
St. Philip Neri-Blessed 
Sacrament Parish 

(Temporary bulletin while our administrative assistant is absent) 
 

• Sabbath Mass Schedule: Sat. 5 p.m. and  
Sun. 7:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

• Weekday Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:15 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat. 4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m.;     
Sun. 6:45 a.m.-7:15 a.m. and 9:45 a.m.-10:15 a.m.;             
and by appointment with the priest 

 

Parish Office Contacts: 8200 N. 30th St., Omaha, NE 68112 – 402-455-1289 –  
marieatspn@yahoo.com – www.saintphilipneriblessedsacrament.org 

St. Philip Neri School Contacts: 8202 N. 31st St., Omaha, NE 68112 – 402-315-3500 –  
dmsmith@schools.archomaha.org – www.spnschoolomaha.org  

Religious Education/Youth Group: 402-455-1289 – emily.bazer@gmail.com 
 

From the Pastor 
 

Memorial Day Mass at Forest Lawn Cemetery 
Today is the day before Memorial Day, a day that 
commemorates the brave men and women who died serving 
and protecting our country in military service. Originally, it was 
called Decoration Day and began after the Civil War in 
commemoration of the Union soldiers who died. Since World 
War I, however, the celebration has expanded its scope. It has 
become a day to honor all U.S. soldiers who have died in wars 
and in the service of our country. As Catholics we can do more 
than just remember these courageous soldiers; we can do 
what Catholics have always done and pray for the dead 
through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  
 
Our parish has had a long tradition of offering Mass in the 
Historic Chapel of Forest Lawn Cemetery on Memorial Day. 

After a few years of hiatus, we are returning this tradition. Please join us for Mass tomorrow on Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 30th at 9 a.m. The easiest way to find the chapel is, from 30th Street, to go west on Forest Lawn Avenue (located 
between the Taco Bell and Burger King). That avenue will take you straight to the open gates of the cemetery and the 
Historic Chapel is right there. The chapel seats 70-75 comfortably. 
 
Memorial Day Closure & Exposition Cancellations 
Because the Parish Office is already closed on Mondays, and Mondays are my day off, the Parish Office will be closed on 
this Tuesday, May 31st in celebration of Memorial Day. We will still have the 8:15 a.m. Mass for the Feast of the 
Visitation on May 31st, but Eucharistic Exposition is canceled on both this Monday and Tuesday – adorers are still more 
than welcome to come and spend time with Jesus in the tabernacle using the passcode to enter the church’s breezeway 
door. 
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Whitsunday 
Next weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost. It marks 
the end of the Easter Season, but it is hardly an “end” to anything. 
It is the grandest of beginnings. The Solemnity of Pentecost is the 
celebration of the descent of the Holy Spirit that constitutes the 
Catholic Church and sanctifies us through the sacraments. This is 
the celebration of the Third Divine Person of the Holy Trinity, Who 
inspires Sacred Scripture and Who dwells within us.  
 
To symbolize the magnitude of this event many cultures 
incorporate their own local charm. From the balconies on many 
Italian churches red rose petals are strewn upon the congregation 
below as a reminder of the fiery tongues that descended upon the 
Apostles. Trumpets are incorporated in many of the Divine Liturgies 
in France to symbolize the sweet sound of the mighty wind that 
filled the Upper Room. Perhaps the oldest Catholic custom is that of the early catechumens and Christians who wore 
their white baptismal gowns at the Pentecost liturgies. From this custom came the nickname Whitsunday (“white 
Sunday”) for Pentecost. Babies and catechumens still wear white at their baptisms, and we employ white attire at the 
reception of other sacraments, e.g., Confirmation, First Communion, Matrimony, etc. Clergy and liturgical ministers also 
wear albs – white robes named after the Latin word for white, albus – when assisting in the celebration of sacraments. 
 
While you probably don’t fit into your baby baptismal gown anymore or own an alb, I ask you to help resurrect – pun 
intended – these laudable traditions by wearing as many white clothes as possible when you come next weekend to any 
of the Pentecost Masses, June 4th and 5th. Invite your spouse and children and friends to do the same. Imagine the visual 
impact of a church filled with white in celebration and remembrance of our baptismal dignity through the Holy Spirit! 
What solidarity! What purity! What beauty! What playful joy! Even from a fashion point of view, we’re encouraged to 
wear white after Memorial Day, so let’s dress in white next weekend and make this Pentecost a truly Whitsunday again. 
 
