Savior Pastoral Center in Kansas City, KS, giving spiritual direction to seminarians on their annual silent retreat. 
The seminarians, including some Omaha men, attend the Theologate of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis.  
I am grateful for my training through the Institute for Priestly Formation (IPF) to become a spiritual director and to 
help these young men come to know the Lord and their vocations in a deeper way. Please pray that I can truly be  
of help to them and to pray for the 5 seminarians specifically under my care: Jonah, Will, Carson, Brian, and Padrick. 
 

The week after, I will be taking some vacation time. This is the 15th year in a row that some brother priests and I  
have gone skiing in Colorado. It is such an enriching and renewing time to pray daily with brother priests, enjoy God’s 
glorious nature, and experience the exhilaration of the slopes. About a month ago I jested and asked for your prayers 
for more snow in Colorado – they had a very dry season.  
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CHRISTIAN HUMOR    
• People who ask me what I’m doing tomorrow probably  
  assume that I even know what day of the week it is.  
• How long do you keep a pair of jeans hoping you’ll be 
  able to fit into them again one day?  
  It’s thirty years, right?  
• They say every piece of chocolate you eat shortens your 
  life by two minutes. I’ve done the math and I should have 
  died back in 1837. 
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You must have taken me up on the request 
because Colorado has received more snow!  
I’m told there is currently a paucity of workers 
to groom the runs and man the lifts, but there  
has been some significant snowfall. Please now 
pray for me, for wisdom and caution on the  
slopes. I don’t want to do anything stupid.  
While I am gone, please know that I will offer 
my daily Masses for all of you and your 
intentions. 
 

I am most grateful to retired priest, Fr. Don  
Shane, for his largess and kindness in covering  
our Masses and confession times during my  
absence. He is an amazing, loving priest. Please 
thank him for his generous service here and for 
his priesthood. And please pray for his health 
and for good weather during these two weeks:  
Fr. Shane lives far away so any significantly inclement weather during this time may impact his travel. Please watch  
for parish Flocknote messages via texting and emails regarding any possible Mass cancelations.  
 
Weekday and Exposition Canceled 
Because of Fr. Cook’s absence, there will be no formal evening Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament January 10th -21st, 
but adorers are certainly welcome to obtain the code to the breezeway church door and to pray before the Eucharist 
in the tabernacle. 
 
Baptism Preparation Class 
Going to have a baby? Was your baby recently born? Have a small child who needs Baptism? We offer a Baptism 
session for expectant parents and parents with unbaptized infants or small children. Parish Catechist, Diane Sullivan, 
will conduct the meeting either with the parents in their own home or here on our campus. Participation in the class 
is necessary before we schedule a day and time for a Baptism here. Pre-registration for the meeting is necessary, so 
please contact Marie, our Parish Secretary, at marieatspn@yahoo.com or 402-455-1289.  
 
Crash Course in Catholicism 
Join Fr. Cook and parishioner catechist Diane Sullivan for engaging classes about our Catholic beliefs on most 
Thursdays from 7 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. in the Parish Center. Sacred Scripture will be our primary text, especially the entire 
Gospel of Mark. All are welcome! Please use the southwest or northeast doors on the church to enter the Parish 
Center. Our next sessions are: 

• Thursday, Jan. 13th: The theme is Chapter 8 of Mark – The Eucharist  
• Thursday, Jan. 20th: The theme is Chapter 8 of Mark – Suffering, Euthanasia, and End of Life Decisions 

 

Fr. Cook and brother priests ski in Colorado in 2021 

KC MOVIE KNIGHT  Saturday, January 15 in the Parish 
Center following 5 pm Mass.  This month’s feature; ??? 
We are looking for suggestions. If you have seen a good 
movie lately and would like to see it again with your 
family and friends, please call the Parish Office and we 
will see what we can do! Cartoons will start after the 
5pm Mass, with the Movie starting at 6:30pm.  
Featuring fresh-cooked “Hots & Brats”, Cold Sodas, and 
“The World’s Best Popcorn” all for a Free Will Donation. 

 
I’m keeping the people of the archdiocese in my prayers as we begin the new year. I wish a blessed and happy New 
Year to all. In our faith, we understand it that it’s a year of grace. It’s not just more days on the calendar, but it’s the 
working out of God’s providence. We get to participate in it.    ~ Archbishop George J. Lucas  
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St. Philip Neri Catholic School! 
The Eagle Way 

Dream, Believe, Pray, Achieve 
 

YES! We have ALL DAY Pre-K for 4-year old’s!!! 
 

 We have a great school with incredible teachers & staff!  
Please pass on this information to your family & friends! 

 

Masks/Face Coverings are required at School Masses. 
Please keep our students, teachers & staff in your prayers. 

