
Sacred Heart Parish News
Stewardship of Treasure: April 9/10
Offertory Envelopes   $3,592.00
Loose Money       $549.00
Online Giving   $2,155.00
Property Improvement Fund $1,485.00
Envelopes Used  75

Mark your calendar for an Easter Egg Hunt on 
Sunday, April 24 (Divine Mercy Sunday), on the south lawn 
after 9 a.m. Mass for all children up to sixth grade. Even if 
you go to Mass on Saturday, please come join us! Donuts, 
coffee and juice also will be available.  

Sunflowers for Ukraine! Please support the Sunflow-
er Project after Mass on Sunday, April 24. Handcrafted no-
tecards, bookmarks and jewelry all with the blue and yellow 
sunflower theme will be available. All items are handcrafted 
by Carrie and Hannah Roe and proceeds will support relief 
efforts for Ukraine. Questions? Please call Carrie Roe at 
309-788-7153.

Spring Grounds Work: Soon we’ll be starting work on 
our grounds including flower beds, mulching, and more!  
Want to be added to our crew? Contact Chris Mandle at 
(309) 738-5967. You can also adopt portions of the plant-
ing including:
• Front Porch Planting Beds: Adopted by Pam Young
• East Side Planting Bed • West Side Planting Bed
• New North Planters  • South Sign Planting Bed
• Sign/Driveway Planting Bed • Front Statue Planting Bed
• Front Tree Planting Bed

We are “this close” to meeting our full 125th 
Anniversary goal but we need your help to get there.
Remaining projects include the need for a new roof and 
finishing off the last remaining phase of restoring and 
protecting our stained glass windows. 
• If you haven’t contributed to our efforts yet, please do 
so today. Pledge cards are in the vestibules. You can also 
speak to Chris Mandle, Tim Smith, or Fr. Luke about giving.
• Adopt one of our remaining historic stained glass win-
dows for sponsorship. You can sponsor a window in honor 
of a loved one or in your family name. Contact Chris 
Mandle with details on remaining windows!

Legacy gifts to Sacred Heart: Legacy gifts to the 
parish help to ensure the future of our beloved Sacred 
Heart. When planning your estate, please consider includ-
ing Sacred Heart in your will. Estate gifts, trusts, stocks, 
properties, and more are all ways to make a future 
investment in Sacred Heart.
 

Rock Island’s Historic Catholic Parishes

April 19 *NO MASS
April 20 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions
  12:10 p.m. Mass -  Jim Fetes ST. MARY’S

April 21 12:10 p.m. Mass - Richard DeLuca SACRED HEART

April 22 12:10 p.m. Mass - Dorothy Gibson SACRED HEART

April 23 3:00 p.m. Confessions ST. MARY’S

  4:00 p.m. Mass - Allen Moneymaker Jr.  
   ST. MARY’S

  5:15 p.m. Mass - Cory Creger SACRED HEART

April 24 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Confessions SACRED HEART

   9:00 a.m. Mass - For the People of Sacred   
   Heart & St. Mary’s SACRED HEART

  Easter Egg Hunt following Mass! SACRED HEART

  10:30 a.m. Mass - Special Intention ST. MARY’S

mass schedule & more!

pastor’s corner 
with fr. luke

     Blessed Easter!  Christ is risen, Alleluia!  
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  I hope all of you 
enjoy the blessings and joys of this wonder-
ful day of Resurrection.  We celebrate Easter 
Sunday (and every day forward) the joy of 