Pentecost Vigil 
One of the other unique customs for Pentecost is the Pentecost Vigil. Much like the Easter Vigil, the Pentecost Vigil 
contains additional readings from Sacred Scripture. Like Mary and the Apostles assembled in the upper room all night in 
prayer and awaiting the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost day, we, too, gather on this holy night in longing for the 
Spirit. Don’t worry: Unlike the early Church, we won’t be up all night. Be aware, though, that next Saturday’s 5 p.m. 
Pentecost Vigil Mass on June 4th will be slightly longer than usual as we celebrate all five Old Testament readings, along 
with the psalms and the Gospel. Come Holy Spirit, come! 
  

First Friday Exposition on June 3rd 
June 3rd is the First Friday of the month, so we have 
Eucharistic Exposition from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. this Friday. 
Eucharistic Adorers, please be sure to come to your hour or 
find a substitute to take your hour. 
 
Ordinations 
Deacon Brett Jamrog, left, and Deacon Minh Tran will be 
ordained to the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Omaha on 
this Saturday, June 4th at 10 a.m. at St. Cecilia Cathedral in 
Omaha. All are invited to attend. If you have never been to 
an ordination, it is something to behold and experience. 
There are SO many graces.  
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Moreover, Masses of Thanksgiving (or First Masses) of the newly ordained are deeply moving and joyful. All are invited 
to participate in these special celebrations, too: 
 

• Fr. Tran’s First Mass is Saturday, June 4, at 5 
p.m. in St. Columbkille Church, Papillion; 
reception to follow. 

• Fr. Jamrog’s First Mass is Sunday, June 5, at 3 
p.m. in St. Patrick Church, Fremont; 
reception to follow. 

 
Anniversaries of Ordination 
With ordinations around the corner, that also means 
lots of anniversaries of ordination. Of those priests 
commemorating special jubilees, the following 
served our parish. 
 

• Please pray for Fr. Paul Albenesius, who, a 
year ago at this time, came out of retirement 
for several months to assist here at St. Philip 
Neri-Blessed Sacrament Parish. He is 
commemorating his Silver Jubilee: 25 years 
of priesthood. 

• Father Thomas Greisen, the current pastor of 
St. Columbkille Parish in Papillion, once 
served and lived at St. Philip Neri. Fr. Tom is 
celebrating his Ruby Jubilee: 40 years of 
ordination. 

• I (Fr. Cook) will complete my 23rd year of 
priesthood next Sunday, June 5th.  

 
Please say a prayer for my brother priests and me 
and for our holiness and vocations.  
 
I-80 Collar Series 
The I-80 Collar Series sponsored by the Nebraska 
Knights of Columbus will be played on June 12, 2022 
at the University of Nebraska Omaha, Tal Anderson 
Field. After a two-year hiatus the priests from the 
Archdiocese of Omaha will play the priests from the 
Diocese of Lincoln in a softball game. All proceeds will 
assist in promoting vocations and religious life in the 
Diocese of Lincoln and the Archdiocese of Omaha.  
 
The gates will open at 3:00 P.M. and the game will 
start at 4:00 p.m. Tickets are $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for youth ages 4-17. Family packs are $30.00 for 2 adults and 4 
youths. Priests and Religious and youths under 4 are free. Tickets can be purchased at www.SpiritCatholicRadio.com and 
at the UNO Baxter Arena ticket office or Cosgrave’s in Omaha and the Gloria Deo stores in Omaha and Lincoln. For more 
information call Joe Bober in Omaha at 402-290-7954 or Lou Gasper in Lincoln at 402-440-3028. 
 

Mass Intentions (May 30-June 5) 
Monday 9 a.m. (Forest Lawn Historic Chapel) 
Tuesday 8:15 a.m. Margaux Kush Birthday Int. 
Wednesday 8:15 a.m. John McGargill + 
Thursday 8:15 a.m. Bridget Meier Int. 
1st Friday 8:15 a.m. Memorial Society 
Sat. 5 p.m.  Parish Family 
Sun. 7:30 a.m. Kerry McGargill + 
 10:30 a.m. Arthur Wiater + 
 

http://www.spiritcatholicradio.com/
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St. Philip Neri School’s 8th grade graduates celebrate on May 23, 2020 