 

   Please keep our students, teachers & staff in your prayers.  
 

The days ahead will be very busy for our 107th Nebraska 
Legislature. Senators will be introducing bills for consid-
eration. We would like you to do three things in the 
coming days: 

• Pray for our state senators and governor as they 
have four important months ahead of them. 

• Follow the work of the Nebraska Catholic 
Conference (NCC). Through Catholic Advocacy 
Network of Nebraska (CAN) e-mails, the NCC 
provides regular updates on major issues 
important to Catholics. Your advocacy will be 
critical this legislative session. 

• Invite a family member or friend to join our 
network:  
necatholic.org/be-an-advocate/join-our-network 

Thank you for your prayers and participation. 
 

 

 

PRO-LIFE PRAYERS NEEDED Join other pro-lifers in peaceful 
prayer on Mondays from 8 am to 12 pm in the public 
right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 3105 N. 93rd 
St.  A priest or other volunteer leads prayers during the 
11am-12 pm prayer hour on Mondays.  Prayers are also 
offered at this location on Saturday mornings from 10-11 
am.  Parking is available in front of Essential Pregnancy 
Services located at 3029 N. 93rd St.  You are also invited 
to pray on Thursdays (9-11:30 am & 3-4:30 pm), Fridays 
(7:30-9am) & Saturdays (6:30, 7:30, 8 (Spanish), & 9 am) 
at the Bellevue Health Clinic at 1002 W. Mission Ave. in 
Bellevue. Parking is available in front of Essential 
Pregnancy Services located at 908 W. Mission Ave.  
For info, visit www.RespectLifeOmaha.com 

FOR THOSE WHO AREN’T ALREADY PLUGGED INTO THE 

FORMED PLATFORM, we would encourage you to check it 
out. 
            
 
 

 

 

http://spnbs.formed.org/ 
 

Our parish has a subscription to this evangelization & 
catechetical tool, put together by the Augustine Institute. 
Many different apostolates have teamed up as co-
workers in the vineyard to provide a proverbial ocean of 
solidly Catholic material to help us grow in our 
friendship/relationship with Christ & the Church He 
founded.   
On the home page of the link above, find the phrase 
“REGISTER NOW”.  Click on it & a window will appear 
asking you to enter your name & other material (like 
creating a password). BOOM! You’ll be in....enjoying any 
number of cool, faith-building episodes.  
For those with tablets & “smart” phones, Formed also has 
an app which has been used for group sessions. Very 
handy!  Please call or email the Parish Office if you have 
problems with registering.  

 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD      
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9 – THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 SPECIAL COLLECTION AT MASS: SEMINARY 

 NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS  

11:30 A.M. YOUTH GROUP – Parish Center 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11  
8:15 A.M. MASS – GRADES 5 & 6 - Church      

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12  
8:15 A.M. MASS – GRADES 3 & 4 - Church  

6:00 P.M. FIRST RECONCILIATION CLASS - Parish 
Center 

 

7:00 P.M. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETING – 
Activity Center Meeting Room 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 
8:15 A.M. MASS – GRADES 7 & 8 - Church  

7:00 P.M. RCIA – Parish Center  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14  
8:15 A.M. ALL SCHOOL MASS – Church  

12-NOON EARLY DISMISSAL – SPN SCHOOL   

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15  
 NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS  
 MOVIE KNIGHT AFTER MASS - Parish 

Center 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 NERI DOLLARS SOLD AFTER MASS  
1:00 PM YOUTH GROUP – Joslyn Art Museum 
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Jesus stood in line with everyone else and was baptized. 
There is something incredibly humbling about how this 
must have played out. Then, God did something truly 
awesome and inspiring. Through a very gentle and simple      
action he let the world know about the special 
relationship He shares with Jesus. That’s exactly what is 
so incredible about our baptisms as well! Through those 
holy waters God announces to the world the special place 
we also occupy in His heart. We no longer have to 
wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle to find 
our way. We do not need to fumble around, tripping over 
ourselves and wondering why we are even here. The 
answer has been given. All we have to do is live out the 
vocation we have received, to live the Gospel in fidelity to 
our Creator. There is nothing to fear and worry has no 
place.  Standing in line with other sinners, we have our 
anchor and God is very pleased. ©LPi 
  

 

http://www.respectlifeomaha.com/
http://spnbs.formed.org/
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  HERE’S A LIST OF FUNDRAISERS THAT GO ON THROUGHOUT THE  
  YEAR. THESE ARE EASY WAYS TO HELP OUR PARISH AND SCHOOL 
  EARN MONEY OR MERCHANDISE WITHOUT TAKING EXTRA 
  MONEY OUT OF YOUR POCKET! 
  Aluminum cans - We also collect and recycle pop/beer  
  cans for the Knights of Columbus by the shed in the  
  corner of the Church parking lot. The money is used to 
  fund scholarships for eighth grade students attending 
  Catholic High School.  
    