knowing that Christ has conquered sin and death and that 
the gates of Heaven are thrown open for the faithful.  We 
celebrate that Jesus fulfilled His mission and opened the door 
for our reconciliation to God.  We also recall that Jesus has 
fulfilled the many prophecies of old…as well as many that He 
gave us Himself.  
     Recently the question came up about the three days in 
the tomb…so I thought it would be fruitful to review through 
how we understand those three days.  I would guess that if I 
asked you about the prophecy of Jesus rising after three days 
in the tomb most all of us would say that sounds familiar.  It 
definitely should—did you know that Jesus said something (or 
a reference is made to what Jesus said) about being in the 
tomb three days at least 11 times in the gospels!  If you have 
extra time on your hands, check out any of the following:  Mt 
16:21, 17:23, 23:19, 27:63; Mark 8:31, 9:31, 10:34; and 
Luke 9:22, 18:33, 24:7, 24:46.  If you want to wait to check 
those out later, here is one for now:  “From that time Jesus 
began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day” (Mt 
16:21).
     Ok, Father, it is definitely clear that Jesus saw this com-
ing…and that He fulfilled it perfectly.  Just one more question 
about all that…all those Scriptures say Jesus will be in the 
tomb for three days…we remember His death and burial on 
Good Friday, but we celebrate His resurrection on Saturday 
night.  To me, that only looks like one day…how does that 
fulfill three days in the tomb????
     I’m so glad you asked!  If we know a little about the Jew-
ish culture, it actually makes wonderfully perfect sense of how 
we count the three days.  In our reckoning of time, each day 
begins at midnight…when the clock strikes twelve we move 
from Friday night to Saturday morning.  The Jewish people, 
however, reckoned time in a different way.  For them, the next 
day begins at sunset (actually pretty interesting to think about 
beginning a new day with a nice long sleep!).  So, if we take 
the days with a Jewish understanding of time…Jesus died 
around 3pm on Good Friday and was placed in the tomb 
soon after (Friday is the 1st day).  At sundown on Friday, the 
next day (Saturday—the 2nd day) begins.  Jesus remains in 
the tomb all during the day Saturday and then at sundown 
the 3rd day (Sunday) begins.  We celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus at the Easter Vigil (which begins at sundown) because it 
is the soonest moment we arrive at 3 days in the tomb.  

St. Mary’s Parish News
Stewardship of Treasure: April 9/10
Offertory Envelopes   $2,334.00
Loose Money       $406.00
Online Giving   $1,220.00
Building Improvement Fund $1,230.00
Envelopes Used  62

Spring by and enjoy St. Mary’s Easter Egg 
Hunt:  Mr. and Mrs. Rabbit will be dropping off on Easter 
Sunday after 10:30 Mass in the church court yard some 
filled Easter eggs and a few other surprises. Bring your Eas-
ter basket to fill with goodies.  There will be a special area 
roped off for our 3 years and younger. This event is hosted 
by St. Mary’s Altar Society and Men’s Fellowship.

St. Mary’s Spring Salad Luncheon - We are 
back after two years! Tickets will be on sale the 
weekend of April 23rd and 24th. Cost of tickets will be 
$10.00, and luncheon is from 11-1 on Wednesday April 
27th. To reserve your ticket(s) ahead of time call Jeri 
@309-558-7800. Tickets will not be sold at the door and 
we are selling a limited number of tickets. Salad donation 
sign up sheets are found in the glass house in the church. 
If you are donating a salad, we ask for a 2 salad dona-
tion. Salads can be dropped off the morning of the salad 
luncheon between 7:30 and 9. Come enjoy besides our 
salads our infamous chicken casserole and view our newly 
remodeled hall.

The Schroeder Hall kitchen refrigerator will be 
cleaned on Friday, April 22. If anyone or any groups have 
items in the refrigerator, they will need to be removed by 
Wednesday, April 20. This is in preparation for the salad 
luncheon on April 27. 

Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future
update: Our total pledges are nearly at $592,361, with 
payments received to date of more than $150,863! Thank 
you to all for your generosity and support! Pledge pay-
ments can be made by using the Capital Improvements 
envelope and putting it in the collection, or you can set up 
online giving. (Please call Christine at 309-788-3322 for 
help with that.) If you haven’t yet made a pledge, there are 
pledge cards on the table in the vestibule or you can call 
Christine. 

     I’ve always been struck with great joy to think about the 
time of Jesus in the tomb in that way…it is as if He is only in 
the tomb the shortest amount of time possible to fulfill the 
prophecy.  Said another way, death could only hold Him the 
shortest amount of time possible to fulfill all the Scriptures!  
Now that is worth celebrating this Easter!  Know that all of 
you are in my prayers and that I look forward to continuing 
our Easter celebration in the weeks ahead:  Alleluia!  Christ 
is Risen!
     In Christ,
     Fr. Luke

What happened in RCIA this week? This past 
week, our class spent time in prayer and preparation for 
the Easter Vigil--and the members of our class received the 
long-awaited Sacraments at the Easter Vigil Mass! Con-
gratulations to them and their families--May the graces of 
the Risen Christ bring great life to their hearts! I also wanted 
to say a word of thanks to all who have helped us enjoy a 
great year in RCIA--we had a great team and it was won-
derful to be able to journey with the people in our class.  I’m 
also thankful to our parish members who joined in to learn 
more and deepen our understanding of our Catholic Faith.  
It was a great gift to be together each week!  This coming 
week we will wrap up time with our class with a party and 
will share different ways to continue growing in our life in 
the Church.   