  Together a Greater Good (TAGG) Get in the habit of 
  “TAGGing” your purchases at area stores & restaurants. 
          Go to www.togetheragreatergood.com   
                     to download the app! 
  Need help downloading the TAGG app?   Give Cathy  
  Fluckey a call & she can walk you through it. 
  * If you make a purchase at a business that participates 
  with TAGG & you do not want to have the app on your  
  phone or you have a phone that does not have apps,  
  please turn in your receipt to the Parish Office or give it  
  to a Neri Dollar seller & we will make sure SPN-BS  
  receives credit for your purchase. We MUST have the 
  receipt within 7 days of your purchase! AND…  
  Hy Vee Receipts: You can now TAGG your Hy-Vee 
  receipt & the Parish will receive 1% of your purchase.  
  The TAGG MUST be done within 7 days of purchase. 
   

  Bottle caps and Coke codes from all Coke products.  
  Please send in the bottle caps and the code from inside 
  the 12-packs, 18-packs, or 24-packs.  
    

Neri Dollars: Neri Dollars are gift cards to your favorite 
vendors. They are easy to use, and a percentage will go 
toward reducing your tuition. Contact Cathy Fluckey or 
Marie McFarland at the Parish Office with questions or to 
make your purchase.  
 

Box Tops 4 Education – If you have the traditional Box 
Tops, you can still clip it & send it to school. Every valid  
Box Top is still worth 10 cents for our school. 
If you see the label that states, “No More Clipping Scan 
your receipt” See how at BTFE.com, you can use the Box 
Tops app to scan your receipt. The app will find 
participating products purchased at any store & instantly 
add cash to our school’s earnings online. For more info on 
this app, go to: 
 https://www.today.com/parents/there-s-wholenew-
way-  collect-box-tops-education-t159507 
 

Bakers If you shop at Bakers, be sure to enroll in the 
Bakers Community Rewards program & designate St. 
Philip Neri-Blessed Sacrament & we will receive a 
donation quarterly based on the amount of your 
purchases.    
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Amazon Go to smile.amazon.com in your browser 
address bar instead of www.amazon.com & choose to 
support St. Philip Neri-Blessed Sacrament Church of 
Omaha. Shop - place your order & Amazon donates  
.5% of eligible purchases to us!  
 

 
Know Your Faith Series  Join Dr. Keith Jiron of 
Evangelium Institute for a 6x-week walk through the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church beginning Jan. 10.  
This program will take place on Monday nights at 7:30 
pm at St. Leo's Catholic Church.  This is a great course 
for all adults but useful for catechists, DRE's & parents 
who would like to pass on the faith to their children. 
More info & registration at   
www.eicatholic.org/know-your-faith 
 
                                              Saturday, February 12, 2022: 
                                              Spirit Catholic Radio invites  
                                              you to our 17th annual Spirit 
                                              Celebration Dinner, where  
                                              we will enjoy a meal 
together and honor keynote speaker and Spirit Award 
Recipient, Steve Ray. Steve has hosted many 
pilgrimages for Spirit Catholic Radio and is a frequent 
guest on Spirit Mornings and EWTN Radio. Social hour 
begins at 6 p.m. with the dinner and program 
beginning at 7 p.m. Only $50 per seat. Please make 
your reservation at spiritcatholicradio.com/dinner by 
February 5, 2022. 
 

 

INTERNET SCAMMERS ARE PRETENDING TO BE PRIESTS, such as 
Fr. Cook, and soliciting their parishioners through fake 
emails and phone accounts. Please ALWAYS check the 
email address and phone number if you receive such a 
suspicious, fraudulent message. Fr. Cook only uses his 
official email account & cell phone number and will 
NEVER send you a message asking for money, gift 
cards, etc. Moreover, your information is safe; Fr. 
Cook’s accounts have not been hacked but the thieves 
are using public email addresses & telephone numbers 
associated with our parish to enact this scam.  

Please do not reply to their messages in any way &  
do not send them anything. 

 

Mercy High School is a hosting a Cheerleading Clinic 

for girls in grades Kindergarten through 5th grade on 

Saturday, January 15th from 12:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Come have lunch at Mercy, meet new friends, learn 

cheers from Mercy cheerleaders and perform during 

the Varsity basketball game. For more details and to 

register, go to 

https://www.mercyhigh.org/happenings/  

 

http://www.togetheragreatergood.com/
https://www.today.com/parents/there-s-wholenew-way-%20%20collect-box-tops-education-t159507
https://www.today.com/parents/there-s-wholenew-way-%20%20collect-box-tops-education-t159507