Little White Books for Easter are available to take 
in the vestibules. We hope you enjoy these prayer books 
during the season of Easter!

There will be refreshments after Masses on 
Sunday, May 1 at both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
(Schroeder Hall) in honor of our First Holy Communion kids 
and memebers of our RCIA class this year!

“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. 
We are the Easter people and hallelujah is 

our song.” 

— Pope Saint John Paul II



Fr. Luke Spannagel
Catholic Diocese of Peoria

April 17
Easter

sacred heart & st. mary’s contacts

Sacred Heart                794-0660
2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
shrec@sacredheartri.com           www.sacredheartri.com

Saint Mary’s                       788-3322
2208 4th Avenue, Rock Island, IL. 
stmarysrockisland@gmail.com                  www.stmaryri.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address for Both Parishes: at Sacred Heart:
    2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
Christine Coleman, Office Manager

Fr. Luke Spannagel, Pastor
Residence: St. Mary’s   Office: Sacred Heart 

Catholic Cemetery 
Calvary Cemetery is our local Catholic Cemetery - 2901 12th 
St., Rock Island, IL 61201-5335. Please call them when 
making arrangements for loved one by contacting them at 
309-788-6197 or via email at info@calvarycemeteryri.com 
or at www.calvarycemeteryri.com.

sacramental celebrations

BAPTISM:  Parents must be registered and doing what is 
within their means to support the parish and be faithful in 
sharing the Sunday Eucharist. A baptismal class is required. 
Godparents must be Confirmed and be practicing Catholics 
and if married, that their marriage is validly recognized by the 
Catholic Church. If you are a Sacred Heart parishioner, con-
tact Chris Mandle. For St. Mary’s parishioners please contact 
Christine in the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Diocesan Policy - Please notify the office at 
least 8 months prior to setting the date for your marraige. 
Requires completion of the Diocesan Marriage Preparation 
Program.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  Whenever needed, please 
call the parish office.  Please advise us of persons in the 
hospital, nursing facilities, or homebound.

RECONCILIATION: Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
Saturday: 3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. at St. Mary’s. Sunday: 8 a.m. - 
8:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart. Also, by appointment.

Thinking of joining the Catholic Church?

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Persons wishing to learn more about the Catholic faith, 

or to join our Catholic community, please contact 
Christine in our parish office at (309) 794-0660 or 

(309) 788-3322 to set up a time with Fr. Luke.

flocknote for sacred heart 
and st. mary’s parishioners!

Get the latest news from Sacred Heart & St. Mary’s with 
Flocknote!  To sign up for FlockNote notifications of Mass 

times and interesting parish information:

Text to the number: 84576
With the message: 123sh (for Sacred Heart)
With the message: 123stm (for St. Mary’s)

Local Catholic News & Events
Get the latest news from our local Catholic parishes and 

groups at www.catholicqc.com

ministry schedules

Ministry schedules including altar servers, EMHC’s, lectors 
are now available to members of that ministry via Flocknote 
and/or email correspondence, and to Sacred Heart 
parishioners on our website.

financial support for our parishes

Financial support for both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
parishes can be accomplished several ways. If you wish to 
receive contribution envelopes are are not currently doing so, 
please contact our parish office immediately.

Please also consider giving online. This allows you to keep 
track of your giving for the year (tax statements) and makes 
bookkeeping easier for the parishes.  If you’re interested in 
this route, please contact the parish offices for more informa-
tion!

remember us

Both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Parishes have always been 
very appreciative of the generosity of their parishioners.  
We’re often asked how you can remember Sacred Heart in 
your wills, trusts, or via other gifts. It’s important that you
reference the parish as Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Congregation of Rock Island, Illinois or St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Congregaton of Rock Island, Illinois.

Food Pantry Weekend is always the 2nd weekend of the 
month at Sacred Heart Parish. We appreciate your support 
of this vital ministry!

sacred heart food pantry

Please let the church office know your new information as 
soon as possible so that we may update our records.

did your contact info change?

A wheelchair is available for any parishioner who needs a 
pick up or drop off at the parking lot. It’s in Good Shepherd 
Vestibule at Sacred Heart and the vestibule at St. Mary’s. 

wheelchair available

Risen!He is


